September 2006
Vol. 6 No. 2

Catholic Church Centenary, Mildura
Many local parishioners, visitors from afar, and past
students of schools in the area, converged on Mildura for
the long weekend in March to celebrate three significant
occasions. It was a hundred years since the parish of
Sacred Heart became a parish in its own right instead of
being a mission outpost of Charlton, the Sisters of Mercy
arrived in the area from Wentworth, and Catholic
Education commenced in Sunraysia.
Several important events were planned to facilitate the
celebrations of these happenings.
Festivities commenced with Registration at St Josephs
College Stadium on Friday evening March 10 and it was
heart warming to see two ladies who had not met for
sixty three years greet each other.
A pleasant evening was spent meeting and greeting
friends and acquaintances, and enjoying some nibbles
and sampling the Centenary wines which were bottled by
Trentham Estate Winery. The exhibition of artistic works
of many past pupils were admired by many.
Saturday morning, March 11 saw many Sisters of Mercy,
past students, relatives and friends of the Sisters gather
at the Cemetery in Nichols Point for a Remembrance
Service for the pioneer Sisters of Mercy who lie buried
there.
From 1pm on Saturday march 11, past students flocked to
Sacred Heart School and St Josephs College for school
reunions organised in Decades. Of special interest and
attraction were displays of memorabilia of the various
decades, the highlight being tours of the former convent
which is now refurbished as the Mercy Centre.
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Catholic Church Centenary, Mildura continued.
During the course of the afternoon a bronze memorial depicting the history of the Sisters in Mildura
and the current educational experiences of students at St Josephs College, today, was
unveiled and blessed by Bishop Christopher Toohey of Wilcannia Forbes as it was from this Diocese
that the Sisters came to Mildura. This inspiring piece of sculpture is the work of
Sr Gael O’Leary, a talented Sister of Mercy from New Zealand.
An enjoyable time was had by those who attended the Centenary Gala dinner at the Da Vinci Club on
Saturday evening. Among the invited guests were Bishop Peter Connors, Bishop of Ballarat, Bishop
Christopher Toohey of Wilcannia Forbes, Monsignor Les Tomlinson (former student of St Josephs
College) and current Vicar general of the Archdiocese of Melbourne as well as Sr Kathleen Tierney,
(another former pupil) and now Congregational Leader of the
Sisters of Mercy and approximately thirty other Sisters who have at some time worked in the
Sunraysia area. Features of the dinner included memories and trivia from the life of the parish, Sacred
Heart School, St Joseph’s College and the lives of the Sisters. James Haenen (former student) shared
many memories of his father John and his relationship with the Sisters as he worked and cared for the
Convent garden for fifty years.
Sr Sylvia Williams, current principal of St Joseph’s College launched a CD and a DVD, compiled by
Camilla Elliot, which is a “potted” history of various elements of Sacred Heart Parish, the Sisters of
Mercy and the five schools they commenced here in Sunraysia.
Father Tom Brophy PP, launched the book “Our Priests” an early parish history compiled by Regina
Fitzpatrick. Regina was assisted in this work by Raylee Schultz, who gathered much of the history of
the parish.
The highlight of the weekend for many was the Mass of Thanksgiving on Sunday morning where in
an exclusive liturgy recognising the gifts and talents of many and of the different ethnic groups in the
parish, all present gave thanks to God for the blessings of the last 100 years, and prayed for the grace
to remain faithful to the gospel in the future.
New, colourful stained glass windows depicting life in Sunraysia and the importance of faith in our
lives designed and executed by Mr. David Davies, were also blessed as part of this liturgy.
This was followed by a lunch in Sacred Heart Hall where sharing and reminiscing continued
unabated. The centenary cake was cut by two very senior parishioners, Mrs. Eileen Hillman and
Mr. Michael Smith (both 92 years of age).
Continued page 3.
A Letter from your “acting” Editor.
The annual meeting has been and gone and as nobody put their hand up for the editor’s
position I am continuing on with Kaylene’s help. However we are going to enlist some help
from members to act as our reporters!!!
I can only apologise for the lack of newsletter for June but both Kaylene and myself have had health
crisis to contend with in our families. Hopefully life will stay on track now. You will notice that the
crossword is no longer part of our newsletter, but we wish to thank Maud Crang for supporting our
crossword and congratulate her on being the prize winner. Her prize will be awarded in the near
future. Our “hogettes” have left for their trip of a lifetime, researching with Jan Gow; the only sour
note being the security crisis we are presently enduring world wide. However we feel sure that they
as a group will cope with whatever comes their way and we pray for their safe return with loads of
information to impart to the unenlightened.
Please members help us with some newsletter contributions to make our task a little easier. Our next
newsletter will be the Christmas one.
- Sue Clarke

Catholic Church Centenary continued:
Of special interest to the Fitzpatrick family was the rededication of the original Catholic Church now that it has
been placed in the grounds of St Paul’s School and refurbished. Members of the Fitzpatrick family were instrumental in organising the construction of this Church originally built in Pine Avenue in 1896. The building has
served in many capacities as part of the Convent and boarding school, as a venue for “pleasant Sunday afternoons” for fundraising efforts as well as being used as a Religious Education Centre for wood work lessons as a
drama centre and as a temporary library. People are delighted that it has been restored to its former use and it
will once again serve as a haven for those requiring time and space for prayer and reflection. Gratitude was also
expressed for the foresight of Monsignor Frank McKenzie who more than thirty-four years ago envisaged a
church among the trees (Mac’s Patch) he planted and watered most
faithfully.
On Monday March 13, the parishioners gathered again in Sacred Heart Church to ask God’s blessing on all the
priests who have served them over the years. All were inspired by the homily preached by our senior priest in the
area Father Frank Monaghan who urged us to remember the past with gratitude, to look forward to the future
with confidence, but above all not to neglect the present “now” which is where God works through each of us.
This Centenary celebration has been a time of many mixed emotions, inspiration and gratitude for many people
and the parishioners are very happy that so many came to share this wonderful weekend with them.
—– Raylee Schultz

Photos
from the
Catholic
Church
Centenary

Snippets From Raylee’s Reports from Salt Lake City
on the hoggets (hooked on Genealogy) tour with Jan Gow
It is 11 am Saturday 12th August here in Salt Lake City as I write this. I am so confused with the time difference. I have my
watch on Australian time and it is 3am Sunday.
We had an eventful trip over and we’re all glad to get here in the end. There are still 4 of our group to arrive, they had to stay
in LA last night as they couldn’t get us all on flights to Salt Lake.
Because of all the security at all the airports our plane was delayed leaving Melbourne, 11/2 hours late and then we were late
arriving Auckland, then late LA, and the security there held us all up; everything checked twice etc., hence we missed
connecting flight to Salt Lake. As it happened we were all separated, but I was lucky enough to stay with 3 of my friends who
have been wonderful and looking after me at all times. I was given a wheelchair at LA airport and it was a Godsend. I was
wheeled around by a lovely Negro lady from one place to another, through Immigration, Customs, to our terminal and this
was over a few hours. My pride got the better of me and I accepted the fact I could not have coped otherwise. Everything is
so far apart and we were delayed there for so long. We were put on a plane to Salt Lake City First Class and given a meal
voucher at the LA Airport. Our plane was direct to Salt Lake which was good and we arrived there 10:15 pm Salt Lake time
(3:15 pm Australia). We have had a good nights sleep and been down for breakfast which was free for us as they
accommodated us here last night near the airport. When the other 4 arrive today we will be transported over to the Plaza
Hotel where we will stay for the 3 weeks we are here.
Find, finds ,finds, it’s all happening over here at SLC. Everyone in our Mildura Group has had a “special find”.
Lots of smiling faces around the library, but we can’t yell out when we find something as they have a noise policy. That’s a
bit hard for our girls at any time!!!
We have decided to have an ENVY AWARD for each day, I managed to claim the first one, then Lyn had a big find; 99
pages of a family link, great excitement that day. Both Leanne and Elwyn were lucky today and bought home some finds.
Lyn and Leanne were able to load their huge files onto their Flash Drives and then put them in their legacy programs. It’s
wonderful being able to do that. The library is huge and facilities wonderful. Heaps of people walking around waiting to help
if we need it. They are very kind, nothings a bother to them. Of course Jan Gow is there for us at all times to help with our
research.
The girls leave Salt Lake City on 1st September 2006 at 1:08 pm.
Stop in Chicago for 3 hours then leave 8:15 pm. and head for UK arriving
there on Saturday 2nd of September 10:00am On the 12th September
they head off to Edinburgh. The girls are due back in Australia on the
15th October.
You can view some photos on the following websites:www.flickr.com/photos/leanne
Www.flickr.com/photos/raylees

President’s Report
Hello members and readers. Welcome to the September newsletter and spring.
We have survived another winter; hopefully it gave many of us lots of hours indoors researching.
Having the AGM come and go with the positions of Secretary, Projects and Newsletter editor not being filled is
very
disappointing but we will continue hoping someone may decided they can take one of the positions. Even assisting with some of the duties would be a help. In other areas of the society there is lots of activity with the Library
receiving over 170 articles since the last newsletter in March and work still continuing in research and projects.
The excitement at the moment is with having 5 members overseas on the Jan Gow Hog (Hooked on Genealogy)
tour. We have received many emails and lots of photos. See Raylee snippets above and Leanne’s and Raylee’s
web address in the Society news. What a plus for the society to have 5 home grown Salt Lake City and UK experts to refer too. We look forward to their return.
Best wishes everyone with your research and a pleasant spring season.
- Kaylene Charles

Reports from our Annual Meeting
Library Report:
During the past twelve months we have acquired either by purchase from our allotted budget of
$1,500 or by donation 24 CD’s (7 donated), 108 books (67 donated), 2 maps and 7 sets of microfiche
along with numerous magazines and newsletters.
Earlier in the year we concentrated on upgrading the computers so that most of our CD resources can
be accessed via the hard disc. The desktops were also made more user friendly.
The internet computer caught a virus at Christmas time and we lost all our favorite web addresses.
New ones are gradually being added; if you know of any good sites please write them on the list
beside the computer.
Computer classes where the emphasis is on learning the finer points of the library catalogue and the
various CD’s we own have proven to be very popular and will continue during the forthcoming year,
starting with the scanner classes in July.
A special thank you to all those who donated items to our collection during the year and to the Thursday girls who are always doing something to keep the library neat and tidy and in good working order.

Projects Report
With the passing of another year it is time to reflect on our achievements for the past 12 months once
again. Our small but productive team has done a great job again this year.
We were lucky to get permission from to-nights guest speaker Shirley Penny to index the marriages
she has performed over the past 25 years or so. While the records are restricted they have been
completed and with an eye to the future June Greatz has researched where the marriages took place, a
very timely gesture as even now some of the places have either been renamed or disappeared.
There has been a hold up with Merbein Cemetery. We could use some help there with photographing
the headstones, a small job; there are only about 10,000 to do.
We have made a start on the shire rates which our group transcribed back in the never never.
Currently we are working on the period 1892 to 1899 which has been typed and the proofreading,
which we are able to do to the actual rate books is well advanced. It is our intention to set up a data
base that will be searchable by either name or property description.
Trying to keep abreast with the advancements in technology we have updated our backup procedures
for completed projects. Under the old system we had a copy on the Geno 1 computer, a printed
Master-copy and 2 copies on floppy disc which are stored offsite. We now have added to this 3 copies
on CD, one is housed in the Secretary’s cupboard and the other 2 are housed offsite.
Finally I would like to thank all those who helped with projects over the past year. I would especially
like to mention the Thursday team; you do a great job girls.

Newsletter Report
I write this my last report as newsletter editor with mixed emotions.
While both Kaylene and I have enjoyed our stint as newsletter editors, it has not been without a certain amount of frustration at times. Considering our large membership base most members are shy of
supplying articles for the newsletter. I am sure there are some wonderful finds, stories even helpful
hints that would make interesting reading in the newsletter.
We both feel that it is time for us to step down and somebody else (who doesn’t already have a
position) take over editorial duties. This said we have been proud of our achievements with the
newsletter over the last twelve months, and apart from the last edition all newsletters have been
delivered on time.
We have noticed a change within other societies as to their approach to newsletters. Many no longer
exchange newsletters with other societies, or have made them available on the web only.
Continued page 6

Reports from our Annual Meeting.
Newsletter Report

continued:

Personally I think this is a shame as one can’t beat having a hard copy. Luckily for our members our
society caters to both with snippets of our newsletter available on our web page. We have focused on
making our newsletter first and foremost of interest to our members. It is a way of informing the large
number of members who don’t attend meetings, of the events that have been held, workshops that are
to be held, and general information regarding the society’s activities.
In closing a big thank you to the members who have contributed to our newsletter during our 3 year
term as editors; and our very best of luck to the new editors.
- Sue Clarke and Kaylene Charles.

Webmaster Report:
At the beginning of this year a goal was set to regularly, at least once each month if possible, update
our
website. This goal was accomplished with the exception of one month.
Some very minor changes were made to the already established and very clear and uncluttered layout
of the pages of our site. These changes occurred on the following pages:
* about Mildura, about us, contact us, calendar, index links,
library, location, membership, projects and publications.
There were several new features added:* Genie Gems, which is a photographic diary, including lighthearted
commentary of some MDGS activities held throughout this year, with
historical events added for nostalgic reasons.
* Maps and pictures were added to our location information page with the
aim of assisting those people planning on visiting us while in Mildura.
* Recently we added our newsletter, with a search facility on it, enabling
past Mildura residents to keep in touch.
There are things on the “to do” list, such as renewing the members interests, reviewing the membership
page as well as providing members with the opportunity to establish their own family history page.
Hopefully the new year will see continued change.
I would like to thank, “our Mal.” for helping me get set up at the beginning of the year and on several
occasions with sorting out “bugs”.
Having taken this position without any previous experience of constructing and maintaining webpages,
I have enjoyed the challenge and the opportunity to learn.
- Flo Carruthers

Our Annual Meeting

Society News.

Our annual meeting was held in July and chaired by Shirley Penny.
The election of office bearers was as follows:
President:
Kaylene Charles
As you can see there are quite a
Vice President:
Barry Adams
few positions remaining
Secretary:
vacant. As well you will notice
Asst. Secretary:
that some members have duel
Treasurer:
Mal. Williams
roles!
Newsletter Editor:
If there is someone among our
Asst. Editor:
many members who feels they
Librarian:
Lyn Grant
may like to help out please
Research Officer:
Thelma Bock
contact Kaylene on
Asst. Research Officer:
June Greatz
Public Officer:
Kaylene Charles
50214763
Catering Officer:
Nola Edwards.
You will be welcomed warmly
Webmaster:
Flo Carruthers
and helped to find your feet in
Newsletter Reviewer:
Lyn Grant
the role you undertake.
Roster Officer:
Nola Edwards
Carnegie Reps:
1 Julie Primmer
2 Mal Williams
3 Nola Edwards
At the conclusion of the meeting Shirley Penny gave us a wonderful talk on her experiences as a Marriage
Celebrant, many of which were very amusing. Lyn Grant then presented Shirley with a bound copy of
her records .

FOR SALE
The society has
for sale a North
West Micro-film
Reader NM1 2020.
All enquiries to
Kaylene please
50214763

Scanning classes have been booked
out! In September it is hoped that
the scanning classes will be taken to
another level, and members will be
able to accomplish a project for
themselves using those newly acquired skills.
Congratulations
to member Sharon Morrison on the
early arrival on 17th July of
John Henry Trevatt Morrison.

Wanted!
Our Society would like to obtain a Canon
PC 70 Microfiche & Film Reader.
If you know of one please ring :Kaylene 50214763
Mal. 5027 4591

Good Finds.
Nola Edwards is having fun with the census at
Buronga. She has confirmed that her Great–
Grandfather was not telling a fairy story and that
he truly was a policeman in Bristol.
Marion Hassett has had fun with “genes reunited”
Robin had an email from a Scottish relative and he
sent out 40 pages of relatives/ancestors etc.
Roy has a CD with 16 photos of relatives and homes
connected with his family.

The human brain starts working the
moment you are born and never
stops until you stand up to speak in
public!

Society News.
Is this a branch from your Family?
While working in a local opportunity shop Member Marlene Alford found some pages in a New
English Bible. Inside the back cover was handwritten :
The Frost family tree. July 10th 1883
Mr Alfred Frost Died at Canary Island near Boort on July 3rd 1883 aged 57 years
Frost
Ann, wife of Alfred died at her residence Canary Island Feb 10th 1896 aged 72 years.
Frost Charles Edward son of Alfred & Ann died at Wycherproof January 28th 1921
Frost Alfred son of Alfred & Ann at Durham Ox July 6th 1887 died of Diptheria aged 16 years
Frost Edward Arthur on August 29th 1933 aged 67
Frost George on July 19th at Kangaroo Flat aged 78 years
Frost Frederick on June 28th at Minmindie via Boort aged 96 years
Martin (nee Frost) On July 30th 1934 Mary Ann of Harcourt aged 77 years
Fletcher (nee Frost) Emily Fletcher of Castlemaine aged 90 years
There are other handwritten loose notes as well. Speak to Kaylene or myself should
you be interested

Much Hilarity as the “Hoggets” show their Packing Skills prior to
departing for Salt Lake City

Flo, Lyn, Raylee and Leanne

Flo in demonstration Mode with pockets everywhere!

Hot off the Press Salt Lake City Update :
From Raylee.

Yes I did survive the day at the Grand Canyon, WOW it was awesome. We were up at 6am as we
had to catch a bus to the Salt Lake City Airport at 7:30am.
We flew to Las Vegas in a big plane and then flew in a Helicopter to the Grand Canyon; it took 3/4
hour and was wonderful. Took lots of photos from the Helicopter. The pilot gave us a great
commentary during the trip. After landing at the canyon we were then taken in a small boat down
the Colorado River for a picnic lunch and champagne; the scenery was magnificent. Then back in
the Helicopter for another 3/4 ride back to Las Vegas we wandered around the ‘strip” for a few
hours before going back to the airport to catch our plane back to Salt Lake City. Our plane was
delayed 11/2 hours so we were very late arriving back to our hotel at 11:30pm.
Have a lot to catch up on as we leave Salt Lake City next Friday for London.
Members can read the very newsy notes from the “hogget” tour on our noticeboard at the rooms.

Robin’s Page.
We are pleased to announce that Robin Parker has become a reporter for us and will be having a page
(or two) in future newsletters. He will cover our envy awards, take photos and inform us of any
helpful websites . — Ed.

ENVY AWARD FOR MONTH OF JULY
by Robin Parker

Thanks to RootsWeb.com four years ago, I came into contact with Francisco Haro of Stewarton,
Ayrshire.
I had left a brief message on RootsWeb looking for information on James Watson and Janet Bannerman
of Kilwinning, Ayrshire c1850 and had two replies within a few days, Francisco was one of the replies.
Cisco's great great grandfather Robert Bannerman was a younger brother of Janet Bannerman who
married James Watson at Kilwinning on September 14, 1850, James was a younger brother of my great
great grandfather Andrew Watson who came to Australia in 1852.
James and Janet's marriage was dissolute but they appeared to have stayed together apart from a short
period in 1851 until Janet's death in the 1870s according to various certificates and Scottish records of
the 1800s.
From that first contact we have exchanged family histories, certificates and photographs and also
become great friends over the internet and look forward to meeting up in June 2006.
With help from various contacts in Scotland, England, Canada and Australia, all found on the internet,
we have a record of the Bannerman family beginning with Robert Bannerman and his wife Isobel
Kirkpatrick from 1770s to the 1990s, I have just managed to get the family back a further three
generation to John Bannerman and Catherine Provenn c1652 using microfiche from our Genealogy
Library.Robert Bannerman and wife Isobel Kirkpatrick had four known sons, Robert, John Alexander
and Carrick all have been researched to the present day, but Alexander we took had died as a child but
this week on the research site Genes Reunited I found a direct descendant of Alexander who had
migrated to Canada which is being investigated at the present time. Of the other brothers only John’s
line stayed in Scotland.
Several of my Watson family connect to the Bannerman or related family at different times by
marriage.
Some of the occupations of the Bannerman's are Brick and Pipe Makers, Tobacco Pipe Maker, Coal
Miners, Union Official, various Tradesmen, a Musician and a Doctor amongst other things.
John Bannerman married in Kilwinning in 1828 to Elizabeth Ralston, some of the connecting names to
the Bannerman family in Kilwinning are Aird, Cairns, Osbourne, Sinclair, McWatts, Riddock, Hood,
Hodge and Allison.
DVD & CDs available to borrow, contact Robin Parker on 5027 6307
MEMORIES OF MINING IN SCOTLAND
AULD AYRSHIRE
KILMAURS, PARISH AND BURGH
HISTORY OF KILMARNOCK
1851 & 1861 AYRSHIRE CENSUS INDEX
1898-99 IRVINE POST OFFICE DIRECTORY
KILWINNING POSTCARDS ON CD
DOON THE WATER (GLASGOW)

Watch the next issue for new websites for online family research.

Better Late Than Never!
After 73 years the exploits of Australia’s first Grand Slam Tennis Ace have been recognized.
On Australia Day, 2006, Australian tennis legend, Daphne Akhurst, whose name adorns the trophy given to the
winner of the Australian Women’s singles each year, was inducted into the Australian Tennis Hall of Fame.
Daphne Akhurst’s story is a tragic one of a brilliant tennis career cut short when she died in childbirth in 1933 at
29 years of age. The dominant female player of the 1920’s and the first of Australia’s great women champions,
she won back-to-back Australian singles titles in 1925-26, and three in a row from 1928-30.
The daughter of a lithographer ,Akhurst attended Normanhurst Girls School at Ashfield, Sydney where she was a
bright student and outstanding sportsgirl. She was self-taught as a tennis player and majored in music winning a
scholarship to the State Conservatorium of Music where she gained her D.S.C.M.and won the professional and
Teachers’ Diplomas in 1922. But tennis began to rule her life.
She won the NSW Schoolgirls title four years in a row and, under the watchful eye of Henry Marsh, an influential
player in his own right for many years, was introduced to the top levels of tennis at the NSW Hard-court
titles at Dubbo in 1920, when she was 17. They won the mixed doubles– and Daphne won the women’s doubles
also.
She came into Interstate tennis in 1923 just before her 20th birthday, winning one of Sydney’s biggest tournaments, the County of Cumberland singles. In 1924 she won the Metropolitan singles at Strathfield and the
Victorian Singles, while at the Australian Titles in Melbourne she reached the semi-finals of the singles.
In Women;s doubles she won five Australian titles with three different partners-Sylvia Lance in 1924, Sylvia
Harper (nee Lance) in 1925, Esna Boyd in 1928 and Louie Bickerton in 1929 and 1931, plus four mixed with
three partners-Jim Willard (1924-25), Frenchman Jean Borotro (1928) and Edgar Moon (1929)
She first travelled to Europe in 1925 where she reached the quarterfinals at Wimbleton, returning three years later
to reach the semi-finals following a quarter final appearance in Paris. These achievements and others earned her
an
unofficial world ranking of No 3 that year.
The Daphne Akhurst memorial cup, which was donated to Tennis Australia by the New South Wales lawn Tennis
Association was first used by the tournament in 1934
Daphne Akhurst is the Third Cousin of Phillip Renfee.

—– By P Renfree

Daphne Akhurst is
second from the left
In the picture.

Book Review:
Our Priests
- An Early Parish History
The Parish began as a Mission Outpost in 1889 and a century later it is the largest parish in the Ballarat
Diocese.
The book comprises 128 pages and includes a story on the early history. It includes stories on pioneer
priests while Mildura was a Mission Outpost. It contains precis of the priest’s lives and in most cases is
accompanied by a picture of the priest.
There are lists of priests appointed to serve in the Parish 1905—2005-06. It is an interesting book that
includes information on pioneer families which could be of use to those researching family history.
Also included is information on the convent Boy’s Club, Catholic Women’s League, School Band and
Sacred Heart Tennis Club.
—– Sue Clarke

