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Seasons Greetings to all our Members
Around the Shops - Great Window Displays in Mildura
Visitors to Mildura might be pardoned for
thinking that they are in Bourke Street,
Melbourne, when this week they see the well
dressed windows of Deakin and Langtree
Avenues and of Eighth Street.
Bowring’s and Shilliday’s have made displays
that are magnificent. Washington’s windows are
an exhibition. Mr. R.M. Black’s grocery store vies
with his drapery establishment in striking the
Christmas note. A feature of James Rowe and
Son’s fine window display is a window full of
dolls. Weir’s Novelty shop also catches every eye.
Among grocery stores that of Mr. T Corfield in
Deakin Avenue calls for special mention.
Chemists have advantages in the beauty of their
wares, but there is still room for tasteful display,
and Mr. A.S. Jenkins next to the Post Office and
Mr. H.S. Wheeler at the corner of Eighth Street
and Langtree Avenue have excelled. There are
scores of others that deserve the recognition of a
line in this paragraph, but space considerations
preclude. Every man, women and child in
Sunraysia should resolve to see the shops today,
starting at Adair’s and going through the
alphabet to Yule’s and Zimmers. It will be a
picture alphabet all the way.
— Taken from the Cultivator December 23rd
1922
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Unique Christmas Tree.
Mr and Mrs. John Surgey Entertain Children

On Wednesday evening, December 20, Mr. and Mrs. John Surgey, at their home on the corner of Deakin
Avenue and Fifteenth Street Mildura gave a Christmas Tree for the pleasure of a number of the children
living in the vicinity. Rich and poor were to be treated alike (said Mr. Surgey). About twenty-three children
were present, and benefited by the occasion; also a goodly number of parents were present. The tree was
placed on the lawn, which was gaily festooned with ribbons, chinese lanterns, etc. Refreshments, including
plenty of soft drinks and fruit, were served during the evening.
The unique and decidedly pleasing and interesting feature of the function was that Mrs. Surgey personally
made every present on the tree, her tools being mainly an ordinary hammer, a butcher’s knife and a small
saw! Beyond the knowledge of the pleasure and profit of the children ,the idea was to show parents how a
handy person can put together homemade toys at little cost. The toys made by Mrs. Surgey included carts,
waggons, an ice-cream cart, dolls, a swinging boat, racecourse and horses, rickshaw, doll’s swing, doll’s bed,
sideboard, suite of furniture etc., a stuffed dog and even a wheelbarrow! Also there were dainty little baskets
of lollies.
Not a toy was of flimsy make. The neatness of each was worthy of remark; and when it is remembered that
Mrs. Surgey has three young children of her own, and her housework to attend to, her labor must have been
great. As she says , she has a natural gift for such work. This gift is evidenced not only by the toys on the
Christmas tree, but the unique and dainty dresses that her children wore at recent children’s fancy-dress
parties. The electric-lit “Sunraysia” costume one of the tots wore took a first prize, and a little fairy costume
was “too sweet for anything.” Mrs. Surgey is also very practiced in the house; she personally painted the
walls of the rooms while Mr. Surgey was away, and has made a bedroom dressing bureau and a child’s cot!
All enjoyed themselves hugely at the Surgey home on Wednesday evening, and, when Father Christmas came
along, about 9 p.m., there was great excitement.
And it was all so easy (say Mr. and Mrs. Surgey), discounting their own labor, “and cost so little”. The whole
cost being three to four pounds.
-taken from the Cultivator December 23rd 1922

A Letter from your “acting” Editor.
Here it is time for the Christmas newsletter and I for one am amazed that we are about to farewell
another year. It is time for our Christmas breakup which is being held again at the Inland Botanical
Gardens. We hope to see as many members as possible enjoy a relaxing evening with a delicious hot
meal. This will be the final time our newsletter will be printed by Barry Bishop’s staff free of cost as Barry is
retiring from politics. Kaylene and I would like to thank them all sincerely for their help. It has been a
tremendous help to us to just drop off our “master copy” and pick up our newsletters all collated and stapled.
I also must thank Thelma and June for sourcing our Christmas stories and Robin for his pages. It all helps make
sure members receive a newsletter. Our Hogettes are home from their wonderful trip and we are anticipating lots
of stories and information for our future newsletters!! Welcome home to them all. Enjoy reading your newsletter
and the stories old and new and check out dates for meetings and guest speakers for early 2007.
I wish every member and their families a happy holiday season and good health in the year
that follows.

-Sue Clarke

Project’s Corner

1924—–1965

Continued page 4

Cont. from page 3

Project’s Corner.

- Lyn Grant

President’s Report.
Greetings members & readers. Welcome to December and the reality of another year having just zipped by.
Our last official meeting for the year was held on November 6 th. It was conducted in a reasonably normal but
elongated manner so as to fill the time until royal visitors arrived at 9pm. (Check the society pages for pictures of what went on.) I accept many of our members travel overseas but the HOGGETTES trip was particularly saturated with family history & genealogy so it deserved some celebrating. As well as that it was a very happy and
fun way to conclude the last meeting for the year. The first meeting for 2007 is February 6th . Library re-opens on January 15 th Best wishes to every member and their families for a Happy, Healthy and Safe Christmas & New Year.
It was very sad to hear of the passing of Nick Vine Hall. The MiIdura Society has very happy memories of Nick
when he was one of our guest speakers and consultants at a weekend conference back in 1993. Together with his
wife Patricia, Nick was very generous with his time and knowledge and was an important ingredient in the weekend
being a success.
Our deepest sympathy to Patricia and family; his knowledge and influence in the genealogy world will be missed.
…….. Kaylene Charles

Around the Town On Christmas Eve.
The day was sufficiently warm to send people outside in the evening, and the streets
were fairly thronged from seven o’clock till eleven. The Brass Band was out for a
couple of hours and always gathered a crowd , which was generally appreciative of
the improvement in playing. Bronco George’s circus received fair patronage but on
the whole the people found the greatest amusement in walking about the town,
scanning the various windows, purchasing gifts and chatting with friends. Quite a
considerable number waited on Father Christmas at Bowrings, and he appeared to
have a warm and busy time.
Langtree Avenue is of course now the main avenue and for hours it was densely
crowded. It was almost impossible to get a good look at some of the windows—one
got bustled about so. At Hedgcock’s “Q.C.E.” - a place well beloved by the children,
and holding glad recollections for many just out of their teens— the stream of
purchasers was a continuous one, and a numbers of attendants were kept fairly busy.
The Massey –Harris Co. made a good window display on cycle accessories, and Mrs
Glasson tempted the palate with choice confections and fruit. An excellent display
can always be looked for at Mr. Aug. Muller’s, and this season enhanced his
reputation, the ordinary windows being tasty indeed. Across the way Mrs. Lum had a
great variety of confections and was kept very busy serving drinks and ice-creams.
Mr. Fred Sendy’s window was decked out with dainties, and inside there were
delicacies light and substantial.
Mr. F.W. Scott’s. news agency is well placed for a window display. Books, cards and
stationery of various descriptions were neatly disposed, and surmounted with cards
wishing “A Merry Christmas” and conveying “A Hearty Welcome”.
Mr. R.C. Friedlab showed bottles and mirrors and “mysterious colored waters” as
well as photographic outfits and accessories. The heliotrope ornamentation was
tasty.
Mr. J.E. Grigg made up his window with pipes and other smokers’ requisites. An
appropriate greeting was set out in clay pipe lettering, somewhat ingeniously done.
In Mr. Will Buckle’s, attention was at once held by the revolving multi-colored discs,
and the natural suggestion for a hot evening, was whether a punkah might not easily
be worked in just the same fashion. Egge’s fishmongery and poulterers’ shop was
highly suggestive of the Christmas dinner. Roast sucking-pig (whole), and boiled
ham dotted with cloves made up the big dishes. Beyond the couple of blocks where
the recent unfortunate fire made a gap, is the Working Man’s Cash Supply Store now a drapery establishment as well as a grocery. The
drapery window was showy with its ribbons and ties
and laces, while among the features of the grocery
window were the lollies and spices.
Mr. E.T. Henderson’s was as usual replete with dainty
confections, and with the baker’s ordinary small goods
in addition to the Xmas items.
Cont. page 6

Around the Town on Christmas Eve.
Continued from page 5

At Mr. McColl’s in Deakin Avenue, the grocery window was decked out with nuts and
raisins, and other like eatables of the season, while the other two were respectively
dressed with drapery and crockery. Though somewhat away from the bustle, Mr. W.H.
Neville was by no means out of the running, and many suitable gifts were displayed. At
Mr. J.H. Shilliday’s Arcade,the various windows were enticingly decorated. The drapery
side showed a profusion of curtains, laces and silks, and the other was occupied mainly
by ties, hats and boots. Crockery and glassware filled up a third, and fruit and preserves
a fourth. Jewellery, and silver and gold, with rings, necklets, and bangles of chaste and
of varied design, - and some studded with brilliants—made an excellent display at Mr. T
Mansfields. Mr. Sam Wightman’s well lit cycle depot was the scene of much animation,
and Messrs. Lush and Wangh’s butchery was naturally well patronised. The band was
playing a spirited air as our reporter approached “The Universal” around which a large
crowd had gathered . Mrs. Pugsley had drapery in one window and it was appropriately
priced on Santa Claus tickets with a highly colored Father Xmas and a wreath of ivy and
holly berries. The other window was chock full of toys, central among which was the
bonny “Black Bess” with its sweet lady rider. “Money makes the mare to go”, and it is
understood that the rocker was coaxed into motion at last.
Across the avenue at Mr.R.R. Corbould’s , there was always a crowd, and one would have
to travel a very long distance to find any daintier windows. With some folk the
temptation would be to fill the big spaces from bottom to top, but here they were most
effectively draped with an artistic and airy lightness. In one window a number of
handsome lace curtains were suspended at length, and d’oyleys of all colors and
patterns were daintily placed on the window floor in between. The second large window
had a great deal more color, being made up of shirts, laces and ties, and ornaments for
the bedroom and parlour. The inside of the premises was also prettily decorated, and the
choicest of fineries were disposed in tempting array. It was a fitting establishment at
which to wind up “the Christmas tour of the town”
- excerpts from the Mildura Cultivator 30th December 1905

A Crafty Idea.
Wine Cork Ornaments:
You will need:
wine corks — thin ribbon – tassles
Decorative beads with large holes
Drill
long darning needlescissors
glue
Instructions: Carefully drill a hole lengthwise through
the center of the cork.
Slide one or more beads over the loop of the tassle. Cut approx. 35 cm of
ribbon & slip 1 end into the tassle loop (above the beads) then bring the
ribbon together.
Tread the ribbon (now attached to the tassle) through the darning needle &
bring up through the cork.
Slip 1 or more decorative beads over the ribbon then knot the ribbon several
cms. up leaving a loop to hang from the Christmas tree branch.

Taken from Sunraysia
Daily
December 10th 1964
Greeting patrons as they entered the supper
rooms were two traditional fir Christmas
trees flanking a snowman, who was made
of three rolly polly prickle bushes, of three
sizes in painted silver, with the traditional
top hat. His eyes and buttons were marked
with black. Right from the entrance through
the two rooms was something to admire
and remark on.

Society News
Good to see Roy Fraser at the
October meeting after a lengthy stay in
hospital. Hope you manage to stay
home for a while now Roy!

Congratulations Tom and Joan.
Tom & Joan Heard have become
Grandparents for the first time with
the birth of Rachel Dina in
Melbourne on the
29th August 2006.
Rachel weighed 5lb 4oz and Joan
has knitted booties for starters!
Also believe Bronwyn Zrna has
had a grandchild born.

What do reindeers
say
before telling a joke?
This will sleigh

Congratulations!

Congrats to member Chris. Celegon for her
Ratbags Theatre Company’s success in the recent
Powercor/Prime Mildura Chamber of Commerce
Business Excellence awards. The award was
The Special Award for Innovation sponsored by
AusIndustry. Well done Chris. And Co.

For Sale
The “Settlers in the Sun”
Conference papers books
have been reduced to clear.

$5 including postage.
First Meeting for
2007
Monday February 5th

Happy Birthday
Sue Williams
celebrates her

60th
on 16th November

Guest Speakers:
Chris. Knight
and Liz. Maffei.
A presentation will be
made of the
completed Merbein
Cemetery Records.

Christmas Gifts
To your enemy…...forgiveness
To an opponent…..tolerance
To a friend ……….your heart
To a customer…….service
To all……………..charity
To every child……a good example
To yourself……….respect.
…..Oren Arnold.

Society News.

Our October Meeting was held at a
different venue! Members Thea and
Barbie Cornell offered us the
chance to have a meeting at
Langtree Hall Museum.
Langtree Hall is situated at
79 Walnut Avenue. It is Mildura’s
first public Hall built in 1889 and an important link in Mildura’s
heritage. A museum of local history is at the front of the hall in a pre
1900 cottage. It is well worth a visit to Langtree Hall.
ANITA.

Anita Adams visited us—See “Robin’s Page”
Page 9. newsletter. She bought along her father Barry’s
Family History book that she had put together for him;
…….an heirloom to be very proud of.

Knock Knock
Who’s There
Rudolph
Rudolph Who
Money is the Rudolph of all
evil !!!!

Welcome home Hogettes!

The Hogettes were welcomed home in fine style at the November meeting. A bell ringing town crier suddenly appeared
asking those at the meeting to stand for the Queen, who was piped in by Neville in full Scottish dress. She was
accompanied by her lady in waiting bearing a cushion with a sword and gold keys on it. Each of the hogettes were
asked to come forward and were duly “touched by the sword” and presented with a key to “the Clock Tower!” There
was much hilarity & then members joined the queen for supper. Well done committee members for keeping the
event a secret
Two of the Hogettes returned from the trip having aged “significantly”;
Belated happy 50th Birthday Leanne and 60th Lyn.

Robin’s Page.
We are pleased to announce that Robin Parker has become a reporter for us and
will be having a page (or two) in future newsletters. He will cover our envy awards, take photos and
inform us of any helpful websites . — Ed.

Anita Adams’ Book Design Day Well Received
Anita Adams, a Graphic Designer and
daughter of member Barry Adams gave a
session on useful ways to put a book
together to show your family history to
best advantage to about 12 members
in attendance.
Anita, told us how to use color, photographs
text, borders etc to display our family histories,
I trust we all learnt something from Anita’s
generous time. I for one feel I have learnt
something useful and have tried to put it to good use.
Hopefully all are well on way to producing their
family history. After the session, our President,
Kaylene Charles, presented Anita with one of
the Society’s coffee mugs which are currently on
sale for $12 each.
They would make a great Christmas Gift for a loved one.

Kaylene presenting Anita with a thank you
gift of a Coffee Mug.

Ballarat Cemeteries CD just released.
A joint project between the Genealogical Society of Victoria and the Ballarat & District
Genealogical Society have just released a worthwhile CD for researchers which covers burials in the
Ballarat Old Cemetery, Ballarat New Cemetery and also cremation up to May 2005.
There are a total of 130,000 records in total and CD also shows current maps of the various locations in both
cemeteries. Sounds like a great Christmas gift for members searching in the Ballarat cemeteries.
Ballarat burials commenced in May 1856. For a modest donation the Ballarat & District Genealogical
Society research team will take digital photos of headstones on request.
The cost of the CD is $49.00 plus $6 postage.
Available from the
Genealogical Society of Victoria Inc.
Level B1, 257 Collins Street,
Melbourne, Victoria 3000
or from the
Ballarat & District Genealogical Society.
P.O. Box 1809,
Ballarat Mail Centre, Victoria 3354
Stop Press
The above CD has already arrived!!

Web Sites.
www.adb.online.anu.edu.au
Lists biographies of noted Australians
www.southaustralianhistory.com.au/sailingships.htm
Lists ships and passengers to South Australia
www.slv.vic.gov.au/html
Great site for finding old photographs and paintings etc.
www.blaxland.com/ozships/
www.the shipslists.com/index.html

Robin’s Page
Genes Reunited: Have you tried it…..? By Marion Hassett
I am a fan of Genes Reunited; during 2004, I would scroll through their listings, as this was free. At one
such time I was looking for Cockett’s and found several who were researching my grandfather Alfred
Cockett from Greenwich. I then checked his wife and my grandmother Annie Fitch also from the
Greewich area and the same person was researching both, obviously I felt very
confident that there must be a connection. The advantages soon became apparent, of being a full
member for the sum of $20 a year.
I then made contact with Janet who was the researcher looking for the same family, our 5 Xgreat
grandfathers were brothers. Their father was John Fitch who was born in 1711 at Steeple Bumstead in
Essex before dying in 1806 in Linton, Cambridgeshire, United Kingdom. I was elated because
Cockett’s are few and far between.
We kept in contact and spoke of our families, Janet then told me she was going on holidays in April
and wouldn’t be on the net for a while. I let her know that I too would be away on holidays. Of course I
wanted to know where she was going . I just assumed she was going on holidays in the U.K. “No”, she
said, “I’m off to Australia for a month.” Naturally I wanted to know more and where Janet was going in
Australia. To my surprise she said she was going to Perth.
As it turned out we were to be in Perth at the same time and only three suburbs away from each other
and so we exchanged phone numbers. Janet made contact and we decided we would meet each other.
It was rather like going on a blind date, checking people out just by the description and waiting to be
approached, we decided against the white carnations! At the meeting venue, a lady came up to Alan and
asked if I was Marian. It was very strange but comfortable; I think we both felt that we had known each
other for a long time.
We had a lovely time discussing everything from genealogy to where we both lived and worked in
London, I had left there a single girl intending to stay in Perth for two years before going back, telling my
mother who was heart broken, I had plenty of time to see Scotland, Ireland and Wales and besides I could
do that when I was older, I didn’t realize just how much older though. I have now been in Australia for 39
years and I have never been back” My family moved to Perth from the U.K. two weeks prior to Alan and I
getting married in Perth in 1969. I had met Alan who was from Adelong, N.S.W. and in W.A. on
holidays. The family has all been back for holidays.
Janet is hoping to come to Perth again to see Paul a fellow she found on School Friends Reunited
(a branch of Genes) and had been engaged to many hears ago in London. They both went their
separate ways, married and divorced and found one another again. So Genes Reunited does
have some good tales and I obviously think it is great.
I am hoping that Janet and Paul will be able to come to Mildura.
…………….Marian Hassett.
Researching: Cockett, Fitch, Scrivener, Brown, all England. Hassett in Ireland and Australia.
Simmers, Spiers, Watson, Milne from Scotland and Australia. William Williams from
Breckonshire, Wales and Australia and Eliza Wilson Wexford, Ireland and Australia and
Bourke form Ireland.

Part of Anne’s Article has been held over owing to lack of space….ed.

Library Additions
BOOKS
Donated by Lyn Grant
A DICTIONARY OF SURNAMES
A DOCUMENTARY HISTORY OF AUSTRALIA VOLUME 1: COLONIAL AUST RALIA 1788 - 1840
GENEALOGICAL HISTORY OF PIONEER FAMILIES OF AUSTRALIA
AN ECCLESIASTICAL MAP OF CORNWALL
AUSTRALIAN DICTIONARY OF BIOGRAPHY VOLUME 1 – 13: 1788 - 1939: A -Z
BIBLIOGRAPHY OF THE VICTORIAN ABORIGINES: FROM THE EARLIEST MANUSCRIPTS TO 31 DECE MBER 1970
BLANCHE: AN AUSTRALIAN DIARY 1858 - 1861
CENSUS OF NEW SOUTH WALES: NOVEMBER 1828
DEBRETT'S HANDBOOK OF AUSTRALIA
DRESS AND INSIGNIA OF THE BRITISH ARMY IN AUSTRALIA AND NEW ZEALAND 1770 - 1870
EXPLORING ENGLAND
HISTORICAL RECORDS OF VICTORIA FOUNDATION SERIES VOLUMES 1 - 6
LEASK'S GENEALOGICAL GUIDE TO SOME AUSTRALIAN FAMILIES THEIR ANTECEDENTS AND GENEALOGIES
LETTER OF WELCOME WITH SIGNATORIES TO CHARLES JOSEPH LA TROBE ON HIS ARRIVAL AT PORT PHILLIP 1839
LETTERS VICTORIAN PIONEERS
ORIGINAL PARI SH REGISTERS IN RECORD OFFICE AND LIBRARIES
PLACE NAMES OF AUSTRALIA
RECORDS OF GENEALOGICAL VALUE FOR GERMANY
SQUATTERS' CHOICE: A HISTORY OF THE SWAN HILL DISTRICT HOSPITAL
THE ASTORS
THE EUREKA STOCKADE
THE FIRST SUPPLEMENT TO ORIGINAL PARISH REGISTERS IN RECORD OFFICE AND LIBRARIES
THE GENEALOGIST'S GUIDE
THE SECOND SUPPLEMENT TO ORIGINAL PARISH REGISTERS IN RECORD OFFICE AND LIBRARIES
THE THIRD SUPPLEMENT TO ORIGINAL PARISH REGISTERS IN RECORD OFFICE AND LIBRARIES
VICTORIAN PIONEERS WHO SIGNED THE LOYAL ADDRESS TO THE DUKE OF EDINBURGH IN 1867
Donated by Chris Celegon
BY GOD AND BY FERGIE WE BEAT THE FLOOD
TILPA SESQUICENTENARY 1855 - 2005
Donated by Elwyn Williams
VICTORIA'S CROSS: ANZAC TO ARCHANGEL - THE STORY OF SGT. SAM PEARSE, V.C. M.M.
Donated by Florence Gardam
GARDAM FAMILY VOLUMES 1 - 7
Donated by Judith Robbins
VETERINARY SURGEONS IN GEELONG
Donated by June Greatz
NORTH OF THE 36TH PARALLEL HOPETOUN
Donation Bill Burns & Mildura Library Service
FAMILY SKELETONS: EXPLORING THE LIVES OF OUR DISREPUTABLE ANCESTORS
THE ORIGIN OF ENGLISH SURNAMES
MAUD'S 2ND BOOK OF HOUSES: 20TH CENTURY HOUSES OF WENTWORTH, CURLWAA AND MAINSTREET
DEVELOPMENT
SINGLE & FREE: FEMALE MIGRATION TO AUSTRALIA 1833 – 1837

Library Additions
Purchases
BIG MEN, LONG SHADOWS: A STORY OF THE HISTORY AND HAPPENINGS OF A SHEEP STATION ON THE RIVER
DARLING "WINDALLE"
FLENLEY HISTORY 1779 - 1989
GREATER LONDON CEMETERIES AND CREMATORIA
MAUD'S 2ND BOOK OF HOUSES: 20TH CENTURY HOUSES OF WENTWORTH, CURLWAA AND MAINSTREET
DEVELOPMENT
SINGLE & FREE: FEMALE MIGRATION TO AUSTRALIA 1833 – 1837
SYDNEY BURIAL GROUND 1819 - 1901 (ELIZABETH AND DEVONSHIRE STREETS) AND HISTORY OF SYDNEY'S EARLY CEMETERIES FROM 1788
Mildura & District Genealogical Society Inc. Publications
INDEX TO NEW SOUTH WESTERN STANDARD BULLETIN: JANUARY 1994 TO JUNE 2003
MERBEIN MONUMENTAL & LAWN CEMETERY: REGISTER & MONUMENTAL INSCRIPTIONS 1914 - 2005
CD-ROMS
Donation Tony Luffman
CHARLES BOGUE LUFFMAN
Donation Mildura Library Service
NEW SOUTH WALES - BIRTHS DEATHS & MARRIAGES 1788 - 1888 "PIONEER SERIES"
NEW SOUTH WALES - BIRTHS DEATHS & MARRIAGES 1889 - 1918 "FEDERATION SERIES"
NEW SOUTH WALES - BIRTHS DEATHS & MARRIAGES 1919 - 1945 "BETWEEN THE WARS"
Purchases
INDEX TO NEWSPAPER DEATHS IN VICTORIA 1988 TO 1992
MARRIAGE INDEX OF WESTERN AUSTRALIA 1915 TO 1933
NEW ZEALAND MARRIAGES 1836 - 1956 VERSION 2
POST OFFICE DIRECTORY WESTERN AUSTRALIA 1930-40
RESIDENTS OF NSW 1885: COMPILED FROM THE JOURNAL OF THE LEGISLATIVE ASSEMBLY OF NSW
THE CONVICT SHIPS 1787 – 1868

TRIVIA— Kissing under the mistletoe!
The Druids dedicated mistletoe to the Goddess of Love, which explains the kiss that
goes on under it.
Originally, when a boy kissed a girl, he plucked a berry from the cluster and presented
it to her. When the berries were gone, so were the kisses.
A traditional rhyme about mistletoe is:
“Pick a berry off the mistletoe
For every kiss that’s given.
When the berries have all gone
There’s an end to kissing.”
Victorians bound the mistletoe to a frame to make a “kissing ring”. Each time a gentleman
caught a lady under the mistletoe he was allowed to claim a kiss.

With a Bit of Spare Time?
By Mal. Williams

We all have branches on our family trees that just seem to “disappear”, research simply stops because nothing more
can be found. One such lost branch for me was a ggg-granduncle, Graham LAWSON (1780 - ?), his wife Ann
WRIGHT (? - ?) and their 10 children. There wasn’t (isn’t) a marriage record, but all of their children’s births are
recorded in Blackford PER SCT from 1802 to 1828, sourced from OPR’s as well as the IGI. There is even the
marriage of their eldest child in 1822 and the birth of a grandchild in 1823, again in Blackford. But that is where
everything stopped. No further marriages/births, nothing on the census records and nothing on the Statutory
Registers. This information was all recorded back in June 2003, and at that time I really had no concrete evidence that
this Graham LAWSON was in fact a brother to my ggg-grandfather Charles, just a possible linkage via naming
patterns.
Recently, whilst “resting” after a bit of medical intervention, I had a bit is spare time to engage in what has become a
profitable technique when looking for “lost family” on the internet – utilising a search engine to look for an individual or couple. During one of my stints at the computer and for no reason that I can recall, I decided to look for my
“lost” ggg-granduncle by first googling Graham Lawson which didn’t produce any obvious results except my own
posting to the Rootsweb Lawson mailing list made in Dec 2005! Nor did Lawson + Wright but “Graham
Lawson” + Wright produced a positive result .
Louisa LAWSON - I7711 - Individual Information - - PhpGedView
Anne E . WRIGHT ( I46305 ) . Sister. Margaret Graham LAWSON ( I46122 ) ... William
Graham LAWSON ( I46303 ) ...
www.alden-bugden.ca/phpgedview/individual.php?pid=I7711&ged=aldenbugden.ged - 34k Supplemental Result - Cached - Similar pages

YEESSS!! I exclaimed when I recognized three of the children’s names along with their mother. Opening this page
immediately placed this family in Canada and it has been one wild ride ever since, finding new data and links almost
every day. I started out with just mum, dad and the 10 kids and now have a Canadian branch containing almost 300
individuals in 100 families (mostly up to the early 1900's and now I am working on expanding this tree out to the
present day), including a biography, oodles of newspaper items, some photographs and now contact with decendants
from three of the 10 children of Graham Lawson and Ann Wright, all from the internet, and all for free!
After initially emailing the owner of the website, I began to seek out Canadian websites, not only to find further
genealogical information, but to also educate myself on Canadian geography and history, and the number of quality
websites is quite amazing. Listed below are the sites that I found most useful, most have links to each other one way
or another.
http://olivetreegenealogy.com/index.shtml Good starting point for Canadian or American research.
http://www.rootsweb.com/~canwgw/

Canada GenWeb, your gateway to Canadian Genealogy

http://www.automatedgenealogy.com/index.html 1901, 1906 and 1911 Canadian Census
http://www.collectionscanada.ca/archivianet/index-e.html Library and Archives Canada
http://www.imagescanada.ca/index-e.html Picturing Canadian Culture

Ontario Specific Sites
http://digital.library.mcgill.ca/Countyatlas/

County Maps of Ontario

http://www.collectionscanada.ca/archivianet/020108_e.html 1871 Census for Ontario
http://www.halinet.on.ca/sigs/genweb/halton.htm Halton County Historical & Newspaper Records.

With a Bit of Spare Time?
Continued from page 15
http://listsearches.rootsweb.com/?list=CAN-ONT-HALTON Mailing List for Halton County
http://homepages.rootsweb.com/~maryc/thisisit.htm Ontario Marriage Registrations 1800 – 1917

Manitoba Specific Sites
http://web2.gov.mb.ca/cca/vital/Query.php Vital Statistics for Manitoba
http://www.rootsweb.com/~canmb/index.htm? Manitoba GenWeb

Also, as part of my research, I had emailed Brenda Whitlock at the Archives of the Milton Historical Society, Halton County, requesting contact details for Marshall Neilson, who is the historian for the family which includes a
branch of my Lawsons. I also told her how impressed and indebted I was by the amount of freely available information on the Ontario GenWeb site and more specifically on Halton History. Here was her reply:
Hi Mal - I have mailed copies of our e-mails off to Marshall so he can read them through before getting your information. It really is so nice that after all the work he did on the Births, Deaths and Marriages section of the Halton
Historical Research page, it should link him up with relatives in Australia.
With regard to your very complimentary comments about our web pages - I have to tell you that this is not normal. It also has a few disadvantages. I have a cousin down near Niagara Falls who runs the local historical society there and they don't even have an e-mail. As a result she gets about three letters per year asking for information. I get that amount in a week!
Our web pages started a few years ago and it was mainly because we are Halton Region (used to be Halton
County but the 'powers that be' decided Halton Region was better). Halton Region has a relatively integrated library system. Three people, Geoff, Walter and Gail (Gail being my next door neighbour) who all worked in relatively high positions in the library system and who were all fascinated by local history and, more important, were
computer technology fanatics, felt all the information of all the Halton librarys, historical societies, churches, militia
groups, Legions etc. should be available through the internet. They worked out all the web pages, systems etc.
(they only go wrong about once a week!). They also roped in an enormous number of volunteers to sit at home or
in the local libraries putting information into the system, scanning photographs etc. Thus the systems was
born. It is now pretty gigantic. If you go onto the Halton Historical Research page, you will find some items have
'Read article' after them. Most of these are the complete obituaries from the local papers. I spent about three
years reading micro-film and typing that information into the system. I am now an expert on Victorian obituaries. When I die, I want my obituary to read "And her children rise up and call her blessed" which is how so many
of them ended. I had to give that up when I took over the Archives of the Milton Historical Society.
All this chit-chat is to try to show you that you need people with the expertise, enthusiasm and great interest in local history to say nothing of a load of volunteers and a lot of computers. However, it can all be very satisfying and
makes us feel quite global. Most people who ask for information are very nice. We try to get money from them if
they want lots of photocopies from the microfilms of the old newspapers etc. and most are willing. So it is fun, but
a lot of work.
So hope your correspondence with Marshall proves satisfactory and you get lots of information from him and he
gets lots from you. Oh, by the way, Marshall is over eighty but seems hale and hearty and still lives on the family
farm as far as I know.
Cheers - Brenda

Perhaps we can consider adding some of our indexes to our website, as a small
contribution to the freely available, global genealogical information network ??
Mal Williams

Book Review by Elizabeth Janson

Christmas Recipe.
Ginger Bread Stars:
Ingredients:
180 g. honey
270 g. caster sugar
180 g. butter
20 g. cinnamon
20 g. ground ginger
20 g. ground cloves
50 g. crystallised ginger
60 mls. Milk
2 eggs
1 kg. self-raising flour
Method:
1. Pre-heat oven to 200 deg. C.
Line biscuit trays with Glad Bake
2. Beat together the honey, caster sugar, golden syrup and butter. Add spices
and ginger and stir through. Mix together the milk and eggs and fold into
mixture alternately with the flour.
3. On a lightly floured surface or between sheets of Glad Bake, roll out the
dough to 1 cm thickness. Cut out biscuits with a small star cutter and place
on trays, leaving a little room for spreading. If desired the biscuits can be
brushed with egg wash and sprinkled with raw sugar.
4. Bake about 20 minutes or until golden brown.
Remove and cool on wire rack before storing in an airtight container.

This recipe was supplied by the chefs of The Great South Pacific Express
and printed on the ABC website.

2007
February Meeting
Mon. 5th
Guest Speakers: Chris. Knight and Liz. Maffei
March Meeting: Mon. 5th
?? Question and Answer session with the Hogettes
To be confirmed.

