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“MYSTERY PHOTOGRAPH”
Can anyone help with this photograph, the man
is James Patrick Joseph Kerrigan who worked for
Vacuum Oil Company in Mildura following World
War II. The woman is unknown.
From Army records James enlisted at Lake
Cullullaraine on September 3, 1940, aged 21 years and
was discharged on January 14, 1946 as a Lance
Sergeant.
Back of photo is stamped Ramsay’s Photographic
Service Mildura.
The Editor is interested in finding out what happened to James following this period and can be contacted on
robinparker81@hotmail.com
Last weekend in May 2008
is the Daniel Reunion in Mittagong, N.S.W.
Contact Neil & Andria Daniel on

(02) 62975620 or 0427975621.
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Catering
Membership

Graeme Butler
Barry Adams
Raylee Schultz
Kaylene Charles
Malcolm Williams
Lyn Grant
Thelma Bock
June Greatz
Robin Parker
Ron Oxley

(03) 5024 3986
(03) 5023 2751
(03) 5023 8778
(03) 5021 4763
(03) 5027 4591
(03) 5023 6753
(03) 5024 5330
(03) 5023 2837
(03) 5027 6307
(03) 5023 1041

Lynn Grant
Kaylene Charles
Flo Carruthers

(03) 5023 6753
(03) 5021 4763
(03) 5023 7544

Graeme Butler
Malcolm Williams
Barry Adams
Nola Edwards
Joining Fee
Ordinary
Concession
Joint
Badge Fee

(03) 5024 3986
(03) 5027 4591
(03) 5023 2751
(03) 5024 5198
$10
$22
$16.50
$33
$10

Membership Benefits:Free use of library.
Receive quarterly Newsletter.
Free research queries published in Newsletter.
Meetings:- Ist Monday of month except January and
December.
Library Hours:Monday
Tuesday
Wednesday
Thursday
Friday
Saturday

11.00am-4.00pm
11.00am-4.00pm
11.00am-4.00pm
Closed
Closed
11.00am-4.00pm

$5.00 for Non Members
Library Fees:Photocopying 10c Computer printouts 20c
Newsletter:- “The Grapeline” published
March, June, September and December.
Closing dates for newsletter submissions
20th Feb, 20 May, 20th Aug. and 20th Nov.

Society Volunteer Roster
Dec 3 Thelma & Nola
Dec 10 Graeme Butler

Dec 4 Leanne Watmuff
Dec 11 Robin Parker

Dec 5 Thelma & June
Dec 12 Sue Faux

Dec 8 Lynn Craig
Dec 15 Shirley W’ward

Jan 14 Barry & Kevin
Jan 21 Kaylene Charles
Jan 28 Graeme Butler
Feb 4 Thelma & Nola
Feb 11 Barry & Kevin
Feb 18 Kaylene Charles

Jan 15 Tom Heard
Jan 22 June & Joyce
Jan 29 Leanne Watmuff
Feb 5 Robin Parker
Feb 12 Tom Heard
Feb 19 June & Joyce

Jan 16 Tom Bea
Jan 23 Thelma & June
Jan 30 Sue Faux
Feb 6 Nola Edwards
Feb 13 Tom Beale
Feb 20 Thelma & June

Dec 19 Ann Legin
Jan 26 Flo Carruthers
Feb 2 Chris Celegon
Feb 9 Lynn Craig
Feb 16 Shirley W’ward
Feb 23 Ann Legin

Merry Christmas
and a Happy New Year
to all our members
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Gotcha

Don’t forget the Irish!
Irish born people who arrived in
S.A. 1836-1885

Various members of the Mildura & District
Genealogical Society in party mode, couldn’t resist
this photo of our camera shy Librarian Lynn
Grant, top centre.

Editor’s Report
Welcome to the final newsletter for 2007, following the feedback received over the past couple of
months the content has been well received and has
been a joy to do.
Any thoughts on content for 2008 will be gratefully received.
Members who have never submitted a member profile, I am more than happy to publish, to give members
a familiar knowledge of you of your interests.
I trust all will have a Very Merry Christmas and a
Happy New Year.

In just about every South Australian
family, there is an Irish ancestor
somewhere, even if they only married
into your family.
Don’t miss the opportunity to record
their details in the historical project.
Pick up a form from the
Mildura Genealogy Society
or download from saghs.org.au
or write to Pat Roberts at
87 Fifth Avenue, Joslin 5070
South Australia
and she will post you a form.

To give away approx.
60 formatted 3.5 inch diskettes.
No further use
Contact editor, Robin Parker
(03) 5027 6307

MEMBERS,
THE MILDURA GENEALOGICAL SOCIETY
IS LOOKING FOR CD, DVD’S,FICHE ETC.
TO PURCHASE, HAVE YOU A WISH LIST
YOU WANT OUR LIBRARIAN TO
CONSIDER PURCHASING,
IF SO, CHECK OUT PAGE 17
OF THIS NEWSLETTER AND COMPLETE
DETAILS AND RETURN TO LYNN GRANT
AT THE SOCIETY ROOMS

Special Interest Group Irish.

Editor*Disclaimer: The Editor does not accept any responsibility for the opinions or the accuracy in the information contained in this newsletter.
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William Archer, father of
Victorian Registration
In November 1852, an English gentleman and
statistition, William Archer arrived in Melbourne.
It was not long before Governor LaTrobe appointed Mr Archer to read the new Registration (Births,
Deaths and Marriages) Act, which was proclaimed on
18 January 1853, and to formulate the guidelines for
the position of Registrar General. The 31 March 1853
saw the commencement of the new Registration Act in
Victoria.
William Archer was appointed as Acting Registrar
General and from July 1, 1853 the public were required
to register births and deaths in person with the local
District Registrar. Deaths were to be registered before
the funeral took place and the undertaker was required
to obtain a certificate of registration from the local
District Registrar and after the burial they had to “attest
to the place and date of internment”. Births and deaths
on British vessels coming to Victoria also had to be
registered.
William Archer’s reign was short-lived when he
was passed over for the first Registrar General position
with the appointment of Major Norman Campbell in
January 1854. Archer was retained as deputy, but there
was quite a reaction to the Campbell appointment, as
reported in the Argus newspaper on January 7, 1854.
The editorial stated, with regard to Archer’s displacement that this was a move “to make way for a mere private favorite and hanger-on of Mr LaTrobe, appears an
outrageous sacrifice of merit to favourism, and a wanton destruction of the efficiency of a department for the
purpose of securing a snug berth for a friend.”
In 1859 William Archer finally reasised his goal
when he was appointed Registrar-General by the
O’Shannassy govwernment, following the death of
Major Norman Campbell.
The Father of Civil Registralion in Victoria ~
William Archer (1825-1909) Gentleman, Statistition
and Registrar-General of Victoria.
William Henry Archer was born in London on
November 13, 1825, the second son of William and
Sarah Archer (nee Adams). He spent his childhood
years in Clapham with his parents and younger brother
Alfred (born March 31, 1835). In 1841 he joined the
Medical, Invalid and General Life Assurance Company
(London) as a clerk. He trained unter the Actuary,
Francis Gustavus Pavious Neison and developed his
love of statistics. Archer also studied and became fluent in several languages, including Spanish, French
and German.
In 1848, Archer embraced the Roman Catholic faith
and became a dedicated supporter of the church
throughout his life. His devotion and dedication to all
aspects of his life were ultimately recognised when he
was awarded the Papal decoration of Gregory the Great

in 1870 and in 1884 was made a Knight Comander of
Pio Nono.
Alfred Archer arrived in Melbourne in 1850, later
followed by his parents, who arrived on September 4,
1852 on the Bangalore. Despite writing to his brother
trying to convince him to return home to England,
William followed his parents to Melbourne soon after,
arriving on the Diadem on November 29, 1852.
Shortly after his arrival, William was appointed by
Governor LaTrobe to examine the Act. Subsequently,
William was appointed acting Registraer-General,
sadly his first entry was that of his brother Alfred, who
had died of typhoid on April 4 at the age of 18 years.
Over the next six months, William drew up detailed
procedures for the accurate statistical recording of data
of births, deaths and marriages in the State of Victoria.
However, he was passed over for the postition of first
Registrar General in favour of Major Norman
Campbell in January 1854. Public sympathy favoured
William Archer and this was evident in the newspapers
of the day. He was subsequently appointed Deputy
Registrar -General.
Archer travelled around Victoria with the aim of
recruiting literate and agreeable Deputy Registrars
capable of accurately recording the statistical data
required by the State, a practice which continued until
1960.
During the next few years, Archer’s love of statistics and his considerable knowledge on a wide range of
topics, together with his desire to introduce the public
to the world of statistics, lead him to edit the privately
produced periodical “Facts and Figures” in 1857-58, as
a follow up to the “Statistical Registrar “ of 1854.
Archer corresponded with Reverend Patrick Smythe
and Rafaello Carboni, who was arrested and tried for
treason following the Eureka Stockade on December 3,
1854 at Ballarat.
On October 10, 1855, Archer married Mary
Charnley Nind, daughter of Captain Phillip Nind (of
the Royal Navy) and Mary Charnley Nind (nee White)
at Saint Francis Church, Melbourne. William and Mary
had five children, but three died as infants, while
William born (1858) died at fourteen years. Only Glace
Mary survived to adulthood. In 1892 Grace married
Phillip Gaven Duffy, the son of Sir Charles Gavan
Duffy, ex Premier of Victoria, and his second wife
Susan Duffy (nee Hughes). Despite his reputation for
accuracy and statistical correctness, and despite our
attempts to prove otherwise, it would seem that Archer
did not register the birth of his first born child, Mary
Margaret Nind Archer who was born July 16, 1857 and
died on January 16, 1858, according to the Archer family bible.
Finally in 1859, William Archer realised his goal
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when he was appointed Registrar-General by the
O’Shannassy government following the death of Major
Norman Campbell. Archer’s high standing in the community was noted when he was elected as one of the
founding committee of the Victoria Club. Between
1861-1863, he served on the Council of the Royal
Society of Victoria.
In 1862, he was appointed to administer the Land
Transfer Act, the introduction of the Torrens Title system of land registration. Those who believed his lack of
legal training made him unqualified for the position
challenged his role. Much to Archer’s disappointment,
these views reluctantly forced him to resign in 1863.
Not to be beaten, Archer subsequently studied law at
Melbourne University, was called to the bar in 1867
and was invited to become Registrar of Titles in 1868.
The May of 1874 brought forth another promotion to
Secretary of Lands and Survey, following an enquiry
into the Lands Department.
The January 8, 1878 was to become known as
“Black Wednesday”, the day when the government of
Graham Berry sacked some two hundred public servants, among them, many long serving, and high profile men. William Archer did not escape the purge and
consequently he was never to be regularly employed
again. Archer made two attempts to enter politics, but
was rejected on both occasions. Firstly, because, at that
stage, still a public servant and secondly because of the

strong public stand he has taken on the issue of
Catholic education was considered to be a potential
embarrassment to the James Service Government.
William Archer’s father, William senior died in
1876 at the age of seventy-six years. His mother followed ten years later, aged eighty-seven years. Mary
Charnley Archer died in 1899 at Hawthorn. In the last
years of his life, William enjoyed a quiet life pursuing
his interest in clay modelling at his home in Windsor.
On April 29, 1919, William Henry Archer passed away
aged eighty-four years. He is buried at Boroondarah
Cemetery, Kew. The inscription on his headstone
reads:
In Loving Memory
William Henry Archer K.C.P. K.S.G.
Died April 29 1909, 84 years.
The Editor’s great grandfather’s younger sister
Jessie Archer Watson was born at Ballarat in 1856 and
it is very possible Jessie may have been named after
William Archer in honour of his work as Regisrar
General, as the name does not appear in previous generations.

Special thanks to the GSV for permission in using
this story from the Ancestor magazine, I feel it was
worth reprinting.

Centenary of Mildura foundation stone
Sunday, October 14, 2007 marked the centenary of the laying of the
foundation stone at the Carnegie Centre in Deakin Avenue Mildura.
An open day was planned for and well presented by Historical and
Genealogical Society members and the general public.
After several failed local attempts, Lord Hopetoun, the then Governor of
Victoria put forward a request on behalf of the borough for funding to build a
new library in Mildura, this request was successful with a grant of 2000 pounds.
This is one of only four libraries in Australia which were funded by Mr Andrew
Carnegie.
The foundation stone at Mildura was laid by Lieutenant-Governor Sir John
Madden and Elisha Clement DeGaris who was the Shire President at the time.
The library was completed in April, 1908 and officially opened on July 16,
1908 by the Governor General Lord Northcote in front of 2000 people. The
Carnegie Building was the district’s main library until May 31, 1996 when the
new library was opened at the Alfred Deakin Centre.
12 months later the Mildura Historical Society and the Mildura
Genealogical Society moved into the Carnegie Centre.
Mildura
Andrew Carnegie was born at Dunfermline, Fife,
November 16 1908
Scotland, a son of William T. Carnegie, a Hand Loom
Weaver, his mother was Margaret Morrison, the family
were hard working but impoverished.
The first Carnegie Library was built in Dunfermline,
Fife in 1881.
Andrew’s mother laid the foundation stone at
Dunfermline Library.
Andrew Carnegie aged 16 is pictured with younger
brother Thomas.
Pictured Right: is the the Carnegie Library in Mildura
one of three built in country towns in Australia.
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Victorian Registry of
Births, Deaths and Marriages
by Anne Levins
It is that time of year again. On behalf of the
This month, we are featuring Private Vivian Vernon
Registrar, Helen Trihas, and all the staff at the Registry Godden whose photo is taken from our collection of
of Births, Deaths and Marriages, we wish you all a photographs for the “War Dead Project”. The submitMerry Christmas and a very safe and prosperous New ter has kindly given the Registry permission to reproYear in 2008.
duce the information in this article.
VicHeritage section plans, develops and designs
Private Godden was Killed In Action near Flers,
products and services focusing on the family and local France on 2nd November 1916. He has no known
history communities. We hold an extensive collection grave but his name is remembered on the Villersof records and images that are of great historical sig- Britonneux Memorial.
nificance. This collection is a valuable resource to
The following is an excerpt from the diary of his
family and local historians, genealogists and the gener- elder brother, Gunner Rupert Roy Godden, who also
al public alike.
served in France: “Saturday May 19, 1917 - Found
Reminder: Revised Access Policy
Sergt Major of Viv’s Battn. 7th. He told me Viv was
The revised Access Policy came into effect on 1st killed by a shell 5 miles behind the front line. He was
August 2007, and it governs the access to records held one of a fatigue party working in the woods near
by the Victorian Registry of Births, Deaths and Gourdecourt. SM very sorry to lose him - gave him
Marriages. One of the key things to note is that restric- very good character.”
tion periods on public access to birth and change of
Private Vivian Vernon Godden was awarded the
name records have increased from 75 to 100 years.
1914/15 Star, the British War Medal and the Victory
If you can prove the registered person is deceased Medal.
and you can show that you are the `next of kin’ or you
So, if you have a photograph of one of the servicecan demonstrate a family relationship to the registered men or servicewomen who lost their lives during any
person, you can make an application to the Registry for of the conflicts that Australia has been involved in,
access to that record. Once the Registry is satisfied please give consideration to submitting a photograph
with the grounds of the application a non-proof of iden- of them or their grave/headstone to be included as part
tity certificate will be issued.
of the project. Any enquiries or to obtain forms to subThe Registry is currently working on a range of mit a photograph please contact me by email on vicproducts that will consolidate, improve and release bdm@justice.vic.gov.au
records consistent with the revised Access Policy.
The Burial Index
PROJECT UPDATES:
Data entry and audit on the death registers for 1947
Australia’s War Dead Project
has now been completed. This has enhanced death
The Victorian Registry, in co-operation of the index records with additional fields to show place and
Australian Army (SCMA Division) has been working date of burial, whether an inquest was undertaken (or
on a project to create an index database of all not) and in addition, we have expanded abbreviations
Australian servicemen and servicewoman who gave in the place of death field and names fields, particulartheir lives whilst serving their country during conflict. ly the given names, checked the ages and marked
It is intention of this project to celebrate their lives, rec- whether the deceased was male, female or unknown.
ognize their sacrifice and commemorate their deaths.
The Cemetery Association component of this projThe Australia’s War Dead Index will cover every ect links the various name changes and variations a
State and Territory in Australia, not just Victoria. specific location has been known as or registered as
Many family researchers look for that ancestor that has over the years. Where original cemetery registers have
been born to a family and then simply disappears with- not survived through fire, flood and time, these will
out a marriage or a death to be found in the indexes. also benefit immensely in assistance for restoring their
This index may provide some answers when it is pub- registers and preserving the heritage of a local commulished.
nity.
Our photograph collection is increasing every day
On-Line Services
with submissions from various resources, including our
The Registry’s online services is still gaining popucustomers and family historians. It has been wonder- larity and the feedback from the users is positive which
ful to see so many people contributing the photographs is very pleasing to hear. The online site can be reached
of their family members to be part of this project. Once by using the web address: http://www.bdm.vic.gov.au
the image is attached to the record, the entry takes on a Please note that this is a new web address.
new concept which identifies the person for whom the
From the Pages of the Register
record was created and recognizes their service.
Since 1853, the Registry has been part of literally
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thousands of events that have signified the lives of
Victorians. We acknowledge the joyous and memorable times of registering the births of babies, the occasions when couples marry (and sometimes we perform
the ceremonies) and the tragedy of a death of a fellow
Victorian.
February and March have always been notorious
for deaths during the Bushfire season. Over the years,
BDM has had the poignant task of registering these
fatalities. Some stand out in the death registers as compelling reminders of the intricate, yet vital work that
we undertake.
Bushfires have affected Victorian families for many
years, but there are some that stand out in our memories more than others, whether or not we were around
for them. The stories have been passed down through
the generations. But we have the privilege of holding
the original registers and it is our undertaking to protect
and hold these records in perpetuity.
Amongst the worst bushfires in Victoria’s history
were the fires in 1898, 1926, 1932, 1939. 1943/44,
1983 and 2003.
`Red Tuesday’ - 1st February 1898, when 12 people
died and over 1500 homes were destroyed in
Gippsland.
`Black Friday’ - 14th February 1926, when 31 people died in fires that raged in the timbered mountain
areas of south-eastern Australia. 14 of the victims succumbed to smoke, in one forest saw-mill.
In early February 1932, 9 people died in mountain
forest fires, six of them at O’Shea’s and Bennett’s mill
in the Thompson Valley.
In 1939, many fires broke out across the State. The
first victims of these fires were Forest Officers John
Barling and Charles Demby while fighting the fire at
Toolangi. Monett’s mill in the Erica district was
destroyed. Twelve forest workers died in the Rubicon
forest and another 7 people died along the Acheron
Way. Ben Saxton and 25 of his workers battled a fire
near the Tangil Bren mill. Temperatures in Melbourne
peaked at 12.30pm on Friday the 13th, `Black Friday’,
and by the end of the day 71 men, women and children
had perished in the fires that swept across Victoria.
Ben and Dorothy Saxton with a young worker, Michael
Gorey had taken shelter in a small dug-out at the
Saxton’s Tangil Bren mill but they did not survive this
fire. Ben and Dorothy had married on 15th August
1936 and in the following year, Ben and his brothers
had built the saw mill in the remote Tanjil Forest area.
Around 3pm that afternoon fire engulfed Woods Point.
In another part of the State, four of the Robinson family children from Colac, aged betweeb 8 and 14 years,
became separated from their family as they tried to
escape down a bush track. When their father found
their bodies, they were lying in pairs in the order they
walk to school. Later that afternoon, 15 people died at
Fitzpatrick’s mill in the Matlock forest. More than 150
cars followed the hearse carrying the coffins of Ben
and Dorothy Saxton on Monday 16th February.
In the summer of 1943 and 1944, grass fires swept
across North East Victoria, Central Gippsland and the

Western district with 51 lives being lost.
In 1983, the `Ash Wednesday’ fires raged in
Victoria and South Australia and 71 lives were lost in
fires that claimed lives particularly on the suburban
fringe. Some of the most devastated areas were in the
foothills of the Dandenong Ranges.
In 2003, fire was again burning in the south eastern
forests with more than a million hectares burnt across
the Australian Alps, prompting grave fears of the 1939
`Black Friday’ fires.
The births and deaths of the Robinson children, the
marriage and deaths of Ben and Dorothy Saxton, the
deaths of the Forest Officers and the deaths of the saw
millers and other folk who perished in the fires of 1898
- 12 lives lost on Red Tuesday, 1926 - 31 lives lost on
Black Friday, 1932 - 9 lives lost, 1939 - 71 lives lost on
Black Friday, 1943/44 - 51 lives lost and 1983 - 71
lives lost on Ash Wednesday.
The lives of these people are recorded in the pages
of our Registers and our Registers will hold their memory for many years to come. And the family historian
will eventually read the page and rebuild their lives
through research. Each entry in our registers holds the
key to a life and VicHeritage unlocks the door to a
treasure chest of memorable events.
The information in this section of the article, “From
the Pages of the Register”, was researched from the
following sources: Abc.net.au/blackfriday/timeline/
default.htm, Forest Science Centre, Forest Ecology Fire Research and the Registers of the Birth, Death and
Marriages Registry, Victoria.
Volunteers
The Registry’s group of Volunteers are very committed and enthusiastic regarding the fields of family
history and genealogy and they play an integral role in
our VicHeritage team. Their commitment and hard
work is very highly valued by the Registry.
The Registry Volunteers Christmas Luncheon will
be held at the Savoy Plaza Ballroom on 7th December
2007. It is always a pleasure to recognize the integral
role and contribution played by the Volunteers at the
Registry and so, the luncheon is held in honour of our
Volunteer’s hard work throughout the year on our various family history projects.
There has been great interest in Volunteering at the
Registry over the years, which has been wonderful. We
will have a few vacancies in our Volunteers Project
Room next year. There are spaces available on most
afternoons, so if you would like to join us, please contact me at the Registry at vicbdm@justice.vic.gov.au.
One of the reasons that my work is made so rewarding is because of the Volunteers and their commitment
to the projects and the Registry of Births, Deaths and
Marriages. Therefore, I would like to express my sincere thanks to all of our Registry Volunteers and congratulate them all on a successful year for 2007.
VicHeritage Mailing List
If you would like to go on the VicHeritage Mailing
List, simply fill in the form below and post it to the
Registry of Births, Deaths and Marriages, P.O. Box
4332, Melbourne, 3001, Victoria, Australia. Your
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details will be entered into a Mailing List database,
kept at the Registry of Births, Deaths and Marriages,
Victoria. The Mailing List will be used for no other
purpose than keeping you informed about new family
history products, including our CDs and On-Line
Services.
Please note that the VicHeritage Mailing List is not
a regular publication or newsletter. Its’ function is to
notify you of any new family history product releases
or other important Registry notices that may affect the
family history community.
I wish to be included on the Registry of Births,

Deaths and Marriages Mailing List Database to be kept
informed of new products and VicHeritageT information.
Please Print
Surname . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . .
Given Name . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . .
Address . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . .
Post Code . . . . . . . .
Email Address . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . .

Latest Library Acquisitions
by Lynn Grant

BOOKS
1997 HOLY TRINITY LUTHERAN SCHOOL MILDURA
Donated by June Greatz
FAULKHEAD WILLIAM & SMITH ANN URSULA
IRISH FORTUNES: CLARKE & RUSSELL FAMILIES IN CRESWICK
Donated by June Greatz
MODIFIED REGISTER FOR THOMAS GARDAM Donated by Florence Gardam
STEAM ON THE LENS: THE PHOTOGRAPHS OF WILF HENTY
Donated By June Greatz
THE WRECK OF THE GENERAL GRANT Donated by Wentworth Library

BAY 7 SHELF 1
BAY 8 SHELF 2
BAY 8 SHELF 2
BAY 8 SHELF 2
BAY 10 SHELF 2
BAY 1 SHELF 3

CD-ROMS
AUSTRALIA VICTORIA:CHELTENHAM CEMETERY HEADSTONES 1933 – 2000 GENO 4
COMPUTER
CEMETERY HEADSTONES OF DURHAM OX, MITIAMO & PYRAMID HILL
GENO 4
COMPUTER
KANGAROO FLAT CEMETERY BENDIGO:
PHOTOGRAPHS OF HEADSTONES RD
GENO 4
COMPUTER
MOUNT ALEXANDER GOLDFIELDS, SOUTHERN CEMETERIES,
HEADSTONE PHOTOGRAPHS - FRYERSTOWN, GUILDFORD & VAUGHAN
GENO 4
COMPUTER
OMEO CEMETERY
GENO 4
COMPUTER
STANLEY HISTORY & CEMETERY
GENO 4
COMPUTER
TOWANINNIE PUBLIC CEMETERY VICTORIA
PHOTOGRAPHS OF HEADSTONES:
THE FORGOTTEN CORNISH SETTLEMENT
GENO 4
COMPUTER
WAVERLEY & SOUTH HEAD: GENERAL CEMETERIES TRANSCRIPTIONS
GENO 3
COMPUTER

MICROFICHE
BAIRNSDALE CEMETERY TRANSRIPTION REGISTERS 1871 – 2000
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BAY 11
DRAWER 4
BOX 5

Leanne speaks on English
Research in London
At our September meeting, member Leanne
Watmuff of the Wentworth Library gave a talk on
various libraries and repositories in London for the
avid family researcher. To members in attendance it
was of geat interest.
The Society of Genealogists, a private library holds:
Reference Material.
County Book alphabetical by Parish.
Transcriptions of parish records, some records back to
1500’s but not all parishes.
Best collection of school records in the British Isles.
Teaching staff.
Mid 1800’s girls school & records appear.
Boyd’s marriage indexes.
Apprentice records.
Boxed files.
Manuscripts.
Indexes to 19th century census.
Guildhall Library, Library for the City of London.
Trade and Street Directories.
Meeting place of Guild’s.
Trade Guild’s pre 1400.
Freeman of the City of London.
Bishop of London--Churches outside British Isles.
Parish registers for the City of London.
One name studies.
www.history.ac.uk
London Metropolitan Archives, Greater London
Area.
Croydon, Heathrow and Stratford.
Excellent website (try it out)
Helpful information sheets.
Electoral registers.
Poll-books--see who people voted for.
School registers & Education Records.
Records of WWII children evacuated after the war.
Volunteer forces.
Hospital records.--Foundlings.
Poor-law records, Some.
Parish, counties amendment acts after 1834.
Single mothers.
City of London cemetery records.

Jewish Organisations from
1591.
Charities from 1377.
Maps, plans, prints and photographs.
Parliament Archives
House of Lords.
Open to Public.
Other Libraries and Repositories are:
Kew Repository.
Bishopgate Library.
British Library.
Colindale Library is the Leanne Watmuff
British Newspaper Library,
containing microfilmed and original copies.
National Library.

Useful Websites
GREAT WAR SOCIETY
www.worldwar1.com/tgws/tgws2.htm
GENEALOGY RELATIONSHIP TERMS &
DEFINITIONS
www.searchforancestors.com/utility/relationshipterms.html
ARCHIVE MAPS
http://archivemaps.com/mapco/index.htm
ATLAS OF EUROPE
www.euratlas.com/index.html
LIBRARY IRELAND
www.LibraryIreland.com/
IRELAND-AUSTRALIA TRANSPORTATION
RECORDS (1791-1853)
www.nationalarchives.ie/topics/transportation/
search01.html
COUNTY TYRONE GENEALOGY
http://freepages.genealogy.rootsweb.com/~tyrone/i
ndex.html#search
SANDS DIRECTORIES:SYDNEY AND N.S.W.
1861-1933

Society Items for Sale
Sunraysia Daily Indexes
Merbein Cemetery Index
Red Cliffs Cemetery Index
Mildura Law Courts Index 1889-1910
Society Coffee Mugs
Settler in the Sun Conference Book
Wall Charts — Seven Generations

$20.00
$25.00
$25.00
$10.00
$10.00
FREE
$1.50
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Huckel Family History Book
released at Family Reunion
Envy Award winner for September was Joan
Heard of Mildura, congratulations Joan a lot of
hard work has come to fruitition.
A copy of Joan’s well documented book which contains many photographs was kindly presented to the
Society Library, thanks Joan and Tom, much appreciated.
The second reunion of the Huckel family was held
on March 25, 2007 at number 5 Eureka Street,
Chewton, Victoria, the home of Elaine and Len
Appleton.
Elaine is a fifth generation from William John
Huckel (Snr.) who emigrated from Richmond, Surrey,
London, sometime between 1850 and 1854 to Hobart
Town, Tasmania. He married Charlotte Elizabeth
Smith in Hobart Town in 1854.
Sometime before 1857 they came across to Victoria
to Chewton, evidently for the gold rush. They resided
at Steeles Gully later moving to Eureka Street, where
six generations of the Huckel family have lived.
The families started arriving at the reunion about
10.30am, sitting around outside chatting and viewing
Elaine’s garden including a Japanese and Chinese garden, also her museum which took us back in time as far
as the gold rush days. Also the old home with its old
fashioned drapes on the long tall windows, another feature was Elaine’s collection of dolls all names after
members of the Huckel family. In the back yard is
“Elaine’s shed” where she has numerous photographs
and history of Chewton around the walls.
After lunch a video and photos were taken and various speeched made.
The book was compiled by Joan and printed by
Perma Laminating of Mildura was displayed for sale.
In the afternoon all attending walked down to the
other end of Eureka Street to see the old Huckel home

Pictured above: Is a copy of the Huckel family history, fellow society members the book is well worth
a read. A copy is available in our library for members to read.
which has been renovated by the present owners who
do not belong to the Huckel family, some of the original stone has been used in the renovations.
Arriving back at Len and Elaine’s to enjoy a welcome “cuppa” and eats for afternoon tea.
A great day was had by all, meeting new relations
and catching up with one’s we had not seen for a while,
also the oldest and youngest of the family.
by member Joan M. Heard, nee Huckel.

Our thoughts go out to member Nola Edwards who
is recovering at home following heart surgery in
Adelaide, looking forward to your return Nola.
Birthday wishes go out to our former editor Sue
Clarke, current editor Robin Parker and our overworked Librarian, Lynn Grant who have all recently
celebrated their 60th birthdays, must have been a
great year in 1947.
Have just heard the Mildura headstones have now
nearly all been photographed by Lynn Grant, the
Mildura Cemetery book when complete will be for
sale along with Redcliffs and Merbein Cemetery
which are currently for sale at $25 each.

Some websites worth noting:

AUSTRALIAN
ARCHIVE OFFICES
NATIONAL —
NSW —
NT —
QLD —
SA —
TAS —
WA —
VIC —

Members with stories of interest for publication
are asked to contact the Editor on robinparker81@hotmail.com or can leave material at our
society rooms.
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www.naa.gov.au
www.records.nsw.gov.au
www.nt.gov.au/dcis/nta
www.archives.qld.gov.au
www.archives.sa.gov.au
www.archives.tas.gov.au
www.sro.wa.gov.au
www.prov.vic.gov.au

On the trail of a love lost
Someone thought a lot of Light Horse Trooper
Percy Beckett – enough to draw a map of his final
resting place and mail it home to his betrothed.
Percy Hamlin Beckett was killed in action at
Gallipoli, aged just 26. He was an auctioneer from
Irymple who joined up to fight for his adopted country.
Born in Somerset, England, he came Down Under
as a fresh faced 23 year old, presumably to start a new
life, but the Great War got in the way.
He joined up along with so many other young men
of his generation and went to war. He spent some time
in Egypt with the 8th Light Horse Regiment before
being shipped to Gallipoli to become one of the thousands of Australian casualties on that now hallowed
foreign shore.
What makes this story different to many others was
that someone, maybe one of his close mates, lovingly
drew a detailed map of his Gallipoli resting place and
mailed it home.
It is not something someone would do lightly, particularly during a war when just staying alive is a priority, but this is where the story gets abit tricky.
The map was found amongst the possessions of
Irymple’s Lillian Merifield when she died in 1981.
Grandniece and longtime Red Cliffs resident Julie
Primmer, nee Giddings discovered the drawing when
sorting through her her great aunt’s lifetime of memorabilia.
“The Giddings have been around Mildura since
1915,” Julie said, her grandfather arrived here from
Maryborough in search of new horizons and opportunities.
“My great aunt never married and all I ever heard
was that she lost her fiance in the First World War,”
Julie said recently. “While we can only speculate that
her fiance was Percy Beckett, all the clues seem to
point to that being the case.
To add weight to the case are the trinkets with a distinctly Egyption flavour that Julie found amongst her
great aunt’s possessions.
That, said Julie, a keen genealogist, pointed to
someone her aunt knew having spent time in the
Middle East, like Australia’s Light Horse Regiments.
It wasn’t long before Julie was putting her sleuthing
skills to work and tracking down all the information
she could about Percy.
She accessed his Australian Army service record
and found that he was killed in action on August 7,
1915 and now lies buried in a Turkish graveyard
known as the Ari Burnu Cemetery.
Whether or not Percy Hamlin Beckett was the
fiance Lillian Merifield lost in the Great War may
never be known for sure, but the fact that someone
went to such lengths to make sure someone knew
where he was buried (at that time), and that the map
was found in Lillian’s possession, certainly makes for
a strong case.

The map found amongst Lillian Merifield’s possessions following her death in 1981.
Julie has never been to Gallipoli, or visited Percy’s
grave, but she would like to.
The story of her great aunt and the fiance lost to her
is another of those heart rending stories that come out
of one of the most vicious and costly wars of the modern era.
“We can only speculate,”
Julie says, but deep down she
wants to believe it, and after
hearing the story so do I.
Pictured
right:
Mildura
Genealogical Society member
Julie Primmer of Red Cliffs
Special thanks to the management of the Mildura Weeky
for the use of this article.

Sunraysia Daily Index’s
for sale $20.00 each
Vol. 1 1920-1929 by M.D.G.S.
Vol. 2 1930-1939 by M.D.G.S.
Vol. 3 1940-1944 by M.D.G.S.
Vol. 4 1945-1949 by M.D.G.S.
Vol. 5 1950-1954 by M.D.G.S.
Vol. 6 1955-1959 by M.D.G.S.
Vol. 7 1960-1964 by M.D.G.S.
Vol. 8 1965-1969 by M.D.G.S.
Vol. 9 1970-1973 by M.D.G.S.
Vol. 10 1974-1977 by M.D.G.S.
Vol. 11 1978-1981 by M.D.G.S.
Vol. 12 1982-1985 by M.D.G.S.
Vol. 13 1986-1989 by M.D.G.S.
Vol. 14 1990-1994 by M.D.G.S.
Vol. 15 1995-1999 by M.D.G.S.
Walking History by M.D.G.S.
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$20.00
$20.00
$20.00
$20.00
$20.00
$20.00
$20.00
$20.00
$20.00
$20.00
$20.00
$20.00
$20.00
$20.00
$20.00
$2.00

Scottish research with
Flo Carruthers
Nothing can compare to standing on ground that
you know your ancestors have walked, or walking
in the house that they have walked.
This was one of the great experiences I had as I
waled around Inverness and Dumfries, Scotland.
Having arrived in Inverness and after having settled
into by “Bed and Breakfast” lodgings, I made contact
with the Highland Family History Society, one member
taking me to the Inverness Courier office building
where my great great great grandfather, Robert
Carruthers had been editor during the 1800s. Following
this road by the River Ness, I was able to locate several houses he and his family had lived in.
The local library was a source of much of the history of the area and with the help of the resident
genealogical expert I obtained a copy of grandfather’s
and his son’s memorium. A published book of some 50
pages.
Of course the necessary visit to the cemetery yeilded quite a few headstones and many photos later I had
collected information about family members I had not
known about.
Because of the help from the local genealogical
society in Dumphries, I was introduced to Robert’s sister and her family, a sister I had not previously known
about. The smallest clue can lead to great finds.
I ended my research in Scotland back where I had
started at “New Register House” in Edinburgh delving
into their computors where I had made contact with
many more relatives. Oh, that all countries had their
records set up and accessible like Scotland, what a
happy geno world it would be.
Robert Carruthers was born in Dumfries on
November 5, 1799 a son of a small farmer in the parish
of Mousewald. Apprenticed to a bookbinder in
Dumfries and with apprenticeship over Robert moved
to Huntingdon as Master of the Nation School. Editor
and afterwards in 1831 became the proprietor of the
Inverness Chronicle. In 1841 and 1846 Robert also
published a monthly agricultural periodical called the

Bust of Robert Carruthers former editor of the
Inverness Courier.
Inverness and Northern Agriculturalist.
A copious and successful auther he will most likely
be best remembered for his edition of the poetical
works of Alexander Pope published in 4 volumes in
1853.
The University of Edinburgh awarded Robert the
degree of L.L.D. in April 1871. Robert died at
Inverness on May 26, 1878 and was succeeded by his
son Walter Carruthers as Editor. On Walter’s death in
1885 James Baron became Editor.

The Cultivator
September 26, 1896
On Monday, a carter named Reed, who is in the
employ of messrs F. Hanson & Co met with a painful
accident whilst engaged in carting cargo from the
wharf to the town. While spelling his horse in front of
Miss Murray’s boarding house, after a heavy uphill
pull, Ted stood with his foot behind the wheel of the
dray. The weight of the load caused the horse to back
suddenly and the wheel passed over the man’s foot,
crushing it severely.

For researchers looking at Western Australia
try this free service with Westralian
Newspapers.
CANYOUHELP
canyouhelp@wanews.com.au
www.thenews.com.au
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Family profile with
Lynn Grant
Little did I know in 1978 when I attended a family history workshop at MADEC that I would go
home the president of Mildura’s newly formed family history group and that it would meet once a
month at my home firstly in Kalimna Village and
then Campbell Grove for the next 5 years. So began
my involvement in family history.
Elder Jim Clarke who conducted the workshop graciously volunteered to do some research for each of
those in attendance in Salt Lake City where he was
returning the next day. His reply to my query “In
regard to William Gerlach, born Prussia died
Melbourne - can you give me a clue? There are about
5,000 William Gerlachs born in a 20 year period
between 1825 - 1840. Can you give me a little more
information? The son born in Australia doesn’t help to
identify anyone or a parent across the sea”. It could be
said I have learnt a lot since then.

Stud Road. The Gerlachs also owned a further 30 acres
on the opposite side of the Mountain Highway.
William was one of those instrumental in partitioning
the Minister of Public Instruction for State School
1445 at Scoresby North. Names that married into the
Gerlach family include Kleinert, Voigt, Blood, Bridges,
Neumann, Salagari and Mihan.
My great grandmother was Louisa Bertha Mihan
who married Johann Julius Gerlach. She was the
daughter of Frederick August Mihan and Paulina
Florentine Scholz who arrived I don’t know when (one
of my many brick
walls) but sometime
prior to a daughter
Claura being born on
the 11th June, 1861 at
East
Collingwood.
Once again from family hearsay they came
out from Germany via
England as servants for
a group of nuns. They
must have liked what
they saw of Australia
because Paulina’s parents, some of her siblings and their families Fred and Paulina (nee
arrived as a group in Scholz) Mihan and their
1878.
Fred was a daughter Agnes.
butcher and eventually (Courtesy KnowHistorical
Society)
purchased 16 acres at
Burwood on the Burwood Highway just past the intersection with Springvale Road. Paulina died in 1881
and Fred re-married Caroline Johanne Menzel nee
Gehad.
To my knowledge all persons with the Mihan surname in Australia are descendant from Fred & Paulina.
Other names connected to this family include Hansen,
Clifford, Nickel, Leslie, Green & Crow.
Have I made any progress since my letter from
Elder Clarke? It would appear not because I still don’t
know anything about any of my families in
Prussia/Germany.
I do however know a lot more about the English
side of my mother’s family, particularly the Gowlands.
My great grandfather (1953) and my mother (2000)
both received a share from an estate where it was necessary to construct large family trees. The first one
dated back to 1800 and the second one updated a number of the branches to the present day.
The most noted off my ancestors is my great grandmother Jane Alice Maud Gowland (nee Eyles). Jane
and her 5 children, 4 died in infancy in England and 2
more were born here, arrived on the “Padaroa”, after 56

Johann Julius and Louisa Bertha (nee Mihan)
Gerlach 1948.
The son born in Australia was actually my great
grandfather Johann Julius the son of Johann Gerlach
and Anna Dorothea Gierke who arrived in Melbourne
on the “Gottingen” on the 1st October, 1857. In 1865
Johann was killed when the dray he was driving overturned on the Dandenong Creek and 6 months later his
widow married the above William Gerlach, possibly
Johann’s cousin, which has caused confusion ever
since.
Family legend has it that when Johann Julius was
about 2 years old in 1862 four families including the
Gerlachs braved the wild bush of the BayswaterScoresby area and became the “first settlers” and that
Johann was the last survivor of the original group. He
could certainly remember the aborigines holding corroborees and trekking through Bayswater en route to the
Great Divide.
In 1875 William owned Crown Allotments 33D1 &
2 which were 45 acres of land stretching between the
Mountain Highway and Boronia Road not far from
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very rough days at sea on
the 15th October 1912
three months after her
husband Harry. Jane was
a midwife who apparently
trained at the Middlesex
Hospital in London and
was well known as Nurse
Gowland
in
the
Ringwood,
Mitcham,
Croydon area. When she
died the following is part
of an obituary that
appeared
in
the
Ringwood Mail. “Known
to all the older residents Jane Gowland in her
as Nurse Gowland, she nurses uniform.
had practised her profession in and around Ringwood
for nearly half a century and many will recall her work,
particularly in association with the late Dr. Arthur
Langley. If she had one ruling passion, it was for
cleanliness and many a mother can recall the good
“lathering” she received at her hands. Rich or poor,
clean or dirty made no difference to Nurse Gowland.
They were all clean after she had dealt with them. In
addition to her work as a nurse, she found time for outside activities. In the bad old days of the depression
she was often a thorn in the side of some of the unemployed but that did not prevent her from attending their
wives for half the Baby Bonus which in those days
was, like everything else, reduced to 4 pounds. She
was an untiring and generous worker for the Red Cross
during the war and the success of the local company
was in no small measure due to her help and support”.
Harry came from a long line of pianoforte makers
and is believed to have been sent here to make, as
opposed to assemble pianos for Wertiems. Harry and
Jane first owned 13 acres of land on the corner of
Mountain Highway and Dorset Road Bayswater and in
later years lived in Federal Road, Ringwood East.
Other surnames associated with the Gowlands
include Gerlach, Klix,
Cassidy,
Meyland,
Angelopoulos, Hill and
Knights.
On my fathers side
we are all English and
even have a convict
thrown in for good measure. Mary Ann Boden
was the convict, she was
born 21st November,
1811 in Birmingham and
was 20 and single when
she was tried for stealing Mary Ann Boden. A
money (three gold sover- formkit likeness from
eigns, a half crown and “Portraits of the Past five shillings) from Faces and Facts of
Stephen Cashmore of Transportees” — by
Birmingham. Mary Ann David Satchel.

and her accomplice, Mary Kennedy, were both found
guilty and sentenced to seven years transportation.
She arrived in Van Diemen’s Land on the
“America” in 1831 and was assigned to a Mr. Priaux in
Launceston as a servant to wash and iron clothes.
During the next 9 years Mary Ann spent a lot of time in
the Female Factory for offences ranging from being
drunk to refusing to work. Her last recorded offence
was in February 1840 when she was turned in by
Bateman for being on the racecourse without permission.
In 1832 she married a fellow convict Solomon
Hulbert who had been transported for life after being
sentenced to death for highway robbery. He arrived on
the “Arab” in 1822.
Mary Ann and Solomon had 3 children in Tasmania
before she formed a liaison with James Evans (my
ancestor) and had 3 more children at Runnymede in
Victoria. For some as yet unknown reason Mary Ann
and James didn’t marry until 1870 after having their
first child 1845. Their eldest daughter and my ancestor Rachel married a Scotsman by the name of Robert
Smith. If finding William Gerlach is a bit of a task in
Prussia try Robert Smith in Scotland. Other surnames
connected to Mary Ann include Halbert, Albert,
Frimley, Long, Bertram, Williams, McRae, Kipping
and of course Smith.

The plaque commemorating the arrival of the
Beeson family on the Pioneer Wall at Portland,
Victoria.
My Beeson family namely James & his wife Mary
nee David, came here from Hertfordshire in England.
They lived in Moor Lane very close to the Moor Park
Mansion when it was owned by the Rothchilds. Whilst
I have no proof and the records have long since disappeared the family legend is that James worked in the
gardens and Mary worked as a maid in the mansion
which is now the club house for the Moor Park Golf
Club. Lancelot (Capability) Brown developed the
Moor Park Apricot at Moor Park when it was owned by
Lord Anson between 1754 and 1762, well before James
& Mary would have been there.
James, Mary and their five children (four more
were born here) arrived in Portland on the “Dominion”
on the 9th October, 1852. How long James worked for
Frank Henty is unknown but he was working for him in
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1856 when James appeared as a witness in a court case
regarding the loss of some of Frank’s pigs. By 1857
James owned a house and garden property at 38 Tyres
Street, Portland. He also purchased 2½ acres at West
Portland where I guess he grew cherries as he called it
“Cherryvale”. He still owned both these properties
when he passed away in 1894 and they were still in the
hands of the family when his will was proved in 1905.
Their eldest son also named James married Annie
May Boys. Annie arrived on the “Maori” in 1863 and
married James six months later in the Presbyterian
Church at Portland. Their first child Letitia was born
at “Satimer Station” near Coleraine, two more children
were born at Portland before my great grandfather
Albert Henry Beeson made his appearance at Mt.
Gambia in 1868. By 1878 when William their 9th
child was born they were back in Portland. When
William was 6 months old Annie died from pneumonia and he was either adopted or went to live with the
Jennings family and was thereafter known as Will
Jennings. After Annie’s death James married Sarah
Jenkins Vickery and had a further 7 children (that’s 16
all up). Like his father before him James was a gardener/orchardist and it was a common sight to see his
wife Sarah with her horse and cart selling the produce
in and around Portland. James owned various small
holdings around North Portland including a hill at
Cockatoo Valley which is still known to the oldies as
Beeson’s Hill.
He took a keen interest in the politics of the day and

according to his obituary in the Portland Guardian
“when state constituencies where smaller and federation was still in the air it was usual for candidates to
speak at Cockatoo Valley, and it almost invariably fell
to Mr. Beeson’s lot to take the chair and he never failed
to impress on the candidate the grievances of the man
on the land”.
Other surnames connected to the Beeson’s include
Huxley, Holme, Reynolds, David, Rogers, Kent,
Patterson, Marchment, Nightingale, Moyle, Pannam
and Gallagher.

From all these ancestors comes this little cutie …
me. Now wouldn’t you have thought that those same
ancestors could have been a bit more considerate and
arranged to pass all the land they collectively owned
particularly in the Burwood/Scoresby area down to me.
How rich I would be!!!!!

Museums Australia, Victoria visits Mildura
In August, Euan McGillivray of Museums
Australia, Victoria visited Mildura and spoke to
Genealogical Society members from the Sunraysia
area on the subject of caring for photographic collections.
Amongst the information given was causes of deterioration of photographs being: Light, Temperature,
Humidity, Pests, Pollution and Handling.
Light causes fading, darkening and loss of contrast.
Temperature causes speed up to chemical reactions to
photographs and can cause embrittlement, cracking
and splitting, accelerated chemical degradation
processes in pre 1980 colour film, ideally storing photographs under 15 degrees c.
Humidity can cause embrittlement and cracking of
emulsion, extreme fluctuations must be avoided.
Pests are attracted to organic components of photographic material, these include, cockroaches, book lice,
silverfish and rodents.
Internal pollution caused by poor quality storage and
display materials and air pollution.
External pollution caused by local air quality, levels
of gaseous and particale pollution
Pollution damage: Sulphiding-resulting in yellowing,
fading and loss of detail.
Silvering out resulting in loss of detail, fading and
colour change.
Acidification of paper bases.

Increased deterioration of emulsion layers.
Corrosion of metallic bases or housings.
Discolouration of colour dyes.
Physical handling caused by badly organised storage.
Unnecessary handling.
Incorrect handling.
Poor quality repairs.
Labelling directly onto an item.
Handling can cause tears and
creases, breakage, acceleration
of chemical breakdown.
Scratches, blemishes and staining of image layers.

Census Capsule
A total of 11,256,886, or more than half the people
recorded in last year’s Census of Population and
Housing, chose to have their name identified Census
information stored by the National Archives of
Australia. (This represents an almost 4% increase since
the 2001 census.
Of those consenting to have their records stored, over
half (55% of Aboriginal and Torres Straight Islander
people agreed to take part. People born in England
(66%), Scotland (66.5%), India (65%), Australia
(60.5%), Vietnam (46.5%), China (46.3%), Greece
(46%) had the lowest rate of participation.
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Conservation & Encapsulation Workshop
a great success for members
Thanks to Leanne Watmuff of the Wentworth
Shire Library, two great days were held at Madec
recently, learning how to conserve and encapsulate
maps held by the Mildura Genealogical Society.
On each day about 15 members learnt the process
a.nd all appeared to enjoy the day, thanks again Leanne
and also to the Wentworth Library for sparing the time
for Leanne to hold the classes.
After conserving the maps, which included repairing holes and tears the fun began.
The encapsulation is a safe, reversible method of
protecting many items you may want to preserve, documents, certificates, awards, newspaper articles and
more.
To enca psulate your document, place it between
two sheets of polyester film which are larger that the
document and are sealed together using double sided
tape.
Some of the causes of deterioration of documents
include:
CAUSE
EFFECT
Inherent acidity
colour discolouration and
embrittlement

Heat
Moisture
Pollutant gases

Light
Insects
Mould
Poor storage
materials

embrittlement
mould growth, splitting, distortion
discolouration of paper, tarnishment of photos, localised
staining
yellowed paper, faded inks/dyes
stains, holes
stains, weakened paper

acid transfer, weakened paper
physical damage
Handling
stains, tears and creases
Dirt/dust
abrasion,localised stains and
discolouration
This course was only made available with the $2500
grant made available from the Victorian State
Government, many thanks must go to Kaylene
Charles and Lynn Grant for applying for the grant
for this project.

Pictured: Leanne with some of the willing
members who completed the Conservation
and Encapsulation Workshop.

Leanne Watmuff

Frances Bruce and Tom Heard

Roy Fraser and Tom Beale

Leanne, , Lynn Craig, and Thelma Bock
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Identity of gggg grandparents
finally found
by Robin Parker
After years of research on my Parker family
from Irvine, Ayrshire, I have finally found the parents of my ggg grandfather James Parker, they
appear to be William Parker and Janet Fulton of
Irvine.
Previously had found James Parker had married at
Irvine on March 3, 1812 to Margaret Banks also of
Irvine.
Children were Charles 1813-1861, Janet 18151867, James Banks 1818, Marion 1821-1861,
Archibald 1826-1898 and Jean 1830-1884.
In the 1841 census at Kilmaurs, Ayrshire I found

Jean Parker my gg grandmother aged 10, Muslin Sewer
living with Archibald and Marion Fulton and family,
missing was their twin son John Campbell Fulton who
I found in the same census living in Bartonholm, a
coaltown near Irvine with Jean’s widowed mother
Margaret Parker and family. James Parker died at
Bartonholm on November 28, 1836 aged about 50
years and is buried in the Irvine churchyard.
In 1849 aboard the Brooksby sailing from Glasgow
to New York amongst the passengers was Charles and
John Sharp, cousins Charles and Archibald Parker and
Alexander Fulton. Alexander was a nephew of
Archibald and Marion Fulton of Kilmaurs. Charles,
Archibald and Alexander all returned to Scotland within 3 years.
I have not found a baptism yet of James Parker born
Irvine c1785 but believe I have his brother John born at
Irvine on Feb. 24, 1784, son of William Parker and
Janet Fulton. No other children have been found.
John Parker married at Irvine to Helen Ingles and a
daughter Barbara was born in 1806, again I have no
other children
In the 1851 census at Irvine have Margaret Parker
aged 65 staying with Barbara Parker aged 48 listed as
sister, which is impossible as Barbara was born in 1806
to John Parker and Helen Ingles. If still living John
would have only been 67 so Margaret and Barbara certainly were not sisters, but Margaret was very possibly
her aunt and almost certainly my ggg grandmother
Margaret Parker nee Banks.

From the past . . .
On Friday, January 8, 1932 at 11pm., the death
occurred at the Werrimul Hospital, of Alexander
Gordon Bothe, the youngest son of Mr and Mrs
G.A. Bothe nee (Moll) of Bambill, (late of
Dimboola).
The deceased child was five years and three
months old, and died after an attack of pneumonia. He
leaves to mourn his departure a sorrowing father and
mother and his brothers, Louis, Kelvin, and Lindsay
and sisters Elva (Mrs Alf Werner, Dimboola), Lorna,
Doris and Vida. The funeral took place at Werrimul
Cemetery on Saturday afternoon, Paster Lohe officiating at the graveside. The pallbearers were Messrs.
Louis and Kelvin Bothe (brothers of the deceased) A.
Moll and A. Werner.
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The MDGS Inc. gratefully
acknowledge the contribution
of
Mr Peter Crisp
Member for Mildura
whose office has printed
this Newsletter, free of all costs,
as a community service
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