Sept. 2009
Vol. 9 No. 3

This photo was taken on the block of Henry Albert
Johnson, Koorlong Avenue, Irymple, probably
about 1920.
It shows just what the ladies wore for outside work in
those days. Big brimmed hats, long sleeved (mostly
white) blouses and long skirts. The men also wore
white shirts. As the grapes were picked into the vessels, large flat trays were moved along under the vines
to catch any berries that may fall, nothing was wasted.
Some cuttings from these vines were planted at Rio
Vista and are still growing there today.
Photo supplied by Ann Newberry, grandaughter of
Henry Johnston.

Software class times

Family Tree Maker software classes are now
held on the second Wednesday night of each month
at the Mildura Carnegie Centre starting at 7.30 pm,
Legacy classes are held on the third Wednesday
evening beginning at 7.30pm, all newcomers welcome. For further information contact Graeme
Butler on 5024 3986.
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Mildura & District Genealogical Society
Inc. Annual Reports for 2008-2009
PRESIDENT’S REPORT

In July 2008 our Genealogical Society celebrated its 30th Birthday with a dinner at the Sunraysia
Resort and a weekend of Family History workshops.
Visiting speakers over the Birthday weekend
included Tony De Bolfo author of “In search of Kings”,
Dr Michael Lawriwsky author of “Hard Jacka” and
Bev Spinks from the Descendent of Convicts Group.
In October 2008 we were pleased to welcome to
our Society the Governor of Victoria Professor David
de Kretser AC and his wife Jan. They were both very
impressed with our Library and before leaving we presented them each with a Genealogical Society
Conference mug.
Guest speakers at our monthly meetings have
included Gould Books from Adelaide, Jennifer
Douglas, Leanne Watmuff, Lyn Craig, Mornington
Peninsula Group, Lauren Bourke and Margaret
Sawyers from PROV.
During the year our group successfully applied for
funding through the MRCC Community Grant. As a

result of this Grant we were able to purchase a new
Notebook computer and a Digital SLR Camera. The
project group are enjoying full use of the computer and
camera with the work they are doing compiling and
photographing the headstones at the Mildura Cemetery.
On behalf of the Carnegie Centre another Grant
was approved this year through the Federal
Government Volunteer Grant Program. This grant was
used to install a new split system air conditioner in the
Genealogical Society Library.
We have two Genealogy software computer groups,
Family Tree Maker and Legacy. Both groups meet
once a month and new members are welcome to attend.
Ancestry.com is a world wide Genealogical search
engine and it is now available in our Library for all
members and visitors. This website will be a big benefit to all users.
I would like to thank all committee members for
their support and help during the year.
Graeme Butler, President

2009 started off extremely well with the arrival
of a new camera and laptop both of which were
acquired via a grant from Mildura Rural City
Council and the hard work of our secretary Raylee
Schultz who submitted the proposal on our behalf.
Both the camera and laptop have been put to good
use by the projects team as the rate books up to
1900 have now all been photographed.
We have now turned our attention to the Mildura
Cemetery once again, on any overcast days you would
have found the projects team down at the cemetery
photographing the headstones in the lawn section. A
very big task as all the headstones had to be at least
dusted. There are six rows in the lawn section still to
be done plus any additions that have been made in the
monumental section since that section was photographed a couple of years ago.
The partnership between Conservation Volunteers
Australia and ourselves proved very fruitful with all
participants well pleased with the outcome. We were
offered the chance to apply again, however we
declined. Firstly because the volunteers decided to
continue with us and secondly because we would have
had to start a new project and we considered it a better
option to complete the ones we have already started.
In February we received a large donation of material from Lois Nelson, a gesture that was very much
appreciated by our group. A big thank you to our June
and her cousin Elaine Kranjc who managed to sort,
pack and freight the 80+ items weighing around 50
kilos from Geelong to Mildura. On a sad note Lois

passed away shortly after we received the items.
We also received a further 180 odd books, 50 cd’s
and 20 sets of microfiche, some of which were gratefully received as donations and the rest purchased
mainly from Gould Books who paid as a visit earlier in
the year.
Both projects and the library have had a very productive year, which would not have been possible without our very hard working projects team. So a very big
thank you to you all.
Lyn Grant, Librarian & Projects Officer

LIBRARIAN/PROJECTS REPORT

EDITOR’S REPORT

I am happy to report again the past four
Grapeline newsletters have been completed on time
and all readers locally and from other societies
appear to enjoy the new format and content.
Each new newsletter is usually started on completion on the previous one so as to not be rushed and I try
to have some interesting stories ready for an emergency. Anyone interested in sending in content would
be gratefully accepted.
Special thanks go to Raylee Schultz, June Greatz,
Thelma Bock, Liz Wallace, Roy Fraser for their help in
finding articles and photographs.
For the past year we have again been fortunate in
having Mr Peter Crisp MLA and his wonderful staff
print and staple the newsletter free of cost as a way of
thanking volunteers in the district and a big thank you
to our assistant editor Ron Oxley for folding the
newsletters for posting. Robin Parker, Editor
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Elisha Clement De Garis

the Tragowel Plains Irrigation and Water Supply Trust,
the first set up under the 1886 Act. From 1883 he had
been prominent in the Central Irrigation League, serving it as chairman for four years. He edited his own
newspaper the “Australian Irrigationist” for two years
before it merged with the “Weekly Times”. Fired with
ideals of self-help he created the Associated Australian
Yeomanry, a farmers’ distribution co-operative.
A commissioner of the Melbourne Centennial
International Exhibition, by 1888 De Garis had
emerged as a lobbyist and publicist of singular flair, his
talents overflowing the constraints of the ministry. In
1886 the Wesleyan United Conference had voted him a
probationer to free him from his pastoral duties, but by
1887 he could no longer resist the lure of the temporal
world and renounced the cloth. He served as a lay
preacher for the rest of his life and was a member of
Methodist conferences until his ninety-fifth year.
De Garis joined George Chaffey in his market garden irrigation venture at Werribee for three years
before moving at the end of 1891 to Mildura, where he
built up varied businesses as an auctioneer and real
estate agent, dried-fruits broker and financier. One of
the foundation members of the Australian Dried Fruits
Association, he threw himself into community life and
politics serving on the infant Mildura Shire Council

DE GARIS, ELISHA (ELIZEE) CLEMENT
(1851-1948), irrigationist, was born on 17
September 1851 at St Martin, Guernsey, Channel
Islands, first child of Elisha (Elizee) De Garis, carpenter, and his wife Mary, nee Roberts.
The family came to Australia in 1854 and settled in
Adelaide and later Naracoorte where Elisha senior
flourished as a builder. Elisha junior was educated at
the Collegiate School of St Peter, Adelaide, then in
1872 went to Melbourne to study architecture with the
firm of Crouch and Wilson. In 1876 he joined the
Wesleyan Methodist Church as a home missionary and
was ordained four years later. At the time of his marriage on 2 February 1881 to Elizabeth, daughter of
John Buncle, he was serving at Charlton; in 1882 he
was ordained as the minister at Durham Ox and
Kerang.
The plight of the drought-stricken farmers in his
circuit moved De Garis to advocate the irrigation
schemes of Hugh McColl. With his architectural training, flair for journalism and implacable determination
he emerged as a formidable yet disinterested leader of
the irrigationists. As irrigation correspondent for the
Melbourne “Daily Telegraph” he helped to persuade
Alfred Deakin to see the Chaffey brothers in the United
States of America. De Garis was founding chairman of
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and as president in 1907-08. In 1908 he left his Mildura
affairs in the hands of his precocious son, C. J. (Jack)
De Garis and moved to Melbourne to establish a driedfruit agency.
De Garis bought a mansion at Sandringham and
entertained lavishly. He soon revealed his political
ambitions and in 1909 was elected to the Moorabbin
Shire Council as a representative of the Sandringham
separatists. He failed to win the State seat of Brighton
on the death of Sir Thomas Bent, then in 1910 suffered
an ignominious defeat by Frank Tudor in the Federal
seat of Yarra, where rough treatment by the Richmond
Laborites doused his political hopes.
In 1916 De Garis returned for three years to
Guernsey from where he supervised the London sales
of dried fruits. With characteristic egotism he collected
during the war a ‘family’ of 400 Australian servicemen
with whom he corresponded by circular letters full of
personal news and spiritual solace.
In 1918 his first wife died; on 23 April 1919 at
Auburn, Melbourne, he married Mary Evaleen (18581927), daughter of Rev. J. S. Waugh. Still active in
business and the church until his mid-nineties, De
Garis became a daunting patriarch. He died at Geelong

on 2 July 1948 and was buried in Brighton cemetery.
He was survived by three of his eight children, of
whom Mary Clementina (1881-1963), born on 16
December 1881, elder of twin girls, achieved distinction. Her father’s Mildura business prospered just in
time to pay for a final year’s schooling for ‘Clemmie’
at the Methodist Ladies’ College in Melbourne, where
she was dux in 1898. She matriculated with exhibitions
in English and history, then graduated with high honours in medicine from the University of Melbourne. In
1907 she became the second woman in Victoria to take
out an M.D. On the death of her fiancee in World War
I, she served for fifteen months as head of the Scottish
Women’s Hospitals for Foreign Service attached to the
Serbian Army and was decorated by the Serbian government. After post-graduate study overseas, she practised with distinction as an obstetrician in Geelong and
was a pioneer in the feeding of high protein diets to
pregnant women. Her publications include /Clinical
Notes and Deductions of a Peripatetic/ (London, 1926).
She died at Geelong on 18 November 1963.

Ancestry.com
now available

Sunraysia Daily Index’s for sale

Vol. 1
Vol. 2
Vol. 3
Vol. 4
Vol. 5
Vol. 6
Vol. 7
Vol. 8
Vol. 9
Vol. 10
Vol. 11
Vol. 12
Vol. 13
Vol. 14
Vol. 15

1920-1929 by M.D.G.S.
1930-1939 by M.D.G.S.
1940-1944 by M.D.G.S.
1945-1949 by M.D.G.S.
1950-1954 by M.D.G.S.
1955-1959 by M.D.G.S.
1960-1964 by M.D.G.S.
1965-1969 by M.D.G.S.
1970-1973 by M.D.G.S.
1974-1977 by M.D.G.S.
1978-1981 by M.D.G.S.
1982-1985 by M.D.G.S.
1986-1989 by M.D.G.S.
1990-1994 by M.D.G.S.
1995-1999 by M.D.G.S.
Walking History by M.D.G.S.

$20.00
$20.00
$20.00
$20.00
$20.00
$20.00
$20.00
$20.00
$20.00
$20.00
$20.00
$20.00
$20.00
$20.00
$20.00
$2.00

As of June 1 the Mildura Genealogical Society
has purchased Ancestry.com which will be a definite step forward on family history research online.
It is the world wide edition which should be a help
to all members, no matter where they are researching.
Ancestry.com is available on two of the computers,
nos. 4 and 5.
A limit of an hour at a time would be appreciated if
members are waiting to use the site as well.
To speed up scanning another computer will also be
installed by the start of September.

To give away 36 3.5 inch diskettes
Contact the Editor

Urgently Wanted: Family Research Finds
Society Items for Sale

Sunraysia Daily Indexes
Merbein Cemetery Index
Red Cliffs Cemetery Index
Mildura Law Courts Index 1889-1910
Society Coffee Mugs
Settler in the Sun Conference Book
Wall Charts — Seven Generations

$20.00
$25.00
$25.00
$10.00
$10.00
FREE
$1.50

*Disclaimer: The Editor does not accept any responsibility for the opinions or the accuracy in the information contained in this newsletter.
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Butterfly Wings
used as art

These pictures came to light recently, belonging to
June Greatz.
The patent number. on the back of frame is 202213
issued to Shipton & Co. England was issued on August
16, 1923 to Albert Edward Shipton, Caroline Emily
Shipton and Amy Maria Shipton.
The patent refers to the use of butterfly wings to make
a coloured picture on glass. The shiptons’ painted a
decoration on the inside of the glass, leaving transparent spaces that were underlayed with pieces of colourful butterfly wings.
The butterfly jewellery lost popularity by the late
1930s.
The shipton’s came uup with the idea after seeing butterfly trays made in South America that were brought
home by English sailors.

Websites for
Genealogists

www.coraweb.com.au
An Australian gateway with links to Births, Deaths and
Marriage Registries here and overseas.
www.rootsweb.com
One of the internet’s oldest and biggest genealogy sites
where you can search for information on a specific surname.
www.scotlandspeople.gov.uk
Find out about your Scottish links at the most complete
online genealogical information source of any county.
www.ancestry.com
This huge U.S. genealogy resource covers over 300
million names and has an Australian website too,
ancestry.com.au
The Mildura rooms has on line the World version,
come and give it a go.

Random Acts of
Genealogical Kindness

From the Public Records Office of Victoria comes
this short article.
A world wide research group known as Random Acts
of Genealogical Kindness (RAoGK) which consists of
volunteers in most countries who will do FREE
genealogical research for people. Time is given free of
charge, you just pay for costs of photos, photocopying,
postage etc.
For further information go to http://www.raogk.org/ It
will come in handy if you have some overseas
research.
I will check this site over before the December edition
of the newsletter on my family that originated at
Himmelphortin, near Hamburg, Germany.

www.nationalarchives.gov.uk
The Nation Archives is a huge site, click on Family
History to to get a starters guide.
www.naa.gov.au
The National Archives of Australia is another great site
for Australian Research.
www.prov.vic.gov.au
This site is great for searching shipping records and
wills. The online Wills covers the years 1841-1925
and view original wills on site from1926-1992
5

Patient sufferer
at rest

by Editor, Robin Parker
The editor’s mother Nancy Beatrice Schlichting
was born in Horsham on June 18, 1919 to Archibald
Parker Watson and Ellen Fraser, (both decendants
of Scottish emigrants who settled in Victoria in the
1850s
Nance was the seventh of nine children and the
fourth daughter of Arch and Ellen and spent all of her
unmarried life at Wail, near Dimboola and started
school at four and a half and received her merit certificate at twelve and a half and spent the following twelve
months as an aid to teacher Mr McConnell with the
junior grades.
Following her schooling she took over the running
of the family run post office at Wail and helped her
mother in the house learning the usual household duties
and learnt to sew and knit, something she loved to do
for the rest of her life.
Nance relieved at the railway station for six weeks
each year when the station mistress went on leave and
in 1938 took over the running of the weighbridge at
Wail when it opened as the first lady Weighbridge
Officer which was a hectic job but was enjoyed
immensely.
In her teen years Mum played lots of tennis and
went to country dances a couple of times a week with
her sisters usually accompanied by her brother Bill.
During the war years Nance and her sisters Marg
and Jean shovelled wheat at the family run silo due to
a shortage of men who were at war.
In 1938 Nance got her driving license and held it
for the next 64 years without a blemish, something she
was extremely proud of.
About this time Cam taught Nance to ride the
Indian Chief motorbike and side car which were fun
times.
Nance married Cameron Schlichting on June 17,
1942 at the Methodist Church in Dimboola and they
went on to have 2 sons and 2 daughters, Gary was born
in 1945, Robin in 1947 and Ellen in 1951 all at
Dimboola, Julie was born in Horsham in 1956.
Over the years Nance was involved in the mothers
clubs at Horsham Primary School, Horsham High
School and Horsham Technical School filling all positions as well as canteen duty on a regular basis and in
the 1990s ended up as President of the Dimboola
R.S.L. Ladies Committee.
Cam and Nance retired back to Dimboola in 1977
and built their retirement home in Anderson Street and
in no time had a beautiful home and garden. Each year
through the winter months they enjoyed caravanning
up at Hervey Bay, Dad fishing and Mum catching up
with old friends and taking in the sights.
By 1999, Nance decided to move up to Mildura to
be closer to son Robin and Marlene and lived nearby in
a nice unit, Rob would visit daily, the dementia and

Nance with son Robin, Christmas Day 2007 at the
Regis Nursing Home, Mildura.
Parkinsons was showing by this time, one morning
Rob called in and Nance had made a loaf of seafood
sandwiches, for her boys, Gary and Robin must have
eaten well as young boys. Robin sat down and ate a big
share of it, before going home to lunch.
In 2000 Nance entered the Red Cliffs Aged Care
Hostel and really enjoyed the time there. she would be
up early and have breakfast and wash up afterwards
including the unused dishes and cutlery. Nance often
introduced the residents to Robin a her brother Ted, am
sure this was a complement.
While at Red Cliffs, Nance still had regular shopping trips with Robin as she still liked to look her best
and also enjoyed the trips down by the Murray and sit
and watch the “Melbourne” pass while enjoying an icecream.
In October, 2002 Nance moved to the Regis
Nursing Home in Mildura where she was to live for six
and a half years until she passed away on Saturday,
June 27, 2009 aged 90 years and nine days from
Parkinsons Disease, being one of the nursing homes
longest residents.
Funeral was held at the packed Uniting Church,
Dimboola followed by a service at Dimboola Cemetery
on July 2, 2009.
Nance was dearly loved by all of the carers at Regis
who treated her like she was a loved member of their
own family.
The carers always made sure Nance was always
well groomed and dressed and until this year Nance
had a standing fortnightly appointment with the visiting hairdresser for a perm or set and really enjoyed the
attention.
We will miss you Mum, a life well lived, together
again with Dad, thanks for the love and great memories, another family historian at rest.
Over the years I was lucky enough to be handed
down much of the history of the Watson and Fraser
family including the much sought after family photgraphs and documents.
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Registry of Victorian
Births, Deaths & Marriages
From Anne Levens, VicHeritage Manager

The VicHeritage team at the Registry plans,
develops and designs products and services
focussing on the family and local history community.
On-Line Services
The Victorian Registry of Births, Deaths and
Marriages recently launched a new-look website.
While the website address is the same
(www.bdm.vic.gov.au), some links and bookmarks
have changed, including purchasing historical certificates (previously called ‘certified certificates’) and the
home page bookmark. Users who bookmarked the previous home page should update their bookmark by
going to www.bdm.vic.gov.au and re-saving their
bookmark.
Links (and bookmarks) relating to online index
searches and purchasing uncertified images remain the
same.
As part of this update, the historical and family
research arm of the Registry (VicHeritage™) has a new
dedicated section on the website.
The fastest way to access the VicHeritage™
(Historical research) section on the website is by clicking the ‘Historical research’ link from the home page,
located on the left-hand side of the screen.
In this section users can:
search the Registry’s online historical and marine
index searches purchase uncertified images and historical certificates
purchase VicHeritage™ historical indexes on
DVD- or CD-ROM.
The ‘Historical research’ section also offers a news
page dedicated to providing family historians and
genealogists with up-to-date information about
VicHeritage™ projects and products.
This is the first in a series of updates to the BDM
website that will make the site easier to use and
addresses a number of suggestions made by users.
We encourage users to provide any comments on
the new website via the online feedback form.
Fee Increase
From 1 July 2009 some Registry fees increased,
including the fee for an Historical Certificate which
changed from $25.80 to $26.60.
There was no increase to historical index search
fees, purchasing uncertified images, or historical CD or
DVD ROM products.
An updated list of fees for products and services is
available at www.bdm.vic.gov.au
If you have questions regarding the new fees or to
enquire about the Registry’s services, please contact us
online.

LATEST RELEASE:
Australia’s Army War Dead DVD
This searchable DVD includes over 88,000
Australian Army index records of service personnel, from all states and territories, who lost their
lives during or as a result of operational service
between 1885 and 1972.

The deaths include all personnel in Australian
Army units, or personnel attached to an Australian
Army unit. This database has been compiled by the
Registry’s VicHeritage Unit of Volunteers from the
index records held by the Australian Army, Central
Army Records Office (CARO), Victoria Barracks,
Melbourne.
The service personnel included in this publication
lost their lives during operational service in the following Operations: Sudan War, Boer War (South Africa),
World War I, World War II, British Commonwealth
Occupational Force (Japan), Korea, Malayan
Emergency, Indonesian Confrontation and Vietnam.
The ‘Australia’s Army War Dead’ DVD is covered
by a Licence Agreement which must be Accepted prior
to purchase. The DVD can be purchased from the
Registry of Births, Deaths and Marriages, 595 Collins
Street, Melbourne or you can purchase online at
www.bdm.vic.gov.au. The purchase price of the DVD
is $250 (incl. GST).
Submit a photograph
Since 2005, the Registry of Births, Deaths and
Marriages began sourcing and collecting photographs of the service personnel from relatives, the
family history community, and other secondary
sources.
The submitters of these photographs have provided
additional information regarding these men and
women. Where this information accorded with the data
fields in the Australia’s Army War Dead index data7

base, it has been included. In this index the additional
information will be Age at Death and Place of Burial.
Photograph submission forms are available on our
website at www.bdm.vic.gov.au and are also contained
within the Research Material section of the DVD.
The photograph collection has grown enormously
in the past couple of years. The photographs of the
service personnel add another dimension to the index
records and bring the names to the realization that these
were real people who lost their lives whilst serving
Australia. In addition to the photographs, we would
like to collect Additional Information from the photograph submitters, such as, names of father, mother,
spouse, issue and their birth years (to work out ages at
the time of death of the deceased person), year of marriage and the deceased’s place of birth. The additional
information also provides a ‘matching process’ for the
index record to the photographs that are submitted.
So, if you have a photograph of one of the servicemen or servicewomen who lost their lives during any
of the conflicts that Australia has been involved in,
please give consideration to submitting a photograph
of them or their grave/headstone to be incorporated
into the database and these will be made available once
we develop the Australia’.
Early Church Records Project
The Early Church Records DVD-Rom, complete
with index and images, will contain approximately
77,000 baptism, burial and marriage records, predominantly registered in Victorian churches during
the years 1836 to 1853 (pre the introduction of the
first Births, Deaths and Marriages Act in July
1853), with a few surprises.

There are over 10,000 images of the original certificates that will accompany the indexes on the DVD.
We have uncovered some records from New South
Wales, Tasmania and the Melbourne and Geelong districts that were not previously held in the Victorian
Registry. These records, together with their images,
will be available on this new DVD when it is published. Some of these records will be outside the 1836
to 1853 date range that is usual for our Early Church
Records. More detail on this product will be available
as we move closer to publication.
VicHeritage Mailing List
If you would like to go on the VicHeritage
Mailing List, simply fill in the form below and post
it to the Registry of Births, Deaths and Marriages,
P. O. Box 4332, Melbourne, 3001, Victoria,
Australia.
Your details will be entered into a Mailing List
database, kept at the Registry of Births, Deaths and
Marriages, Victoria. The Mailing List will be used for
no other purpose than keeping you informed about new
family history products, including our CDs and OnLine Services.
I wish to be included on the Registry of Births,
Deaths and Marriages Mailing List Database to be kept
informed of new products and VicHeritage™ information.
Please Print.
Surname.........................................................................
Given Name………………………………...................
Address……………………………………………..
Post Code………………….
Email Address................................................................

A touch-screen has been installed in the
Wellington Arch adjacent to the Australian War
Memorial in Hyde Park, London, to allow visitors
to learn about the significance of the memorial and
Australia’s wartime history.

The memorial commemorates the service of more
than 900,000 Australians during First and Second
World Was.
Etched into the walls of the memorial are the names
of 23,844 towns from which service personell enlisted,
and 47 of the battles in which Australians fought.
The touch screen helps visitors search for information on the battles and to find where the town names
appear on the memorial.
A similar facility is online at:

Handy technology installed
in the United Kingdom
Research Queries

Do you know this family?
Harry Walker settled in this area after emigrating from
England in the early 1920s. They were allocated land
near under the settlement scheme and I believe they
established a successful citrus growing business.
Or this family?
A family genealogist would like to make contact with
someone who has information on Arthur Cardiff
Stubbs and Maria Sophia Rhook and family.
If you know of these families please make contact with
Thelma Bock on 5023 3541 or at 10 Westside
Boulevarde, Mildura.
Email: thelmabock@yahoo.com.au

www.awmlondon.gov.au

The memorial is currently closed to allow lettering
the the face of thememorial to be repainted during the
European summer. This work should be completed by

Book Buffs required
to review books in Society Library
for the 2009 & 2010 newsletters.
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Flora and Neil celebrate
65 years married

One of Mildura’s most well known and active
couples returned to where it began on Wednesday,
June 30, to celebrate 65 years together.
Neil and Flora Noyce were married on June 30,
1944, at the Methodist Church, Mildura, now the home
of MADEC.
On Wednesday night the couple returned to the site
of their reception, now The Rendezvous to celebrate
with family.
As a former mayor of Mildura, Neil, 88, played a
central role in having the Mildura Art Centre built. He
was later the first life member of the Mildura R.S.L.
and is a saphire member of Rotary after more than 50
years of commitment.
Flora, 87, grew up in Irymple and has also been
active the community contributing to Probus for more
than 25 years and a long time member with the Mildura
and District Genealogical Society.
Flora described her first meeting with Neil as
“unromantic”. It was at a dance at the Worker’ Club,
everybody used to go there on a Wednesday night.
“We were married a bit more than a year later,” “It
was really amazing. With the Air Force station here,
men from all over the Commonwealth were sent here
and some married local girls, but we were both local
and it really led to a fairly uncomplicated marriage
because both our families were here.
Neil was born in Mildura the day the first Sunraysia
Daily was printed, October 16, 1920, in what he
described as a different period in Australian life.
It was normal to finish secondary school at 14, he
said.
At 20, he enlisted in an engineering course in
Adelaide to work as a turner and fitter in World War II
and was later posted to Darwin six weeks before it was
bombed by the Japanese.
Very few people had operations experience in looking after and maintaining aircraft, so I was sent to the
air force base here and was only back for six weeks
before we met.
Flora said they only had one set of friends who had
been married for 65 years, Charles and Shirley Jones
also from Mildura.
There are a lot of people our age but they are all on
their own.
Flora said the best part of being married for 65
years was all the people they had gathered together on
the way, their four children and six grandchildren.
Having a happy family is the best part. One of my
observations about married life is their is nothing like
when you are in love and married them again, there is
nothing like the love of a child. it’s something I can’t
talk about without emotion.

A recent photograph of Neil and Flora Noyce.
That doesn’t change, but feelings between husband
and wife change because you are living under different
conditions and not having to scrimp or scrape or work
longer.
Neil said: I think the biggest thing is when we got
married we made a commitment.
Part of the reason of getting married is to achieve
things together. So many things happen, its life you
choose and you go for it. The joys in some way compensate the sad things.
With relationships nowadays ending long before
they used to, Flora said there was a lot of pressure on
young people. We know as much grief as anyone could
know, but we’ve always been progressing all the time.
A lot of our good fortune is because we’ve been
able to stay in the one community.

Coming up in the December edition of “The
Grapeline will be letters written home to
Scotland by the early settlers giving their verdict on immigration to Australia which are
very interesting reading. Watch out for them.

Have you a research find
you would like to share.
Email the editor on
robinparker81@hotmail.com
or
curlwaa.park@gmail.com
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Ex-students of Basil Kozlowski, approximately 1947.
If you can identify any of them
Please phone Roy Fraser on (03) 5023 8368

A popular and long lived
advertisement was the
Pelaco shirt company’s
picture of a smiling
Aborigine, known as
Mulga Fred, clad only in
a shirt, saying “Mine tinket they fit”. Far left is
the original painting for
the poster, done in 1906
by A.T. Mockridge; left is
the artist’s model, later
in life.
See June 2009 newsletter
for Pelaco story.
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WEBMASTER REPORT

*New maps have been added including one showing potential visitors where parking is available in
Mildura central.
* The page with the history of our district has had
additions made to it.
* We now have a tourist information page with photos and contact information for those planning to visit
Mildura.
* Many more keywords have been added to help
increase the
opportunity for search engines to locate and list us
in their search results
Flo Carruthers, Webmaster

The major project for our website this year was
to give the whole site a substantial “facelift”.
This involved creating top, left-hand and bottom
borders with each border holding different information,
but on each of the pages on our site this the same information is displayed.
The top border holds our society name and email
address, the left-hand border contains a direct link to
the various pages and sub pages of our site, and the bottom border repeats the left-hand borders so they are
easily accessed when the left-hand list has been
scrolled past and no longer visible.
These changes have made navigating within our
site time saving and much more user friendly by having access to any page from any page thus eliminating
the need to always return to the home page before moving to next page.
Along with these major changes a number of our
pages were revamped. As follows:*Our library page has an up-to-date searchable
library catalogue enabling visitors to know exactly
what we have and where to find materials when they
next visit our rooms.
*Links to other pages have been checked and
adjusted according to their availability

Memories of the past
by June Greatz

I hadn’t thought much about the following near
miss much in the last 70 years, but on accoount of
my sister Shirl spending an extended time in
Adelaide for a heart bypass and difficult repairs to
the leg. So when my other sister came down from
Innisfail to be on hand to help on her recuperation
which took longer than expected and so she had
time to consideer different events in her life and
ours.
When we were young we lived near the Mildura
Racecourse and Mildura Golf Links, so at weekends
and school holidays we used to wander around these
areas, wherever the mood took us, so on ths day we
went to the island at the the golf links where the caretaker got cream sharp sand for the bunkers we found
this was easy to tunnel in, so two of us were digging
away at the face sand, I saw my younger sister go to
the waters edge, then she must have come back to us.
Suddenly we didn’t know what hit us as the large lump
of sand ccame down and covered us. Firstly I got
myself free of it and Shirl was calling out for me to get
her out of it, which I managed to achieve. Then we
could not see Lois. We called and looked about but no
sign of her. So luckily there were a group of golfers a
little way off, so we called to them for help, they raced
over and scratched in the sand till they uncovered a bit
of cloth, so they got her out. Must have been 10 minutes by this time.
One of the golfers, Jock (John) Kerr must have
learnt artificial resussitation recently as he worked on
her. I believe this was a fairly new process at that time
was taken by ambulance to hospital for a day or two.
Sis said Jock brought her a red teddy bear the next day.
It really was a very near miss. If the golfers hadn’t
been there or if they didn’t know anything about
resusitation. There must have been someone keeping
an eye out on us all. There was an article about this in
the Sunraysia Daily in 2009.
I remember about six years ago some people were
covered in sand over in W.A. at Margaret River and I
don’t recall how many people were injured or worse.

Old Mildura Shire
Records completed

The Mildura Genealogical Society’s projects
group which included the Heritage Australia members has just finished the big job of photographing
the early shire books from 1892-1900, a great job
well done.
It could not have been done without the dedication
of: Lyn Grant, Shirley Woodward, Roy Fraser, Chris
Dunstan, Helen Gardam, June Greatz, Gloria Pugh,
Margaret Devilee, Jenny Lloyd and Brian O’Brien.
Another project being done at the same time is the
Mildura Cemetery book, which is also nearing comption and will go on sale beside the Redcliffs and
Merbein Cemetery books which are in great demand
and ae priced at $25 a copy.

Newsletter Reporter required,
contact Editor at
robinparker81@hotmail.com

Attention ALL Members
Any member wishing to volunteer
for the Duty Roster.
New volunteers always welcome.
Enjoy a day out meeting existing members
and visitors alike.
Please contact Kaylene Charles on

(03) 5021 4763
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Can you help

I am doing research for a book on women who
worked on the land in south-eastern Australia form
1901-1945.
I am searching for photographs of women on farms,
fruit blocks (e.g. milking, with poultry or livestock,
fruit picking, pruning, harvesting or ploughing. I am
also looking for letters, diaries and scrapbooks by
women who lived and worked on family farms or fruit
blocks.
If you have any of the above which you are willing
for me to look at and or copy in your home, please contact:
Ruth Ford
Telephone:(03) 5444 7981 or 0418173152
Email: R.Ford@latrobe.edu.au
Address: History Program, La Trobe University
(Bendigo Campus)
P.O. Box 199, Bendigo, Victoria, 3552.

by Ruth Ford

I am also doing research on another book on
women on the land in the 1930s and 1940s in
Australia.
I would like to talk to women over 75 years old
about their memories and experiences of living and
working on farms or fruit blocks.
I am interested in experiences of:
Young women/daughters on family farms/fruit blocks.
Wives/mothers on family farms/fruit blocks.
Women who farmed themselves.
Women who did paid rural labour, including fruit picking, milking, poultry work.

If you are willing to be interviewed, know anyone who might be, or would like more information,
please contact Ruth.
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Unwanted Plastic CD Covers required
Contact Librarian Lyn Grant on

For further information, pick up a entry
form at your local Post Office

5023 6753
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Missing family from the
Tasmanian Pioneer Index

Lucille V. Andel
The village of Ross in the midlands of Tasmania
Thomas Barkshire, 13 April, 1850. 55 years
is a favourite tourist destination and a very quaint “Ballochyle” Ticket of Leave, Shepherd in the service
and historic spot. It is often regarded as Tasmania’s of James McLanahan.
finest heritage village.
Jane Bell, 10 April, 1855. 3 months, “Mona Vale”
On a visit in 2001, the writer ventured into the daughter of James Bell, Labourer.
Tasmanian Wool Centre at Ross to a have a look at
William Burnett, 25 August, 1888, Ross, 67 years,
their museum and examine the high quality merchan- School Master.
dise on sale at he Centre. The bonus of calling at Ross
Matilda Cleave, 23 May, 1866. 37 years. Wife of
was to find the original Baptism, Marriage and Burial Charles Cleave, Farmer.
Registers for St. John’s Church of England, they were
John Dickenson, 15 August 1836. Ross. 38 years,
held in the Tasmanian Wool Centre in Church Street, Publican.
Ross.
Mary Ann Forrest, 1 November, 1835, Ross. 28
If the information the writer was given is correct, years. Wife of James Forrest, Carter.
the Baptism Register commences about 1844, and the
Mary France, 4 May 1855. 34 years, “Regents
Marriage and Burial Registers both begin about 1834- Plains”. Wife of Samuel France, Shepherd.
35. The Marriage Register contains entries right up to
Mary Keardon, 11 June, 1835. 28 years. Wife of
1988. The Baptism Register was not available at the Dennis Keardon, Private, 30th Regiment.
time of the visit. The entries were being copied from
James Penny, 13 August, 1855. 68 years, Sub
the original into another written form by a volunteer so Overseer at Kermode’s “Mona Vale”.
as to avoid wear and tear on the original each time it
Alexander Smith, 3 April, 1847. 42 years “Mona
was consulted.
Vale”, Miller.
However, I managed to view and record details
Thomas Stilwell, 16 August 1836, Ross. 40 years,
from some early marriages in the register. On arriving Free, Labourer.
home I checked my entries with those on the
These are just a few names written down in a limitTasmanian Pioneer Index. None of those I recorded ed amount of time to show that the burial registers
were on the index. To give some examples:
often add helpful additional identifying information.
Daniel Herbert per “Asia” married Mary As stated above, there does not appear to be any death
Witherington per “Harmony” on July 1, 1835.
registrations for the above.
Joseph Fowler, Batchelor, married Elizabeth
However, the Burial Register included some names
Goldsmith on October 29, 1835 at the Barrack Room. that do appear on the Tasmanian Pioneer Index and to
William Thomas, 31 years, Bricklayer, married have their deaths registered. The Burial Register in
Virtue Burt, 18 years, Housemaid, on November 13, some cases gives more information that the Tasmanian
1843.
Death Certificate, e.g. Robert Drake, his death is regisJohn Thomas, 27 years, Ticket of Leave, tered as 16 November, 1846 but the Burial Register
Blacksmith, married Mary Ann Lee, a widow, 33 years tells us that he is 24 years old and a “Private in the 96
on December1843.
Regiment.”
Clergymen or ministers were supposed to send in
George Foulkes, his death is registered as 18 May
these returns to the Central Registry of Births, Deaths 1857, aged 36. According to the Burial Register he was
and Marriages, but obviously this was not done in the 39 years old. He was of “Syndal” and a Labourer in the
case of the above marriages at St. John’sChurch of employ of P. White Esquire.
England, Ross. These and obviously many other marEsther Knight, her death was registered on August
riages in this Register that do not appear on the 24, 1855, aged 33. The Burial Register shows she is of
Tasmanian Pioneer Index.
“Mona Vale” and wife of Charles Knight, Gardener.
During a brief visit it was not possible to record
Louisa Ann Ruffy, her death is registered on 13
many entries from the Burial Register and in any case February, 1859 aged 79 years. The Burial Register
the staff were very covetous of these original records. shows she is of “Mount Morrison” and widow of
In the future a copy of these records will be available William L. Ruffy, Esquire, Proprietor and Editor of the
for consultation at Ross. Of the following entries the Tasmanian Journal.
writer recorded, there is no corresponding death regisIn 1986 the records of the Church of England
tration on the Tasmanian Pioneer Index.
Parishes of Ross, Campbell Town were lent to the
Isabella Arthur, 16 January, 1848. 1 year 3 months, Archives Office of Tasmania for microfilming. Copies
infant child of James Arthur, Overseer.
of the microfilm are available for researchers to use in
14

the search room. The Archives of Tasmania currently
hold about 90 percent of the parish registers of the
Church of England in Tasmania.
So if you cannot find your ancestors on the
Tasmanian Pioneer Index, combine a holiday to picturesque Hobart with a visit to the Archives Office of
Tasmania where you can check the microfilms of the
church records for your area your forbears frequented.
Alternatively, visit the region from which your family
originated. Who knows, you may be lucky enough to
find some church records still housed with the parish
church or with the local historical society.
Ross incidentally, is enchanting and a must see on
any visit to Tasmania,
The editor’s great great grandparents Joseph
Henry William Fowler arrived Hobart Town aboard
the (Strathfieldsay) on June 27, 1833 as a Marine and
Elizabeth Isabella Goldsmith arrived Hobart Town
also aboard the “Strathfieldsay” on August 13, 1834,
and they were married at the Barracks Room, Ross on
October 29, 1835.

An article on the 1834 voyage was in the December
2008 issue.
In 1845 the family sailed for Port Phillip where
they were allotted land where later the Exhibition
Building was built in Melbourne.
By 1850 family were living in Geelong where a son
Joseph was born and eldest daughter Elizabeth married John Rees in 1852.
Shortly after,, the family moved to Durham Lead.
where they lived for the remainder of their lives Joseph
Henry William died at Durham Lead on September 4,
1871 and Elizabeth Isabella died at Durham Lead on
December 2, 1882 and are both buried in the
Bunninyong Cemetery.
Below are the marriage entries of
Daniel Herbert & Mary Witherington,
Joseph Fowler & Elizabeth Goldsmith
and
William Hale & Elizabeth Smith
all of Ross, Tasmania.
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Latest Library Acqusitions

BOOKS

DONATED BY:

with Lyn Grant

BARB CORNELL

* AUSTRALIAN CYCLOPEDIAS COMPENDIUM: VOLUME 2
CYCLOPEDIA OF TASMANIA 1931

* THE RIVER: LIFE ON THE MURRAY-DARLING

DONATED BY:
MORNINGTON PENINSULA FAMILY
HISTORY SOCIETY INC.

* AUSTRALIAN CYCLOPEDIAS COMPENDIUM: VOLUME 2
CYCLOPEDIA OF WESTERN AUSTRALIA 1912-13

* ECHOES FROM THE FRONT: FRANKSTON’S AVENUE OF
HONOUR: MEMORIAL TO THOSE WHO SERVED IN WW1
* LANGWARRIN SETTLERS AND SOLDIERS
DONATED BY:

* WODONGA CEMETERY BURIAL REGISTERS 1ST JUNE
1861 - 2004
* WODONGA CEMETERY MONUMENTAL INSCRIPTIONS:
TRANSCRIBED UP TO AND INCLUDING 2007

RUTH PENNY

* HISTORICAL GUIDE TO CLOGHEEN: FROM EARLIEST
TIMES TO EARLY 20TH CENTURY

* MILDURA & DISTRICT GENEALOGICAL SOCIETY INC. –
PROJECT

* JUST AN ORDINARY LIFE: MEMORIES OF ADEL AND
COOKRIDGE 1889 - 1936

* PHOTOS RATE BOOKS KOORLONG 1893 - 1896

* PHOTOS RATE BOOKS LAKE & KOORLONG 1896 - 1897:

* NORTH DEVON: PHOTOGRAPHS TO REMEMBER HER BY

* SANDALONG, LAKE & KOORLONG 1897 - 1900
* PHOTOS RATE BOOKS LAKE 1893 - 1896

* ST. MICHAEL’S CHURCH MELBOURNE: FORMERLY THE
COLLINS STREET INDEPENDENT CHURCH

* STIPLE, WINK & GUSSET: THE GREAT ORIGIONALS: MEN
AND WOMEN WHO GAVE THEIR NAMES TO HISTORY
* THE COUNTRY CHURCHYARD: STOKE POGES CHURCH

* PHOTOS RATE BOOKS MILDURA 1893 - 1894: MILDURA
SHIRE 1892 - 1893
* PHOTOS RATE BOOKS SANDALONG 1893 - 1897

* THE LETTER OF RACHEL HENNING

* MILDURA SHIRE RATES 1892 - 1900:

*WELCOME TO IRELAND: REGIONAL MAPS & TOWN
PLANS GAZETTEER, FOOD & DRING, LEISURE & ACTIVITY
GUIDES
* WESTLAND’S GOLDEN CENTURY 1860 - 1960
DONATED BY:

MILDURA CITY RATES 1892 – 1893

Remember the
difference between
http and https

PHILLIP RENFREE

* MY VILLAGE: OWD CODNOR, DERBYSHIRE AND THE
VILLAGE FOLK WHEN I WAS A BOY
* YOUR BOOK OF SURNAMES
DONATED BY:

BRONWYN ZRNA

* TRANSPORTED TO VAN DIEMEN’S LAND: THE STORY OF
TWO CONVICTS

The main difference between http:// and https://
is it’s all about keeping you secure**
HTTP stands for HyperText Transport Protocol,
which is just a fancy way of saying it’s a protocol (a
language, in a manner of speaking) for information to
be passed back and forth between web servers and
clients.
The important thing is the letter S which makes the
difference between HTTP and HTTPS.
The S (big surprise) stands for “Secure.)
If you visit a website or webpage, and look at the
address in the web browser, it will likely begin with the
following: http://. This means that the website is talking to your browser using the regular “unsecure” language. In other words, it is possible for someone to
eavesdrop on your computer’s conservation with the
website. If you fill out a form on the website, someone
might see the information you send to that sight.
This is why you never ever enter your credit card
number in an http website.
But if the address begins with https://, that basically means your computer it talking to the website in a
secure code that no one can eavesdrop on.
You understand why this is so important, right?
If a website ever asks you to enter your credit card
information, you should automatically look to see if
the web address begins with https://. If it doesn’t, there
is no way you’re going to enter sensitive information
like a credit card number.

MILDURA & DISTRICT GENEALOGICAL SOCIETY INC. PROJECT

* INDEX TO RATE BOOKS: SHIRE OF MILDURA 1892 - 1900
CHAFFEY ENTRIES
* INDEX TO RATE BOOKS: SHIRE OF MILDURA 1892 - 1900
EXCLUDING CHAFFEY ENTRIES
* MILDURA RATES - INDEX TO RATE BOOKS 1892 - 1893
CD-ROMS

PURCHASED:

* AUSTRALIA’S ARMY WAR DEAD: 1885-1972

* PAVERS MARRIAGE LICENCES FROM THE REGISTRY OF
YORK FROM 1567 TO 1614

* QUEENSLAND CEMETERIES: MONUMENTAL INSCRIPTIONS BULIMBA
* SOUTH BRISBANE CEMETERY MONUMENTAL INSCRIPTIONS

* THE PARISH REGISTERS OF HOLY TRINITY, MICKLEGATE
IN THE CITY OF YORK
* TOOWONG CEMETERY MONUMENTAL INSCRIPTIONS

* AUSTRALIAN CYCLOPEDIAS COMPENDIUM: VOLUME 1
CYCLOPEDIA OF NEW SOUTH WALES 1907
* AUSTRALIAN CYCLOPEDIAS COMPENDIUM: VOLUME 1
CYCLOPEDIA OF VICTORIA 1903
* AUSTRALIAN CYCLOPEDIAS COMPENDIUM: VOLUME 1
FOX’S HISTORY OF QUEENSLAND
* AUSTRALIAN CYCLOPEDIAS COMPENDIUM: VOLUME 2
CYCLOPEDIA OF SOUTH AUSTRALIA 1907-09
* AUSTRALIAN CYCLOPEDIAS COMPENDIUM: VOLUME 2
CYCLOPEDIA OF TASMANIA 1900
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Pioneer womens’ Mildura
history sought

by Valerie Robinson
Women are undoubtedly the unsong heroes of
our early pioneering days, and Mildura’s Valerie
Robinson is trying to make sure they are remembered.
Valerie has come up with some interesting information while researching pioneer women of Mildura,
from the 1880s to 1920, and is using this research for
her planned two-year Masters degree in visual arts
through the Bendigo Campus of Latrobe University.
My overall aim is to interest more people in the
project hopefully with the result that people will come
up with lots more information and photohgraphs. she
said.
I also plan to publish the information from my
research in some written form.
Valerie said she had always had an interest in those
who supported a leader, she calls them the unsung
heroes, because without that support, little would have
been achieved in the way of exploration, or creating
new settlements from the wilderness.
During her honors year last year, Valerie studied the
Chaffey’s and the Rio Vista connection.
She said W.B. Chaffey was lauded as a leader of
men who with brother George, pioneered this irrigation
colony of Mildura, as they had in California and
Arizona.
Mrs Val Robinson
But what of their women fold, Canadian born
Valerie said, W.B. tried to sell the house, by no-one
Hattie Schell, W.B’s first wife, accompanied him on his had the money to buy it. Hattie would have have needendeavours, and arrived in Mildura almost a year after ed to face the realities of a restricted lifestyle, but at
two brothers sharing the Old Mildura with her surviv- least she had a roof off her head and a husband who
ing children as well as George’s family, until Rio Vista was a hard working man with vision and the strength of
was completed.
character needed to continue the settlement, she said.
Unfortunately, Hattie collapsed and died two weeks
Other woman certainly did it tougher than the two
after giving birth to Maurice Murray Chaffey, the first Hatties. One family took 16 days to travel from near
of the Chaffey’s to be born in Mildura, she said.
Stawell to Mildura with dray and wagon. Two days out,
Baby Maurice died just four months after his moth- a 16 year old girl in a group wrote in her diary that she
er and was buried with Hattie in the Chaffey graveyard. wished she had nevr began this trip.
Two years later on a trip to America to raise money,
The land was in drought, there were dead and dying
and to interest settlers and investors for the still fledg- animals everywhere, and water was hard to find They
ling colony, W.B. married his wife’s neice, also named expected to be able to travel by river steamer from
Hattie (Sexton Schell). She was a cultured woman who Swan Hill but the river was too low and they continued
had attended finishing school in Europe, and was also their weiry way, unloading to go up sandhills and
a talented musician.
struggling with bogged vehicles and many hardships.
When Hattie arrived in Mildura, she moved into the
A sudden thunderstorm added to their woes, and
newly completed Rio Vista, becoming stepmother to again they faced boggy roads of a different sort. They
her three nephews and one niece. She had six children, were pleased to reach the ferry at Gol Gol and to arrive
three of which did not reach maturity.
at the home of Mr. Trevatt and a proper bed that night
Hattie inaugurated musical “At Homes’ and was a for the first time in a week.
member of several musical societies. She assisted the
Valerie, said most women of the day went about
local indigenous tribes, and helped workmen when their daily business without any recognition, and their
they were sick or injured. Within a few years of mar- deeds and pioneering spirit went virtually unrecorded
riage, the Chaffey’s were declared bankrupt and faced as they labored alongside their menfolk to establish
financial ruin.
their pioneer blocks.
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At that time, women were restricted from having
their own money or property, and had no civil rights.
There were certain expectations of behaviour, decorum, and dress. Education of their children, housekeeping and honouring their husbands were expected
attributes.
A1` woman needed to earn a living, there were few
acceptable jobs. The ones that were available including
washing and ironing, shop assistant, or sewing, all of
which were poorly paid. and inclined to keep women at
the bottom of the economic and social ladder.
In the local papers most articles were written by
men about men, and so there was little to record the
lives of women who contributed such a lot to the
Mildura region.
Valerie said, she was keen to learn more about their
lives, with the view of publishing an account of their
role as pioneers.
I have a lot more questions than answers at the

moment, she said. I want to know how most of them
arrived here, was it just to follow the family or a husband’s dream of owning land.
Did they come independently seeking work or to
set up a business. What did they do socially or in the
church.
Where did they live, what was their first home, was
it a bark shelter, bag humpy or a proper house.
Also, how did they care for their families, cooking
on a stove, or outdoor fire, trapping the every plentiful
rabbits, growing vegetables, milking a cow, washing
with a copper filled with boiling water, collecting wood
and caring for children.
Valerie said she would love to read some first-hand
accounts of these women, through their diaries or reminiscences.
Valerie has invited anyone with information to mak
contact through her email valarob@bigpond.com or by
phoning 0408018342 or (03) 5023 2568

Marion and Alan Hassett celebrate their
40th Wedding Anniversary

Another celebration during this quarter was Marion and Alan Hassett of Mildura who celebated the 40th
wedding anniversay with family and friends at The Resort, Mildura on Saturday August 15 following ther
renewal of their wedding vows.

Alan and Marion were married at St. Mary’s
Church of England in Perth, Western
Australia on August 16, 1969.
The surprise 40th wedding anniversary was
held at the home of daughter Emma and
Brandon Alford in Mildura where the renewal of the wedding vows were taken with the
help of son Stuart Hassett and daughter
Emma Alford, another son Rodney of Darwin
was unable to attend due to business commitments.

The Argus-March 2, 1863

to be more than a few unmeaning sounds.
The old man however, although the eldest by four
years and usually in apparently unconscious state,
rouses himself occasionally, and can then speak so as
to be easily understood. On the occasion of the visit to
him a few days since of a gentleman who has known
him for many years, the old man, when his arm is lifted by a person in attendance, to show the condition to
which he was wasted, suddenly remarked” That was an
arm once,” and quickly relapsed into his usual state.
The old couple are well cared for by Mr O’Neil
who fortunately, is in a position to be able to afford
them support in their extreme old age. The old man
arrived in the first fleet in 1778 and has consequently
been seventy five years in the colony.

There are living at Marulan, in this colony, says
the Sydney Empire, two persons, husband and wife,
aged respectively 111 and 107 years.
The old man is stepfather of Mr O’Neil, publican
and wheelwright, at Marulan, and the old woman is his
second wife. The former has entered his 112th year and
the latter upon her 108th.\
They both reside with Mr O’Neil, and have done so
for many years. They are extremely feeble and bedridden, but are in possession of both sight and hearing.
they were able to move about until lately and formerly
were extremely active in their habits.
The old lady attempts to speak when she is
addressed, but cannot make herself understood by
strangers. Her utterance is so thick and inarticulate as
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OLD FOLK

Remember to be kind to old folk, for they are worth
a fortune.
They have silver in their hair, gold in their teeth,
stones in their kidney’s, lead in their feet;
and gas in their stomach’s.
I have become a little older since I saw you last,
and a few changes have come into my life.
Frankly, I have become a frivolous old girl,
I’m seeing five gentlemen every day.
As soon as I wake up, Will Power helps me out of bed,
then I go to John, next, it’s time for Uncle Toy,
who’s always followed by Billy Tea.
When they have left, Arthur Ritus shows up and stays with
me all day. He doesn't like to stay long in one place
for very long, so he takes me from joint to joint.
After such a busy day I’m really tired and glad to get to
bed with Johnny Walker. What a life! Oh yes,
I almost forgot, I am always flirting with Al Zymer.
The Vicar called the other day. He said that at my age I
should be thinking of the Hereafter. I told him that I do
that all the time. No matter where I am, in the garden, in
the kitchen, or in the bedroom, I ask myself,
“Now what am I hear after.”
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The MDGS Inc. gratefully
acknowledge the contribution
of
Mr Peter Crisp
Member for Mildura
whose office has printed
this Newsletter, free of all costs,
as a community service

MILDURA & DISTRICT
GENEALOGICAL SOCIETY INC.
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