
There was a mild sensation at Riverside golf
links yesterday afternoon when it became known
that a child had been buried in a fall of sand in a pit
between the 14th fairway and the river.

The little girl, Lois Wagner (7), daughter of Mr and
Mrs Donald Wagner, of Cowra Avenue, was rescued
just in time, and even then only the prompt application
of resuscitation methods saved her life.

Shortly before 3 o’clock it was reported to a num-
ber of golfers in the vicinity that the little girl was miss-
ing. She had been playing with her sisters around the
pit and her sudden disappearance caused them to
believe that she had wandered into the river.

It was then that a huge fall of sand was noticed in
one of the deep ditches, and Mr and Mrs George
Richardson who were among the first onto the scene,
began to dig frantically into the sand with their hands.
Realising that the task was a hopeless one, Mr
Richardson raced back to the clubhouse and obtained
shovels and the services of several golfers.

The implements were not required, however, as
Mrs Richardson, seeing the victim’s heels protruding
from the sand, was able to drag her apparently lifeless
body out.

Mr “Jock” Kerr, who fortunately has had experi-
ence in first-aid work, was present, and immediately
began to apply resuscitation methods. It was stated that
the child had ceased breathing when he began attend-
ing to her, but gradually her breathing was restored.

A doctor was playing golf on another part of the
course, and he was raced to the scene of the near fatal-
ity.

The little girl, who must have been entombed for
more than a quarter of an hour was taken to Mildura
Hospital, where she was admitted, suffering from

shock. Her condition last night was reported to be sat-
isfactory.

She probably saved her life to the knowledge of
first-aid possessed my Mr Kerr, and to the fact that he
was in the vicinity when she was rescued.
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Child, buried in sand, rescued
by golfers From the Melbourne Argus

Monday, April 28, 1941
Researched by June Greatz nee Wagner

Lois Batt nee Wagner of Howlong, N.S.W. with
Colin Kerr of Mildura, son of Jock Kerr.
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Irish Lord,
early Sunraysia land owner
Sunraysia landowner, Sir Uchter John Knox

Ranfurly, 5th Earl was born in Dungannon Park,
County of Tyrone, Ireland, in 1856 and died in 1933.

As Viscount Northland of Dungannon Park, he was
educated at Harrow and Cambridge and inherited the
title of Lord Ranfurly, 5th Earl in 1875 at the age of 19
years.

After leaving Cambridge he joined up with Captain
Aylman of Walsworth Castle, Darlington and the two
obviously men of “some means”, became wanders of
the world.

They were in Adelaide, South Australia in May,
1888 when they heard about the new Mildura Irrigation
Colony in Victoria being established.

Lord Ranfurly took up 160 acres of the Old Mildura
Concession (then known as Old Mildura) as a home-
stead freehold.

He installed a private pumping plant, built a home-
stead and engaged a nurseryman after contracting with
the Chaffey brothers to have the land cleared.

The land was a diamond shaped area between two
lakes, one of which is known as Lake Ranfurly and the
river midway between Mildura and what is known
today as Merbein.

The nurseryman was engaged to plant a large vari-
ety of fruits, mainly citrus, apricots and vines.

According to Ernestine Hall in her book “Water
into Gold” Mildura basked in another blaze of publici-
ty when it learned that a peer of the realm, a belted
Earl, was among the settlers.

Such was their zeal, she wrote, that the Ranfurly
Estate became a showplace and increased to 250 acres.

He was 32 when he first went ot Old Mildura, and
he crammed plenty into those four years.

He was the first president of the Mildura Club, in
1890.

He had a boat, the L’Orient which he raced on the
lakes or the river.

He raced horses after the Chaffey brothers gave 130
acres of box tree flats to establish a racecourse, and at
the race meetings he was a familiar figure in his claw-
hammer coat with field glasses over his shoulder, his
colours generally flying in the lead when the station
horses came thundering down.

He was credited with being the first in Australia to
grow Washington navel oranges and was the first
exporter of citrus to London.

Amid all the problems and the wrangling that went
on for years after the Chaffey brothers got the irrigation
colony going, it was Lord Ranfurly who acted as chair-
man when Alfred Deakin, the man with the original
dream on an irrigated colony on the Murray addressed
the disillusioned growers.

Deakin the father  of the Commonwealth

Constitution later went on to be a member of the First
Parliament of Australia and later Prime Minister.

At the time of his Mildura visit he was Victorian
Development and Water Supply Minister.

Ernestine Hall wrote that Lord Ranfurly, with sev-
eral visits to America and his home in Ireland,
remained faithful to Mildura for four years and many
more years retained his interests with a manager in
charge of the estate.

She also wrote of him: “A man amongst men, he
was an outstanding benefactor of the town, a leader in
all its activities and a nation builder of the fine old
British school.”

Lord Ranfurly returned to Britain and from 1895 to
1897 was Lord-in-Waiting to Queen Victoria.

In late 1897 he was appointed Governor or New
Zealand and remained Governor until 1904.

It was reported Lady Ranfurly never liked Old
Mildura, there was little chance that she would want to
return, after the day of their departure, they had to trav-
el by horse-drawn buggy through the blinding dust-
storm to Hattah where the railway had only just
reached.

Sir Uchter John Knox Ranfurly was Director of the
Order’s ambulance service from 1915 1919 and was
awarded the Legion of Honor for ambulance services
in the First World War.

He died in 1933 at the age of 77 years in impover-
ished circumstances.

Sir Uchter John Knox Ranfurley
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The cruiser H.M.S. Mildura
Between 1891 and 1905 the fair ship H.M.S

Mildura was part of a small squadron of British
warships which guarded Australian shores.

The magnificent scale model of the cruiser Mildura
is on display at Sydney’s National Maritime Museum.

It has been a source of fascination for district peo-
ple who have visited the Sydney museum.

Precisely why it was named the Mildura is
unknown although background on the Mildura’s histo-
ry is given in the publication “Ships of the Australian
Station” by author John Bastock.

In 1885 Britain appeared to be on the brink of hos-
tilities with Russia and there followed a surge of con-
cern about the inadequacy of the ships of the Imperial
Squadron based in Australia.

The outcome of all this was the passing in 1887 of
the Australasian Naval Defence Act.

Under the Act the British Government was to pro-
vide, in addition to the squadron normally on station, a
force of five small cruisers and two torpedo boats, to be
known as the auxiliary squadron. The auxiliary
Squadron reached Sydney in 1891.

To impart a colonial flavour to arrangements made
under the Australian Defence Act. the Admiralty, when
providing the ships of the Auxiliary Squadron, had
named the cruisers, Katoomba, Mildura, Rungarooma,
Tauranga and Wallaroo and the torpedo-gunboats,
Boomerang and Karakatta.

The Mildura was launched on November 25, 1889
and renamed from Pelorus to Mildura on April 2, 1890.

She was commissioned for the Australian Station at
Chatham on March 18, 1891 and arrived in Sydney
with the Auxiliary Squadron on September 5.
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Society Items for Sale
Sunraysia Daily Indexes $20.00 
Merbein Cemetery Index $25.00
Red Cliffs Cemetery Index $25.00
Mildura Cemetery book coming soon P.O.A.
Mildura Law Courts Index 1889-1910 $10.00
Society Coffee Mugs $10.00
Wall Charts — Seven Generations $1.50
*Disclaimer: The Editor does not accept any responsibility for the opinions or the accuracy in the information contained in this newsletter.

New South Wales
Wills & Probate records

By Eleanor Pugsley, FGSV
From the Ancestor Vol. 29 No. 7 September 2009

New South Wales wills and probate records for
the period to about September 1965 are held by the
State Records, New South Wales and those created
after 1965 are available from the Supreme Court.
(see below)

The Supreme Court N.S.W. Probate Division has
published an index to probates granted in N.S.W.
between 1800 and 1985. The Probate Index shows pro-
bate packet number, series number, name of deceased,
residence, date of death and instrument e.g. probate,
administration etc.

The index available on microfiche: Microfiche B
N.S.W. BDM 21-27. The abbreviations used in the
index are included in the library catalogue record.

For indexes from 1986 onwards, contact the
Probate Division of the Supreme Court of N.S.W.

To date Series 1(Apr 1817-May 1873), Series 2
(1873-1876), Series 3 (1875-1890) and part of Series 4
(June 1928-March 1932 and Jan 1941-Jun 1942) pro-
bate packets have been added to Archives Investigator,
the online catalogue of State Records New South
Wales. www.records.nsw.gov.au

Use the Simple Search in Archives Investigator and
enter the name ands the word death and select the “All
Words” option.

Early Probate Records
The Index to Early Probate Records is available

to search in the Indexes Online section on the State
Records website.

This covers records that are not part of the main
probate series and includes records from series NRS
2665 - Miscellaneous probate papers, 1790-1814, NRS
13725 - Register of  Wills proved and letters of admin-
istration granted 1817-1824 and NRS 13502 - Case
papers relating  to the granting of probates and letters
of administration 1816-1875.

The State Records website provides an excellent

series of guides and finding aids  including the
Archives in brief information leaflets. For detailed
instructions to access wills and probate papers:
Archives in Brief 84: Probate Packets.

Index to Intestate Estate Case Papers
This index has been created from the record

series: NRS 13538, Curator of Intestate Estate:
Case and petitions from the Papers, 1821-1913.

The Case Papers provide details such as: money
owed by the deceased, creditors and petitions from the
Curator of Intestates to the Supreme Court relating to
the administration of the estate, affidavits , newspaper
cuttings and in certain cases personal correspondence.
Files may also provide information that relates to the
nature and locality of death or the occupation of the
deceased. The index  records the name of deceased,
alias (if any), district, date of order, file number and
item number. The index, which currently covers the
years 1823-1992, is available to search in the Indexes
online on the State Records website. This is an ongoing
volunteer project. For further details use Archive in
Brief 53: Curator of Intestate Estate Case papers.

Victorian BDM
increases some fees
From July 1, 2009 some Registry fees have

increased, including the fee for a Historical
Certificate which will change from $25 to $26.60.

There is no increase to historical index search fees,
purchasing uncertified images or historical CD or
DVD ROM products

View the updated list of fees for products and serv-
ices. If you have questions about the Registry’s serv-
ices, please contact us online.
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N.S.W.  Estate Files
The New South Wales government adopted the

British practice of imposing death duties as a form
of direct taxation intermittently from 1865 to 1874.

The Stamp Duties Act 1880 was the beginning of
the consistent imposition of death duties until their
abolition in 1981.

The amount of information in a file can vary con-
siderably. Some files contain an extensive and detailed
examination of the deceased person’s estate and pos-
sessions and others with not much more than a sum-
mary of the value of their assets and the amount of duty
payable.

Deceased Estate files 1880-1958 are held at the
Western Sydney records centre. At present the index
covers 1887-cMay 1907 and is available to search at
Indexes online on the State Records website. It will
eventually cover 1880-1923.

For further details use Archives in Brief 29:
Deceased estate files. The information leaflets provide
details for obtaining copies by mail.

Western Sydney Records Centre, 143 O’Connell
Street, Kingswood, N.S.W. 2747. Supreme Court of
New South Wales, Probate Division, P.O. Box 3,
Sydney, N.S.W. 2001.

Tasmanian  Archives Office
The Archives Office holds records relating to

Probate, Wills, Grants of Probate and Letters of
Administration from 1824 up to the mid 1990s.

These records are  online up to 1989 at
www.archives.tas.gov.au

Details are provided in Brief Guide 12. Copies can
be obtained  my mail, see the online request service.

Archives Office of Tasmania, 77 Murray Street,
Hobart, Tas 7000.

Queensland Archives Office
Queensland State Archives holds files and indexes

on wills and intestacies which were executed more that
thirty years ago. The index to wills 1857-1915 is online
at www.archives.qld.gov.au. Copies can be obtained
by mail, see costs and ordering.

The transmission of real estate by death, the wills
and intestacies were published in the Queensland
Government Gazette which are currently held on com-
puter for the years 1869-1884, 1886-1867, 1890 and
may be searched using the FastFind feature.

Microfiche indexes are also available in G.S.V.
Library: Transmission of real estate by death index
1896-1910; Queensland intestacies, insolvencies and
wills 1859-1885.

Queensland State Archives, 435 Compton Road,
Runcorn, Brisbane, 4113 Queensland.

Family Name Interest
Dollman or Dollmaan;

Melbourne 1870-1900
Hinze; Bruno Alfred August, b. Lyndock, S.A 1870

Joachim Martin Heinrich,
Tanunda, Barossa Valley, 1870.
Alma Johanna Juliane, b. 1866
Dorothea Georine Selma, b 1867;
Bertha Maria Cecile b. 1873;
Herbert Ewald b. 1880;

Seiboth: Maria (Barossa Valley.
Contact Helen Stagg on:

milduragenealogy@gmail.com

Merry Christmas to all of our readers &

contributors from the Editor



To a 19th century Highlander, thinking of emi-
gration, one of the most persuasive factors must
have been a first hand recommendation from rela-
tives and friends who had already “taken the
plunge”.

Letters home, urging loves ones or neighbours to
join the emigrant in the Land of Plenty, were perhaps
not a “cause” of emigration, but must have given it an
added stimulus. They are also delightful to read -
poignant, sad, funny, and above all full of hope. The
following extracts, supplied by Mrs O. P. Gillingham,
Kerang, Victoria, Australia, were written between
September and December 1852, by emigrants from the
Isles of Skye and Raasay. They were published in the
Inverness Courier, and later in booklet form under the
title Letters from Highland Emigrants. Mrs Gillingham
has also compiled and index to the personal names
mentioned in the letters, which follows these extracts.
Their style and tone suggest the letters were sponta-
neously written, and not solicited for propaganda pur-
poses and, as the booklet’s preface points out: “It must
be borne in mind that the writers think and ordinarily
speak in Gaelic, and that the letters are therefore virtu-
ally translations of Gaelic modes of speech and habits
of thought.”

From John Mackinnon to Donald Mackinnon of
Benefeler, near Portree.

Bush Station, Geelong,
September 29, 1852.

Dear Brother, I take the opportunity to let you know
that I am in health at present; but I cannot pass the sore
news I have to tell you in the beginning, that my little
boy Charles, died on the passage, after eight weeks’
sailing 1000 miles west of Cape of Good Hope; and it
was very sore news to me indeed; but his mother was
worse; but we must obey the Lord our God in every
thing he will lay on us. The measles was in the ship and
he got it, and died after being ten days sick. And little
Ann took it, but she came safe from it. But I ought to
bless God that I have the rest safe, for there was plen-
ty along with me that lost all their children. All that
came with me from Raasay lost their youngest child.
We were thirteen weeks and two days between the two

lands, and we got a fine passage, for John MacQueen’s
ship would do as he was saying. I am very pleased with
the place, I am five miles from the town, and I never
got to rest to my body till now. And I think, if myself
and all I have of the family be spared, that I will be a
fortuned man yet, for this is the place for plenty gold
and silver. But I will not advise any man with weak
children to come here, more than two under six years
of age, for the passage is dangerous for children, and
they will get no food but for them that can work. They
must keep the rest up themselves. There were not many
deaths among big people, only one man and four
women, the man and two women were sick before they
came, and another one died in the family way, and
another went overboard on a washing day. She was
putting up clothes and she fell over. Any good working
man here will get 8s to 10s per day; but that is nothing
besides the gold. The gold digging is sixty miles away
from here, and there is a great expense to take a fami-
ly to it; but any single man, or man and his wife, who
would travel themselves, would not be at much
expense. One man I advise, Duncan Campbell Rasay,
the wright, and John Bethune, if his wife was in health
for the passage, for they would soon make their fortune
here. And any strong family, if they are wise, will do
good here. But is John and Donald, Charles’ sons, did
not come as yet, I know you and your sisters would do
well. Now, Donald, I tell you the truth, and no more,
according to all I see and hear. Now, this country is a
pretty country, not very cold or hot as I see yet. You
would wear any kind of dress. Now, dear brother,
although you had come along with me there was no
chance of our keeping together the first year, for all the
people that came with me from Raasay and Skye scat-
tered throughout the country, here and there, none of
them nearer me than 20 miles, and every one  shep-
herd; but me and them expect to meet yet. I got the sta-
tion where Archibald MacIntosh was. And he and his
brother went to the gold, and his wife and sister
stopped in the town. Now I tell you anyone will make
a good shepherd here. Big Rory in Fearn’s Raasay
would make a good shepherd here, and now any one
would do. I have 2000 sheep to herd; but I do not get
out any day till after breakfast, and I may come home
for dinner. I bought a dog from MacIntosh and I paid
£1 for it. My master is a Free Church man, and he sent
a Free Church Minister to my house; and after speak-
ing of spiritual things we spoke a good deal about the
world, and he told me the more people that will come
to this country the better. Now, Donald Maclean, you
would get £60 a year here for shepherding, and your
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“There is no peats here…”
Letters from Highland emigrants

in Australia

Attention ALL Members
Any member wishing to volunteer for the Duty Roster.

New volunteers always welcome.
Enjoy a day out meeting existing members and visitors.

Please contact Kaylene Charles on
(03) 5021 4763
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meat, but I am afraid your children are very weak for
the passage, for 82 children died on our ship; but other
ships come very close from death. Your father’s family
would do well here. Any one who will come here, let
him take him a bottle of castor oil and some baking
soda for the voyage. I do not bid you to write me
because it is a chance of me getting it, for I am hired
for six months; but if you will come yourself, you will
write me by chance to the care of my master John
Armstrong, he will know where I will be. Catherine
sends her blessing to all friends, but her mother and
Christy above all, I am your dutiful brother till death.
From Donald Mackenzie to Roderick Mackenzie,

of Heatherfield, Benefeler, by  Portree.
Killembet, by Port Phillip

November 6,1852.
My dear Father and Mother, Myself and Archibald
Mackinnon, from Cairnescross, Sleat, is hired for shep-
herding for 12 months, and my wages is £75 with
rations and dwelling. I do not know nothing about none
that left home with me, but Sandy McInnes, who left
Waternish; his father is in Gedintaler; he is 28 miles
from me, all the family is at the one man, and he is a
good master. His wages is coming to £160 a year. We
was complaining for being so long on the passage.
There was a great number of children died on this ship,
but we did not lose one, and they stood well to the sea.
All the children that was on both sides of us was taken
away, and but two was left, and another child was aside
us. The measles was aboard the ship and the doctor was
wishing to attend them carefully, but they were com-
plaining of him, although he was doing his best for
them. The provision was sufficient; they were getting
in the morning porridge for the children, and biscuits
and tea to themselves, and their rice and pork, on sup-
per, as in the morning, and beef every Saturday. We
was allowed more than we could eat. We did not feel
any hunger since we left home, and we have flesh three
times a day.
My master, Mr John Thomson is killing a bullock
every fortnight, and sending the rations home to them
every fortnight. A doctor is to come to the station every
month, and the master pays him so much a year for it.
I cannot give you a illustration on the country, only of
sheep and cattle, and great tracts of land, as I am too far
out in the country. This place is very dry, but there is no
scarcity of water for drink, or cooking and washing too.
There is lakes of salt water in this country, and in the
summer time they will dry up as salt rock, and the ten-
ants is taking it home with their carts, and it is tasty as
any salt you would get at home. This is a good place,
but the grass is not growing so good as it is at our place,
it is so scarce in the ground. So we are content in it at
this time however; I would advise John, by brother, to
come to this place. Murdoch and Kenneth would do
very good with the sawying in this colony. As for John
and Sandy, I would be afraid for giving them any con-
sent to come, in fear that they would lose the children,
as they are all too weak for the sea, as it is a great hard-
ship for weak children. But if you would risk the

chance as I did and if you would arrive safe in this
colony you would be better off than the gentlemen that
you would leave at home. All what they have if money
in our place is nothing besides the money and gold in
this colony. I would advise Donald Mackenzie in
Lethalt to come, he would be much better in this place.
If any one intend to come, let him bring as much as he
can in clothes and shoes, for they are very dear in this
place.
Tell John to come though he would not bring none but
himself; and if the whole family would come, my
father would get £50 a year for herding sheep, if he
could move his foot out of the house. I would wish that
all my friends would come for it would be to their prof-
it, and it would soon bring them top a better way than
another man’s service. If you will believe that, let you
do what you like.

From John Mackinnon, formerly Labourer and
Cartwright at Roag, Dunvegan, Isle of Skye,to

Alex. Mackinnon,Sheriff’s Officer, Roag.
Melbourne, Port Philip, Victoria

Nov. 8, 1852.. 
Dear Sir, we made passage in 68 days. Ann was sea-
sick the first 12 days. As for myself I did not feel as
much as a sore head since I left home; and she was in
good health ever since. But, oh, Sandy! Throwing out
my two little boys into the deep sea; it will never go out
of my heart. The youngest died with the measles at
crossing the line; and the other 6 days after with a
bowel complaint, a disease raged greatly in our ship
among the children; 53 children died, and 2 women in
childbed, and one sailor. 
I am working at my old trade, Cartwright, one mile out
of Melbourne, at a place called Lower Collingwood, on
the banks of the river Yarra –Yarra. We are not scarce
of water. I am paying 10 shillings a week for my room
and fire wood; there is no peats here. Now, Sandy, it is
no profit to me to tell you lies. That I will not. I heard
at home good accounts of Australia; but I never
believed it till I saw it with my own eyes, and I think
more of it than I ever heard at home, partly green and
partly thickly wooded. Now I think this is the richest
town  of Its size in all of the world; all the go is gold,
gold, gold!
They do not worry about a sovereign here more than a
penny at home. But, oh, Donald Campbell, what are
you doing in Roag with your strong family; Now I have
to tell you that I live with as little fear as I would in
Roag. They will be speaking at home that a person
would be in danger for his life day and night; but it is
not true. I saw some of the natives going bare naked,
but they will hurt no person; and the people here are as
kind and free as ever I saw.

From Donald MacCaskill to his sister Effy.
Devil’s River,

November 17, 1852.
My dear Sister, We had a voyage 15 weeks and 4 days,
from anchor to anchor, from Liverpool to Geelong,
Port Philip. We had the most of the time with course



weather on the voyage, little Donald, he took the
measles, but it was for no trouble to him. He was only
two days in bed, and that was all. All the rest took it
before. We lost 27 children, and 2 of the sailors; 8 born.
There were families that lost 4, some 5, and some 2 and
3, but I, Donald Campbell and Malcolm Maclead and
Donald Macdonald, took all of our families to this
colony, in a good state of health. Our master has two
stations, his home station is 18 miles from Geelong and
the other station is 150 miles up the country. Meron and
I  and the young ones of the children are in one place,
Duncan and Kenneth in another place; John and Peter
are in the manager’s house. We are all Shepherd’s,
except John, he is out the house after the cattle, milk-
ing them, because Mrs Digins, the manager’s wife, has
no servant but him. She is a Highland woman herself.
Dear Sister, you can easily understand by this account
that I left the starvation behind. I can give as much to
my dogs now, as I was getting to my family at home, to
keep them alive with. This is a very wholesome coun-
try, It is not too warm or cold either. We have the sum-
mer here now, and I am using t he Highland cloth I took
from home. Now give me news, with my great
respects, to all of my friends and acquaintances, and it
is my advice to them to come to this country far as far
as I know there in no other place under the stars like
this place, for poor people to live in; certainly there are
many difficulties to meet with a man before he will
arrive, but he will soon forget them, Tha mi bea, slan,

Ian Tolichte, ann an fasach Australia (I am alive, well,
quite happy, in the wilderness of Australia.)

From Donald MacDonald, formerly at Borline,
to his brother Duncan MacDonald

Geelong,
22 November, 1852.

Dear Brother, I now do myself the pleasure of intimat-
ing to you, that we all arrive here safe, after a passage
of 91 days. Thanks be to God for his wonderful mer-
cies. I am sorry to tell you, that my wife Isabella, was
indisposed during all of the voyage. She was delivered
here about a fortnight ago, of a female child, who only
survived nine days. I am glad to tell you, that we were
well used, and treated most kindly, by the captain and
the officers and crew of the ship (the Georgina );
indeed, in one word, we were dealt with far beyond our
expectations. We have had one death, and one birth, so
I think we were the only exception that arrived with so
few deaths, in this colony, for a series of years. But a
most unfortunate affair happened before we came
ashore. The sailors conspired to take a French leave.
i.e. without the Captain’s permission. It was on a
Sunday when the crew prepared to leave the ship, and,
awful, to relate, the Captrain shot the cook through the
head. I hope I shall never witness such a scene during
the rest of my sojourn in this vain and transitory world.
For my part I have not travelled much of this country
as yet, being in The Emigration Depot for the last six
weeks; but one thing I am safe in saying, that this is the
country for the poor working man. I expect to leave
here today, and is going 100  miles to the interior as a
general servant, at the rate of £70 a year. The diggings
just now is not so brisk; some are getting gold, but most
are not. I advise you once more to follow me here.  P.S.
Advise John or Alex Cameron to come; prevail upon
them to come, and the whole of my friends.

From Margaret Macleod, her mother
Mrs Macpherson, with a large family
of married sons and daughters, from

Dunvegan,Isle of Skye, sailed at their own expense
on the Wannata.

Melbourne,
December 1852.

My dear Brother and Sister, Roderick is working in a
smithy in town, and is getting £3 a week, and Angus is
waiting in a public house, and is getting £1/5 shillings
a week along with rations. I wish that you and Margaret
would take the courage to come out here, for you
would both do well. Margaret would do well in wash-
ing. Mother, Emily and I are living together, yet
Roderick and Donald are living with us. We have got
two rooms and are paying A£2 a week for them. Rents
are very high here, every thing is dear in this place. The
Free Church is as close as twenty yards to our house
and service is held twice daily of the Sabbath; but they
are  not like the ministers comparing to those we have
left behind us, but who came here about a fortnight
ago, but the Reverend Norman Macleod, from
America; he is very old now, he is just like old Norman

8

Findmypast vouchures are available to mem-
bers for researching on the internet, cost is $16.50
for 50 credits.

Simple to use, call up site and type in your secret
pin number and you are on your way to research
English and Welsh records.

Findmypast.com
is waiting for you
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Macleod in your own place.  There is Gaelic sermon
preached every Sabbath, once a day here, so the place
is not so bad off as we heard of before we left home,
for the want at the means of grace, if a person wishes
to attend them, but this is very wicked place, and peo-
ple given greatly to drink here, especially women. I
never saw a town where there is more women given to
drink than this town is. Your mother is enjoying good
health since we came to this colony, and says her mind
is much easier than what she was at Herebost, and
colony is agreeing with her as well. This is a beautiful
country, and always fine weather, but it is very hot at
times, but I suppose it is never very cold. You can tell
John MacPherson that he was very foolish he did not
come out here with his family; he could get situation
for every one of them, and drivers get the highest
wages that goes in the colony. I hope you would have
got the letter Thomas wrote you about the harbour; I
dare say he mentions about the death of our little boy,
who suffered a great deal before he died. Poor John
MacKinnon, that left Roag, lost all his family; the only
one that was living after coming on shore died last
week. I wish you and Margaret would take the courage
and come out here, for every person has plenty to eat
and drink.

From Alexander Cameron, former Shepherd of
Talisker, to John Cameron, Esq.,

Tacksman of Talisker.
Wardy Yallock.

My dear Sir, we left Greenock on Tuesday, and 13
weeks from that day we anchored at Port Phillip,after a
save passage; none died but a child, belongs to Ewan
Robertson, from Strathaird, near Doctor McAllister
house. We had the best doctor that I ever saw. There
was plenty wanting servant of every kind, so I take my
chance of being a shepherd; I was hired at one by John
Gordon McMillan, of Wardy Yallock, 50 miles from
Geelong. I am writing this letter on my knees. I have to
rise now and then to follow the sheep through the wood
for it is very plentiful about me. I have 3000 in my
flock; Ewan about 2000. Our master hath 18,000 on his
farm, and not paying but £10 pound of rent for that;
they told me he is one of the richest in the colony, but
he hath a large estate about the town of Geelong. He is
a native of Argyllshire. I wish you was married to his
sister, she is both rich and bonney. I must tell you that
all of the sailors flee away from the ship first Sunday
after we come, when we was at our dinner; we ran up
when we heard the noise; they went down to the quar-
ter-deck and began to loose one of the boats, the cap-
tain asked what they mean, they told him that they was
going to the digging, and if he would not behave, that
he would be on the worth of the play; he run down to
the cabin an out a pistol that would shot 6 shots at once;
he keep that to the ear of there own cook and he fell
down dead, then he shot six shots as quick as possible,
he wounded another too, but none dead but the one; the
sailmaker, a strong able man, jump on him and give
him a blow that knocked him down as fast as the man
that he killed, and they tye him on his back till they got

away; he was flate on the deck the sailmaker waiting,
before any of his mates would loose him, he was able
to put them all out on the sea if he would begin. Every
ship that came lost there crew. I don’t think that they
will ever get home. I will send another letter to Mrs
McAskill along with yours, and another to my brother
at Sea.

From the same Alexander Cameron,
to Mrs McAskill.

Wardy Yallock
My dear Mrs McAskill, I got a fiddle in Greenock, that
kept me very busy playing every night that we could
stand the deck dancing. The Doctor and the Captain
would force us to dance every night, and they was very
few nights they would not try it. I was in opinion before
I left home that the passengers would not be allowed to
be on deck always, but that was not true, for all the pas-
sengers was ordered to be playing themselves on deck
all the day, to keep them active. The Captain would go
down under deck now and then, slashing them up, and
he would be larning them many kinds of playing that I
never saw.  It was the flying fish the greatest wonder
that I saw; they was so numerous about the ship for 4
or 5 weeks; 3 or 4 of them jumped on board although
the ship was very high. I saw shirks near the Cape. I am
weel in health since you saw me, very bussy with my
floock. I must rise as soon as the sun, and go home at
sunset. I have nothing but following them; and when
we reach the boundaries, they will turn there, they will
not leave the station to any place. John Matherson is
near me the same. We have not but small houses, but
we have plenty to eat and drink. We are getting the best
mutton that ever I saw; very seldom I saw in Skye so
good as the worst we have here. I don’t see any of the
natives since I came; but Mary and Ann Matherson is
afraid of them. I think this is the best place in the
world, so bonny. We are not far from the gold diggings.
They are saying that there is plenty of it in all this farm.
They are desiring us to looking up sharp for it. I write
a letter to Dr Talisher, that I mention the riots that we
had the day that the sailors went away; you will see it
in the newspapers. I saw it here, but there was not
words of true. Mind and write as soon as you get this.
Excuse hurry, the sheeps is getting away.
P.S. Many a night I will be minding old lang sighn, play
the fiddle in such a private place, none to hear me but
the fowls of the wood.
I remain yours truly til death.
Alex. Cameron, your old fiddler.

Have you a genealogical find or
history that you would like to
share. . .

Contact the Editor at the
Society Rooms

or by email:
robinparker81@hotmail.com
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BOOKS
DONATED BY: LOIS BATT
NUMBER 7 OPERATIONAL TRAINING UNIT,
RAAF TOCUMWAL.
DONATED BY: THELMA BOCK
PADDY’S MUM: THE GRAVE OF ELIZABETH
WADE AND HER SON, WILLIAM ARTHUR
WADE, WYARAMA STATION N.S.W.
DONATED BY: BILL BURNS & MILDURA
LIBRARY SERVICE
FINDING FAMILIES.
DONATED BY: CHRIS CELEGON
ARARAT 1857 – 2007.
DONATED BY: COLIN CLEARY
CARWARP, COMMUNITY, POLITICIANS AND
THE WANDERERS: A SOCIAL HISTORY OF A
SPECIAL MALLEE TOWN.
DONATED BY: JUNE GREATZ
A HISTORY OF GUMERACHA AND DISTRICT,
SOUTH AUSTRALIA 1839 – 1939 TARNAGULLA
& DISTRICT: THE WAY IT WAS.
WESTGARTHTOWN: THE GERMAN SETTLE-
MENT AT THOMASTOWN.
DONATED BY: LILIAN GUILD
THE MILDURIAN FOR THE YEARS 1928, 1930,
1931, 1932, 1933, 1934, 1936, 1937, 1938, 1939, 1940,
1941, 1942, 1943, 1946. 
THE MILDURIAN PEACE NUMBER 45.
DONATED BY: NOLA MACKAY
HISTORY OF THE GERMAN COMMUNITY IN
THE CLARENCE RIVER DISTRICT OF N.S.W.

DONATED BY: MERBEIN & DISTRICT
HISTORICAL SOCIETY INC.
GRAVE MATTERS AT MERBEIN MONUMENTAL
CEMETERY 1914 - 1969: A GLIMPSE BEHIND
THE HEADSTONES.
DONATED BY: JANET NEAVE
KRAKE FAMILY HISTORY: HIENRICH KRAKE &
ELLEN MOYLE.
DONATED BY: GLORIA PUGH
PICTORIAL HISTORY OF AUSTRALIA AT WAR
1939-45: VOLUMES 1, 2, 3, 4 & 5.
DONATED BY: PETER SULLIVAN
THE SULLIVANS OF CUTHRO: AS TOLD BY
BONNIE MCCOY.
DONATED BY: UNKNOWN
THE LOG OF SKIPPER FRED RANSOM.
DONATED BY: LIZ WALLACE
THE PORTER FAMILY: DESCENDANTS OF JOHN
AND MARY PORTER: FROM THE NORTH OF 
ENGLAND TO EAGLEHAWK, AUSTRALIA.
DONATED BY: BERNADETTE WELLS &
BRONWYN ZRNA
MERBEIN: 100 YEARS IN PICTURES 1909 - 2009.
PURCHASED
GERMAN - ENGLISH GENEALOGICAL
DICTIONARY.
THE HENTY JOURNALS: A RECORD OF FARM-
ING, WHALING AND SHIPPING IN PORTLAND
BAY, 1834 - 1839.

Library additions
with Lyn Grant

$6000 MRCC grant won
by Raylee Schultz

The Mildura and District Genealogical Society
has been fortunate enough to receive a $6000 grant
to purchase a new colour photo copier which also
scans documentsd if required.

Society Secretary, Malcolm Williams was present-
ed with the cheque in November from the Mildura
Rural City Council and the photo copier was installed
days later and is currently in use. It will be a great help
to the projects group in particular

A recent Victorian State Government grant of
$2000 is to be used to purchase a new split system air-
conditioner for the meeting room, again making proj-
ects and research more comfortable for members and
visitors alike.
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Sunraysia Daily Index’s for sale 
Vol. 1 1920-1929 by M.D.G.S. $20.00
Vol. 2 1930-1939 by M.D.G.S. $20.00
Vol. 3 1940-1944 by M.D.G.S. $20.00
Vol. 4 1945-1949 by M.D.G.S. $20.00
Vol. 5 1950-1954 by M.D.G.S. $20.00
Vol. 6 1955-1959 by M.D.G.S. $20.00
Vol. 7 1960-1964 by M.D.G.S. $20.00
Vol. 8 1965-1969 by M.D.G.S. $20.00
Vol. 9 1970-1973 by M.D.G.S. $20.00
Vol. 10 1974-1977 by M.D.G.S. $20.00
Vol. 11 1978-1981 by M.D.G.S. $20.00
Vol. 12 1982-1985 by M.D.G.S. $20.00
Vol. 13 1986-1989 by M.D.G.S. $20.00
Vol. 14 1990-1994 by M.D.G.S. $20.00
Vol. 15 1995-1999 by M.D.G.S. $20.00

Walking History by M.D.G.S. $2.00

Seeking information on
lost family bible:

Family bibles commonly hold vital family histo-
ry information where details of important family
events have been lovingly inscribed over many
years.

My grandmother’s bible was no exception. Her
name was Florence Rains and her husband was Arthur
Rains. Their last residence was 52 Eaglesham Street in
Mildura. Florence died about 1944 and her husband
Arthur died in 1959. On Arthur’s death, the bible
passed to the eldest son, Sid Rains, and his wife
Bonney. This couple had no children. They are both
now deceased and the Family Bible has disappeared. I
am very keen to  track it down. I don’t know any
details about it except that my mother told me that it
held many family history details.

If anyone knows its whereabouts or sees it in their
travels at an antique shop or similar, I would greatly
appreciate hearing from them.

My email is jessica195415@yahoo.com.au
Also I am tracing family members of the Hintz,

Dollman, and Rains lineage. The Hintz family were
located mainly around the Barossa Valley in the late
1800s and the Rains family were also South
Australian.The Dollman family came to Melbourne
from Birmingham in 1870. Charles Dollman and his
daughter Lillian were the original family as Emily
(wife) and young Charles died in the year of their
arrival. Charles then went on to marry Lily Wise and I
believe there are descendants of this family still living
in Victoria. If anyone can put me in touch with them
that would be great.

The other person I am looking for is Wilfred
Bentley. This was an assumed name for Bruno Hintz
from Lyndoch in South Australia. Wilfred married
Lillian Dollman. After Lillian’s death in 1904, Wilfred
(Bruno) ‘disappeared.’ I am very keen to find out
where he went and when he died.

Hoping someone can help in these matters.
Helen Stagg milduragenealogy@gmail.com

British War Index
Ancestry.com have some great news for those peo-
ple looking for family members who fought in the
Great War.
We have finished indexing all the surviving British
Army World War I Service Records. Previously
records were only available online up to the letter N,
but now if you can’t find the records here, you won’t
anywhere else.
Although German bombers destroyed some, 208 mil-
lian records survived or were reconstructed from pen-
sion records. Finally, after 2 years of painstaking work,
these astonishing records are ready for you to research
online.

Do you have
Irish ancestors?

If so they may be honoured among the 49,000 Irish
conscripts who served and died in the Great War. These
records are works of art, originally published in 8 vol-
umes and beautifully illustrated by eminent artists of
the day, such as Harry Clarke, They’re well worth
researching for appearance alone.

Scottish National
War Memorial

The Scottish Nation War Memorial commemorates
nearly 150,000 Scottish casualties in the First World
War, over 50,000 in the Second World War, and the
campaigns since 1945, including the Malayan
Emergency, the Korean War, Northern Ireland, the
Falklands War and the Gulf War.
The Memorial is to be found in Crown Square at the
very top of the rock on which Edinburgh Castle stands.
In 1927 the architect Sir Robert Lorimer and two hun-
dred Scottish artists and craftsmen created a serene
Hall of Honour and Shrine where the names of the
dead are contained in books that are on permanent dis-
play.
The Memorial is open to the public, free of charge on
application to the Castle Ticket Office.
www.snwm.org/website/main.html which if fully
searchable and also contains a visitors book where
messages may be left. Well worth a look.

Coming in the March 2010
Useing website www.nla.gov.au

Do try the site for your family research.
I chose the Melbourne Argus for a search and came
across an Agnes Anderson nee Mann who was possi-
bly Australia’s oldest person who died in 1898 aged
116 years, from various articles their appears to be
some truth, but like a lot of articles glossed over a lit-
tle too much. Editor
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Captain and Mrs John Egge
Captain John Egge - ‘A Champion of the Rivers’

and a remarkable pioneer of the town of Wentworth
and of the river-trade industry.

You will find his simple grave in the local cemetery,
inscribed with his name and two lines of verse - “So lov-
ing, so faithful, so kind - Hard in this world his equal to
find”. Capt John Egge was a legend in his lifetime and a
key figure in the development of navigation along the
Murray, Darling and Murrumbidgee rivers.

John Egge was born in Shanghai, around 1830, and
came to Australia as a crew member of the vessel under
the command of Capt Francis Cadell. Cadell traded
between Port Adelaide and Melbourne, with a major inter-
est in the navigation of the Murray. Egge was the cook on
the PS Lady Augusta during the race with Capt William
Randell’s vessel, PS Mary Ann, in 1853, for the honour of
being the first riverboat to navigate the Murray.

John Egge was born 26th April 1829, at Shanghai,
China ‘on the banks’ of the Yangtze River - he died on
11th September, 1901 at Wentworth, NSW, ‘on the banks’
of the Darling River. Wife Mary (nee Perring), born 3rd
October, 1839, either in Totnes, Devon, UK or South
Australia - she died 1st June, 1891 at Wentworth, NSW. 

In 1856 Egge bought land at Goolwa, SA and leased
property on Hindmarsh Island. It was here that he met an
Englishwoman, Mary Perring, whose parents Peter and
Jane Perring from Totnes, Devon, UK, were landowners
on the island. Not having a boat of his own he courted
Mary by swimming across the Goolwa Arm in the
evenings with his clothes tied on his head. His determina-
tion paid off, for he and Mary married at St Jude’s Church
of England, Port Elliott, on 8 April, 1857.

When Wentworth was proclaimed a town in 1859 John
and Mary came to settle in the new town, working their
passage up the river, John as a cook and Mary as a stew-
ardess. Richard, their first child, was born here in 1869.
John and Mary had eight surviving children - all born in
Wentworth.

John Egge, the businessman, started in a very small
way - he baked pies and pasties in a camp oven and sold
them door-to-door from a basket he carried over his arm.
By 1861, he could afford a proper oven and a shop to
house it, he opened a bakery. In 1863 he opened a butcher
shop, and had a boarding-house constructed, which
proved a sound investment in an area with many single
working men. Around 1866 he chartered his first river-
boat, the PS Treviot, and so began his successful venture
into river-trading. He acquired the PS Moira and PS
Endeavour - an interesting boat - its top and sides were
constructed of nail cans - it was one of the first boats to
run regularly between Echuca and Albury, and Egge was
now employing as crew some of the people he had for-
merly served as a cook and steward.

By the early 1870s Egge was established as one of the
biggest traders on the Murray-Darling and his onshore
business interests had expanded at the same rate as his
river trade. At various times he ran a general store in town

as well as a store on the wharf, which supplied station
properties with bulk goods and served as a depot for his
boats. he leased or owned four hotels over the years, and
owned residences and property as well as holding shares
in various companies. 

The Shire Municipal Rates records reveal that 20 years
after arriving in Wentworth he paid rates on 11 different
properties. The ‘Melbourne Journal’ of 1881 reported that
John was paying something like Â£1,800 to Â£2,000 a
month in customs duties and was renowned as the mer-
chant with the best credit in all the colonies.

In 1891 John Egge reconstructed SS Murrumbidgee as
a floating department store with mahogany showcases and
polished counters with retail and wholesale sections. The
grocery and hardware departments offered ‘every con-
ceivable article in these lines’, with his new venture - the
sale of boots and shoes, drapery and fancy goods. This
boat was talked about all along the river and because the
freight charges on river transport were at least two-thirds
the cost of overland transport, the goods could be pur-
chased at very reasonable prices. 

By offering household goods at regular intervals ‘at
the right price’ life on the rivers was made more tolerable
for women and children and so they ventured from the
coastal cities.

John Egge was in Australia years before 1000’s of his
compatriots came from China during the gold-rush days.
When discriminatory legislation was passed against
Chinese, John was required to pay poll-tax of Â£10 every
time he crossed state boundaries, which for him was often.
He was eventually granted an exemption by the govern-
ments of NSW, Victoria and SA who consented to recog-
nise him as ‘an Australian merchant’.

Egge was hugely popular and highly respected all
along the rivers. His integrity, generosity and business
acumen inspired admiration even at a time of anti-Chinese
feeling in Australia. He did adopt totally the European
ways, clothes and language (it was almost as if he had for-
gotten his mother tongue) and could certainly work as
hard as ‘any man’ - had done it all - all labourer, farmer,
cook, steward, businessman and skipper and had shown
himself to be very capable at whatever he did. He also was
known to try ‘anything’ - during a high flood (possibly
1870) he sailed the PS Prince Alfred, down the main street
of Wentworth. He commanded respect from his employ-
ees, and even was considered hard-headed and shrewd in
his business dealings - customs officers especially regard-
ed him as a wily trader, who had all kind of tricks to avoid
paying duty (yet as mentioned before he certainly paid his
‘dues’).

Touching tributes printed in the local paper, the
Federal Standard, on the deaths of both Mary Egge in
1891 (aged 50 years) and John Egge in 1901, speak vol-
umes for the esteem in which they were held. At the time
of his death John had been the longest resident of
Wentworth - 41 years. He certainly deserves the title of
Wentworth Pioneer.
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While looking for information on my great
grandfather, I came across the Government
Gazette’s and found this article.

I the undersigned, hereby make application to reg-
ister the New Zealand Steam-Sluicing Co. as a no-lia-
bility company under the provisions of “The Mining
Companies Act 1871.

1. The name of the company is to be the New
Zealand Steam-Sluicing Gold Mine Company, No
Liability.

2. The place of sluicing operations is at Greymouth,
New Zealand.

3. The registered office of the company will be sit-
uated at 81 Collins Street West, Melbourne.

4. The value of the company’s property, including
claim and machinery is L300.

5. The number of shares in the company is 30,000,
of five shillings each.

6. The number of shares subscribed for is 18,500.
7. The name of the manager is William Taylor.
The names and addresses and occupations of the

shareholders, and the number of shares held by each at
this date, are as below:
Name, Address, Occupation No. of Shares
Wilhelm Justus Schlichting, Kew,Gentleman

4000
W.E. King, Melbourne, Merchant 1500
W.E. Sanders, Melbourne, Merchant 3000
C.W. Gibson, Melbourne, Stock Agent 2000
H.W. Bartram, Melbourne, Merchant 300
H. Lloyd, Melbourne, Dealer 2700
William Taylor, Melbourne, Auctioneer 2000
Heinrich Nicholaus Schlichting,
Greymouth, Agent 2000
A.R. Wallis, Melbourne, Gentleman 1000
William Taylor, in trust for the company 11500
W.M. Taylor, Manager
Witness to signature, William MacCredie.

I William Taylor, do solemnly and sincerely declare
that:

1. I am the manager of the said intended company.
2. The above statement is to the best of my belief

and knowledge, true in every particular.
And I make this solemn declaration conscientious-

ly believing the same to be true, and by virtue of the
provisions of an Act of Parliament of Victoria render-
ing persons making a false declaration punishable for
wilful and corrupt perjury.

Wm. Taylor.
Taken before me, this 21st day of August, 1884,

William MacCredie.

Government Gazette’s a
handy research database 

by Robin Parker

For anybody researching New Zealand family
history, am sure this site will be of a lot of interest;
paperspast.natlib.govt.nz

I found 26 pages on the site, some of the newspa-
per reports connecting to my Schlichting family found
on paperspast are listed below:

MARRIAGE: Schlichting-Seebeck; On the 1st of
February, 1872, at the bride’s mother’s house, by the
Rev. G.T.N. Watkins, Heinrich Nicholous Schlichting
of the Province of Hanover, Germany, to Maria
Katherina Seebeck, from the Province of Schleswig,
Holstein, Germany.

DEATH: Schlichting; On the 4th February, 1888,
at the Melbourne Hospital, Mr Heinrich Nicholaus
Schlichting, late of Greymouth and native of Germany
aged 52 years. Result of accident at Greymouth.

DEATH: SEEBECK; On the 1st of February,
1905, at her residence, Rutherglen, Metta Philippine
Seebeck, native of Hamburg, Germany. Aged 85 years.
Deeply regretted.

Saturday’s Grey Star, December 17, 1894: “The
body of  Mrs Mary Schlichting, which has been miss-
ing for the last two months, was found yesterday after-
noon in a tailrace of the Infant’s Creek, Rutherglen. An
inquest was held this morning, and the funeral took
place this afternoon, being followed by a large number
of friends.”

Grey River Argus, December 2, 1886
Grey Council matters: From Edward Schlichting,

Mine Manager, asking permission to drive a tunnel
under the Maori Creek road, Granted, subject to the
usual conditions.

Three Schlichting brothers were said to have come
to New Zealand, Edward could be the third brother.

Brothers Heinrich Nicholaus Schlichting and
Wilhelm Justus Schlichting arrived in Melbourne in
1857 and 1861 and went to New Zealand in 1870, now
to prove if Edward is a brother or a paper error.

New Zealand BDM website
now resarchable

It has just come to my notice that the New Zealand
BDM website has a searchable index for their records.

bdmonline.dia.govt.nz

New Zealand site
“paperspast” is well

worth a look
by Robin Parker
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It is claimed by old
residents that Harrow is
the second oldest town in
Victoria, Portland only
being older and the
“Victorian Gazetteer”
backs out its claim.

Harrow in 1848,
Dougheny’s Inn and the
Hermitage Inn and store.
Harrow in 1865 is
described as a postal vil-
lage in the parish of
Harrow.

Harrow was surveyed
on August 17, 1869, but
evidently the township
existed long before the sur-
vey was made.

The district is purely
pastoral, and consists of undulating plains lightly
wooded, while parts are level country interspersed with
hills covered with stringy bark and only adapted for
grazing.

Harrow has a Post Office and Court of Petty
Sessions and a mail coach service. The hotel’s are The
Hermitage, Spur Inn and Plough and Harrow. It is
under the control of a Road Board, and the population
is 158 persons and the number of dwellings 32. It is 49
feet above sea level.

The land being pastoral was taken in large areas,
and the first land settlement was established at Mooree
about seven miles down the Glenelg River from
Harrow. A company which traded under the Glenelg
Establishment Company controlled an area from
Balmoral to the South Australian border. Later the area
was subdivided using the Glenelg River as a dividing
line. Then Koolomurt Station was established and other
early stations were Fulham, Clunie, Longlands, Kout
Norien, Pine Hills, Mullagh and Kadnook, the owners
being, Clunie, James Blair; Kout Norien, John
Broughton; Pine Hills, David Edgar; Mullagh,
Birmingham, later FitzGerald.

James Blair was formerly a Police Magistrate, and
provided the money to erect an iron railing fence on a
concrete base around the Mechanic’s Institute in 1889.
The early settlers commenced building their huts on
Clunie near the football ground, and they crossed the
river and established the town on its present site. James
Blair had a hut on Clunie reserved as a camping place
for swagmen, and it was a clause in the contract of sale

when Clunie was later sold that swagman were to be
allowed to camp there undisturbed.

Back in that remote period there were six police
constables stationed at Harrow, four of whom were
mounted men and the police district extended from
Ballarat to the South Australian border.

At that time Harrow was the centre of postal dis-
tricts, and mail coaches (horse drawn of course) were
run to Horsham, Hamilton, Apsley, Casterton and
Coleraine tri-weekly and about 100 mail bags were
made up weekly. The first post office was in a room of
FitzGerald’s store and was conducted by Mr Colin
McLean. Later it was housed in a building where C.
Loy’s bakery now stands.

The first official Post and Telegraph office was con-
ducted by Miss Creagh from 1875 to 1888 who was
followed by Miss Montgomery and later by Miss
Kealey.

Mr Blackburn commenced business as a chemist in
1875 on the site between Loy’s Bakery and Mrs
Stewart’s residence.

Mr Benjamin Creagh was the first clerk of courts,
his office being a room above the kitchen of the
Harrow Hotel, formerly the Spur Inn, now delicenced
and the room still stands.

Various mail contractors delivered the mail includ-
ing Cobb & Co. the proprietor bing Mr Tom Vines and
Western Stage Co.

Stages  left Apsley at 4am arrived Harrow at
8.30am and arrived Hamilton at 5.30 with an overnight
stop and arrived Melbourne at 9pmthe following night.

Harrow, second oldest
town in the State

from the first issue of the Harrow Mail & Kowree Shire Advertiser
Thursday, July 4, 1946

Harrow Historical Society in the old town of Harrow.
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Swan Hill police history
An article by the Swan Hill Genealogical and Historical Society

from the Swan Hill Guardian Dec. 24, 2008
Swan Hill’s history of policing dates back to the

early 1850s. Although not officially declared a town-
ship until 1861, the need for a police presence in
Swan Hill (Castle Donnington) was determined ear-
lier.

Swan Hill was becoming a stopover for travellers
between the central Victorian goldfields and south
Australia due to the availability of water on that route.

Swan Hill also had a punt and wharf which opened
up the Riverina to the Victorian markets and thus the
township was to develop.

With the separation of Victoria from New South
Wales in 1851, a Victoria Police Force was established
in 1853.

Swan Hill’s first Police Magistrate was Mr W.
Plunkett with Inspector Francis Cobham being
appointed to Swan Hill in 1854.

The district that Cobham was in charge of went
from Elmore to the South Australian border. One must
also consider that transport was by horse or foot in this
period and the tracks travelled were primative, making
the policeman’s duty exceptionally difficult.

The first Swan Hill police headquarters was erected
on the hill where the current McKillop College is locat-
ed. Apart from being in relative scrub at the time, there
would have been some visual benefits from this geo-
graphical location.

Inspector Cobham tried to have the police station
relocated to Kerang and then, almost as a compromise,
Lake Boga.

This could have been due to the poor conditions of
the hut he and his family were residing in.

On one occasion Cobham is reported to have trav-
elled to Albury to make an arrest, then escorted the
prisoner to Melbourne before returning to Swan Hill.

During his service in Swan Hill until 1858, Cobham
had also set up outposts between Loddon and
Wentworth, namely Kerang, Lake Boga, Kulnane,
Tooleybuc Narrung, Bumbang, Kulkyne, McCullams,
Grant’s, Log Yard, McGrath, Wal-Wal, and Cowanna
Bend beyond Mildura.

At this time the Swan Hill station comprised about
seven or eight officers. Police were not allowed to vote,
had to wear white gloves, worked seven days a week a
week and were on relatively low wages without over-
time. Their uniform was modelled on the English uni-
form but changed in the late 1850s to suit Australian
conditions, paid for by the officer.

It was many years before these conditions changed.
A recruitment campaign in the 1850s saw many

Irish come to Victoria as police officers.
Before this, officers were mainly made up of ex-

convicts, not surprising considering Australia’s history.
Complaints were made about the quality of horses

provided to the Swan Hill station, like today transport

was of vital importance to the officers.
Occasionally officers would be required to travel

throughout the state on their horse in rugged conditions
and climates.

Swan Hill’s police station was located on the south-
east corner of McCallum and Curlewis Streets and the
Police Sergeant’s house was on the north-east corner.

During the First World War, and after much lobby-
ing, Victoria followed the lead of other states and
employed women as police officers, but only a few.

During World War II  an auxiliary women’s force
commenced but the number of regular women police
officers numbered 18 by 1949. This was a period of
substantial change to officer’s employment conditions.

About this time a police ‘union’ commenced and
they were granted one Sunday a month rest! It wasn’t
until the 1940s they received the benefits of a 40 hour
week.

Another monumental occasion in the policing of
Victoria was the 1923 strike. While the strike action
turned to chaos in Melbourne, it appears there wasn’t
too much trouble in Swan Hill. Servicemen from World
War I were quickly enrolled to perform police duties
with some men from Lake Boga travelling to
Melbourne to enlist in an auxiliary force.

Shortly after this time, many changes occurred in
Conditions for police officers.

Swan Hill police have had some fatalities over the
years which tend to come with the occupation. Bob
Lane and Joe Delaney lost their lives in shooting acci-
dents.

As we explore the history of the station there are
sure to be more incidents but two that are known of are
Constable Roy Currie, who in 1926 was involved in a
fatal car accident while participating in a car chase in
Melbourne.

There was also Constable Henry Lamb who died
while washing his police horse in the river in the
1850s. While he may not have been on duty, it was
essentially police work he was conducting.

Reference: The People’s Force, R. Haldane,
Swan Hill by A. Feldtman, Police Historical
Records.

Photograph courtesy of Traces of the Past by
Graham Gardener.

Swan Hill Police Sergeant’s House on the Hill.
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Merbein Centenary heralded
as a huge success

by Raylee Schultz
The Merbein Centenary was held 14th – 22nd

August 2009 and what a wonderful time it was.
There was an extensive Program of events covering

the 10 days, a program so full that people were com-
plaining that they didn’t have enough time in their day
to see and do everything. The Centenary started on
Friday 14th with a Meet and Greet at the Merbein
Hotel. The building hasn’t changed a lot and is still a
majestic Merbein icon.

I also have great memories of the beautiful old pub
as that is where I prepared for my wedding to Kevin
John Schultz 5th November 1960. We had the wedding
photos taken there and my dear father Marn Dorman
took me to the Church from there.  

Saturday 15th at 10am was the Official opening of
the Centenary and this was recognised by the cutting of
the Centenary cake and the Presentation of Land
Allotment Certificates to the descendants of the
Pioneers who were allotted land in the 1st and 2nd
Allocations in 1909. 

The Hassa Mann Luncheon was also held on
Saturday 15th, this was a very successful function with
Hassa himself being guest speaker. Hassa was a
“Merbein Boy” who played all his junior football in
Merbein before being signed with Melbourne in the
VFL in 1959. Hassa played for Melbourne between
1959-1968 playing 178 games and winning many
awards. He was a brilliant young footballer who
strolled into the all-conquering Melbourne side after a
handful of reserves games and never looked back. He
won Melbourne’s best and fairest 3 times, captained
the team 1965-1968, also twice topped the goal kick-
ing, played for Victoria eight times and was an all
Australian player. In his first year at Melbourne Hassa
won the best first year player award, I mention this as
this award was named after another famous Merbein
VFL footballer, Harold Ball.  Harold was an outstand-
ing ruckman who played for Melbourne 1939-1940 but
was tragically killed in WW2 serving his country.
Other former Merbein/VFL footballers who attended
the luncheon included Len Mann Melbourne, Brian
Dorman Collingwood, Ian Hinks Hawthorn, Herb
Henderson Footscray. Apologies were received from
Matthew Knights Richmond/Essendon, Adam Goodes
Sydney, Keith Smythe Richmond/ St Kilda.

The Centenary “Settlers Picnic” was held Sunday
16th and this was a wonderful opportunity for people to
hold Family Reunions. It was great to see so many
families gathered together around their picnic tables
talking about the “old times”. Looking through family
albums and more importantly taking more photos. Old
fashioned games and foot races were the highlight of

the Picnic and the children had great fun enjoying the
challenge of the egg and spoon races etc. The sheaf
tossing was also an interesting event to watch especial-
ly as it was a very windy day and not easy to throw the
sheaf across the high beams. The very first “Settlers
Picnic” was held in 1911 and back then it was an
opportunity for the new Settlers to get together.

Other events on the Centenary program included
Lindsay Cuppers “Collage of Birds” film night. Again
this was so popular it had to be rerun again and again
at different venues.  Historical Walks were held to see
the Blandowski Camp Site (Blandowski was a
Victorian Government Zoologist who camped below
the cliffs at Merbein for 7 months in 1857 while he
compiled a list of birds, mammals and other species).
There were Winery Tours, Vineyards Tours, and a
Blacksmiths tools display. A Paddleboat flotilla on the
mighty Murray River was enjoyed and a Bush Dance
was held.

The highlight of the Centenary would have had to
be the spectacular Centenary Street Parade held on
Friday 21st. There were 240 entries in the parade which
depicted “Merbein Past & Present”.  It was entertain-
ing, educational and recalled the rich history of the dis-
trict, including changes to the viticultural production
and handling over the years. It also covered the cultur-
al history, settlers and even the sporting heroes. 

It is very hard for me to cover all of the Merbein
Centenary Program of events in this article as it was a
“jam packed” 10 days which culminated with a won-
derful Inter-Denominational Church Service held at the
Kenny Park Band Rotunda. This was a beautiful his-
toric setting that was a fitting place to give thanks:
especially to our forebears whose vision and hard work
had seen Merbein reach the 100 year milestone.  The
Church Service was then followed by a Tree Planting
and farewell Luncheon.

Two publications were launched
during the Centenary and are available
for sale. “Merbein 100 years in
Pictures” compiled by Bronwyn Zrna
and Bernadette Wells and “Grave
Matters the Merbein Monumental
Cemetery 1914-1969.”

Merbein Historical Society
P.O. Box 679 Merbein 3505

(03) 5025 2288



A close-
up view of the

Merbein Centenary
birthday cake.
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Left: Malcolm and John Williams with their land
allocation certificate.

Above: Merbein Historical Society members Irene
Douglas and Shirley Silvia.

Below: The famous Carlton Brewery Clydesdales
and brewery wagon during the Merbein Centennial
Parade.



Young and old alike enjoying the
Merbein Centenary Parade
down Commercial Street.
Float below belongs to the
Merbein Historical Society.
A great effort by all.
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Keens Chem-Mart Pharmacy float
and the

Merbein Guides enjoying the parade.
Note: Barb Cornell of the

Mildura Genealogical Society
third from the right.
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