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This photograph was submitted by member
Betty Smith of Mildura marked across the football
M.H.S. (Mildura High School or possibly Merbein
High School) and dated 1926.
We would be interested in putting names to the
faces of these players.
Editor can be contacted on
robinparker81@hotmail.com
or drop names into the society rooms.

Result to March Newsletter Puzzle
Elizabeth Hayden was married to John Stewart

Society has a new Secretary

New member Naomi Burke has agreed to
become the new Secretary of the Mildura & District
Genealogical Society. Welcome Naomi.
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London Research

with Eleanor Pugsley of the Genealogical Society of Victoria Inc.
rather than in the workhouse infirmary. The registers
recorded information about the births and baptisms that
occurred at these institutions.
Poor law generally refers to poor individuals such
as the elderly, orphaned, unemployed or sick and
afflicted. These individuals were eligible to receive
help such as monetary relief and other daily necessities
such as food, clothing, and work. Children could be
appointed to apprenticeships or placed into schools and
other institutions. Poor law records include registers of
creed, school, apprentices, servants, children, and
inmates, among others. There are even records of the
families of aliens interned in World War I. There is not
a comprehensive name index for these records and
hence you will need to search by place.
Baptisms, Marriages and Burials, 1538-1812
This data collection contains images only, of baptism and burial records 1538-1812 and marriages
1538-1753 for more than 10,000 Church of England
registers from the Greater London area. Names in these
records have not yet been indexed. To search these
records use the card catalogue keyword search using
“London” and the category Births, Deaths and
Marriages.
To use these records effectively, it is essential to
know the borough covering the parish or parishes in
which you are searching. There is an excellent listing
of places and parishes in London boroughs on the website of the London Metropolitan Archives. To use the
Library catalogue for a direct link to the site, type
“London boroughs” in th topic box and “Internet” in
the call number or format box.
Marriages Licences, 1521-1869
Ancestry also has an index and images of London
Marriage Licences 1521-1869 edited by John Foster.
Specifically the records come from t he following
offices and cover the following years.
Bishop of London’s Office (1521-1828).
Dean and Chapter of Westminster’s Office (15991699).
Faculty Office of the Archbishop of Canterbury
(1543-1869).
Vicar General’s Office of t he Archbishop of
Canterbury (1660-1679).
London school admissions records to 1911 will be
added in the near future

London Records
The many family historians researching ancestors
in London have greeted with great joy the release on
Ancestry.co.uk of indexed baptisms, marriages and
burials from Church of England parish registers and
Board of Guardian Poor Law records in the greater
London area held at London Metropolitan Archives
and Guildhall Library Manuscripts, London. To locate
these records on Ancestry, click on the drop down
heading Search — card catalogue — put “London” in
the keyword search.
Births and Baptisms, 1813-1906
The Board of Guardian records cover the years
1834-1906 while the parish registers cover the years
1813-1906. In addition to birth and baptismal records,
churching records have also been included in this data
collection. Churching is a rite or ceremony in which a
woman recovering from childbirth is brought to the
church to receive blessings and prayers. This ceremony was not always formally recorded, but when it was,
it was often recorded on baptismal registers.
Marriages and Banns, 1754-1921
The marriage ceremony usually took place in the
bride’s parish. From 1754, marriage was either by
banns or by license — except for Jews and Quakers. If
married by banns, the couple was required to announce
or publish their intention to marry for three consecutive
Sundays. If no one objected to the intended marriage,
then the couple was allowed to marry. Just because
banns were published does not guarantee the marriage
actually took place. Couples usually married by license
if they did not want to wait the required three weeks for
the publication of banns, or if the bride and groom
lived in different dioceses. Marriage by license was
also common with the upper classes.
Deaths and Burials, 1813-1980
Parish registers are covering a span of years 18131980 and the Board of Guardian records cover the
years 1834-1906.
You will need to refer to the National Index of
Parish Registers, Volume 9, Part 5 for a listing of
London and Middlesex parishes and Volume 4, Part 1
(Surrey) for Southwark, Lambeth etc. which is held on
our reference shelf. Note that London and Middlesex
are in two alphabetical sequences.
Poor Law Records
In 1834 the Poor Law Amendment Act was enacted. This law formed parishes into groups called
Unions. Each Union elected a Board of Guardians,
which was then responsible for the care of the poor,
rather than the individual parishes.
Poor law workhouses and infirmaries kept lots of
records, among them registers of births and baptisms.
In many London and Middlesex poor law unions or
parishes the maternity ward was in the workhouse

Having problems with
family research
Contact Thelma & June at
milduragenealogy@gmail.com
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Believe it or not —

Sinking of the Titan
Even though this book is fictional, the events in the
story parellel the events of Titanic. Both ships were
built to be unsinkable. Both ships sank after striking an
iceberg. Both ships were on their maiden voyage. The
most well heeled and famous people were on the Titan
and Titanic. Only one third of the passengers on each
ship survived. Both ships had an inadequate number of
lifeboats. Both ships were encouraged to break speed
records during their voyage.
Robertson’s book, The Wreck of the Titan was
never published. Each time it was rejected by editor’s,
they told him the same thing. The story was unbelievable. Surely the events he wrote of could not possibly
ha-ppen to an unsinkable ship.
The book, The Wreck of the Titan was written in
1898, fourteen years before Titanic hit an iceberg and
settled on the bottom of the North Atlantic.

On April 14, 1912, the huge “unsinkable” liner
Titanic was steaming across the Atlantic towards
New York. This was Titanic’s maiden voyage, and
her captain was encouraged to break the record for
speed while making the voyage.
As most people know, after striking an iceberg, the
unsinkable liner went down in a matter of hours. Out of
the 2201 passengers, only 711 were saved.
Since then, there have been many books and
movies about Titanic .
There was one fictional story written by a merchant
seaman by the name of Morgan Robertson.
Robertson’s book was about an unsinkable passenger
liner that sank on its maiden voyage carrying the elite
people of the time. The ship in Robertson’s book was
called the Titan and the book was titled Wreck of the
Titan.
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Accessing 19th Century
Victorian Police Records
Written by Gary Presland of the Victorian Police Archives

ject, he broadcast his
message far and wide.
Soon he was attracting
media interest, which
focussed public attention
on the subject. An off the
cuff comment to the
media that he was “taking
the files home at weekTed Collins
ends” to accomplish this
self
appointed
task
achieved immediate results. Chris Hurley, the Keeper
of Public records, immediately wrote to the Chief
Commissioner to complain.
Although sympathetic to Ted’s aims, Chris suspended access to the files until he received reassurance
that Ted’s unorthodox methods had ceased. Luckily a
compromise solution was soon arrived at, when members of the Geelong Family History Group volunteered
at assist Ted to complete this task. Two of those volunteers were Shirley Costello and Elaine Kranjc, and this
is their story:
“After hearing Ted Collins speak at a meeting of the
Geelong Family History Group, a number of ladies
volunteered to travel to Melbourne, to the Old Police
Garage in Russell Street, to assist in recording the contents of the boxes. Those boxes held records from
Police Stations from all over Victoria, and dated from
the early 1850s. They held information relating to petitions, industrial school admittances, missing persons,
inquests, Police members, maps, paupers, petty crime,
criminals and much more. They are a “Treasure Trove”
for Police, Local and Family Historians.
By writing a precis of each box’s contents and
recording the details from each unit, we were able to
assist other researchers by noting names, places and the

19th Century Victoria Police records provide a
wealth of material for re-searchers, and are frequently accessed by genealogists, local historians
and those undertaking social studies and criminological research.
The records are held at two main locations, the
Public Records Office of Victoria (PROV), and the
Victorian Police Museum. The holdings at both depositories date back to the Force’s establishment in 1853.
Broadly speaking police personnel and station records
can be found in the Police Museum, whilst a wide
range of police correspondence files are held at the
PROV.
Included amongst the records held at the PROV is
what many researchers refer to simply as the “937
series”. More correctly they are described as VPRS
937. Inwards Registered Correspondence to the Chief
Commissioners Office, 1853-1892. This record series
comprises in excess of 600 archival boxes, grouped in
he order of the police administrative districts of the
time. Files contained within those district groupings
run in chronological order. They contain a wonderfully
rich resource.
However, if not for the work of former public servant, the late “Ted” Collins, and a dedicated group of
volunteers, the treasures that they contain would be virtually inaccessible. This is because originally there was
no series index.
Ted, who worked at the registry section at Police
Headquart-ers in the 1980s, was intimately acquainted
with these records. Realising their value, he began creating a listing of their contents in his own time, so that
researchers could gain access to them.
A former soldier with a very practical, down to
earth approach, he was passionate about this work. At
a time when most people were indifferent to the sub-

Society Items for Sale

Sunraysia Daily Indexes
Merbein Cemetery Index
Red Cliffs Cemetery Index
Mildura Cemetery book coming soon
Mildura Law Courts Index 1889-1910
Society Coffee Mugs
Wall Charts — Seven Generations

$20.00
$25.00
$25.00
P.O.A.
$10.00
$10.00
$1.50

*Disclaimer: The Editor does not accept any responsibility for the opinions or the accuracy in the information contained in this newsletter.
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like on the precis sheets, which were then kept at the
Public Records Office in a folder. This enabled
researchers to choose which box they needed to order
for their particular interest. After a few months the
number of Geelong volunteers dwindled down to
Elaine and Shirley, who did not have any connections
to the Police but enjoyed researching and recording
details.
We used to travel to Melbourne on a Friday at our
own expense. We started on May 10, 1986 and had our
final visit in early 1993. Ted Collins was in charge of
the Museum which was in rooms at the side of the
Police Garage. Police members who were on light
duties were the staff. We could here the “Ned Kelly”
recording from the Old Melbourne Gaol next door.
In winter it used to be very cold and we would be
sitting on high stools, wrapped in our coats, gloves,
scarves etc. On hot days we wore our summer clothes
and still roasted. We enjoyed the way Ted used to
bounce in after he had collected some memorabilia
from some of the retired members. He was so enthusiastic. I remember once that he collected a truck load
from one such member, and this had a Police Medical
Box still complete with instruments, chemicals etc.
Sadly Ted died the next week. Elaine and I attended his funeral. Gary Presland was next in charge. We
still research the 937 boxes. Every time we arrived
there would be new ones waiting for us. In 1989 we
attended a Christmas lunch held for the volunteers and
staff.
On February 19 the Police Museum opened in the
basement of the Russell Street Complex. The entrance
was in La Trobe Street. The working conditions were a
vast improvement and the holdings could be displayed

to the public. The behind the scenes organisation and
work by Gary and his staff and the volunteers was
appreciated.
We also assisted in indexing the valuable Watch
House Registers. Kay Gibson was the main volunteer
for this task and the completed index was named after
her. As I was the editor of the Geelong Family History
Group Journal “The Pivot Tree” I was able to use snippets from the Victorian Police Gazette and other
records to publicise the Police Museum holdings.
We enjoyed our “job” but after we both lost our
husbands in 1992, we found we had other commitments and couldn’t continue with the travelling, so in
1993 we resigned.
Ted’s list remains as his enduring memorial, and it
is as useful today as when he first produced it. He never
sought thanks for this work, for him the reward was in
knowing that he was helping others to access his
beloved files. Those of us who knew him still remember him with great affection.
Special thanks to Shirley Costello and Elaine
Kranjc of the Geelong Family History Group for
their help with this article. Editor.
Elaine Kranjc and Shirley Costella

German birthplace
discovered

by Robin Parker
After years of research looking for the place of
birth of my great grandfather Heinrich Nicolaus
Schlichting, I have finally found the place of birth.
From shipping, marriage and death certificates
location was always Province of Hannover, Germany.
On receiving Heinrich’s N.Z. Certificate of
Naturalisation, dated June 26, 1884, place of birth
was given as Winsen on the Lou in 1835, (Winsen an
der Luhe, Province of Hannover), a city 20km south
east of Hamburg on the Luhe River. The Luhe runs
into the Elbe River.
Now to hopefully be able to find German records
to continue back on this line if records still exist
which is doubtful as Hamburg was obliterated during
World War II.
from his brother Wilhelm’s marriage in Victoria in
1873 parents were Henrick Schlichting and Sophia
Hinkelder.
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Speakers for the following
monthly meetings
At our Annual General Meeting in next
month our guest speaker will be Ross Lake
talking on the Boxer Rebellion.
For the August monthly meeting Helen
Stagg, our Minutes Secretary will be talking
on the men and women who built the lock
system along the Murray River in the 1920s.
(See story on the back of this edition.)
At our September monthly meeting our
Librarian, Lyn Grant will give a talk on the
convicts to Australia.

Notice to Ancestry.com users

Computers 5 and 6 are used
for Society’s Ancestry.com
membership and computers
2, 3 and 4 for members with
own Ancestry.com
membership
MILDURA & DISTRICT
GENEALOGICAL
SOCIETY INC.

Est. 1978
A002329IP ABN 72350294217

CARNEGIE CENTRE

74 Deakin Ave.
P.O. Box 2895
MILDURA
3202, Vic.
Email: milduragenealogy@gmail.com

ANNUAL GENERAL MEETING
July 5, 2010
Nomination Form for Executive/Committee Positions
I,..................................................................................being a financial member of the
M&DGS Inc. do hereby nominate member...................................................................
for the position of:
President

Vice-President

Secretary

Minutes Secretary

Treasurer

Projects’ Officer

Projects’ Assistant

Newsletter Editor

Assist. Editor

Librarian

Research Officer

Assist. Research Officer

Publicity Officer Catering Officer

Carnegie Centre Board Representatives

Webmaster

Incorporation Officer

Newsletter Reviewer

Nominator.................................................
Seconder....................................................
Nominee....................................................
Please return the completed form to the secretary prior to the meeting on July 5, 2010
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Society members visit new
Mildura Court House
next door is used to transfer prisoners from the cells
directly to the court rooms, thus preventing unnecessary problems with the public.
Also below the court is the file storage vault used to
store files etc. and kept at a constant temperature.

Prior to the March meeting of the Genealogy
group, members present went on a tour of the
Mildura Court House.
The court house completed in 2004 is a $16.7 million state of the art facility with information technology services across the four courts rooms which
includes video links to remote witnesses worldwide,
which hear matters from a range of jurisdictions
including: Supreme, County, Magistrate’s, Children’s
and Koori courts as well as the Victorian Civil and
Administrative Tribunal. (VCAT).
The Koori court acts the same way as the other
courts, but present are the elders of the tribe and the
defendant has to plead guilty, but the fines are exactly
the same as it the other courts.
The court house also houses the Sherriff’s Office
and Community Correctional Services.
An underground tunnel from the new police station

Missionaries visit

Attention
ALL Members

At the May meeting of the Mildura & District
Genealogical Society, members present heard
about the life of Elder Roy and Sister Lorna
Hintze who are spending 18 months in Mildura as
missionaries with the Latter Day Saints.
Roy and Lorna’s home is in Salt Lake City Utah
and spoke freely on their family and their work as
missionaries with their church.
This is their third ministry and first overseas and
by all accounts are having a great time. they were a
pleasure to listen to

Any member wishing to volunteer for the
Duty Roster.
New volunteers always welcome.
Enjoy a day out meeting existing members
and visitors.
Please contact Kaylene Charles on

(03) 5021 4763
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The Tayleur Disaster 1854

all of the next day the ship struggled with an adverse
wind.
By the time the more intelligent of the passengers
became alarmed on account of the evident incompetence of the crew to manage the vessel.
A number of the crew were Chinese and Lascars,
who hardly knew the English language, and were consequently unable to understand the orders given by the
captain.
Throughout the whole of Friday the weather was
thick and hazy also, so that no observations could be
taken.
Early on Saturday norming the ship was under full
sail, for which the captain was blamed by some of the
passengers, who remarked that the crew could not take
in so much sail on an emergency.
As the day wore on the weather became boisterous,
and about ten a.m. land was in sight.
In order to avoid any possible danger the ship’s
course was altered about half past eleven, and she was
hauled up to points to windward.
It was whilst on this course, and about half an hour
later, that the man in the bow on the lookout on cried
out, breakers on the starboard, the sheets of head sail
let go and every means was taken to bring the ship
round on a course free from the threatening danger.
It was then impossible to see a cable’s length from
the vessel, and in about twenty minutes more she
struck with great violence on the reef of rocks running
out from a creek right to the eastward bluff of Lambay
Island, just off the Irish coast at Malahide.
The shock was tremendous, shaking the vessel
from bow to stern.She rose on the next wave and drove
in rather broadside on; and when she struck again still
heaving, the sea made a clean breach over her midships, setting everything on deck afloat. After tow or
three more shocks, the ship began to sink by the stern,
and a scene of confusion and dismay that ensued baffles all description; the passengers rushing up the
hatchway husbands carrying their children, And
women lying prostrate on the deck with their infants,
screaming and imploring help.
The ship’s quarter drifted on towards one side of
the creek; and one of the assistants (a black man,) two
Lascars and three seamen contrived to jump across on
shore, and thus saved their lives.

The Tayleur was a full rigged iron ship built at
Bank Quay, Warrington, Cheshire, England in
1853.
She was 1,750 tons, 230 feet in length and 40 feet
in breadth, with a cargo hold 28 feet in depth.
Reportedly she was the largest merchant vessel that
had been built in England at that time. Built for the
White Star Line, like that of her famous successor
Titanic, she was lost on her maiden voyage with great
loss of life.
The Tayleur had to be towed very carefully down
the Mersey, particular care being needed to get her past
the sandbanks at Fidler’s Ferry. She was destined for
the trade to Australia, and her owners boasted that she
had been built expressly for speed, and would prove to
be faster than any of her prospective rivals.
The Tayleur left Liverpool on January 26, 1854
bound for Melbourne with 581 passengers and 71 crew.
Her compasses were faulty, her steering defective and
the vessel undermanned, her inadequate crew inexperienced.
Encountering fog of the Irish coast, the vessel was
stranded on Lambay Island and 380 passengers were
drowned The following newspaper articles reveal the
story.
From “The Illustrated London News,’ January 2,
1854.
The Tayleur was designed espressly for the
Australian passenger trade, to form one of Messrs.
Pilkinton and Wilson’s celebrated White Star Line.
She was 2500 tons new measurement, and was
capable of carrying 4000 tons of cargo.
No expense had been spared in her construction and
fitting up, and the general opinion was that she would
prove a fast and safe sailer.
Had justice been done to such a fine vessel, these
expectations would probably have been realised but, if
the prevailing statements are correct, the ship was
undermanned when she left Liverpool and to that fatal
error the sad catastrophe we have this week to relate,
must have been attributed.
The Tayleur sailed from Liverpool for Melbourne,
at five minutes to twelve, on Thursday, January 26 with
652 persons on board, including the crew, and about
8pm was off Holyhead.
After nightfall it began to blow strongly and during

Sunraysia Daily Index’s for sale

Vol. 1
Vol. 2
Vol. 3
Vol. 4
Vol. 5
Vol. 6
Vol. 7
Vol. 8
Vol. 9
Vol. 10
Vol. 11
Vol. 12
Vol. 13
Vol. 14
Vol. 15

1920-1929 by M.D.G.S.
1930-1939 by M.D.G.S.
1940-1944 by M.D.G.S.
1945-1949 by M.D.G.S.
1950-1954 by M.D.G.S.
1955-1959 by M.D.G.S.
1960-1964 by M.D.G.S.
1965-1969 by M.D.G.S.
1970-1973 by M.D.G.S.
1974-1977 by M.D.G.S.
1978-1981 by M.D.G.S.
1982-1985 by M.D.G.S.
1986-1989 by M.D.G.S.
1990-1994 by M.D.G.S.
1995-1999 by M.D.G.S.
Walking History by M.D.G.S.

Have you a genealogical
find or history that you
would like to share. . .

$20.00
$20.00
$20.00
$20.00
$20.00
$20.00
$20.00
$20.00
$20.00
$20.00
$20.00
$20.00
$20.00
$20.00
$20.00
$2.00

Contact the editor at the
Society Rooms
or by email:
milduragenealogy@gmail.com
or
robinparker81@hotmail.com
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A rope and spar were afterwards got across on
shore, and by this means a number of lives were rescued, chiefly through the activity and devoted gallantry
of two or three young male passengers, whose exertions in saving the lives of their fellow sufferers
deserve the highest praise.
Those who attempted to escape by the bow of the
vessel, all or nearly met a miserable fate; the moment
they fell in the water, the waves caught them and
dashed them violently against the rocks; and the survivors on the shore could perceive the unfortunate
creatures, with their heads bruise and cut open, struggling amidst the waves, and one by one sinking under
them. A first cabin passenger , who managed to get on
shore, gives the following account of the sad scenes
which followed.
Amongst some of the earliest of the females who
attempted to get on shore were some young Irish
women. Most of whom lost their hold of the rope, and
fell into the sea.
The doctor of the ship, a most noble fellow, struggled hard to save his wife and child, he has succeeded
in getting about half-way to the shore on the rope holding his child by its clothes in his teeth, but just then the
ship lurched outwards, by which the rope was dragged
from the hands of those who held it on the lower rocks,
and was held only by those above, thus running him
high in the air, so that the brave fellow, with his child,
was buried in the waves; but in a short time he again
appeared about the water, manfully battling with the
waves and the portions of the wreck that now floated
about him. He at length swam to a ladder hanging by a
rope alongside the ship, and upon it. After he had been
there a minute or two, his child floated close to him; he
immediately took hold of her, and dragged her onto the
ladder, tenderly parting her hair from her face, and
appeared to be encouraging her; but in another minute
she was washed from his hold, and sank almost immediately.
He then got up again into the ship and tried to get
his wife ashore, but they both perished. He deserved a
better fate.The scene was now most truly awful. The
most desperate struggles for life were made by the
wretched passengers, great numbers of women jumped
overboard, in the vain hope of reaching land; and t he
ropes were crowded by hundreds who, in their eagerness, terror and confusion, frustrated each others
efforts for self preservation.
Many of the females would get half way, and then
become unable to proceed further; and, after clinging
to the rope for a short time, would be forced from their
hold by those who came after them.Three women only,
out of 200, were saved. One of those had got part of the
way across when her legs fell, and she hung for some
time by her 2 hands over the foaming waves; her husband then come on the rope, and managed to assist her
to the shore.
Two men came on shore with children tied to their
backs but of the whole who fell into the water not
above five were saved. I saw one fine girl, who after
falling from th e rope managed to get hope of another
one, which was hanging from the side of the ship, and
which she held on to for more than a quarter of an hour,
the sea every moment dashing her against the side of
the ship; but it was impossible for us to lend her any
assistance.
Someone got a spar out, by which several got on
shore; but it soon broke; and now might be seen hundreds hanging onto the bulwarks of the ship, each
struggling to get on shore.
I saw one young woman hanging on the middle of
the rope for some time by her two hands, but those
pushing to get on shore sent her to her doom.

The ships stern now began to sink; the ship made a
lurch and all the ropes were snapped as under. The
scone now was most harrowing. Every wave washed
off scores at a time.
We could see them struggle for a moment, then
tossing their arms, sink to rise no more. At length the
whole of the ship sank under the water. There was a
fearful struggle for a moment, and all except two who
were in the rigging were gone.
The coast guard, who had been appraised of the
wreck, now come up; but all they could do was to
attempt to save the two who were in the rigging.
They managed to get a line to one of them, by fastening two line, at the end of which was a piece of
wood, to a single line, and guiding it from the rock to
the spot where the poor fellow was, so that he could
reach it, then they dragged him ashore.
There was one fine young man left on the top, but
they could not reach him, and when he saw them going
away his cries were heartrending.
About two o’clock the next morning the coast
guard managed to reach him, after he had been in the
top fourteen hours; you may fancy the poor fellow’s
joy at his deliverance.
We found we were on Lambay Island, three miles
from Rush and about thirteen miles from Dublin.
Out of the entire number of persons onboard, only
282 individuals were saved, so that 370 lives must have
been lost altogether. News of the wreck having reached
Dublin, the steam-packet Prince was sent to Lambay
Island on Sunday afternoon; and next morning the
whole of the passengers and crew who had been rescued were taken to Dublin where comfortable accommodation was provided for them.
Later accounts state that nearly 50 bodies have been
found, and that an inquest is to be held. The Liverpool
Mercury adds the following statement.
We learn that a letter has been received from
Captain Noble, but is conveys nothing like an accurate
account of the disaster.
It appears that he had two sails blown away in the
gale on Friday and Saturday morning. His rudder, a
patent one, is complained of as difficult to work and his
compasses were wrong. This is the sum of the statement.
From “The Illustrated London News” Friday
February 4, 1854.
An inquiry into the causes of the wreck of the
Tayleur commences yesterday week, January 27, at
Malahide before the Dublin County coroner. From the
evidence, it appears that the entire crew— including
Captain, stewards, cooks, clerks and apprentices—consisting 71 persons. Of these, however only 26 were
able seamen. Of the former, 12 were foreigners; all of
whom, except two Chinese sailors could speak
English.
The complement of seamen required by the
Emigration Commissioners is three men to each 100
tonnes register. The tonnage of the Tayleur was 1077;
so that according to this calculation, the number of men
ought to have been 60.
Government ships have generally four men to every
100 tonnes, even when carrying ships stores. The captain stated that he had engaged the crew himself about
a week before the vessel sailed. The whole of the crew,
with the exception of the mate, were strangers to him.
He had not experienced any obstruction from the want
of Inefficiency of hands.
The inquiry into the loss of the Tayleur was blamed
on the compasses reaction to the ships iron hull and
Captain Noble was exonerated and his certificate
renewed.
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Robswall Castle
connection in Ireland
Malahide, as cabin passengers. The 874 ton Statesman
arrived Melbourne on March 18, 1850. By May, 1851
Neal Maguire was a Constable with the fledgling
Police Department at Geelong.
When daugher Alicia was born in Geelong in 1850,
sponsors for the christening on July 14 at St. Mary of
the Angels Catholic Church, Geelong was John
Trumerland and Sophia Beggs, so appears the Beggs
and Maguire family kept in touch after arrival.
By 1854 Neil and Anne Maguire were living at
Ballarat, working as a Storekeeper at Eureka Hill, by
1856 the Port Phillip Directory lists Maguire General
Store, Specimen Hill and Eureka Road, Ballarat
Alice and Elenor, sisters of Anne Fitzgerald also
came to Australia in the early 1850s.
An article appeared in the March ‘09 issue of the
Grapeline on Alice Ryan daughter of Senior Constable
Edwin Ryan and Alice Fitzgerald who drowned at
Swan Hill in 1894.

While on roster duty recently, a prospective new
member came in looking for information on Irish
research, while we were talking the name Malahide
Castle in County Dublin came up, which was one of
the family homes of the Talbot family and the
prospective new member Diana Davidson of
Mildura is also a decendent.
The Editor’s great great great grandfather Neal
Fitzgerald worked for the Talbot’s as a Gamekeeper,
this was between 1809 and the early 1830s. By 1833
Neal Fitzgerald was a farmer who leased a home and
office and eighteen acres of land and his son Neal
leased a home and 19 acres of land, the landlord in both
cases was a Francis Beggs.
Anne Maguire daughter of Neal Fitzgerald and
Margaret Campbell came to Australia in 1849 with
husband Neil Maguire, a Dublin policeman, they sailed
steerage aboard the Statesman in November 1849, travelling on the same vessel were the Beggs family of

The Talbot’s of
Malahide Castle. County Dublin

The Talbots came from France to England and
then to Ireland to make Malahide their home for
800 years.
Their French ancestors were Barons of Cleuville in
Normandy. Their name was Tailbois or Talebot. In
1066 Hugh and Richard Talebot were with William the
Conqueror on his invasion of England. They received
land in Herefordshire and afterwards spread to other
parts of England and Wales. They retained their connections with France, however, and Richard’s son was
Governor of Plessy in 1118. When his wife died, he
became a monk at Beaubec there, thus foreshadowing
in a small way the greater connections of his descendents with the Church afterwards, when several of this
family were Bishops in Ireland.
Malahide had been a Viking settlement before the
arrival of the Normans and the last Norse King of
Dublin was forced to retreat to the Grange when the
Normans arrived. Aerial photographs show dearly the
crop marks west of Bloomfield, where the King,
Hamund MacTurkill spent his last days at his ring forts.
In 1184, Richard Talbot was granted the Lordship
of Malahide from Henry II (1154~1189), while the rest
of Leinster was granted to Strongbow.
Chevalier Talbot received his lands by rendering to

Photo by Philip Gerkin
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the King “one archer with a horse and coat-of-mail forever”. Richard died in 1193 and was succeeded by his
son Reginald who was a minor at the time of his
father’s death. At this very early stage of the family
dynasty, the Talbots came close to losing their estates.
Being a minor, the wardship of the property became
vested in the Crown. However, Henry de Fondres,

Archbishop of Dublin, acting as Justiciary, appointed a
clerk to the benefice in right of the King, as set forth in
an ancient Inquisition. The Crown now took proceedings to protect the family estates against the encroachments of the Archbishop of Dublin, and when Reginald
died without heir, he was succeeded by his younger
brother and heir, Adam. This, indeed, was only the
beginning of many a dispute between Church and
Crown which haunted the Talbot family over the centuries.
Next in line, in Malahide, was Richard Fitz Adam
Talbot and his land was settled on him by Edward I in
1286 and when he died, his son, Sir Milo Talbot took
over. He was succeeded by another Sir Richard, who
was the associate in arms of Sir John Bermingham. He
married Margaret de Ashbourne. He was sixth of the
thirty Talbots to control the Malahide estates during
their 800 year tenure, and, already, the family name,
Richard, is beginning to predominate.
The Talbots are always reputed to have been a highly diplomatic family and steered a very safe course
between the obstacles of Church and Crown domination. In 1259, they founded a monastery of the Holy
Trinity at Templeogue and Richard was Archbishop of
Dublin in 1262.
Sir Thomas Talbot born in 1328 later married
Agnes Kenewrich and he was succeeded by his son Sir
Richard Talbot who became Sheriff of County Dublin.
By now, the family had established themselves in about
half the counties of Leinster, were members of
Parliament, County Sheriffs and were entrusted with
the defence of many English Garrison Towns, such as
Kilkenny, Arklow, Newcastle etc. They weren’t always
successful, as Richard, along with 200 other nobles
were slain by the people of Louth in 1329.
The Talbots had by now acquired their coat of arms.
This custom had its origins in the Crusades. Knights,
whether in battle or jousting, were clad from head to
foot in armour, and, so some means of identification of
fighting men became necessary. So it was, that brightly coloured patterns and emblems began to make their
appearance on shields and great coats -hence, the term
“coat-of-arms” and horsetrappings. The two outstanding features of the Talbot crest are the lion and the
hound. The lion motif, shows the family’s Welsh connections and the Earl of Shrewsbury was referred to as
“Talbott our Goode Dogge”. The poet Chaucer called
his dog Talbot. The family motto is Forte-et-Fidele Brave and Faithful - which would appear to refer to the
lion and hound respectively.
During the 14th century, the family kept up their
associations with their ancient holdings in England and
France and took part in the English and French wars up
to the time of the expulsion of the English from France.
One great member of the family was Sir John Talbot,
known as Lord Furnival who defended the English pale
for six years, with little resources against the O’Byrnes,
the O’Tooles and the O’Nolans. It was said that he
struck terror into the Irish Chiefs largely by his personal presence. His mode of government was praised to
the King. When recalled, he went with the English

army to France about 1420 and fought with distinction
there under two kings and rose to command the whole
English army. An interesting fact is that he was defeated at the Battle of Patay by Joan of Arc, the Maid of
Orleans. He was captured and imprisoned by the
French ‘till 1433. Released after the martyrdom of the
French girl, he again took up his military duties and
was made a Marshal of France in 1441. He became
Earl of Shrewsbury, Wexford and Waterford and was
literally loaded with titles. He became Lord Lieutenant
of Ireland. But enough wasn’t enough for Lord
Fumival. In 1452, he again returned to France, but his
star had set. He was defeated and slain at Chastilion.
His body was brought home and buried at
Whitechurch. His son was killed with him. He was
referred to, by historians, as the ‘Terror of the French’.
His brother Richard Talbot was Archbishop of Dublin
in 1443. Books have been written about Talbots
exploits and his name became a household word, in
England, France and Ireland. It is said that French
women, to frighten their children, would tell them that
“the Talbot cometh”. Talbot’s death ended English
hopes of dominion in France. One hundred and fifty
years after his death, Shakespeare, introduced Talbot
into his play, Henry VI, which must ensure him immortality, to some extent.
To return to more mundane topics, the next
Malahide Talbot was a Thomas Talbot, who, again was
a minor, on his fathers death. He was succeeded by
Christopher Talbot who died in minority, and the
Lordship developed on his great-uncle, Lord Thomas
Talbot, who was next succeeded by Richard, forever
associated with Maud Plunkett, the “Maid, wife and
widow” on the same day.
By now, the family was becoming closely associated with the Irish, through marriage, and, on occasions,
“becoming more Irish than the Irish themselves”.
Maud Plunkett, whose tomb stands in the ruins of
Malahide Abbey is well remembered because of
Gerald Griffins Ballad, “The Bridal of Malahide”.
There are twenty verses which tell Maud’s story.
She was the daughter of the Baron of Killeen and she
married Thomas Hussey, Baron of Galtrim, in Co.
Meath, on Whit Monday 1429. He was killed in a local
skirmish, at Ballbriggan some hours after the marriage
ceremony and, so, she became “maid, wife and widow”
on her wedding day. Sir Richard Talbot was her second
husband and that’s why she lies buried in Malahide
Abbey. She outlived Talbot too, and married a third
time, this time her choice was John Cornwalsh, Chief
Baron of the Kingdom of Ireland. “In those warlike
days, pretty girls had to steer their hearts against disappointments and sudden deaths”, so said the Daily
Sketch of 1930, when relating her story. She outlived
her third husband also, and ended her days happily
receiving dowers from all three dead husbands. After
many years of widowhood she died, leaving the son of
her second marriage to Richard Talbot, Lord of the
Manor of Malahide. Her effigy is on her monument
where she sleeps peacefully beside many a member of
the Talbot family.
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Maud Plunket’s son, Lord Thomas Talbot had a
patent of privileges conferred on him by the Crown on
the 15th November, 1459 as “Thomas Talbot.
Armiger, Dominus de Malahide. He was married
twice to Miss Sommerton and Elizabeth Buckley.
Here, the family tree becomes somewhat complicated
as there are two families, one from each marriage to
follow. However, it is best to pay more attention to
those who held control in Malahide Castle. Sir Peter
Talbot took over at Malahide and he married a
Catherine Fitzgerald. They had four children, Thomas,
Walter, William and Margaret.
Foreign fields were still claiming the attention of
the Malahide Talbots and they took part in the War of
the Roses in England. Another son of Lord Furnival
was killed fighting for the House of Lancaster at the
Battle of Lancaster 1460 and a third son, Sir
Christopher died on the same field. There are many
written references to the family’s bravery and honour
in the field of war.
Sir Peter Talbot was succeeded by Sir Thomas and
he, in turn by Lord William, who became Lord Chief
Justice of Ireland. His son, Patrick was succeeded by
Lord Richard Talbot who was born in November 1583
and who took over Malahide at the age of 11 years and
3 months. After succeeding to his estates he incurred
the tyrannous jealousy of Lord Stafford, Lord lieutenant of Ireland, who tried to take the Admiralty of
the Port of Malahide and other valuable rights from
him. Talbot, on pleading the ancient charters of hereditary line, persuaded the court to give judgment
against the Crown. Lord Richard executed a settlement of his Lordships of Malahide, Garristown and
the Louth Estates on his eldest son, John. It must be
remembered that, at this time, Malahide was one of the
chief ports of Ireland and Dublin was extremely jealous of its status. His son, John, however, inherited
even greater problems as Cromwell was about to enter
the scene.
Lord Thomas’ second marriage to Elizabeth
Buckley, produced four sons, John, Richard, Thomas
and William. William had five sons, two of whom certainly left their mark on Irish history. Most Rev. Peter
Talbot SJ. and Richard Talbot, Earl and Duke of
Tyrconnell. Both of their stories should suffice to complete this part of the Talbot Story.
Inside Saint Sylvester’s Church in Malahide is a
plaque to the memory of Most Rev. Peter Talbot R.C.
Archbishop of Dublin 1671-80. Dr. Peter Talbot was a
Jesuit who studied in Portugal and then travelled
through Belgium, settling in Antwerp. It was he who
received King Charles II into the Catholic Church in
1656. Charles married Princess Catherine of Portugal
and Dr. Talbot, with his fluent knowledge of
Portuguese, was appointed domestic chaplain to the
King. When Talbot became Archbishop of Dublin,
Blessed Oliver Plunkett, a kinsman of his, was Primate
of Armagh. A dispute arose between them as to
whether Armagh or Dublin should be the
Ecclesiastical Centre for Ireland. Eventually, the Pope
had to intervene as arbitrator and he ruled in favour of
12

Armagh. Refusing to be reconciled with his brother
bishop, Dr. Talbot left Ireland in 1674 and settled in
France. Old and sick, he returned to Ireland but in
1678, he was arrested in Malahide and charged with
complicity in the Titus Oates Plot.
He was imprisoned in Dublin Castle as also was
Dr. Oliver Plunkett some time later. In 1680, on hearing of Talbot’s condition Plunkett escaped his guards
to give the last rites to Talbot and, so, as history
records, Dublin died in the arms of Armagh.
Today, in the Great Hall of Malahide Castle, hangs
Jan Wyck’s Canvas of the Battle of the Boyne, 1690.
14 members of the Talbot family breakfasted in this
hall on the morning of the battle, but not a single one
returned when it was over. This brings us to handsome
Dick Talbot, the first Duke of Tyrconnell, who ruled
Ireland for King James previous to the coming of
William of Orange. His job was to organise Ireland to
help James win back the throne. Richard was born in
1630. By patent, dated the 2Oth of June 1685, he was
created Baron of Talbotstown, Co. Wicklow, Viscount
of Baltinglass and Earl of Tyrconnell. On the 2Oth of
March 1689, he was advanced to the dignity of
Marquis and Duke of Tyrconnell by James II and,
eventually became Chief Governor of Ireland. He was
captured at the siege of Derry and another Talbot
Brigadier Mark Talbot was captured at the Battle of
Aughrim. It was Richard’s wife who was supposed to
have met James on his flight from the Battle of the
Boyne (1690). James is reported to have said “the rascally Irish have run away from me” and, she replied
“your majesty has won the race” It is highly doubtful
if the story is true. James certainly left the Boyne
early, but he was never a coward.
Some say he supped with Fagan of Feltrim. Others
say he stopped in Malahide Castle, at the invitation of
Lady Talbot, reputed to have been a great beauty, and
a sister of the Duchess of Marlboro. She survived her
husband, lived to be 92, and established a nunnery for
the Poor Clares Order in Dublin.
Lord Richard Talbot, born in 1668 lived to be 100
years old. He was the perfect specimen of the Pale
gentleman. It has been said of him that he was “exclusive in his attitude, preserved his own language and
customs and, even his own costumes”. He died without issue and his brother, John, in 1735 married
Frances, daughter and heiress of Col .Nicholas Wogan,
of Rathcoffy. This marriage introduced the Wogan element into the Talbot line, and, from that date onwards,
the Wogan name figures prominently in Talbot
records. His son, Lord Richard Talbot was born in
1735 and became the 22nd incumbent of the Malahide
Estates. In 1765 he married Margaret O’ReiIly at Aux
La Chapelle and neither family approved of the marriage. It was not the fashion of the day for a member
of the English Pale to marry into an Irish family.
Besides that, his wife was his third cousin. At any rate,
external objections to the wedding didn’t put a damper
on their married bliss. They had sixteen children, eight
sons and eight daughters. Margaret O’Reilly became
Baroness of Malahide in 1831.

Thomas family reunion held
at Corowa, New South Wales

survive. Matt and Dorothy the only survivors.
It has just been learnt that Joan Gale was a daughter of William Gale formerly of Wentworth.
A dinner was held at the R.S.L. Club, Betterment
Parade, Corowa on the Saturday night with eight of the
ten children of Joseph and Elsie Thomas nee Hunter
being able to attend, Joseph Thomas was a son of
Josiah Thomas and Mary Ann Kirley of the Hay area
Elsie was a daughter of William James Hunter and
Sarah Ann Payne of Melbourne.
Family of Joseph and Elsie able to attend with their
families were:
Jean Raschke, Nowra; Elsie Annand, Sydney; Josie
Ligertwood, Melbourne; Simon, Numurkah and Joe of
Yarrawonga, other sibblings were Rae Lesslie,
deceased; Irene Hicks, Shepparton, deceased; Matt,
Shepparton, deceased; Reg, Corowa, deceased and Bill
of the Hunter Valley unable to attend.
The family did a tour of Corowa to see where all the
ten sibblings grew up and attended school before going
their own way in. the early 40s.
Five of the ten sibblings saw service during World
War II.
On our return trip home via Berrigan, we managed
to see where Matt and Joan Thomas were married in
1947, the Presbyterian Church is now a Bed and
Breakfast in the town and Matt’s watch-repair business
premises is long gone and the modern Berrigan Shire
Offices now stand on the site.

The late Elsie Thomas in front of a framed photograph of her ten children all born in Corowa, New
South Wales. Elsie passed away on October 31,
1999 aged 103 years, the widow of Joseph Thomas.
On Saturday, March 20, 2010, Robin and
Marlene Parker attended a Thomas family reunion
in Corowa, N.S.W.
About 70 decendants of Josiah Thomas and Mary
Ann Kirley were able to attend, some able to attend for
the first time and meet long lost cousin’s and in
Marlene’s case to meet up with two half sibblings not
seen since 1972; Gwendolyn Tunstall of Cranbourne
and Brian Thomas on Langwarrin. All three were able
to open up and share past memories. Marlene’s sister
Denise of Brisbane was unable to be present for the
occasion, but all four will all meet up in October for a
long awaited get together.
Marlene is a daughter of Matthew Thomas and Joan
Turner and Gwendolyn and Brian the daughter and son
of Matthew Thomas and Dorothy Cuthbert, Marlene’s
mother Joan died in 1951 tragically and brother,
Martin, 7, half brother David, 16 months and step sister Joan Gale, 8 were all killed in a smash on the Hume
Highway at Broadford in 1955, 9 out of 11 failed to

Something to
think about

The horse and cow live thirty years without taste
of wine or beers;
The sheep and goats at twenty die and not a
touch of scotch or rye;
The cow drinks water by the ton, but in thirty
years is mostly done;
The dog at sixteen cashes in, without the taste of
rum or gin;
The cat on milk and water soaks then in twelve
short years it croaks;
The oddest oldest bone dry hen lays eggs for
years and dies at ten;
All animals are strictly dry, they sinless live but
quickly die.
But sinful, ginful, rum soaked men live on for
three score and ten. Some of them are favoured, few
stay pickled till we’re ninety-two.

Help available with
Family Tree Maker and
Legacy software

Members requiring help with F.T.M. & Legacy
will find Graeme Butler on duty July 5. Graeme
is only to willing to solve your problems.
Graeme also holds classes for F.T.M. on the second
Wednesday evening from 7.30 and Legacy classes
on the third Wednesday evening from 7.30pm
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Latest Library additions
with Lyn Grant

PURCHASED:

BOOK
DONATED BY: MARGARET DOBBIN

ORCHARDS DAYS OF YESTERYEAR
THE FRUITS OF BAYSWATER WANTIRNA

AUSTRALIAN BIOGRAPHICAL & GENEALOGICAL RECORD SERIES 2 VOL. 1 1842 - 1899
AUSTRALIAN BIOGRAPHICAL & GENEALOGICAL RECORD SERIES 2 VOL. 2 1842 - 1899
BROKEN HILL 1883 - 1983
NETTING YOUR ANCESTORS: GENEALOGICAL
RESEARCH ON THE INTERNET
OUR JOURNEY: THE ANGLICAN PAROCHIAL
DISTRICT OF BALLAN AND BUNGAREE 1849 1999
RED CLIFFS 75 YEARS 1921 - 1996
RED CLIFFS PRIMARY SCHOOL MAGAZINE
1989
RED CLIFFS PRIMARY SCHOOL MAGAZINE
1990
RED CLIFFS PRIMARY SCHOOL MAGAZINE 92
VISION AND REALISATION: A CENTENARY HISTORY OF STATE EDUCATION IN VICTORIA VOLUME 1
VISION AND REALISATION: A CENTENARY HISTORY OF STATE EDUCATION IN VICTORIA VOLUME 2
VISION AND REALISATION: A CENTENARY HISTORY OF STATE EDUCATION IN VICTORIA VOLUME 3
DONATED BY: NOLA EDWARDS

ONE THOUSAND WHITE ONIONS: A HISTORY
OF CARING FOR CHILDREN FROM 1865

EAGLEHAWK & DISTRICT PIONEER REGISTER
ADDENDUM VOLUME A - Z
CD-ROMS
PURCHASED:
CROWN LAND LICENCES VICTORIA 1853
CROWN LAND LICENCES VICTORIA 1856
FOOTSCRAY CEMETERY REGISTER AND
MEMORIAL INSCRIPTIONS
LAND TAX REGISTER AND VALUATION VICTORIA 1888
LONDON MARRIAGE LICENCES 1521 - 1869
PATIENTS IN MELBOURNE HOSPITAL 1856 1905
RUNNYMEDE CEMETERY INCLUDES BURIAL
LIST FOR ELMORE
WA INQUESTS: AN INDEX OF INQUESTS AS
PUBLISHED IN THE WESTERN AUSTRALIAN
POLICE GAZZETTES DONATED BY: P R E MIER OF VICTORIA
A GUIDE TO VICTORIA’S WARTIME HERITAGE:
REMEMBER THEM
DONATED BY: UNKNOWN

GEORGIE AH LING: DONALD’S FRIEND
CEMETERIES OF SOUTHERN TASMANIA VOL
IX: OATLANDS DISTRICT - CD1
CEMETERIES OF SOUTHERN TASMANIA VOL
IX: OATLANDS DISTRICT - CD2
CEMETERIES OF SOUTHERN TASMANIA VOL
VIII: SORELL DISTRICT - CD1
CEMETERIES OF SOUTHERN TASMANIA VOL
VIII: SORELL DISTRICT - CD2
CEMETERIES OF SOUTHERN TASMANIA VOL
VIII: SORELL DISTRICT - CD3
RAILTON CEMETERIES, NORTH-WEST TASMANIA: MEMORIAL INSCRIPTIONS TRANSCRIPTIONS AND PHOTOGRAPHS
ST. GEORGE’S ANGLICAN CEMETERY, NEW
GROUND MORIARTY NORTH-WEST TASMANIA:
MEMORIAL INSCRIPTIONS TRANSCRIPTIONS
AND PHOTOGRAPHS

UNWILLING EMIGRANTS: A STUDY OF THE
CONVICT PERIOD IN WESTERN AUSTRALIA
DONATED BY: CAROL FOLLETT

AUSTRALIA’S HERITAGE: THE MAKING OF A
NATION: VOLUME 2 - THE FORMATIVE YEARS
EARLY GOVERNORS OF AUSTRALIA
HOMES IN AUSTRALIA
VICTORIAN TREASURES FROM THE LA TROBE
COLLECTION STATE LIBRARY OF VICTORIA
DONATED BY: JUNE GREATZ
MILDURA HIGH SCHOOL ANNUAL REPORT
1970
MILDURA HIGH SCHOOL ANNUAL SPORTS
MEETING 17TH JULY 1935
DONATED BY: PREMIER OF VICTORIA

A GUIDE TO VICTORIA’S WARTIME HERITAGE:
REMEMBER THEM
DONATED BY: UNKNOWN
GEORGIE AH LING: DONALD’S FRIEND
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Can you name these
students and teachers

Can anyone identify these photographs, are of teachers and students of the Mildura West Primary
School, year was 1981. Any names appreciated.
Photographs donated by the grandchildren of Bill Saunders of Mildura.
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Cousins killed in action
by Robin Parker

Some weeks back while watching 60 Minutes, a
story came up on the new Australian movie “Hill
60” which caught my eye.
Some weeks earlier I had been researching the life
of Simon Robin Thomas, son of Josiah Thomas and
Mary Kirley of Corowa, formerly of Carrathool, New
South Wales.
From Army records I found Simon was born near
Carrathool N.S.W. on the Hay Plains in 1892. Simon, a
Carpenter by occupation had enlisted in Brisbane in
1916, aged 24.
Simon embarked for Plymouth, England on
October 27, 1916 and arrived in England on January 9,
1917 where he was sent to Messines, Belgium
At 3.10 am on 7 June, the rate of artillery barrage
increased and 19 great explosions obliterated the
German front-line trenches where the Germans and
Allied forces had tunnelled and planted nine hundred
and sixty thousand pounds of explosives. Infantry from
nine divisions then moved across no-mans-land. The
explosions were the greatest man-made devises prior to
the atom bomb used on Nakasaki and Hiroshima in
World War II.
The mines destroyed German positions and shattered German morale in the forward area. The infantry
met tough resistance at some ruined farms and for the
first time, Australians came upon concrete block-houses which became known as pillboxes. However, by
5.30 am Messines village had been captured by the
New Zealand Division and the main heights were taken
along the whole battlefront. As troops consolidated the
newly won positions to prepare for the expected
German counter-attacks, more troops came forward for
the afternoon attack.
It was during this afternoon attack on June 7,
1917that Simon Robin Thomas was last seen alive, his
remains were never recovered like so many of his
mates.
Men of the Fourth Australian Division assembled in
the area taken by the New Zealand Division in the
morning. They were supported on the south by the
Third Australian Division. There was a serious hitch in
the plan when the British, who were to advance north
of the Australians, were late arriving at the start line.
Captain Arthur Maxwell in charge of the Australian left
flank company ordered his men to occupy the whole of
the British objective in the Oosttaverne Line which fortunately the Germans had abandoned. The extension of
the Fourth Divisions left flank opened a gap in the centre and the Oosttaverne Line was not completely taken
until after four days and nights of fighting.
The Battle of Messines was a stunning success. It
removed the German salient south of Ypres and paved
the way for the main offensive to commence on 31 July
1917. However, the two Australian Divisions suffered
nearly 6800 casualties.

From the army records of Simon Robin Thomas it
mentions Leslie Matthew Kirley of the First Light
Horse Regiment, a cousin who was killed on December
3, 1917 at Beersheba in Palistine aged 26.
It appears Leslie Matthew Kirley born near Hay,
N.S.W. in October 1890 enlisted in the Australian
Army twice, the first time as Matthew Leslie Kirley on
September 8, 1914 until discharged on December 6,
1914, Serial No. 1236, no reason is mentioned for the
discharge; and enlists again on March 3, 1917 aged 26
years, this time as Leslie Matthew Kirley occupation
given as a Blacksmith, Serial No. given as 3177.
Simon Robin Thomas and Leslie Matthew
Kirley were grandsons of Patrick Kirley, a publican
of Wodonga, Victoria.

Simon Robin Thomas

Helpful Hint

Visiting sites using Favourites or Bookmarks —
When next visiting these sites, RE-SAVE THEM so
that they are updated in your favourites or bookmarks list. Do this on a regular basis. Sites may
change their pages and not remove the old pages, so
your old bookmark will take you to the old page
and not to the current page.
Thanks to Flo and Kaylene for this helpful hint.
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Police Constable Honoured
by Chris McLennan, Sunraysia Daily April 17, 2010

Mildura was only a baby when
Constable Josiah Rowley joined a
rugged beat on the banks of the Murray
River more than a century ago.
It was a lonely occupation the the frontier — the Chaffey’s dream wan only a
decade old and there were more rabbits
here than blockies.
There were few witnessed to his drowning less than one year into his new job.
Only the Hall Brother’s — monumental
masons and a few random locusts were witnesses to the laying of a new marker on his
dusty grave in the oldest of old sections of
the Mildura Cemetery at Nichols Point
recently.
Mason, Jeff Hall with the newly laid stone for Constable Josiah
Policeman No. 4647 didn’t have the Rowley.
heady career enjoyed by others in the colorecommendations in his favour.
nial corp — Ned Kelly’s arrest and execution was only
It seems Mildura was his first and last posting — it
20 years before his demise.
was a long way from Mother England.
Josiah was born in England on January 7, 1872,
Apparently Josiah was returning from duty at
eight years before Kelly’s hanging at Pentridge Gaol.
Psyche Bend at about 9.45am that fateful morning
After arrival in post gold rush Australia, Josiah was when he attempted to cross a makeshift bridge over
appointed Constable with the Victorian Police on Kings Billabong.
December 4, 1896.
He may have been patrolling those massive new
While stationed in Mildura he was tragically pumps which lifted the irrigation water such an
drowned in a billabong while on duty on December 28, extraordinary height and are still amazingly still in
1897.
working order today.
Sunraysia Daily obtained copies of his “Record of
The area where Josiah was riding was flooded and
Conduct” from the Victoria Police Museum which has dangerous and his horse fell.
a few disturbing entries, probably more to do with his
The Constable was apparently driven underwater
youth and lack of training than the person himself.
by the weight of the animal and was drowned.
Pleas of guilty to being absent from his post and
He was later buried at the Mildura Cemetery and
neglect of duty at the St. Kilda Road depot tell of the Victoria Police Provident Fund paid for the new
efforts in early discipline for trifling offences with two headstone laid over his grave.
Maitland Mercury & Hunter River General Advertiser
Tuesday November 18, 1856

Constable Edward Fallon drowns
during Murray-Darling flood
times a sober and steady man. The navigation of the
Murray goes on favourably, there are now seven steamers regularly employed in the trade and another, the
Sturt is about to commence trade.
Inquiry is frequently made when does the Sydney
Government think of having a township at the Darling
surveyed and the land sold. Stores and other buildings
are being erected and the whole tenure is most uncertain.

The Murray and Darling — A correspondent
writing from the junction of the Murray and
Darling continue on the rise, and the country is now
in a flooded state.
A melancholy accident occurred on October 20 to
Constable Edward Fallon of the Victoria Police Force,
who, endeavouring to cross a creek was unfortunately
drowned, leaving a wife and family who had only
arrived in the district a few weeks before.
A magisterial inquiry into the cause of the death
was immediately held by Mr Hugh Jamieson, J.P. of
Mildura. The deceased was on duty and had been at all

The editor would appreciate any information
available on Constable Edward Fallon’s accident.
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Help Wanted: Lock Builders
of the Murray System
by Alan Erskine of the Mildura Weekly with Helen Stagg

While much is written about the skill of
the men who built the series of Murray
River locks and weirs, there is little recognition for the women who also played a vital
role in those days.
The Mildura granddaughter of one of those
pioneering families hopes to change all that,
and already has some colourful yarns, including the one that didn’t get away.
The enterprising young mum, one of hundreds of supporting husbands building the
locks and weir systems in the 1920s and 1930s
couldn’t believe her luck when the big cod hit
the bait on her hand-held line.
Living off the land played a vital role for
the survival of families in those pioneering
days, and most of the families lived on a diet of
fish, rabbits and ducks, supplemented by a variety of vegetables from gardens lovingly cultivated in most backyards.
The woman often went down to the nearby
river to try her luck, accompanied by her
youngest daughter, sometimes coming back
with a few small fresh fish for dinner, but this
giant of the deep was another matter. After a
valiant struggle, she managed to get the 50lb
cod onto the bank, just as the fish freed itself
from the hook. Thinking quickly, the woman Mildura’s Helen Stagg with one of the books she used for her
plonked herself down on the fish, and told her research — Rob Linn’s “Murray Water is Thicker than
daughter to run home and get her father.
Water.”
It was the first time the five-year-old had
dren themselves, but sadly many of them have also
ever sighted a Murray Cod that size. She ran home as passed away. Helen is hoping that those who are left
fast as her legs could carry her and yelled out. . . can relate those stories to her, or if families of those
“daddy, come quickly, mummy’s caught a whale.”
early lock people have written accounts of their lives,
The young girl’s name was Evelyn Rains. She died they will allow her to use them as part of her project.
in Adelaide nine years ago at the age of 82, but not
Helen said her grandfather, Arthur Rains was a man
before she had passed on many fond memories of those of the land living near Swan Reach when he joined
early days to her daughter in Mildura. These recollec- hundreds of other workers thronging to lower Murray
tions were later past on to S.A. historian and author River settlements after the promise of long jobs
Rob Linn, who included some of them in his memo- because of the decision to built a series of locks and
rable book “Murray Water is Thicker than Blood.”
weirs along the Murray River for better water control.
And now Evelyn’s daughter, Mildura’s Helen Stagg
Helen was only five years old when her grandfather
also a keen historian, is using the book as a starting died, so she didn’t get to hear any of the colourful stopoint for a research unit s part of her four-year Master ries of those years, but her mother often spoke of the
of History with the University of New England in adventures she and her five siblings had following their
Armidale, N.S.W.
parents from lock to lock.
Helen says the engineering feats and many other
The Rains family started at Lock 1 at Blanchetown,
aspects of those lock-building days have been faithful- S.A., and worked their way upstream, helping conly recorded in Rob’s book, but she is particularly keen struct Locks five, six and seven before moving to
to tell the story through the eyes of the pioneering Mildura in 1934-5 to start new lives.
women like Evelyn’s mum.
Helen said this was how mere mother recalled the
The only way she can do it is by contacting the chil- move. “Mum and I travelled to Mildura on the Captain
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Sturt, now moored at Goolwa, S.A. as a houseboat.
There was only one cabin vacant. I had the top bunk
and thought I was made. The four boys and dad came
on a truck with the furniture.
“Dad had bought a block of land in Eaglesham
Street, Mildura for 20 pounds and we lived there in a
tent until day and Bunny (a son) built the house. Apart
from Bunny (Walter), the Rain boys were Sid, Les and
Jack, and there was a sister Gladys.
Helen said her mum had told her that most of the
lock and weir workers ended up having big families
and everyone pitched in to help with building the houses which were dismantled and moved from lock to
lock, washing, vegie growing, cooking, cleaning and
trapping or shooting ducks and rabbits for food.
Evelyn told family members later in life that her
first recollections of here early life were often about the
age of five or six at Lock 5, and she remembered her
whole childhood revolved around Lock life. Her father
was an engineer, and the usual time he and the other
workers spent on a Lock was three to four years.
More than anything, she recalled the living conditions. The houses consisted of two rooms, mostly corrugated iron, built up off the ground because the threat
of Murray River flooding.
“Dad had to always build another room or two, usually from flour bags that had to be cut open and stitch
together,” she wrote. “How I hated the job of picking
cut string out of the bags before they could be restitched again. That was poor mum’s job. I can still see
her – a nail would be hammered into a post so the bag
could be held while it was being stitched.

“The same thing was done to make a cover for the
dirt floor of the extra room. In this makeshift room, the
beds were made from pieces of wood, probably tree
branches with bags stretched across to make a hammock like bed, only not swinging. They were fairly
tight with just enough “scoop” for your body. The other
two rooms had board floors, with each move to another Lock location, the house would be shifted.
Towns sprang up almost overnight, as did the
schools, but there is very little written or photographic
evidence of them today. Nor are there many stories told
through the eyes of the womenfolk and that’s a situation that Helen hopes to remedy through her research
project.
“I want to hear about their struggles, their hopes,
their dreams, the living conditions and how they dealt
with raising families with such basic facilities in a
remote and harsh environment,” she said.
“I want to learn more about the amazing contribution they made to the building of such a magnificent
range of locks and weirs along the Murray, an engineering feat that some people have compared to the
Snowy Mountain Scheme.
“I am interested in the health, education and daily
lives of these families, as well as any work that the
children and women did to support the family.
“I want to know how the Murray River itself compacted on these people, the connection they felt with
the river, and what they went on to do with their lives.”
Anyone with a story to tell about life on the locks
and weirs can contact Helen on (03) 5021 2433,
mobile 0421166667, or email hstagg@une.edu.au

Research help required

Our two research officers, Thelma and June
need some help with the following research queries.
1. We have a lady looking for information on James
Patrick O’Brien and his wife Irene Elizabeth O’Brien
nee Wilson. They lived at 114 Langtree Avenue,
Mildura until 1936-1940. James was a Tailor and Irene
was the Registrar of B.D.M. in Mildura.
They are both buried in unmarked graves at the
Mildura Cemetery.
2. There is a gentleman from Western Australia
looking for information on William Henry Thompson.
William was killed when he was knocked down by a
motor vehicle on March 25, 1912 in Mildura.
William was a shearers cook on the station properties north of Mildura and had been in the district for
around twenty years. Buried in the Mildura Cemetery ,
no headstone.
If you can help, please contact Thelma Bock on
(03) 5023 3541, or thelmabock@yahoo.com.au or
June Greatz on (03) 5023 2837.

Research Fees $20

From my favourite we
bsite
“Australian National Lib
rary”
The Argus, Melbourne,
Wednesday, March 27, 19
12.

Drunken Man Killed

Mildura, Tues. Last night
a man named William
Henry Thompson, a str
anger here was knocked
down by a motor-car tra
velling around a corner at
a
speed of about 5 mph.
Thompson was under the
influence of drink and
had crossed the path on
hearing the horn, but un
accounntbly retraced his ste
ps. He fell head-first in
front of the car was imme
diately brought to a stand
still before passing over
the body.
The doctors evidence in
court today was to the
effect that the injuries sus
tained — two broken rib
s
and a few abraisions, no
t sufficient to cause dea
th,
but the mere shock did
it owing to the alcoholised
state.

Court stated cause of dea
th was from being hit
by a car.
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The MDGS Inc. gratefully
acknowledge the contribution
of
Mr Peter Crisp
Member for Mildura
whose office has printed
this Newsletter, free of all costs,
as a community service
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