
Joseph Palmer from 

Mildura, however it is not 

known which man is which. 

Summers was killed in 

action at Fleurbaix 

(Pozieres), France on 19 

July 1916 and Palmer 

returned to Australia on 4 

August 1915. A quick 

search of the AWM records 

showed me that he was 21 

when he enlisted on 19 

August 1914. He was a 

carpenter living at 7th 

Street Mildura and his next 

of kin was Miss Amy B 

Palmer, sister, care of Miss 

Jugram, Terang. His religion 

was C of E. 

Do you know what 

happened to Bugler 

Phillip Joseph Palmer? 

Send me an email if you do 

and I will publish it in an 

upcoming newsletter. 

This photo may be found at 

the following link: 

http://cas.awm.gov.au/ite

Anzac day is approaching 

and genealogists may well 

pay extra attention to their 

ancestors who were 

involved in various wars 

.Trove and The Australian 

War Memorial Website are 

both great starting places 

to look for family 

members involved in war. 

The group portrait shown 

below is of members of F 

Company, 8th Battalion. 

Although it is not possible 

to put names to faces, the 

Embarkation Roll for the 

8th lists all the members 

of the company at time of 

departure from 

Melbourne. It is very likely 

that the three officers are: 

Lieutenant Gus Eberling , 

aged 43, a farmer and 

grazier from Avoca, Victoria, 

and a veteran of the Boer 

War (centre) and Lieutenant 

William Thomas Yates, aged 

29, Dairyman of 

Newminster Park, 

Camperdown, Victoria, and 

2nd Lieutenant Maurice 

Leslie McLeod, aged 20, a 

tailor of 405 Gregory Street, 

Ballarat, Victoria, on either 

side of him. McLeod was 

later killed in action at the 

landing at Anzac Cove, 

Gallipoli on 25 April 

1915.The two buglers in the 

front row, are Bugler David 

Summers from Moonambel, 

Vic. and  Bugler Phillip 

P h i l l i p  J o s e p h  P a l m e r ,     

b u g l e r  f r o m  M i l d u r a .  This issue: 

 Anzac day: lest we 

forget. 

 Tom Storer, Merbein 

citizen of the year, 

organizes reunion for 

Charlie Company 

2012 

 Society News 

 2011 meeting 

schedule 

 Obituary for Neil 

Noyce 

 Sunraysia JPs 

I N S I D E  T H I S  

I S S U E :  

Editorial 2 

PM  Anzac message 1916 3 

Charlie Company Reunion 4-5 

Christmas Party and photos 6 

Using Windows Movie maker 9 

Vale Neil Noyce 10 

Sunraysia JPs 11 

Library acquisitions 14 

Volume 11 No. 1 

 
Mildura & District 

Genealogical Society 
Inc. 

 
 

P.O. Box 2895 
Mildura Victoria 3502 

milduragenealogy@gmail.com 

March 2011 

 

The image does not allow 
close examination of faces; its 
use is to illustrate the informa-
tion to be found about our war 
heroes. 

Lest we forget. 



Welcome to the first Grapeline for 2011 and my first as editor. Robin Parker left big „shoes 
to fill‟ and it is appropriate to take this opportunity to thank Robin for his untiring work for the 
MDGS over the years he was with us.Over the past three years in particular,  Robin Parker 
edited the Grapeline Newsletter. It is a quarterly newsletter and he always made sure that 
the articles were in on time to enable him to get the newsletter to the printers well before the 
scheduled closing date. Robin and his wife Marlene have recently moved from Mildura to 
Maryborough in central Victoria. During his time as editor, Robin also introduced new 
software that made his job a lot easier. All submissions for publication were 
welcomed by Robin and he endeavoured to make the newsletter interesting 
and research based and his articles often gave us new ideas to help 
improve and extend our research.  

 
We thank Robin for the time and effort that 
he put into the Grapeline and wish him all 
the best for the future; we are certainly 
going to miss him around the Library. Robin was a great 
volunteer and was always prepared to fill in at any time on 
the duty roster. He was a keen genealogist and spent 
many hours in our library helping other members and 
visitors, in his patient, kind manner. His enthusiasm and 
commitment to the Grapeline Newsletter was highly 
regarded by all members of the M&DGS. We wish Robin  
and Marlene all the very best in their new home. 
 
We also thank Naomi Burke for taking on the role as 
secretary during 2010. Her valuable suggestions and 
knowledge in the operation of  „Not for Profit‟ organisations 
was much appreciated by the Committee. Unfortunately, 
extra demands in her employment caused her to vacate 
the position. Faye Mannes has stepped up to take on the 
role and we welcome Faye.  

 
I welcome all contributions from you, our readers, so please send me your genealogical 
stories, suggestions for successful searches which may help other members or reviews of 
reference materials from our Society Library or elsewhere. Photos with a brief story are also 
welcome. I look forward to hearing form 
you. Send contributions to Helen Stagg 
at jessica195415@yahoo.com.au 
 
Till next time, 
 
Happy family searching,  
 

Helen Stagg 
 

e d i t o r i a l  
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As new editor, I am 
experimenting with 
formatting so there 
will be some changes 
afoot over the next 
few issues. 



"On this day we commemorate the deeds of the men of Anzac, those men who by their 
valour and sacrifices, covered Australia with a mantle of glory that will last as long as the 
world endures. Let us, my fellow citizens, resolve that we, for whom these gallant soldiers 
fought, endured and died shall do nothing unworthy of them and the great cause for 
which they fought. Let us send to them across the leagues of ocean, the message that 
Australia, united by the cement of their blood and sacrifice, stands united behind them, 
wishing them Godspeed and a speedy and safe return to their beloved country." 
A triumphant spirit was manifested last night at the meeting held in the town hall in 

commemoration of the second 

anniversary of the landing of the 

Australian troops at Gallipoli. The building 

was almost filled. (From the Argus 25 

April, 1917.) 

 

 

Prime Minister’s message 1916. 
Anzac anniversary: Great Patriotic meeting, heroism recalled. 

‘Triumphant 

spirit 

prevails...’ 

   P a g e  3  

Prime Minister Billy Hughes, 7th Prime Minis-
ter of Australia: “we commemorate the deeds 
of Anzac...” 

From Argus 19 October 1915: 
The Argus published details of men wounded or killed in 

action. Below are some excerpts. 

ROLL OF HONOUR PERSONAL 
PARTICULARS.. 
Private A. McLeod: (Wounded) is the eldest son 
of Mr and Mrs Jock McLeod of Mildura where he 
was born. He is a   member of the Mildura 
Football Club and an athlete of all-round ability. 
Prior to enlisting he was engaged in the fruit 
growing industry. 
Private Aeneas Gray: (Wounded) is the only son 
of Mr and Mrs. Oliver Gray of Wedderburn and 
was the first volunteer from that township. He 
took part in the landing at Gaba Tepe on April 
25 and remained in the firing line up till August 
6, when he again took part in the fierce battle at 
Anzac. He received a wound in the leg. He is l8 
years of age. 

Mildura  9/6/1944. Sergeant Gwen  
Mappin, Australian Women's Army  
Service (AWAS), having her hair trimmed 
by Beatrice Relf (left) and Zola Elsum 
(right). These two young women, with 
Moira King (extreme left) and Patricia 
Newsome (second from left) are four 
hairdresser recruits of the AWAS who are 
waiting for attention. 

 

They shall not grow old, as we that are left, grow old; 

 

Age shall not weary them, nor the years condemn, 

 

At the going down of the sun and in the morning, 

 

We will remember them.  
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http://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/File:Nla.ms-ms1538-10-582-e.jpg


The explosion took the young Aussie Diggers completely by surprise. One minute they 

were walking along a narrow track „cleared‟ by mine engineers...the next minute several 

of them were blown off their feet, some with serious shrapnel wounds. Lieutenant John 

Fraser of Tweed Heads took the full force of the explosion after he triggered the mine – 

he suffered horrific injuries and died before a Medivac chopper could reach the scene, in 

the Long Hais Mountains region of Vietnam. Merbein‟s Tom Storer was one of the 

Diggers injured in the explosion. He was on a rock to the left of the track when the mine 

went off...shrapnel hit Tom in the chest and left arm. There are still some pieces in his 

shoulder. 

Tom spent the next 10 days in hospital before being airlifted back to Australia, along with 

a dozen other casualties, in an Air Force Hercules transport plane. They landed at 

Avalon to avoid protestors at Melbourne Airport, and were taken by ambulance to 

Heidelberg Repatriation Hospital. Tom hadn‟t had a chance to let his family know he had 

been wounded in action. He didn‟t have to. A brother, Bruce, was coincidentally doing a 

telegraphy course for the Post Office at the time, and was working in Melbourne typing 

out the telegrams as they came over the wire...one of them read...‟Private Tom Storer, 

wounded in action.‟ Bruce contacted another brother, Colin, also working in Melbourne, 

and they tracked Tom down. It was the day before Good Friday, 1968. By the time he 

was re-united with his brothers, Tom had managed to get a change of clothes and 

organise a discharge from hospital and some leave, and the three of them drove back to 

their Merbein home, arriving at 3am. 

Tom, now 65, still gets emotional as he casts his mind back to his Vietnam days. He 

says it‟s hard not to. He was one of many Diggers who didn‟t want anything to do with re

-unions or marches until the giant Sydney „Welcome Home‟ rally in October, 1987. That 

rally signalled a change in attitude toward the young Aussie National Servicemen who 

left the security of their homeland to fight a war against a clever, determined and 

desperate „enemy‟ in a strange country. Tom was among many Sunraysia Diggers to 

attend the rally, but he wasn‟t really interested in any of the re-unions that were 

organised every two years for Charlie Company, 3RAR, in the years since then. That 

was until he and several of his mates decided to attend one in 2009 on the Gold Coast. 

Seeing familiar faces from more than 40 years ago, re-kindling friendships and talking 

about life‟s experiences and mates lost along the way prompted Tom to throw Mildura‟s 

hat into the ring for the company‟s next re-union...and he got the nod. So in April, 2012, 

about 80 members of Charlie Company and their partners will descend on Mildura for 

five days of fun in the sun - with Tom and his ex-servicemen helpers leaving no stone 

unturned in their efforts to make it a re-union that his mates won‟t forget for a long time. 

Tom‟s a big bloke, 6ft 6ins, and admits he carried a lot of baggage when he got home 

from Vietnam. “Most of us were the same,” he said. “I just didn‟t realise all those years 

just how much these blokes meant to me...we were a band of brothers in Vietnam...we 

went over on a slow boat, came back on a fast plane...and it was hard to adjust to family 
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Courtesy Mildura Weekly Oct 2010 Merbein’s Tom Storer, organises reunion for 
Charlie Company 



and civilian life.” His is a very familiar story, one shared by many ex-servicemen, proud young 

men who kept their experiences bottled up inside for years, more often decades. As Tom 

says, some couldn‟t handle the memories, and sadly took their own lives. Others fought the 

battle of the bottle, depression, and various stress disorders. Tom is the first to admit he‟s 

been down some of those tracks. “Most of us came home as individuals...we were on our 

own,” he said.  

“It wasn‟t until 20 years down the track - the welcome home march in Sydney was the start of 

it...that we were drawn together again as Vietnam vets...and with that came national 

recognition of the job we did for our country.”  

It took him until the Sydney rally, and his first re-union last year, to realise it was no good 

living in the past. Tom also didn‟t want anything to do with the RSL until seven years ago, 

when he joined the Merbein branch. He became so enthusiastic so 

quickly, with so many good ideas, they made him president, an office he 

still holds. He is justifiably proud of the work that has gone into the 

Commercial Street hall since then, including the walls of fame - more 

than 400 photographs of service personnel from the Merbein area. 

 

He is equally enthusiastic about plans for the Charlie Company 3RAR re-union in Mildura next 

year. “I didn‟t see why it should always be in a capital city,” Tom said. “So I spoke to one of 

my old sergeants, and we made a verbal presentation on the last day of the Tweed Heads re-

union.“I told them what a great place Mildura was, the number of servicemen who had come 

from the region, the fact we were at the junction of the nation‟s two mightiest rivers, our great 

weather, excellent accommodation, eating houses and tourism facilities...and it worked.” It 

sets out our location, some of the attractions, has a word on the weather, accommodation, 

houseboat industry and eating houses...and a personal message from Tom, who tells his 

mates; “Front and centre soldiers...Mildura welcomes you.” Every reunion is unique, and 

Mildura will continue that tradition. 
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Post Script: Merbein‟s 2011 Citizen of the Year award went to Tom Storer for his work 
with the RSL. Congratulations Tom! 

 

Australian Vietnam Forces 
National Memorial, Anzac 
Parade, Canberra. 

Family history at the Australian War 

Memorial... 
The Memorial's collections contain a wealth of material 
relating to the military service of individuals. If you are 
trying to track down information about relatives who 
served in any of the conflicts in which Australia has 
been involved since the 1860s, check the AWM website: 
http://www.awm.gov.au/research/family.asp 
 
 



Top: Decorative Table setting thanks to Annette Traegar. 

Middle: Members chatting and enjoying the festivities. 

Left: June and Raylee share a Christmas pose 

Bottom right: Chef Kevin Schultz cooks up a storm! 

Society News 

Christmas Party 2010 
On Monday 6th December,  Mal Williams, on behalf of 
the President, welcomed  about thirty Genealogy 
Society members and partners,  together with eight 
members of the Historical Society,  to a  Christmas get 
together at the society rooms.   
 
Pre-dinner nibbles and punch were served in the back 
rooms of the Carnegie Centre and allowed members to 
mingle and enjoy a chat. Later everyone enjoyed a sit 
down meal which was set up in the main room of the 
Historical Centre.  Tables were very festive with Raylee 
supplying lovely white table cloths and Annette did a 
lovely job of decorating the tables and supplying the 
festive bon-bons.  Raylee also supplied the BBQ on 
which to cook the tea, together with a "chef" who was 
ably assisted by Kevin Challis.  Members each brought 
along either a salad or a sweet to share and this all 
worked out very well.   
 
The raffle of a lovely hamper, with goodies donated by 
members, was won by Leanne Watmuff.  The night was 
voted a success and people were able to relax, mingle 
and share their some of their findings in their quests to 
research their family trees.  
 
Anne Newberry. 
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Y o u  k n o w  y o u  a r e  a  G e n e a l o g y  a d d i c t  

w h e n . . . .  

.... You brake for libraries..... You hyperventilate at the sight of an old cemetery. ....        

You would rather browse in a cemetery than a shopping mall. 



Family History on the 

Cheap 

By Shauna Hicks 

Pub. 2010 

 

N e w  b o o k  a v a i l a b l e  f r o m  G o u l d  

G e n e a l o g y  a n d  H i s t o r y  
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Genealogy, although one of Australia‟s leading hobbies, can be expensive 
and time consuming. With the growth of the internet and more information 
online it is, however, becoming easier and quicker if you know where to 
look.  
 
'Family History on the Cheap' examines a broad range of topics including 
family sources, whether someone has already researched the family, when 
to use professional researchers, how to obtain discounts, what sites are 
free, how to plan and organize your research and how to maximise research 
results from your trips to archives and libraries. 
 
Finding births, marriages and deaths are the cornerstones of family history 
research and this publication looks at various ways of discovering this 
information in a wide variety of sources such as wills and probate records, 
cemetery records, newspapers and so on without spending money. 
'Family History on the Cheap' highlights numerous tips and tricks for how to 

get the most from research trips to archives, libraries , family history and local historical societies, visits 
to relatives, social networking sites, commercial websites and of course, Google. You will quickly 
recoup its purchase price many times over with the money and time savings outlined throughout the 
book. 
Being an Australian published book, many of the examples and places mentioned throughout the book 
are Australian related, but the concepts apply to those researching anywhere worldwide. 
 
Contents include a brief Introduction to Family History, Relative Savings – Tap into Family Knowledge, 
Has it Been done Before?, Stay Organised and on Top of the Paperwork, Technology Savings on 
Communications, Certificates – Don‟t Pay Full Price, Utilise the Benefits and Services of Genealogy 
and Family History Societies, Libraries and Archives – It‟s All Free to Look, Family History Centres, 
Travel for Maximum Benefit, Least Cost, Professional Researchers – When to Use, Internet – Vast 
Opportunities and Serendipity – the Art of Finding Elusive Ancestors.  

 

March Ian Bishop History Mildura Fire Brigade 

April Stefan Hawkes Military medals 

May Leanne Watmuff, Lyn Grant & 
others 

Irish records in our library, Irish 
research, 

June   Websites Gedcom 

July AGM Mildura Rural City Council CEO 

August To be organized Ways to organize our family history 
documents 

September Shirley Midlin Cobb & Co 

October Lyn Grant + others Shipping records in our library & how to 
use 

November Ross Lake To be decided 

December Christmas Party  

MDGS meetings for 2011      Subject to change. 

http://www.gouldgenealogy.com/2011/02/highlight-family-history-on-the-cheap/
http://www.gouldgenealogy.com/2011/02/highlight-family-history-on-the-cheap/
http://www.gouldgenealogy.com/2011/02/highlight-family-history-on-the-cheap/utp0003/
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now up and running with 
35 million Australian 
records online. You‟ll find 
government gazettes, 
police gazette, post office 
directories, electoral rolls, 
biographical books and 

more.You can also 
subscribe to a free regular 
newsletter so you can 
keep up to date with this 
new site. Go to 
FindMyPast.com.au to 
find out more. 
 
FindMyPast UK allows 
you to search 
through census 
records and 
trace births, 

marriages and deaths, in 
order to discover your 
family history and 
generate your family tree. 
FindMyPast has more 
than 23 million parish 
records listing baptisms, 
marriages and burials to 
get you truly immersed in 
local records making your 

F i n d  M y  P a s t  

The MDGS recently added 
Find My past Australia and 
FindMy Past UK to our 
computer licences. 
Members are encouraged 
to come in and use this 
fabulous resource. 
FindMyPast.com.au  is 

MDGS new program 

Merbein Monumental and Lawn Cemetery Register and 
Monumental Inscriptions 1914-2005 available now.... 
Only $25. Add $7-50 for postage. 
from Mildura and District Genealogical Society Inc. 
Also  
Red Cliffs Pioneer and Lawn Cemeteries Register and 
Monumental Inscriptions 1930– 2003  available. 
$25 and $7.50 for postage. 

Duty Roster 
Thanks to the members who regularly „man‟ the society rooms so that our research 
can take place. The roster is published on our website but may change at short no-
tice. Kaylene is keen to hear from new volunteers who are willing to be on a „shift.‟ 
The more there are, the less often the „turns‟ come round. It‟s a great chance to 
meet new people, familiarise yourself with the amazing library of resources we 
have and help others at the same time. You will probably get some of your own re-
search done while you are there. Phone Kaylene on (03) 5021 4763. 

Keeping it fair.  
Computers at our Library 
must be booked for use 
of FindMyPast. Half hour 
slots available depending 
on demand. See duty 
person.  
Ancestry bookings are for 
an hour. 
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http://www.findmypast.com.au


What’s the use of Window Movie Maker??? 
By Flo Carruthers. 
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Flo Carruthers was the guest presenter at the Society’s February meeting and gave a very informative 

presentation on the use of Windows Movie Maker for presenting our family history story. This 

program comes with the other Microsoft programs on your computer  and does not have to be 

purchased separately. This is a very easy program to use and has so many uses.  Using photos of 

ancestors and of documents, you can create a movie and then narrate a commentary to go with it. In 

addition you can add a favourite music piece or national tune or similar.  

Here‟s some more ideas  
 
Add sound to your photos taken at family gatherings for an historical record. 
 
Show historical documents and record the wording as an audio track 
 
Highlighting interesting connections between relatives 
 
Make audio track when visiting “once-in-a-lifetime” visits to a relative who is sharing stories 
and family information. 
 
Eulogy for presenting at a funeral. 
 
When on a trip, at the end of the day record your days activities, findings and experiences. 
Much quicker than trying to writing down all the details. 
 
Bring together all the information, photos, pictures, documents you have for each historical 
relative and make a “movie” of their life. 
 
Research. Share information and documents, etc with a fellow researcher, sharing your 
thoughts and theories about the time, dates, life of a particular ancestor (would save some 
typing!) 
 
Create your own lifetime movie 
 
 Record the history of family heirlooms or memorabilia 
 
 Record precious belongs for insurance purposes 
 
 Have children/grandchildren create and tell their life story (as far   as they have 
experienced to date with their historical documents, photos, school records. 
 
Grandchild visiting Grandma and Grandpa day/s. Have your child/grandchildren take photos 
during the time they spend with you and then before they go home have 
them make a movie. 
       

Check out the website for tutorials. 

http://www.microsoft.com/windowsxp/using/moviemaker/

getstarted/default.mspx 

 

 



N e i l  J a m e s  N o y c e :  
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Neil Noyce, husband of MD&GS member Flora 
Noyce, was very much looking forward to 
celebrating his 90

th
 birthday with his family and 

friends and had been planning with Flora for 
some months, making sure that all family 
connections were invited. People had arrived 
from near and far for the occasion but sadly Neil 
passed away the day after his birthday on 
October 17, 2010. 
 
Born and raised in Mildura, Neil was well-known 
as a talented builder, the head of a leading 
construction firm, and a veteran of active service 
in World War II. As a Mildura councillor for 15 
years, he enjoyed three terms as Mildura‟s 
mayor and was heavily involved in establishing 
the Mildura RSL, as well as the building of the 
Mildura Arts Centre. For his lifetime of 
accomplishments and a city standing as proof of 
his influence, friend Henry Tankard called Mr 
Noyce a visionary with a commitment to making 

things happen. “He was a man of strength and integrity, not dissuaded by controversy. He 
was an outstanding citizen of Sunraysia.”  
 
Friend Glenn Miller said Neil was "one of the giants of the Mildura community. So many of 
the wonderful things that make Mildura the fantastic place it is, were started and pushed on 
by Neil. Neil was ... a person who looked at a task and said „I will do that because it needs to 
be done‟. Everybody is a starter ... but he was a finisher – things happened because of his 
attitude. He was one of the most positive people I have ever known." 
 
Neil enjoyed family life and the annual camp at the river at Christmas was a real occasion. 
He would pack up the dodge with the old army marquee, wood stove, gas fridge, table 
tennis tables , the boat and towing the latest Sunjoy caravan, the family would camp in style 
and comfort for three wonderful weeks, joined by other  family friends. Easter river camps 
also evolved over the years with different family groups sharing this time.  
 
Neil used his skills to the benefit of the family as well, building  the family house and various 
toys for his children and grandchildren. Neil was a great handyman and loved the challenge 
of fixing things himself. He had plenty of opportunities when something would go wrong with 
the F100 or the van during his and Flora's many expeditions around outback Australia since 
his retirement.  An example was when the sump got a hole in it and Neil drained it and fixed 
it with the tongue of his boot. His philosophy was, “work with what you‟ve got."  He had a 
popular saying: “If a man made it, a man can fix it.” 
Neil was grateful for his full and healthy life and enjoyed a  positive approach to life and 
living. About 250 friends and family attended his funeral service at North West Funerals, 
followed by a burial at Nichols Point Cemetery.  
 
Excerpts taken from Sunraysia Daily 22/10/2010  and eulogy written by Neil's daughter Glenda. 
Post script: Mildura's Sunraysia Daily came into existence the day Neil Noyce was born. 



Sunraysia Justices of the Peace seek help in tracing their History 

By Trevor Aust. 
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In 1788 the honorary judicial system was imported to Australia and Governors were given 

powers to appoint Justices of the Peace and Police Magistrates. Justices of the Peace have 

been operating in Victoria since 1836, when there were 3 appointees. With the growth of 

population  after the discovery of gold, by 1851/2 there were over 10,000 Victorian inhabitants. 

As a consequence, there was an increase in the number of Justices of the Peace, as it became 

necessary to man the courts, as Justices of the Peace were the Magistrates under the legal 

situation in force in those times. Heads of all municipalities became Justices of the Peace upon 

their election. Most continued to hold the office after their term of office.  

Sunraysia (Victoria) Justice 

In 1966 at Mildura, a meeting was held to form a local group of the RVAHJ. (Royal Victorian 

Association of Honorary Justices.)The current Mayor The Honourable Ken Wright was appointed 

as Chairman. Other office-bearers and committee members elected were: Mr. A. D. Harvey, Vice

-Chairman, Mr. N. C. Deering, Secretary and Mr. Jack Leary, Treasurer. 

 

Until the 1980s JPs sat on the Bench in pairs, assisted by the Clerk of Courts in an advisory 

capacity. They heard minor cases such as drunkenness and petty theft, thus saving the taxpayer 

the cost of expensive hearings. In the mid 2000s the Sunraysia Group changed its title to Branch 

to reflect its higher degree of involvement in the community and also to bring it into line with the 

other RVAHJ Branches across Victoria. 

 

The Sunraysia Branch has been very active over the years, and more recently with the 

introduction of the Signing Centre at the Mildura Police Station continues to work in a voluntary 

capacity with the community on an ongoing basis. It is open from 2-5pm on business days. 

 

The Sunraysia Branch of the RVAHJ will celebrate 50 years of existence on 26
th
 September 

2016, but has an immediate problem regarding its history. Records (minutes) from 1966 to 2000 

cannot be located, although details of Executive members are known for 1966 and from 1995. 

 

Genealogical Society member and JP Trevor Aust has offered his services in an endeavour to 

find the “missing” history. He is seeking assistance from Society members to track down the 

names of the Chairman and Secretary of the Royal Victorian Association of Honorary Justices, 

Sunraysia Group, from 1967 to 1994 as well as minute books from 1966 to 2000. (cont…) 
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Do you 

have any 

JP’s in 

your family 

tree? 

But further, in a challenge which may involve more people than the cast of Ben Hur, 

Trevor is also seeking the name of every Justice, whether Justice of the Peace or Bail 

Justice, from the date of settlement of Sunraysia (Victorian side of the border) to 

current times. He has requested that when members are researching their family 

records they keep their eyes open for any details relating to Victorian Justices. 

 

Trevor‟s contact details are: austies@bigpond.net.au or 50236597. 

Seeking JP history: 

Dance time: Can you identify any of these locals? If you can, email:  

jessica195415@yahoo.com.au  (Photo AWM id VIC0032 on TROVE) 

Mildura, Vic. C. 1943. RAAF personnel and their partners 
arriving at the Old Mill dance hall, a popular Saturday night 
venue for personnel from the nearby No. 2 Operational 
Training Unit, RAAF. 

Dear Ancestor, the place you filled 

One hundred years ago 

Spreads out among the ones you left 

Who would have loved you so. 

D e a r  A n c e s t o r  
Your tombstone stands among the rest; 

Neglected and alone. 

The name and date are chiselled out 

On polished, marbled stone. 

It reaches out to all who care 

It is too late to mourn. 

You did not know that I exist 

You died and I was born. 

Yet each of us are cells of you 

In flesh, in blood, in bone. 

Our blood contracts and beats a 
pulse 

Entirely not our own. 

I wonder if you lived and loved, 

I wonder if you knew 

That someday I would find this spot, 

And come to visit you. 
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mailto:austies@bigpond.net.au
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MAR.7 ANNETTE TRAEGER 

MAR.8 
JUNE & JOYCE MAR.9 FRANCES BRUCE 

MAR.1

2 

CHRIS C & SHIRLEY 
WOODWARD 

MAR.1

4 ENID SUTHERLAND  
MAR.1

5 LEANNE WATMUFF 
MAR.1

6 

ANNE NEWBERRY & 
SHIRLEY SYLVIA 

MAR.1

9 LYN CRAIG 

MAR.2

1 GRAEME BUTLER 
MAR.2

2 JUNE & JOYCE 
MAR.2

3 FRANCES BRUCE 
MAR.2

6 CHRIS CELEGON 

MAR.2

8 BARRY & KEVIN 
MAR.2

9 

TOM HEARD & 
KAYLENE 

MAR.3

0 THELMA & JUNE APR.2 ANNETTE TRAEGER 

APR.4 ENID SUTHERLAND  APR.5 KAYLENE CHARLES APR.6 

ANNE NEWBERRY & 
SHIRLEY SYLVIA APR.9 

 CHRIS CELEGON & 
SHIRLEY W 

APR.11 ANNETTE TRAEGER APR.12 KAYLENE CHARLES APR.13 FRANCES BRUCE APR.16 LYN CRAIG 

APR.18 LIZ WALLACE APR.19 JUNE & JOYCE APR.20 

ANNE NEWBERRY & 
SHIRLEY SYLVIA APR.23 ANNETTE TRAEGER 

APR.25 

BARRY & KEVIN 
ANZAC DAY - OPEN 
1PM APR.26 KAYLENE CHARLES APR.27 FRANCES BRUCE APR.30 CHRIS CELEGON 

MAY.2 GRAEME BUTLER MAY.3 LEANNE WATMUFF MAY.4 THELMA & JUNE MAY.7 LYN CRAIG 

MAY.9 LIZ WALLACE 
MAY.1

0 JUNE & JOYCE 
MAY.1

1 

ANNE NEWBERRY & 
SHIRLEY SYLVIA 

MAY.1

4 

CHRIS C & SHIRLEY 
WOODWARD 

MAY.16 ANNETTE TRAEGER 
MAY.1

7 

TOM HEARD & 
KAYLENE 

MAY.1

8 FRANCES BRUCE 
MAY.2

1 ANNETTE TRAEGER 

MAY.23 GRAEME BUTLER 
MAY.2

4 KAYLENE CHARLES 
MAY.2

5 THELMA & JUNE 
MAY.2

8 KAYLENE CHARLES  

MAY.30 LIZ WALLACE 
MAY.3

1 JUNE & JOYCE JUN.1 

ANNE NEWBERRY & 
SHIRLEY SYLVIA JUN.4 LYN CRAIG 

JUN.6 BARRY & KEVIN JUN.7 LEANNE WATMUFF JUN.8 FRANCES BRUCE JUN.11 CHRIS CELEGON 

Inquiry from New Zealand:  
John Bonn is researching his wife's 
family tree (Scott) and has found some 
2003 posts on Rootsweb by a Wendy 
Kieler of Renmark, seeking relatives of 
her g.grandparents Thomas Blaine Scott 
& Margaret Hannah Newton. He thinks 
these people are also his wife's 
g.grandparents (thru their daughter Ada 
Alice Scott m. James King Watson)  but 
he has been unable to contact Wendy. If 
anyone can help, his email is below: 
 

johnbonn@xtra.co.nz 

HELP! 

GSV has a new book into the bookshop: 

Researching Scottish Family 
History by Chris Paton 

Researching Scottish Family History is a 
detailed introductory guide to those wishing to 
explore their Caledonian roots. Published by the 
Family History Partnership, which aims to 
provide genealogical books at an affordable 
price, the book is a packed 120 page guide to 
all areas of Scottish research, with information 
both on traditional and internet based 
resources. The author has just been out here in 
Australia to give a series of talks about Scottish 
research and his book, published this year. 
http://www.familyhistorybookshop.org.au/ 
 

If you have any articles of interest, research stories or reviews of web 
sites, books or articles which you think our members would be interested 
in, please email them to Helen on 
jessica195415@yahoo.com.au 
It’s your magazine. I am keen to hear from you! 



L i b r a r y  A c q u i s i t i o n s  
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Donated By: Joyce Ablett 

*"When I Was At Ned's Corner…": The Kidman Years 1948 – 1994 

 Donated By: Flo Carruthers 

*Like The Ark: The Story Of Ararat 

*Mildura Bowls Club Inc.: Men's And Lady's Syllabus And Membership Lists 1990 To 1996 

*Mildura Bowls Club Inc.: Club Calendars And Membership Lists 2001 To 2004 

*Mildura Bowls Club Inc.: Carnival Handbooks 1987 To 1995 And 1999 

*Mildura Bowls Club Inc.: Club Calendars 1996-1997 Membership List 

*Mildura Bowls Club Inc.: Club Calendars 1999-2000 Membership List 

*Mildura Bowls Club: Carnival Handbook 1985 And 1986 

*Mildura Bowls Club: Golden Jubilee Carnival 1932-1982 

*Sunraysia Bowls Association Inc.: Bowler's Diary August 1st, 2000 To July 31st, 2001 

*Sunraysia Bowls Association Inc.: Bowler's Diary August 1st, 2001 To July 31st, 2002 

*Sunraysia District Ladies Bowling Association Inc.: Season 1998-1999 

 Donated By: Chris Celegon 

*A History Of Dover & Port Esperance Tasmania: Volume 2 - Later Years, 1875 - 1925 

*History Of Llangynwyd Parish 

*Merbein: Celebrations Of A Centenary August 14 - 23 2009 

*Mining Ministry And Miracles: A Short History Of The Eaglehawk Wesleyan Methodist  
Church 1852 - 1900 

*People Of Esperance: Newspaper Reports & Photographs 

*Poor Relief In Merthyr Tydfil Union In Victorian Times 

*Tasmania's North East: A Comprehensive History Of North Eastern Tasmania And Its  
People 

*The Centenary Of Portland (North-Eastern Tasmania) 1834 - 1934 

*The Life And Times Of Kitty Wilkinson 

*Women Of Eureka 

Donated By: June Greatz 

*Abeona And The Hawson Family 
Donated By: Doug Comrie 

*Australia's First Century: 1788 - 1888 

*Non Siamo Arrivati Ieri: Lineamenti Di Storia Dell'emigrazione In Australia Dagli Inizi Alla Seconda 
Guerra Mondiale 

*We Didn't Arrive Yesterday: Outline Of The History Of The Italian Migration Into  
Australia From Discovery To The Second World War 

Donated By: Tasmanian Genealogical Services 

*Early Edition: 19th Century News & Genealogy: Australia 18   To 1899 First Edition 

Donated By: Leanne Watmuff 

*A Woodend Walk 

*The Border And Beyond: Papers From The 7th Victorian Family History State Conference 

Donated By: Bernadette Wells 

*Merbein: A Self Drive Tour Of Historic Sites, Buildings & Places Of Interest 

Donated By: Ken Wright 

*The Fighting Mackenzies 

          Continued next page... 
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T H E  M I L D U R A  &  D I S T R I C T   

G E N E A L O G I C A L  S O C I E T Y  I N C .  

A002391P Founded 1978 

Carnegie Centre, 74 Deakin Ave. 

P.O. Box 2895, Mildura 3502 

Telephone (03) 5022 0172 

 

Email:milduragenealogy@gmail.com 

www.rootsweb.ancestry.com/~ausmdgs/ 

President Graeme Butler (03) 5024 3986 
Vice Pres. Barry Adams (03) 5023 2751 
Secretary Faye Mannes    
Treasurer Malcolm Williams(03) 5027 4591 
Librarian Lyn Grant 03) 5023 6753 
Research Thelma Bock (03) 5024 5330 
Ass. Research June Greatz (03) 5023 2837 
Newsletter Editor Helen Stagg(03) 5021 2433 
Reviewer Lyn Grant (03) 5023 6753 
Public Officer Kaylene Charles(03) 5021 4763 
Webmaster Flo Carruthers (03) 5023 7544 
Carnegie 
Centre Rep. Kaylene Charles(03) 5021 4763 
  Malcolm Williams(03) 5027 4591 
  Barry Adams (03) 5023 2751 
Catering Ann Newberry (03) 5024 1417 
Membership Joining Fee $10 
  Ordinary  $22 
  Concession $16.50 
  Joint  $33 
  Badge Fee $10 
 

Membership Benefits:- 
Free use of library. 
Receive quarterly Newsletter. 
Free research queries published in Newsletter. 
Meetings:- Ist Monday of month except January 
and December. 
 
Library Hours:- 
Monday 11.00am-4.00pm 
Tuesday 11.00am-4.00pm 
Wednesday 11.00am-4.00pm 
Thursday Closed 
Friday Closed 
Saturday 11.00am-4.00pm 
Library Fees:- $5.00 for non members per day 
Photocopying A4 10c Colour  20c 
Newsletter:- “The Grapeline” published 
March, June, September and December. 
Closing dates for newsletter submissions 
20th Feb, 20th May, 20th Aug. and 20th Nov. 

Library acquisitions cont... 

Cd-Rom (Purchased) 

 *A Bibliography Of Australian Family Histories And 
Genealogies  

TROVE Australia 
One search...a wealth of information. 
http://trove.nla.gov.au 
Editor’s note: This is my favourite site! Have you 

checked out the digital newspapers? A wealth of 

family history to be discovered!                      

Or Picture Australia... Just type in a name 

or a place and you may be pleasantly 

surprised. All on the one user friendly site!! 

 
A service of the National 
Library of Australia. 

Remember: Contributions welcome to this, 
your magazine! You are entitled to free 
research inquiries as a member. Perhaps 
write up your family story, or an aspect of the 
hunt that you have found particularly fruitful.  
jessica195415@yahoo.com.au 



We‟re on the web: 
http://www.rootsweb.ancestry.com/~ausmdgs/ 

The MDGS Inc. gratefully acknowledges the 
contribution of 
Mr Peter Crisp 

Member for Mildura 
whose office has printed this newsletter, free of all 

cost, as a community service. 

MILDURA & DISTRICT 
GENEALOGICAL SOCIETY INC. 
P.O. BOX 2895 
MILDURA 3502 
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