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The Fellowship of First Fleeters is an organization 

composed of descendants of those who arrived in 

Sydney Cove with the First Fleet on 26 January 1788.  

The Fellowship was formed in 1968 and since then over 

7500 descendants have established their lineage and 

joined the Fellowship, and links have so far been 

established to no fewer than 185 individual First Fleet 

Ancestors. There are currently over 1300 active 

members. 

Membership is open to anyone who can prove his or her 

relationship to a First Fleeter – convict, marine, seaman 

or Government Official. Associate and Friend 

membership is also welcomed.  The Fellowship has its 

headquarters in "First Fleet House" at 105 Cathedral 

Street, Woolloomooloo, an historic section of Sydney. 

They can be contacted on 0293603788 or email: fffaus@optusnet.com.au 

Carole Brown, Honorary Convenor of the John Nichols Family Society advises that the 

descendants of First Fleeter John Nichols and his wife Ann Pugh, (over 350 families,) will 

be holding their first Victorian Family Reunion in 

Daylesford at the Town Hall on Sunday 2nd October and 

Monday morning 3rd October 2011. All other reunions 

have been held in NSW. 

 If anyone is interested in attending this reunion they 
would be most welcome. There is no charge.  

Details of their organisation can be found on the web, 
see below. Phone (02) 9451 0077           
http://freepages.genealogy.rootsweb.com/~johnnichols/  
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Well, this quarter flew for me. I haven't had time to do any genealogy at all! I hope that 

our readers have had plenty of exciting finds and that you may be willing to share them 

with other readers.  We all love to learn how our fellow ‘explorers into our past’ are faring. 

Welcome to our new members who have joined this half year! Good luck with your 

searches!  

I had a two pronged response to the March Grapeline’s front page article querying the 
whereabouts of Phillip Joseph Palmer. I was very excited when Joyce Ablett, one of our 
members told me that he is in her family tree! See page 10 for her story. I also received a 
message from Maria Cameron, president of the Port Fairy Genealogical Society and 
Military researcher for the Lambis Englezos Team advising me of Phillip’s death details 
and that he is buried at the Heidelberg Cemetery Melbourne. Maria pointed out an error 
in the article: Fleubaix is actually the Battle of Fromelles which took place on July 19th 
1916 and over 5000 AIF casualties were recorded that night. David Summers, the other 
bugler in the photo, has his name recorded at VC Corner, Fromelles, Panel no 19 as he 
has no known grave. VC Corner is the only cemetery out of 800 or so on the Western 
Front which consists only of Australian soldiers and none of them are identified. Maria 
explains that she has taken photos of every grave at the Pheasant Wood cemetery at 
Fromelles, dedicated July 19, 2010. Her husband’s great uncle, Simon Fraser, carrying a 
wounded soldier at Fromelles, is depicted in the Cobbers Statue at Fromelles and at the 
Melbourne Shrine of Remembrance. She gave us this web reference for more on 
Fromelles: Thanks for all that information, Maria! 

http://www.ww1westernfront.gov.au/fromelles/fromelles-casualties.html  

This quarter, our society has had some excellent presentations at our monthly meetings. 

In February, Ian and Peter Bishop shared stories of their involvement in the Mildura Fire 

Brigade, and in March, Stephan Hawkes spoke of his lifetime collecting war memorabilia 

especially medals. (see reports page 6) In May, Leanne Watmuff gave an excellent 

presentation on tracing Irish ancestors and Lyn Grant alerted the large meeting to the 

resources our library has on Irish Records. See pages 8-9 for details of these talks. 

I welcome all contributions from you, our readers, so please send me your genealogical 

stories, suggestions for successful searches which may help other members or reviews 

of reference materials from our Society Library or elsewhere. Photos with a brief story are 

also welcome. I look forward to hearing from you. Send contributions to  

jessica195415@yahoo.com.au 

Till next time, Happy family searching,  

Helen Stagg 
 

 

e d i t o r i a l  

The Cobbers memorial at the V.C. Corner Australian  

    Cemetery and Memorial near Fromelles, Northern 

France. 
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 Thelma Bock: our avid researcher! 

Thelma Bock is the M&DGS Research Officer ably 
assisted by June Greatz. She follows up all inquiries 
sent from members and non-members trying to find out 
about their ancestors. Recently she was featured in the 
local Mildura Weekly newspaper in relation to an 
interesting story she found out in the course of following 
up on one of these inquiries: the story of the Pooncarie 
Mission school, where youngsters were given their early 
education.  

Thelma admits that hers is a fascinating and interesting 
hobby, one that takes up two to three hours of her time 
each day, either working from home, or at the society’s 
headquarters in the Carnegie Centre in Deakin Avenue. 
Poring over old newspaper archives, she came across a 
1932  repo r t  b o ld l y  headed :  T each in g 
Aborigines...Observations of a teacher at Pooncarie,’ 
with a sub-heading that stated; “They simply love 

school.” Thelma found that the site known as the Old Pooncarie Mission was established 
in 1920, and was located about seven kilometres west of Pooncarie township on the 
Darling River 

Indian-born Le Poer Trench loved her job teaching Aboriginal children at the Pooncarie 

Mission School in the early 1900s. The kids were keen to learn. They either walked to 

meet her on her way to school or were waiting on the doorstep for her to arrive, they 

gulped down their lunch to be back at school early, and didn’t want to take any rostered 

school holidays. Miss Le Poer walked to and from school from her home in the town. 

Records show that in 1880, almost all the Darling River region was divided up into pastoral 

holdings, and many Aboriginal people provided labour for land-holders. Following the 

establishment of the Aboriginal Protection Board in 1833, Aboriginal reserves, including 

the Pooncarie Mission, were developed. The Pooncarie Mission closed in the early 1930s 

when mission inhabitants were taken to the Menindee Mission. The land became part of 

Menincourt Station until February, 2001, when it was acquired by the Indigenous Land 

Corporation.  

Thelma found that Miss Le Poer arrived in Australia about 1928 after having travelled 

extensively throughout the world. She had taught Aboriginal children in the Northern 

Territory before arriving in 1929 in Pooncarie, where she was teacher-in-charge, an 

appointment made by the Aborigines Protection Board. In her written account of her work 

at Pooncarie, Miss Le Poer said she found the youngsters, “Extraordinarily well-

mannered,” and keen to learn.  

There were 69 Aboriginals at the mission, with an average of 25 youngsters, aged from 

four to 15, attending daily lessons. “They simply love school,” she wrote. “It is a gala 

performance for them. The pupils are taught reading, writing, arithmetic, simple history, 

and some geography. You would be surprised at their knowledge. They can tell you more 
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about their country that you can tell them.” Miss Le Poer said that out of school, the 

youngsters talked in their native language, but in school they use “our language. And they 

have perfect manners,” she wrote. “When I call the roll they put their hand up and say 

‘present Miss,’ and they would not think of sitting down until I find my seat.” She 

described them bolting back to their mission families at lunch time to swallow down a 

quick meal, and would then race back, hardly giving Miss Le Boer time to eat her own 

lunch before asking; “Can I come back in, Miss?” She said some of the older boys would 

spend time at lunch frolicking in the nearby river. Miss Le Poer said her school lessons 

provided some amusing incidents. She gave the children a lesson in postage stamps, 

explaining the significance of the King’s head on the stamp. Three days later, when she 

asked them to recall whose head it was, some replies were “Jesus” and “the Devil,” with a 

third youngster claiming it was “The Boss,” indicating the town policeman at the time, 

Constable McAvoy.  

Miss Le Poer explained how the mission folk received food and clothing from police as 

agents for the government but the adults like to supplement their diet with more traditional 

bush tucker. Sleeping arrangements were basic in their mia mia shelters. Miss Le Poer 

also said that the aboriginals and most others took great interest in the paddle boats that 

were plying the Darling River at the time. Most times the whole town would turn up for a 

boat’s arrival. 

Thelma said she was fascinated by the report and after digging further found that when 

the Mission closed down with the children going on to Menindee Mission, Miss Le Poer 

travelled to Sydney where she married a well-to-do gentleman and settled down. 

Thelma says she and June Greatz had discovered many other wonderful stories during 

their research work. She said this quite often involved finding out the history of a long 

time local resident at the request of a family here or overseas and also tracing the history 

of the numerous lone graves, many of them unmarked along the river country. 

Enquiries are received by the society by email and post coming from all over Australia 

and overseas and Thelma has handled many enquiries over the years. 

“Computer  technology has brought so many changes over the years and there are now 

many family records that are easy to access,” she said. 

Some websites you may like to try: 
Old ship photos www.photoship.co.uk/.../index9.html 
Old occupations http://scotsfamily.com/occupations.htm 
Index of Western Australia Obituaries from Various Local and National 
Newspapers 
http://www.genealogybuff.com/misc/west_australia_obits8.htm 
Irish Wattle ‐ exploring Australia’s Irish ancestry http://irishwattle.com/ 
Online Australian Names (free) http://www.list.jaunay.com/ausnames/index.html 
Papers Past online newspapers for New Zealand  

http://paperspast.natlib.govt.nz/cgi‐bin/paperspast 
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Farewell to our Webmaster and friend: Flo Carruthers 
Flo Carruthers has been a very special part of the Mildura & District Genealogical Society over the many 

years that she has been a member, and it is with sadness that we say goodbye to Flo as she prepares to leave 

Mildura. Flo is a beautiful affable, gentle lady, someone whom we could always rely on, someone 

whom we could always trust. 

She is a very independent lady, sometimes annoyingly so. She is reliable, caring and softly spoken, 

but underneath has an infectious sense of humour.  I should know as I have been on the end of her 

humour on many occasions. 

 

 

 

 

In 2006, along with other friends from our Society, I travelled overseas with Flo. We spent many 

days and weeks wandering around libraries, churches, graveyards, and National Archives. Flo was 

great company and a big help to me especially when we visited the Salt Lake City Family History 

Centre.  

Over the past 5 years as our Webmaster, Flo has revamped the site, updated the Library Catalogue, 

uploaded the Grapeline Newsletter, and more recently has been working on the Members Interest 

data base. 

Flo is also a member of our Committee and on many occasions has helped out by taking the 

minutes at our meetings when needed. As a Library Volunteer, Flo has been very conscientious and 

a big help to everyone with research, scanning and especially with the Church of Latter Day Saints 

Family Search Program. 

I mentioned Flo’s sense of humour before: well who can forget the night she turned up at our 

meeting prior to leaving for overseas, with dozens of bags, cases, etc  to show us how to pack and 

what to take overseas. Then we had the Queens’ night after we arrived back with Flo receiving the 

‘key to the clock tower’ award for her capacity to pack bags into bags into bags!   

We wish Flo all the best in her decision to relocate to Melbourne. We will miss her greatly and we 

hope that she will come back often to visit us.    (Courtesy Raylee Schultz) 

Right: Flo demonstrates the packing techniques she recommends 

for overseas travel! 

Above: Flo receiving the key to the clock tower at the “Queen’s 

Night.” 
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Society News 

Guest speakers over the past few months have been most 

interesting.  

Those present at the February meeting were treated to a 

discussion of the history of the Mildura Fire Brigade by brothers, Ian and Peter Bishop. The 

Mildura Fire Brigade commenced in 1904 in old Council buildings but in 1913, it moved to 

the Langtree Avenue site where it remained until 1977. The next move was to Orange 

Avenue and it is proposed that another move will take place in the next 12-18 months to a 

site in San Mateo Avenue. 

Ian Bishop is the longest serving member of the MFB, having been a member since 1959 

with over 50 years of service. Ten members have over 25 years of service. 

Ian and Peter’s grandfather was one of the earliest members of the brigade, which means 

that there has been almost 100 years of continuous service by the Bishop family with the 

MFB. Grandfather retired at 75.  

They described the changes in practices over the years and equipment as well as the 

means of alerting members that they were required to assist at a fire. Much fun has been 

had over the years at the Fire Brigade Demonstration Competitions, and the hose reels 

used in these were used in fire fighting 100 years ago. The bell in front of the current fire 

station is the original bell from 1903! 

Mildura is an ‘integrated’ station which means that volunteer fighters are supported by staff 

fire-fighters. 

The March meeting was similarly treated to an enlightening discussion about military 

memorabilia, especially medals by Stephan Hawkes, who has been collecting medals since 

he was a teenager. He brought along some very rare medals which he has purchased and 

told the stories of their previous owners, One group of medals belonged to John Thomas 

Newton who was born in July 1873 and served in the Boer War. Stephan said there were 

no Boer war records before Federation but local papers often provide enlightening 

information about the soldiers 

as farewell and welcome 

home gatherings would make 

the news. The Horsham 

paper wrote up the farewell to 

Mr J Newton. 

Stephan answered a large 

number of questions from the 

audience and passed around 

some rare and interesting 

examples of his collection.  



 

 

V o l u m e  1 1  N o .   2           P a g e  7  

July Annual General Meeting Mildura Rural City Council CEO 

August 1 Helen Stagg Education of the children on Murray River Lock 

construction sites . 

September 5 Shirley Midlin Cobb & Co  

October 3 Lyn Grant + others Shipping records in our library & how to 

use 
November 7 Ross Lake Family History  

December Christmas Party  

M&DGS meetings for 2011      Subject to change. 

 

 

 

 

Does anyone have any experience with employing overseas or Australian  

researchers that they would like to share? Relative costs and pitfalls or "be 
prepared for" factors encountered in their experience would be appreciated. 
This may be of assistance to other members. Please contact the editor if you 
do. 

Gratitude to: Raylee Shultz for ongoing work in 

the area of successful grant applications which 

helps our society thrive. 

Thanks to Lyn Grant who consistently labours 

away with her erstwhile Projects Team on the 

Cemetery Project amongst many other things. 

Thank You so much!! 
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The May meeting was extremely well attended, as the topic was of  

interest to many members: How to trace your Irish Ancestry.  

Lyn Grant firstly showed the resources we have in our Library on Irish sources, and 

Leanne Watmuff then presented a comprehensive talk on tracing Irish Family History. 

One of the websites she recommended was  

http://www.irish-genealogy-toolkit.com/ 

This website is well worth a look and you will find below some information found there 

which may get you started.  

The National Library of Ireland is also worth a look:  

http://www.nli.ie/en/family-history-links.aspx 

As is the Public Record Office of Northern Ireland (PRONI) 

http://www.proni.gov.uk/     

UK and Ireland Genealogy can be found at: 

http://www.genuki.org.uk/ 

Start researching your family history in Ireland (http://www.irish-genealogy-

toolkit.com/) Irish genealogy for beginners. Where to dig for Irish roots. 

Even to start researching your family history in Ireland can 

seem absolutely daunting. It shouldn’t. Irish genealogy really 

isn’t as difficult as it might appear, nor as difficult as some 

people might have told you. There are many, many more 

sources of information than you have probably been led to 

believe.  

Sure, a lot of priceless records were lost in the 1922 fire at 

the Public Records Office in Dublin, but an awful lot of other 

sources were not stored there and have survived.  

That doesn’t mean finding your ancestors is as easy as ABC; 

it just means most people can throw at least some light on 

their Irish roots when they start looking. So where to start?  

Start with yourself and work backwards. Write down as much information as you 

already have about your parents, your grandparents and your grandparents' parents. 

Verify your sources as you go. You'll immediately see the gaps in your knowledge.  

Talk to your relatives. First of all, ask your oldest relatives for their memories of the 

family. Then move on to younger ones who may have heard stories or might remember 

Irish Roots. 
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some pertinent details about your Irish roots. Start with some clearly focussed questions 

but allow your relatives to reminisce – you might pick up some gems in the process.   

Find your ancestor's place of origin in Ireland. For many family historians this can be 

the biggest hurdle to connecting with their Irish roots. If you already know the townland 

(an Irish land division) where your ancestors used to live, congratulations! If you know 

only that they came from Ireland or that they came from a specific county, your task will 

be to pin down this all-important location.  

Deal only with facts. Family legends can be a source of guidance but are rarely 100% 

accurate. The ‘chartered accountant’ may turn out to have been a clerk in an accounts 

office. The ‘ancestral farm’ may have been a simple hovel with a few square metres of 

potato patch outside. Stirring tales of daring-do and selfless kindness have probably been 

much embellished over the years and, while there is often at least a grain of truth to these 

stories, they should not dictate the entire course of your research into your Irish roots.  

Be prepared. You are likely to find one or two skeletons in the cupboard once you start 

researching your family history. Accept that the truth may be somewhat less attractive 

than its telling in family tales, and be honest in your recording.  

Develop a research plan. Think about which lines to follow. You have two parents, four 

grandparents, eight great-grandparents and so on. You have to draw the line somewhere! 

Decide which branch of your Irish roots you are going to study. It’s traditional to follow the 

male line from your father and the female line from your mother (which is always more 

tricky than the paternal route), but it’s entirely up to you. Just choose one line for now. 

You can return to start another line at a later date.  

Record your data. You're going to accumulate huge amounts of information from a 

variety of sources and will soon find it impossible to retain it all in your head. Get in the 

habit of carefully recording every piece of new data as you uncover it. There will be times 

in the future you'll be so glad you did!  

Get organised. If you scribble down notes on scraps of paper, you're going to lose 

valuable data. You really need to approach your family history research in an orderly 

fashion.  

Don’t be too ambitious. For the majority of us with Irish ancestors, searching for our 

Irish roots leads us to poor, landless labourers. As such, their lives were not well 

documented and, where records do survive, they are unlikely to date from much before 

1800 at best. For many, the first half of the 19th century will be as far back as you can go.   

 

 

 

 

 

    

 

 

Our library has just purchased Irish Research on the Internet. This book offers new 
and exciting ways to research your Irish ancestors using the latest Internet  
resources and techniques. Discover how to use the Internet to access material  
previously only available in libraries, archives, newspaper libraries and local (cont) 



 

 

images that appear to be 

out of context. 

Microsoft Publisher in-

cludes thousands of clip art 

images from which you can 

choose and import into your 

newsletter. There are also 

several tools you can use to 

draw shapes and symbols. 

Once you have chosen an 

image, place it close to the 

This story can fit 75-125 

words. 

Selecting pictures or graph-

ics is an important part of 

adding content to your 

newsletter. 

Think about your article and 

ask yourself if the picture 

supports or enhances the 

message you’re trying to 

convey. Avoid selecting 

article. Be sure to place the 

caption of the image near 

the image. 

Caption describing picture 
or graphic. 

I n s i d e  S t o r y  H e a d l i n e  

                                               P a g e  1 0  

history collections. This fully searchable material (most of it free) opens up new and 
unprecedented search possibilities. 
 
This book explains what is available, how to find it and how best to use it. This easy to 
use book is suitable for beginners and experienced researchers. Use it to start your 
research, expand on what you know or to find new ways to trace those elusive Irish 
ancestors. 
 
You will find further details including the Table of Contents at www.coraweb.com.au/irishdetails.htm  

The Grapeline, March 2011 featured a group portrait of First World War soldiers of  F Company, 8th 

Battalion, with the question “Do you know what happened to Bugler Phillip Joseph Palmer?  

 

                Found - The Story of Bugler Phillip Joseph Palmer of Mildura 

 
Merbein historian Max Whiting, author of the book They Battled for Birdwood records the details of 

the 21 men who pioneered the First Soldier Settlement in the Sunraysia area in 1917. 

 

Phillip Joseph Palmer was one of the successful applicants to apply for a homestead allotment thrown 

open to returned soldiers in the Merbein, Mid-area situated on the eastern boundary of the original 

Merbein settlement.  He was allocated Block 12.  He had been discharged as medically unfit on the 1st 

March 1916, following his return to Australia on the Troopship ‘Lincoln’ from active service.   

 

Phil was 21 years of age when he’d enlisted at Mildura on the 19th August 1914.  He’d joined the 8th 

Battalion as a bugler and embarked for overseas on the 19th October 1914.  A gunshot wound to his 

right hand saw him transferred from the Field Ambulance Station at “w” Beach, Gallipoli on the 10th 

May 1915 to the Hospital Ship ‘Galeka’ subsequently being transferred to another hospital ship, the 

‘Franconian’. Records show he was later admitted to No. 1 A.G.H. with a sprained knee on the 8th 

June 1915. Sadly Phil’s brother Rupert was killed in action at Gallipoli. 

 

Many of the returned soldiers were recovering from war wounds, but they worked co-operatively with 

each other to clear the whole 350 acres of the Merbein, Mid-area allocation and take full advantage of 

the concessions offered in water ratings.  It was suggested that if well planted, the area should be 

producing grapes and giving the owner a comfortable living in five years.     

 

However Phil did not live on the block very long.  He built a house on the land, but lived in Mildura 

after he married and commuted in a T Model Ford to work the block, eventually returning to his trade 

as a carpenter.  The block was worked by a contractor.  

 

In 1923 Phil  married Jessie Margaret Pegler, a daughter of  well known pastoralists in the region.  

They were to become the parents of 4 sons, 3 of whom survived to adulthood.  Their eldest son R H 

(Dick) Palmer was to settle on a grazing property in the Ivanhoe district of New South Wales after 

active service in the Second World War.  Phil also enlisted in the Second World War, serving in 

Northern Australia. 

 

 Phillip Joseph Palmer died in 1959 in Melbourne, aged 65 years.  Mrs Palmer lived to the grand age of 

101 years.  She died in 1998. Many of their descendants still live and work on the land in the grazing 

area to the north east of Mildura in the Western Division of New South Wales.  

##The bugle is a treasured family possession, with some of the younger members of the family 

endeavouring to emulate the musical ability of their great grandfather.   (Courtesy Joyce Ablett)  
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Can you help? Who is the man on the right? 
This photo which belongs to the Mildura Historical Society is of interest because of the 
medals the men are wearing. Among his medals, the man on the left, thought to be Percy 
Lay, has the Military Cross, the Distinguished Conduct Medal and the Military Medal. The 
man in the centre is Captain Augustine Bernard Lodge DSO. The man on the right is 
wearing a Distinguished Service Order and Military Cross and also has done service in 
India post WW1 as he is wearing an Indian General Service Medal. By the style of their 
clothes, the photo appears to have been taken post 1935.   

Companions of the Distinguished Service Order are entitled to use the post-nominal letters "DSO". A gold 

bar ornamented by the Crown may be issued to DSO holders performing a further act of such leadership 

which would have merited award of the DSO.[7] 

Welcome to new members who have joined in the last twelve 

months: Katrina Allen, Doug Comrie, Judy Comrie, Diane 

Davison, Diana Dawkins, Maree Dyer, Judith Hall, Richard Honner, Richard Miller, Sheryl 

Rhode, Robert Shaw, Kim Smith, Jan Stewart, Ann Ziguras and Bronwyn Zrna. We hope 

you are enjoying access to the library and computer resources and tapping into the wealth 

of knowledge shared by our members through their own family research. Welcome to any 

members who I have inadvertently omitted. Please let me know so I can include you and 

your research names in the next bulletin. 

Victorian streets to be named 

after ANZACS, 25 April 2010 

To mark the centenary on 25 April 

2015 of the first ANZAC landing at 

Gallipoli, a geographic naming 

pilot project has been established 

in Victoria to commemorate men 

and women who have served in 

an operational capacity with the 

Australian Defence Forces. 

Jointly managed by the Office of 

Geographic Names (DSE), 

VicRoads and the Veterans Unit 

(Department of Planning and 

Community Development), the 

naming project is guided by a 

Geographic Place Names 

Advisory Committee. The 

committee will establish a process 

for developing ANZAC 

commemorative naming 

proposals by municipal councils 

with assistance from local interest 

groups and schools. Final 

proposals will be considered for 

registration by the advisory 

committee and the Registrar of 

Geographic Names. 

Left to Right: Percy Lay, Captain Augustine Bernard Lodge and ????? Do you 

know who the third man is? Email me on jessica195415@yahoo.com.au 
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Can you help? 
Our research ladies would like to hear from anyone has information on the following people, 

1. Gertrude Jean Murray, was married to John Thomas Irwin and they lived at Broken Hill. They 

had one daughter, Valerie Jean, and then  they parted in 1938-9. Gertrude with her daughter came 

to live in Mildura, but Valerie returned to Broken Hill to live. Gertrude lived with her partner, 

Alexander George, at 214,  12th St. Mildura.  ‘Last heard of’ was on the 1954 electoral roll. If she 

was still living today she would be 96 years old. Her daughter Valerie needs to know what  

happened to her mother. 

 

2. Have you heard of William Douglas Rohan Groves born England in 1895 and who lived in Vic-

toria from 1924 to 1940 before going to Tasmania? 

 

3. Warren Olson from New Zealand is trying to trace his grandfather, John August Olson, who 

was born in Mildura in 1891. His father was John Andrew Olson and his mother was Clara Louise 

Ritting. They shifted to New Zealand around the time of World War 1. 

 If you can help with information please contact Thelma on 03 50233541 or at 

<thelmabock@hotmail.com>, or June on 03 50232837. 

 

Missing Family Bible: 
The family bible belonging to Arthur and Florence Rains has been lost. Handed down to Sid Rains 

on his father’s death in 1959, it’s last known whereabouts was with Sid’s widow Bonnie Rains 

who later remarried. Inside the Bible was inscribed valuable family history. If anyone knows the 

whereabouts of this bible please contact the editor on jessica195415@yahoo.com.au or phone 03 

50212433. 
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Whitney/Witney :  

Lists of BDM from St. Catherine’s House London for Whitney/ Witney. If anyone has 

these names in their family and would like these, or know of anyone who is searching 

these names, they are welcome  to them.  

June Greatz is happy to send them for the cost of the postage. Phone 0350232837 

Need a quick recipe for the next meeting? June recommends the CWA Scone Mix. Some 

of the proceeds goes to CWA work. :) 

 

R o s t e r  J u n e  t o  A u g u s t  2 0 1 1  
  

Duty Roster 

Thanks to the members who regularly ‘man’ the society rooms so that our research 

can take place. The roster is published on our website but may change at short 

notice. Kaylene is keen to hear from new volunteers who are willing to be on a ‘shift.’ 

The more there are, the less often the ‘turns’ come round. It’s a great chance to 

meet new people, familiarise yourself with the amazing library of resources we have 

and help others at the same time. You will probably get some of your own research 

done while you are there. Phone Kaylene on (03) 5021 4763. 

date Monday date Tues date Wed date Sat 
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Correction and apology: In the March edition of the Grapeline, on the Library Acquisitions 

Page 14, the following books: 

 

Australia's First Century 1788 - 1888 

Non Sismo Arrivati leeri: Lineamenti Di Storia Dekk'emigrazione in Australia Dagli Inizi Alla  

Seconda Guerra Mondiale 

We Didn't Arrive Yesterday: Outline of the History of the Italian Migration  

 

were actually donated by Doug Comrie. Sincere apologies for this error and grateful thanks 

Doug for your donation. 
 BOOKS 

 Donated by: Thelma Bock 

 J Gottfried Schilling: Persecution, Peace, Pioneering 1838 - 1988 

 Donated by:  Carol Follett 

 The Great Jubilee Book 

Donated by: June Greatz 

 The Waterholes: A History of Drysdale on the Bellarine 

 Donated by: Lilian Guilis 

 Mildura High School: A Scholars' History: of interest to ex-students & general  

public of Mildura & district 1912 - 1943 (includes scholars' history 1944 - 1970) 

Purchased: 

 Irish Records: sources for family and local history 

The families of County Clare Ireland 

Irish Research on the Internet 

 The progress of Swan Hill and District, the heart of irrigation settlement: Introducing 

Ultima, Lake Boga, Nyah, etc.  A great wheat, wood and dairying centre. 

 Cd-roms 

 Purchased:  

 Index of wills & marriage licences for Dublin Diocese up to 1800 

 Index to changes of name 1760-1901 for UK and Ireland 

 Ireland's Royal Garrison Artillery: militia attestations index 

 Medical Directory for Ireland, 1852 

 

 Donated by:   

Sale & District Family History Group 

 Sale Memorial Cemetery: photographic register 
 

Remember: Contributions welcome to this, your magazine! You are entitled to free research 

inquiries as a member. Perhaps write up your family story, or an aspect of the hunt that you have 

found particularly fruitful. jessica195415@yahoo.com.au 

 

Library Acquisitions 
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T H E  M I L D U R A  &  D I S T R I C T   
G E N E A L O G I C A L  S O C I E T Y  I n c .  

A002391P Founded 1978 

Carnegie Centre, 74 Deakin Ave. 

P.O. Box 2895, Mildura 3502 

Telephone (03) 5022 0172 

 

Email:milduragenealogy@gmail.com 

www.rootsweb.ancestry.com/~ausmdgs/ 

President Graeme Butler (03) 5024 3986 

Vice Pres. Barry Adams (03) 5023 2751 

Secretary Fay Mannes (03) 50245209 

Treasurer Malcolm Williams (03) 5027 4591 

Librarian Lyn Grant 03) 5023 6753 

Research Thelma Bock (03) 50233541 

Ass. Research June Greatz (03) 5023 2837 

Newsletter Editor Helen Stagg (03) 5021 2433 

Reviewer Lyn Grant (03) 5023 6753 

Public Officer Kaylene Charles (03) 5021 4763 

Webmaster Flo Carruthers  

Carnegie 

Centre Rep. Kaylene Charles (03) 5021 4763 

Malcolm Williams (03) 5027 4591, Barry Adams (03) 
5023 2751 

Catering Ann Newberry (03) 5024 1417 

Membership Joining Fee $10: Ordinary $22, 

Concession $16.50; Joint $33, Badge Fee $10 

 

Portland Family History Group is a small but busy Family 

History Group who do not publish a journal but are willing 

to help with research enquiries from people researching 

family in their area. 

Address: PO Box 409, Portland, Vic 

Email: historyhouse@glenelg.vic.gov.au 

MEMBERSHIP BENEFITS:MEMBERSHIP BENEFITS:MEMBERSHIP BENEFITS:MEMBERSHIP BENEFITS:----    

Free use of library. 

Receive quarterly Newsletter. 

Free research queries published in Newsletter. 

Meetings:- Ist Monday of month except January 

and December, 7.30 p.m Carnegie Centre. 

Library Hours:- 

Monday, Tuesday, Wednesday: 11.00am-4.00pm 

Saturday 11.00am-4.00pm 

Library Fees:- $5.00 for non members per day 

Photocopying A4 10c Colour  20c 

Grapeline DEADLINES pub. March, June, September and December. 

# 15th February 1st Quarter March Issue # 15th May 2nd Quarter June Issue # 15th August 3rd Quarter September Issue 

# 15th November 4th Quarter December Issue 

Members are invited to submit stories of interest, enquiries re their research, or questions about research for inclusion in our Journal. 

Material needs to be received by the deadline as above to be included in the next available issue. 

Meringur Pioneer Village 25th Open Day Sunday 2 October 2011. Special day 

with working village theme. Contact Heather Yates on 0350281202 or 0428132741 or  

Margaret Turvey on 50231607  



 

 

We’re on the web: 

http://www.rootsweb.ancestry.com/~ausmdgs/ 

The M&DGS Inc. gratefully 

acknowledges the contribution of 

Mr Peter Crisp 

Member for Mildura 

whose office has printed this newsletter, 

free of all cost, as a community service. 
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