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e d i t o r i a l

Happy New Year Readers! I trust that you enjoyed the Christmas celebrations and
welcomed in 2012 with a smile and hope for a wonderful year.
In December, the M&DGS once more invited the Mildura Historical Society to join
for a Christmas celebration and break-up. The organising duo, Anne Newberry and
Annette Traeger did a fantastic job arranging the catering and the decorations as well
as organising the Christmas raffles, games and quizzes. It was the first such gathering
I had attended in the group and I had a great night. Enormous amounts of work goes
in behind the scenes to ensure the smooth running of such an occasion and we owe a
huge vote of thanks to Anne and Annette and others who helped in any way. The
raffle winners were:
1st Prize Hamper: Marian Hassett, 2nd Prize Hamper: Sue & Kevin Clarke, 3rd
Prize Hamper: Annette Traeger, 4th Prize Hamper: Gloria Pugh, 5th Prize Crochet
Rug: Raylee Schultz, 6th Prize $25 Target Gift Voucher: Helen Butler, 7th Prize Gift
box of 3 doz Christmas Mince Pies & Chaffey Trail 2012 Calendar: Jennifer
Fotheringham, 8th Prize Christmas Cushion: Anne Newberry, 9th Prize bottle of
McDougal Sauvignon Blanc: Wendy Adams. Congratulations to all the winners and
thank you to all those who donated prizes and sold tickets.
The year has started well with a most entertaining and interesting presentation by
Shirley Medlin on the history of Cobb and Co. Well over 50 people were in
attendance, which is a marvellous number. At the April meeting Ian Bishop will speak
about stamps and Graeme O’Neill is the speaker at the May meeting. Brian Bleeser
and Eddie Lloyd are scheduled for the June and July meetings to share their family’s
long association with Mildura.
Also there is a special meeting 23 April with Dr Annita Maksymowicz from Poland.
I n s i d e
S t o r y
H e a d l i n e
She will be presenting
at the 13th Australasian
Congress
on Genealogy and Heraldry
in Adelaide and we are fortunate to have her speak to us in Mildura. See separate
article
about
this
event on
page
This story
can fit
75-125
images
that4.
appear to be
article. Be sure to place the
words.

out of context.

caption of the image near
the image.

AtSelecting
our February
we officially
pictures or meeting,
graphMicrosoft
Publisher in-thanked Thelma Bock who is retiring from her
ics as
is an
important part
of
cludesthe
thousands
of clip artSee article page 5.
role
research
officer
with
M&DGS.
adding content to your
newsletter.

images from which you can
choose and import into your
newsletter. There are also
several tools you can use to
draw shapes and symbols.

Feel free to send me items
Think about your article and
jessica195415@yahoo.com.au
ask yourself if the picture
enhances
the family searching,
Tillsupports
next ortime,
Happy
message you’re trying to
convey. Avoid selecting

Helen Stagg

of

Once you have chosen an
image, place it close to the

interest

for

the

Grapeline

Caption describing picture
or graphic.

at

Volume 12 No.

1

Page 3

Library Acquisitions
DONATED BY:

ANONYMOUS

ALWAYS GOING FORWARD: CELEBRATING 100 YEARS OF FISHERS STORES
DONATED BY: BILL BURNS
BAREFOOT THROUGH THE BINDIES: GROWING UP IN NORTH QUEENSLAND IN THE EARLY 1900'S
DONATED BY: CHRIS CELEGON
A FORTUNATE LOCALITY: A HISTORY OF NOARLUNGA AND DISTRICT
CRADLE OF ADVERSITY: A HISTORY OF THE WILLUNGA DISTRICT
DONATED BY: V. L. DEDMAN
A MAN CALLED POSSUM: THE MYSTERY MAN WHO BECAME A LEGEND
DONATED BY: JUNE GREATZ
MANANGATANG
TRINITY LUTHERAN COLLEGE 2010
DONATED BY: JUNE GREATZ & ELAINE KRANJC
GEELONG 1850
HOTELS, PUBS & INNS OF THE GEELONG COUNTRY DISTRICTS
DONATED BY: PHILIP MACALLUM
VILLAGE PIONEER: THE LIFE AND TIMES OF IRIS WOOLRICH OF OLINDA 1894 - 1993
DONATED BY: MARGARET WILLSMORE
EMBRACING OUR MALLEE HERITAGE: A CENTENARY CELEBRATION OF UNDERBOOL & DISTRICT
1911 - 2011
PURCHASED
BURRA: A PHOTOGRAPHIC JOURNEY
COPPER BROUGHT THEM HERE: A COLLECTION OF CITATIONS OF THE DISTRICT'S PIONEERS
BURIED IN THE DADINA, MOONTA & WALLAROO CEMETERIES 2000-2011
ORROROO: RENDEZVOUS OF THE MAGPIE
THE WORKS OF FRANK TRELOAR: BURRA'S FIRST HISTORIAN
HEIMAT MELBOURNE: A HISTORY OF THE GERMAN SPEAKING COMMUNITY OF MELBOURNE 1855
TO 1865
FROM HAMBURG TO HOBSONS BAY: GERMAN EMIGRATION TO PORT PHILLIP (AUSTRALIA FELIX)
1848 - 51
M.D.G.S. PROJECT
MILDURA & DISTRICT GENEALOGICAL SOCIETY INC.: MEMBERSHIP ARCHIVES
NORTH WEST FUNERALS BURIAL RECORDS INDEX 4TH MARCH, 2002 TO 13TH SEPTEMBER, 2011

Have you been into the Mildura and Genealogical Society Library lately?
Did you know that you can search the library catalogue online?
Give it a try and check out the website while you are there. You can see the roster and
previous editions of the Grapeline.
http://www.rootsweb.ancestry.com/~ausmdgs/
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Upcoming International Speaker at M&DGS
Dr. Anitta Maksymowicz is a historian and the curator of the
Muzeum Ziemi Lubuskiej, Zielona Gόra, Poland. She will be
one of the international speakers at the forthcoming 13th
Australasian Congress on Genealogy & Heraldry to be held
at the Adelaide Convention Centre 28-31 March 2012.
www.congress2012.org.au
Anitta’s interest and research have been focussed on her
area of the Old Prussian borderlands of Brandenburg, Silesia, and Posen
Province.
In the mid 1800s a wave of emigration from Anitta’s area of study had a
direct influence on the establishment of South Australia. In 2007 Anitta held
an exhibition entitled Between fear and hope: The Emigration from the
present-day Lubuska Land (the former borderland of Brandenburg, Silesia,
and Greater Poland-Posen Province) to Australia in the 19th Century. She
received help from a number of Australians who sent her information and
articles for display. Some Australians were able to visit this exhibition in
Zielona Gόra and she looks forward to meeting them during her visit. This
exhibition was so successful it also went to Germany.
Anitta has written a book ‘Emigration from the Brandenburg-Silesian-Posen
borderland to South Australia in the 19th Century’, which has now been
published in English and is available through Lutheran Archives.
The Polish people in the communities of Klępsk, the former Klemzig, Zielona
Gόra, formerly Grünberg, and the town of Sulechów, formerly Züllichau,
encouraged by Anitta, have embraced the emigration history of their area
with enthusiasm. Since WWII the cemeteries of the abandoned German
communities have been left derelict and forgotten, but in recent years
various Polish communities like the Catholic parish of Nekla have made
commendable efforts to restore them.
Are you researching Indigenous Australians?
The State Library of NSW has helpful information:
Indigenous Australians research guide.
This research guide provides the best websites, articles, books, online databases and catalogues sourced and verified by the library experts.
Go to Indigenous Australians research guide.
http://www.sl.nsw.gov.au/research_guides/indigenous/fam_history/index.html
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“Why & How did they leave their homeland?
Practical aspects of 19th Century emigration from Prussia to Australia.”

YOU ARE
INVITED!

The Mildura & District Genealogical Society invites you to attend a talk to be given by Dr Anitta to be
held at the Carnegie Centre 74 Deakin Ave Mildura, Monday 23rd April at 7.00pm.
Dr Anitta will be a speaker at the 13th Australasian Congress on Genealogy & Heraldry to be held in Adelaide
28th – 31st March 2012.
Anitta will be visiting friends in Mildura prior to the conference and has accepted our invitation to speak at
the Carnegie Centre.
Anitta’s talk will cover German Genealogy giving us some practical hints on researching our ancestors in
Germany. She will present to us a wide background of why and how they came to emigrate in the 1800’s.
For further information please contact
Raylee Ph 0350238778 or Email raylees@hotkey.net.au

Thank you Thelma!
Thelma Bock has been a member of our
Society for over 30 years. In 1982 a short time
after Thelma joined, she took on the role of the
Society Research Officer and has continued in
that position ever since. Thelma’s interest in
family research spans many years. She has a
wealth of knowledge of local and family
history and has made many friends who share
her interests.
Thelma has handled all the research enquiries
that have come into the Genealogy Library by
post over those years and in more recent times,
by email.
She has pleased many people with answers to
their research queries as well as being a great
support to all members of the M&DGS.
Thelma is now 'handing over the reins' as
research officer. We thank Thelma very much
for her help and friendship over the years and look forward to still seeing her at the
Carnegie Centre.
As a tribute to her hard work, the Index of the research inquiries will be named ‘The Thelma
Bock Index.’
Over the years, June Greatz has also done great work as Thelma’s
Assistant. Thanks June!
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Lyn Grant compiled these data sheets from the Mildura Cemetery Project completed at
end of 2011. They are truly testament to the enormous task undertaken by Lyn and her
Projects Group over many years. The graphs speak for themselves if you examine them
closely. The above table shows the breakdown of all the entries by religion in the
Mildura cemetery database. The graph below gives a breakdown of the headstone photos
by religion.
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The above graph shows a breakdown of the ages of the people at death, for
example, 2007 people under 1 year old are buried at the Nichols Point cemetery.
The graph below indicates the number of burials between certain dates.
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MY SMALL BUT FASCINATING TITANIC
CONNECTION by Kaye Page
When RMS Titanic, built in Belfast, sailed on her maiden voyage on 10 April 1912,
she was hailed as the 'new wonder of the world'. The largest and most luxuriously
appointed ship ever seen and a remarkable feat of Edwardian engineering and
craftsmanship.
From being a rather undesirable place to visit, Belfast, the capital city of Northern
Ireland, in 2012, is climbing towards the top of the travel to-do list, especially
becoming a focus for those keen to mark the 100th anniversary of the Titanic.
Belfast has a rich maritime history and a long and distinct pedigree in building ships
of elegance, grace and power. On a visit to Belfast, you can take a walking tour
through the Titanic Quarter and immerse yourself in the fact and the fiction that
surrounds the Titanic. You can learn about Harland & Wolff, the firm that built
not only the Titanic but up to 70 proud ships for the White Star line alone. Many
descendants of the passengers and crew as well as those involved in building the
Titanic will be involved in the anniversary.
A small, but, fascinating association for me, is that my father Matthew Henry
Hamilton was born in a small village a few miles north west of Belfast, Northern
Ireland just two weeks before the Titanic sank. Born on his father's farm in
Ballybracken, a small townland near Ballyclare and around 20 kms from Belfast.
Matthew was the fifth son and eighth of nine children (one of whom did not
survive infancy) of Andrew and Mary Ann (Burnim) Hamilton.
When he was three, the family decided to emigrate to Australia, choosing Mildura
in the North West of the State of Victoria to settle in, where Andrew's brother,
James Alexander Hamilton was living, having settled there in 1888 just twelve
months after William Chaffey had taken possession of land to establish an irrigation
settlement. James Alexander had also successfully applied for land in the first
allocation at near by Merbein.
Matthew (called Matt) and his family embarked in London aboard the ship
Commonwealth to travel to Australia and took up two cabins for the voyage.
Despite the outbreak of World War 1 little attempt was made to gear the shipping
industry to wartime conditions but, they arrived safely in Melbourne in March
1915, from where they traveled by train to Mildura.
Due to an inherited illness, Matt's father was not able to help the family settle in
Mildura, but by then, the older children were of an age to help their mother .The
eldest son, John, who was employed as a carpenter by Treadwells of Merbein, built
a house for her in Tenth Street. John and another brother James wasted no time in
enlisting to serve in the war and both served in France.
Matt had a fairly care free childhood and at an early age, developed a life long love
of horses and soon learnt to ride. John and James and their sister Agnes's husband
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Tom Robertson, were allocated soldier settlement blocks at Red Cliffs following their return
from the war and Matt spent a lot of his time with them and their children. In the 1930's he
owned a race horse he named 'Earlcourt' and often recalled racing at the track on the Merbein
Common. For a time he acted as Clerk of the Course.
Employed as a baker with Cowards, Matthew was keen to enlist when World War 2 broke out.
Around then, he became engaged to Beryl Harrison, daughter of Harry and Mildred (Gadd)
Harrison. The couple had met through their love of horses and were members of the Mildura
Hunt Club. On 27 October 1939 he enlisted in Mildura. As Signalman, No VX4661 with the 6 th
Australian Div. Signals, he served six years in the army, with 701 days overseas. He and Berry
married at St Peters Church in Glenelg on the 2 June 1942 whilst he was stationed in Adelaide,
South Australia. Sadly, a son born in Mildura to the couple in May 1943, only lived a few hours,
but, on a happier note they went on to have two daughters and a son.
Following the death of his mother in 1946, Matt and
Beryl purchased her house in Tenth Street where they
lived for many years. His family, especially his mother,
ensured he learnt about his Irish heritage and he
delighted his children and grandchildren with stories of
Leprechauns and other Irish legends. He always had a
dream of returning to Ireland, but, couldn't afford to and
then later in life when he could have, he was not well
enough to make the trip. His two daughters realised this
dream by visiting the beautiful Irish countryside where
he was born, as well as Belfast, many years later.

Matthew Henry Hamilton in uniform.

Matt's life was fairly typical of family life in the 1950's
and 60's. He enjoyed tending his vegetable garden and
playing cards of an evening at the weekends with
friends as well as going on picnics and camping near the
river. During the 1950's he coached the Mildura South
Football Team under 16's.

In later years he spent much time camping at his sister and brother in law's property on the
Darling River where he enjoyed fishing. He was renowned for cooking his catch coated in a
delicious batter, the recipe for which he would never devolve. He took his grandsons with him at
the weekends and taught them many bush survival skills.

Matt passed away in Mildura on 6 July 1987 – he didn't have any claim to fame - he
wasn't famous, rich or a brilliant sportsman, and the anniversary of his birth will not
be remembered with the fanfare of the Titanic, but he did his best in life and his
descendants remember him with love and pride.
Sources: Hamilton

Family members, www.gotobelfast.com, Herald Sun 'Escape' 1 January 2012, WW2 Nominal Roll
online, State Library of Victoria
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A fascinating look at the past... with ABC Open.
ABC Open is running free workshops showing people how they can
contribute to the project called Now and Then. This is where you create a
window into the past by photographing an old photo in its current setting.
The workshops will be about bringing a photo in that you think will work for
the project, learn the best approach to taking the photo, go out on location
to take the photo and then get taken through how to load the photos up to
the internet so they can join the Now and Then project online.
A selection of the resulting photos will most likely be exhibited in Mildura.
You don’t need any computer or photography skills – as ABC Open
producer, Lara van Raay, will take you through the whole thing step by step.
This is a great way to recapture the past and really showcase what Mildura
and the surrounds used to look like in a fun and new way.
For more information about ABC Open and Now and Then go to
www.abc.net.au/open or call Lara van Raay on 03 5022 4516
For a direct link to Now and Then - http://open.abc.net.au/projects/now-andthen-series-2-44un7gn/#/about

These are just some examples from
the project.
Delve into your old photo albums
and see what you could do with the
help of Lara Van Raay.
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Lyn Grant kindly supplied some interesting bits and
pieces relating to the Nichols Point Cemetery.
Victorian Government Gazette, 25th October, 1889.
Page 3640
CEMETERY TRUSTEES: The Governor with the advice of
the Executive Council, has been pleased to make the following appointments, viz: William Henry Neville, Frank Joseph
Noble, John Williams, Charles Trevatt and John Dundas, to
be Trustees of the Public Cemetery at Mildura.
I found mention in the Cultivator, 19 Dec. 1889, that the
Secretary was instructed to write to Messrs Chaffey Bros
asking if they had decided on the site, in order that the matter
of fencing might be preceded with. On receiving their reply,
a meeting will be convened of the trustees to take any steps
necessary.
Victorian Government Gazette, 26th June, 1891. Page
2748
Mildura Cemetery: Resignations have been accepted for the
following: William Henry Neville, John Dundas, Frank Joseph Noble, John Williams and Charles Trevatt.
Victorian Government Gazette, 7th April, 1898. Page
1333 Land Temporarily reserved from sale etc. Mildura
Site for new cemetery: Twenty one acres, one rood fifteen
perches and a half, County of Karkarooc, Parish of Mildura.
Commencing at a point bearing N 45o 16’ E, thirty seven
chains from the intersection of the north-east side of First
Street and the north-west side of Koorlong Avenue: bounded
thence by Koorlong Avenue bearing N 45o 16’ E fifteen
chains eighty links: and thence by lines bearing respectfully
N 44o 44’ W fifteen chains fifteen links S 45o 16’ W ten
chains seven links S 44o 44’ E six chains ten links to the
point of commencement. – (97-98/261 & 262) (97.C.2927)

The above article taken from
the TROVE archive, Burnie
Advocate 16 June 1954 p. 11
is possibly one of the most
unusual happenings at the
Mildura Cemetery

A Country School (from The Argus 28 March 1916, kindly submitted by Thelma Bock)
Last week I had the pleasure of seeing one of the most charming country schools
that it has as yet been my luck to visit. It was at Irymple, an outpost of Mildura, the
great irrigation settlement on the Murray, and is known as the Nichol's Point
School. The pride which the pupils and teacher took in their garden was obvious.
It was trim, well cultivated, and had come through a hot northern summer verdant
and beautiful. A large rotunda in the centre of the grounds was completely covered
with vines. The grapes had been gathered, and we saw the currants and raisins
which the pupils had cured from this season's crop. Attached to the school was a
fine swimming basin. Inside, as outside, everything was perfect, and on the walls I
saw many framed certificates including one of the A.N.A. prizes, which the school
had won with its gardens and their produce. They have several fine schools at
Mildura, but this was quite clearly the gem of the district.
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The tragic train crash in 1928 which claimed 6
lives at Irymple.
Flora Noyce alerted me to this sad story which touched so many local families.
The Capricornian, (Rockhampton, QLD, 1875-1929,) dated Thursday 29 March, 1928. (TROVE)
MELBOURNE, March 26. A terrible tragedy occurred at Irvmple, in the Mildura district, this
morning when a motor truck was run down by a special train while negotiating a level crossing.
Four persons were killed and five were injured, four of them very seriously. The killed and
injured were: — William Beauman, 21 of Red Cliffs, Ivy Moss, 18 shop assistant, Red Cliffs,
Colin Tickell, 15 of Red Cliffs and Joseph Lamont, 13, of Red Cliffs.
The injured were: Mrs., Lamont, widow, of Red Cliffs, fractured pelvis, abrasions and severe
shock; condition serious. Nancy Lamont, 10, fractured base of skull and abrasions; condition
critical. Lorna Lamont, 3, fractured skull and abrasions, condition critical, Percy Lamont,
compound fracture of right arm add head injuries, condition serious. Gladys Lamont, 12,
abrasions and severe shock.
The truck did not slacken speed when proceeding over the railway level crossing at Koorlong
Avenue, Irymple and when the truck was in the centre of the rails a special train struck it with a
resounding crash.
The level crossing is recognized throughout the district as being extremely dangerous. A
deviation from Fifteenth Street, leading into Koorlong Avenue, obstructs the view of the railway
line and great care is taken by residents in crossing the line. The driver of the train, John T. Giles,
said he sounded his whistle when about 200 yards from the crossing and again when 100 yards
away. From then on until the crash occurred the whistle was sounding. The train was travelling
at a speed of about 32 miles an hour. 'I just saw the motor flash past the engine. Then came the
crash,' said Mr. Giles. 'I jammed on the brakes and pulled up the engine within 130 yards. Upon
alighting I was confronted with a shocking sight.'
Nancy Lamont and Mrs. Lamont also died as a result of their injuries..
Seeking descendants or information on:
Ethel May Evans: Born 1899, Plymouth
UK. Married first to James Hamilton
Miller, 8 June 1917 – Presbyterian Church
Mildura (Both Ethel and James residing in
Merbein at time.) Second marriage to
Archibald Robinson. Children to this marriage: Laurel May Robinson – Died in
Mildura aged 1 in 1934, and Allan Edwin
Robinson.
Possible siblings of Archibald Robinson:
George Herbert, William Henry, and
Stanley. Ethel May listed on 1954 electoral
Roll as living Block 12 Merbein West.
Please contact: Kaye Page, 'phone 03 50236157 or
email: kaye.page@bigpond.com

Some websites you may like to try
Old ship photos: http://www.photoship.co.uk/
Old occupations http://scotsfamily.com/
occupations.htm
Index of Western Australia Obituaries from
Various Local and National Newspapers
http://www.genealogybuff.com/misc/
west_australia_obits8.htm
Irish Wattle ‐ exploring Australia’s Irish ancestry
http://irishwattle.com/
Online Australian Names (free)
http://www.onlinenames.net.au/
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Searching for Alfred Le Poer Taylor.
A family story by Elizabeth Janson.
The story began with a birth - Alfred P. Le Poer Taylor 1870 #21036 son of Sophia Le Poer
Trench and James Grant Taylor
Sue Rees wrote from England - I have just started to trace my family history. Alfred was my
grandfather married to Emily Gregg in 1916 and gave birth to a son Alfred Gregg Taylor (my
father) in Melbourne in 1917. We would like to know more.
Sue sent a copy of the original marriage certificate of Alfred Power La Poer Taylor and Emily
Gregg and a duplicate of her father's (Alfred Gregg Taylor) birth certificate which he applied for in
1932 when he wanted to get a passport to go to Canada. She wrote - what I really want to know is
when Alfred Power La Poer Taylor died and where - as I can track down his death certificate finding out what happened to him will solve a mystery - my grandmother Emily Taylor and my
father Alfred Gregg Taylor came back to England I think in 1920.– Did she leave my grandfather
or did he die from meningitis - the story they told my father?
And the wedding certificate tells of love with an unexpected
result. Alfred Power Le Poer Taylor, bachelor, born in
Ballarat, Victoria, contractor, aged 45, living at 12 Zairs
Avenue, South Yarra, married 14 Sep 1916 at 3 Cecil St,
Prahran, to Emily Gregg, Spinster, Dressmaker, aged 29, of
12 Zairs Avenue, South Yarra, Witnesses Frances Mary Le
Poer Anderson and Eva Jury. (Note – Frances is the oldest
sister of Albert, born 1859.)
The baby Alfred Gregg, male, born 9 April, 1917 at 60
Murray St, Prahran, son of Alfred Power LePoer Taylor,
contractor, 46, Castlemaine, Victoria, wed 14 Sep 1916 at
Prahran, Vic to Emily Taylor, formerly Gregg, 30, Southport,
England.
Sue said ‘Emily and my father came home to live at 2 Richmond Road, Birkdale, Southport,
Lancashire with her mother Emily Gregg and there she worked as a dressmaker and died 23rd
December 1938 of influenza - my father then lived with his grandmother until he married my
mother in 1944.’
Then we found the death cert - Alfred P. Le
Poer Taylor died at Mildura 1954 aged 84, son
of James Grant Taylor. Easy now – find the
grave and M&DGS has a very good map of
Mildura Cemetery, with the Taylor grave
marked.
I was able to see the neighbours of the Taylor
grave are Scase and Topp. Those tombstones I
did find, but unfortunately, there is bare earth
in the Taylor location.

Volume 12 No.

1

Page 14

Snippets of family history from Frances Bruce:
William Richardson Scott, 1852-1895, would have been the first engineer at
The ‘Billabong’ Pumping station which commenced operation in 1889. he was
married to Mary Jane Taylor (1864-1948) and they had three daughters, Alice,
b. 1888, Florence b. 1890, and Elizabeth b. 1893.
Tragically William drowned at Kings Billabong on 10 January 1895. The Mildura
Irrigationist expressed ‘regret for the death by drowning of Mr W Scott, ... The
deceased was exceedingly popular with all classes and a great favourite with the
men under him. He was a good friend to the needy and an enemy to no one but
himself. . His engineering skill was highly thought of and the loss of whose services
will be regretted.’
William Scott was buried on 12 January 1895 at the monumental section of the
Nichols Point cemetery.

Donald Bruce, 1855-1905. Donald arrived in Mildura on the paddlesteamer
Trafalgar with his family in 1889 and he commenced work for the Chaffey Brothers
on the foundations of Psyche Bend Pumping station. Donald Bruce and his family
settled on the river in the vicinity of Nichols Point at the location now known as
‘Bruce's Bend.’ They lived there until fire destroyed their property about 1925.
The Argus 1 July 1925. On Tuesday morning the wood and iron house of Mr. D. Bruce of
Bruce's Bend, Nichol's Point was burnt to the ground. Mr. Bruce, who is a fisherman and a very
old resident, was absent. His daughter and friends were able to save some furniture. lt is thought
that a spark from a fire place might have caused the outbreak. As the fire was out of the
reticulated area the fire brigade was not summoned.

Donald’s wife Anne died in 1930 and Donald died 1934. They are amongst the first
to be buried in the Catholic Monumental section of the Nichols Point cemetery. Plot
C6. Their offspring:
John Francis (Jack) Bruce 1884-1916, married Florence, 1890-1968, the
daughter of William Richardson Scott.
Mary Anne (Annie) Bruce 1886-1969; Annie Catherine Bruce 1888-1965
Francis (Joseph) Bruce 1891-1949; Alexander Bruce (1893- )
Rose Bruce (1896-1896); Donald Domenic Bruce (1898-1968)
Christina Jane (Kitty) Bruce (1900-1928)
John Francis Bruce is grandfather to Frances Bruce’s husband. John Francis was the
first married man from Mildura to be killed in action in World War One. He left a
widow and three little children. His last words in battle reportedly were: “You lot go
on. I am going to take as many as I can before they get me.”
Footnote: I found Corporal John Francis Bruce’s war record on NAA site and found it quite
moving seeing the letters that were sent to his widow along with his detailed personal effects. The
documents seem emotionless and the grief of the family stays silent on the record.

Lest we forget!
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‘Byte’ into your family history –
Shake your family tree Day
The annual Shake your family tree Day at the Victorian Archives Centre is on
Saturday 31 March 2012. With this year’s theme ‘Byte’ into your family history,
participants will have the opportunity to discover how to research and preserve
family histories in the digital age. Special guest speaker Kirrilly Brentnall,
Researcher for popular SBS TV program Who Do You Think You Are? will talk
about how research is conducted for the show. Also on offer throughout the day will
be a range of free talks on topics including where to find information on your
family; family history exploration in the digital age; researching indigenous family
members and other useful tips and ideas. Activities such as preservation workshops
focusing on family photos and documents; children’s programs; and tours of the
Victorian Archives repository will be held throughout the day.
Experts will be available during the day from the National Archives of Australia,
Public Record Office Victoria, State Library of Victoria, and a number of
genealogical societies, so take the opportunity to speak with them about your family
history research project.
This annual free event on the archives calendar is held Australia-wide by the
National Archives of Australia.
Entry is free. For further information, visit:
http://www.naa.gov.au/visit-us/events/ or http://prov.vic.gov.au/whats-on
Message from Rob Droogleever:
Researching regimental history of
2nd Victorian Contingent to the
Boer war.
Rob has developed a substantial
biography on every lad of the 2nd
Contingent and is seeking
descendants of these men who may be
able to assist with his research. He is
willing to share the information he
has on the soldiers as well.
R o b ’ s
e m a i l :
jerwfd@optusnet.com.au
He has recently published a book on
the 3rd and 4th Contingents called
“That Ragged Mob.”

I received this lovely note from Lydia Hahn in
December:

Hello in Mildura,
I came across this item when searching for
Moravian Missions in Australia.
I was
wondering whether anyone knew of this
mission dated 1860? It does say South Aust.
but I feel it is Yelta Vic. I am curious but have
no connection to this mission.
Wishing everyone at M&DGS a Happy
Christmas and exciting 2012 (with the Mildura
High School reunion in September), Best
Wishes, Lydia Hahn, Yea, Vic.

I cant include the image although the web link
is below. If anyone can shed some light on this
mission at Yelta, they can email me and I will
pass the information onto Lydia. I did find that
it was part of the collection: Sketchbook kept by
C.W. Babbage when accompanying his father B.H.
Babbage on surveying expeditions, 1857-1862. Inscriptions: "Yelta, church mission to
Aborigines, March 1860"--In ink below drawing. "Yelta church mission station to the Aborigines,
this station is situated on the Victorian side of the River Murray..."
Also available in electronic version via the Internet at: http//nla.gov.au/nla.pic-an11432433-s28.

I found this fascinating site where a person has
rescued old family photos and puts them up on the
web looking for their rightful owners! Take a look.
You may find a long lost relative!
http://members.optushome.com.au/lenorefrost/jim.html
The photo shown here is described on the back:
‘Auntie Annie’

The M&DGS Inc. gratefully acknowledges the contribution of
Mr Peter Crisp Member for Mildura
whose office has printed this newsletter, free of all cost, as a
community service.
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