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A large and convivial group
of M&DGS members and
friends and Mildura
Historical Society Members
gathered for the annual
Christmas breakup at the
Carnegie Centre on Monday
December 3 2012. Pictured,
is Lyn Craig, (Research
Officer) on the right and two
of the small group who
ensured the success of the
night with their great
organisational skills.
Pictured left is Annette
Traeger and centre is Sue
Williams. Anne Newberry
was unable to be there on the
night. Thanks to everyone
else who helped in any way
to make it an enjoyable and
relaxing finish to our year.
Thanks also to all the
members who give of their
time in so many ways to
make this group the success
that it is. We have much to
be proud of!
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E d i t o r i a l
Hello Readers,
2013 awaits our genealogical endeavours and personally I am hoping to bring a whole lot of lose threads
together with my research this year.
Our society has started well with our first meeting for the year well attended and I invite you to read the
report below from our President Fay Mannes to see what lies in store this year.
Remember to keep sending me articles for the newsletter. Photos with a brief story are also welcome.
Send contributions to hsmith16@y7mail.com I look forward to hearing from you.
Till next time, happy family searching, Helen.
President’s Report
I hope you all had a great holiday and were able to clear the mind. Perhaps Santa brought you something to
help with your genealogy. Wouldn’t that be nice! Or perhaps you thought of another way to climb that brick
wall that keeps cropping up in your family tree.
My own holiday was filled with thoughts of one
particular ancestor who I believed owned land at Maldon. The more I thought about it (and analysed what I
had already obtained) the more I began to doubt it. So I hope an email to the Museum there will set me
straight or I might have to visit. There is always something to look for in genealogy – what a great hobby we
have.
Raylee, as usual, has a great year planned for us. We have already had Val Robinson speak to us about her
book, '49 Kisses Home.' Any woman coming to Australia in the 1800s would have had to have been
exceptionally brave. Leaving all your loved ones and knowing you would probably never see them again,
would have been horrific. Even the convicts - just to survive the boat trip would have been a major event.
But on top of all that, then to have to get to Mildura (no roads then) and start a new town is unimaginable in
this day. It is lucky we have people like Val who can put the challenges these women faced into the
limelight for us to appreciate.
Over the next few months we have Tom Carter talking about stamps, Andrew McCormick speaking to us on
the Millewa and Chris and Helen Petschel talking on Wendish German Settlers. Some of us will be attending
the ABC Open workshop – topic and time unknown at this moment BUT we had a great time last year
dabbling with old and new photos. So keep a look out for this one and don’t miss it!
https://open.abc.net.au/projects
We are looking for people to help on the roster. If you feel you can help please contact Andrew McCormick
or myself (or any member on the committee) and we will head you in the right direction. Email c/- Mildura
Genealogy milduragenealogy@gmail.com
Once again you are reading this in our Newsletter. Helen does a wonderful job and is always looking for
new articles. It doesn’t take long to sit down and write a few lines on something your ancestor did. Val
Robinson has shown us that even small snippets of information are great used in a book. They get the
message across. So good luck with any research or writing you attempt,
Fay Mannes.

WORDS OF WISDOM
Some family trees have beautiful leaves, and some have just a
bunch of nuts. Remember, it is the nuts that make the tree
worth
shaking. ~Author Unknown
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Are you 'will'-ing? An excerpt from Archival Access Victoria Issue No 21, February 14,
2013 by Mark Grealy, re-printed with permission.
Ever thought of reaching out to some of your distant relatives to see what stories or photos they may have of
your ancestors? If you have, you've probably wondered how to make contact with these people – a difficult
task considering a few generations may have passed and marriages and name changes have taken affect.
Adding to the trouble is the availability (or lack thereof) of birth, death, and marriage information beyond
that listed in the Digger Indexes.
But, where there is a will, there is a way!
Will and probate files contain some useful information of next of kin and other family members of the
deceased. In most cases, you will get the full name/s of the beneficiaries of the will, and also details of the
executor/s – which in some cases will also be a family member. Once you have a name then all it takes a bit
of sleuthing in the White Pages and perhaps a couple of phone calls to find the right person (fingers crossed
the next of kin is not John Smith!) The files may also list certain belongings – a family bible perhaps, and
the name of the person it was left to.
I've put the above into practise over the past weeks in an attempt to find where the personal affects and
family photos of my grandfather’s cousin, who passed away in 2006, may have ended up. She had married,
but never had any kids – so, whereto from here? As usual, answers can be found at PROV!
I was fortunate that will and probate files are available at PROV up to 2007, previously only available to
1993 until early last year. I ordered the file for the deceased and, to my delight, the file listed her husband’s
four nieces and nephews as beneficiaries. Fortune bearing down on me once more, the names of the nieces
and nephews were not common – and after a quick search in the White Pages I had the contact details for the
individuals listed.
After making a call to one of the nieces I was told that it was her sister that had collected her auntie’s
belongings upon her death and that she would be the one to contact. So, another phone call and before I
knew it I was on the phone for almost half an hour talking about the family, explaining what research I had
done and hearing stories she had to share about her auntie.
I was also pleased to hear that she had a number of photos of the family that she will dig up for me and get
copies to me. SUCCESS!
#############

Records Store (PROV)
Mark writes: This week I've digitised some school records from the East
Gippsland area - and here is what you can get your hands on from the Records
Store:






Club Terrace No 3343 - Pupil Register 1934-1985
Glenaladale No 2373 - Pupil Register 1953-1972
Hillside No 4637 - Pupil Register 1948-1972
Mossiface No 3176 - Pupil register 1953-1980
West Tree No 3624 - Inspectors Reports 1949-1957
To subscribe to Mark Grealy's fabulous free newsletter, go to http://www.archivalaccessvictoria.com/
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KINCHEGA – Darling River & the PS Providence
Submitted by Joyce Ablett
Approximately two hundred kilometres north of Mildura is Kinchega National Park.
Kinchega was once one of the great Darling River sheep stations established in the nineteenth century. Its
head quarters were not far from the historic township of Menindee in far western New South Wales.
Visitors can see remnants of the homestead, and also with the restoration of the shearing shed and its
contents, gain an insight into a by-gone era.
The Kinchega Cemetery is nearby. A sign reads: “It is not known how many persons or whom is actually
buried herein. The obvious graves have been re-fenced and the crew off the paddle steamer ‘Providence’ are
buried here also.”

Research indicates that five members of the crew of the ‘Providence’ lost their lives on the Darling River at
Kinchega on the 9th November, 1872 when the boiler of their paddle steamer exploded. At the time this was
the greatest disaster on the rivers. The captain of the vessel John Davis was among the dead, as well as a
fireman, the cook and the engineer, Edward Sparks.
The Adelaide papers of the time reported that the vessel was “blown to pieces,” with debris strewn over a
wide area on both sides of the river up to 250 yards away. Heavy objects including an anvil, a hammer and
a piece of the boiler were found embedded in the river bank. The only survivor was named as Henry
Trevorah, a miner from Wilcannia who was on his way to visit his family in Adelaide.
The Mildura and District Genealogical Society holds records of isolated cemeteries and lone graves situated
in the station country to the north of the Murray River, dating from the early days of European settlement.
Kinchega is just one.
Reference: Ships of the Inland Rivers – Ronald Parsons

Adelaide Register, 19 Nov 1872
The Steamer Providence.— We learn that the paddle-steamer Providence, which met with
such a disastrous accident, was the property of Messrs. Whyte, Counsell & Co., and it is
feared she is not insured. Half of the wool was from the Toorale Station, and was consigned
to Messrs. Acraman, Main, & Co. We believe this and the other portion are cared for. The
barge, the Maid of the Murray had about 300 bales onboard; but this lot and the barge are
uninjured. We learn that the steamer is valued at from £1,200 to £1,500.
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From the Melbourne Argus 26
November 1872 , p. 7.
The following particulars with reference to the
disaster have been communicated to the South
Australian Register in a private letter, dated
Kinchega Station, November 10: –
"We had been wooding last night between five and seven
o'clock and had just got under steam again when the
Captain called my attention to the large quantities of
painted boards that were floating down, remarking that he supposed a collision had taken place between two of the
boats. The Ariel was just ahead of us and Providence was expected down. We picked up a cabin window, a door, and
a large quantity of boards, also a swag containing some clothing, a little money and a pin. We steamed on for about a
couple of hours, and when we arrived at the station above named, were at once greeted with a shocking intelligence
that the boiler of the Providence had burst and blown the vessel to pieces. four of the hands on board were missing
while four others were saved, one however, with a splintered leg and a gash in his arm, which the doctor is doubtful
whether he will recover. This morning after breakfast we walked up to the scene of the disaster, about a mile from the
station. The scene you must imagine, for I cannot describe it. The banks were strewn with boards and debris of all
kinds, while high up in the neighbouring trees were lodged pieces of timber, bedding and rugs, firewood etc. A bag of
flour was thrown over the tops of trees and landed about 70 yards from the bank of the river, while a sledgehammer
and several pieces of casting were carried to an incredible distance. The wreck is lying in the middle of the river with
her stern downstream. The appearance she presents is of being broken in two, the after part lying on top of the bow,
one portion of the fore part being visible. The cause of explosion is unknown as it is stated that there was plenty of
water in the boiler, but my opinion is that want of water was the cause of it and that nothing else would cause a boiler
to blow up. If the boiler has a flaw in it, it will give way at that particular part, and let the steam escape but by letting
the water in the boiler get low, gases are generated and by the heat, are ignited. It appears that one of the floats of
the starboard paddle wheel had got loose and it was felt that the boat was put into the bank to have it rectified. The
man in charge with one or two others was looking down into the paddle wheel; the engine was working slowly to get
the injured float on the top. As soon as this was done the order was given to 'stop her.' The steam was shut off and
immediately the explosion took place. She parted amidships and settled down almost at once. The captain, two
fireman, and cook have not been seen since and there is no doubt that they were blown to pieces. The young man who
had his leg broken was at the wheel and was blown a considerable distance into the air and then fell into the river. He
was conveyed to the station, a doctor was sent for, and every attention was paid him. Men are at work now recovering
what wool they can.
One piece of the boiler was found many yards away deeply embedded in the bank. The following are the names of
those on board: J. Davies, (master), E. Sparks, (driver), F. Gun, (Chinaman cook), F. Roach, (fireman), C. Scamore,
L. Davey, H. Fanbury, R. Grundy. The first four mentioned above are the missing ones." Another communication from
the same source four days later says: - "we hear that one body,
that of Sparks, has been recovered, also that of the cook. The
bodies were not mutilated as might have been expected but
presented the appearance of severe scalding."
(The image of the boiler is found on the following link. Other images
supplies by Joyce Ablett.)
http://www.nationalparks.nsw.gov.au/kinchega-national-park/psprovidence-historic-site/historic-site/visual-tour
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Bal Maidens submitted by Liz Wallace
I became interested in the history of Bal Maidens in Cornwall when I found the sister of my great-greatgrandfather Elisha Hocking. Elizabeth worked at the mines as a bal maiden. Bal Maidens did ore dressing,
cleaning, cooking and laundry at the mine counthouses. Other roles included 'assayer assistants', or labour at
the gunpowder mills.
Elizabeth and her brothers George and Elisha were orphaned when their parents George and Rebecca
Hocking died in 1834 and 1838 respectively. Elizabeth at the time of her father's death was 7 and 11 when
her mother died. Elisha, who had been living at the workhouse in 1841, married Ann Marks in 1853 and
emigrated to Australia in 1854. George emigrated to America about 1860. But Elizabeth shows up in the
1841 census, aged 14, and working at the mines whilst living at Wheal Rose, St. Agnes where the large
families of her mother's siblings were living. Not far from here at Skinner's Bottom, St. Agnes, lived John
Skinner who married Elizabeth in 1846.
The earliest written records of Bal Maidens in the mines at Devon and Cornwall date from the Middle Ages.
From this time at least it seems that women and girls did not work below ground but usually dressed the ore
at the surface. Large numbers of them were employed
from about 1770 until 1860, after which their numbers
declined.
Bal Maidens were employed throughout the mining
industry at tin, copper, lead, manganese, uranium,
antimony, arsenic and zinc mines as well as at the clay
works and smelters. These women constituted the
majority of the workforce and were at continual risk as
evidenced by the high proportion of females amongst
the accident and fatality statistics.
Between 1800 and 1851 the number of females
employed in the Cornish mines grew from more than
2000 to at least 6000, and between 1720 and 1920,
probably more than 80,000 females worked in all of the
mine related industries in Devon and Cornwall of whom 27,926 are recorded in the following searchable
database. http://www.balmaiden.co.uk/DatabaseSearch.htm
####
Chaffey Brothers Land Title Document submitted by Liz Wallace
When purchasing land in John Street, Mildura years ago, I was delighted to discover I had a title with
George Chaffey and William Benjamin Chaffey on the transfer papers dated 15/5/1888 to William Henry
Stephens.
Another connection was through my great-grandmother, Rosina Hoare/Fortescue who had two brothers
Charles and George Fortescue. These brothers, both plumbers from Sydney, made a stopover in Mildura on
the way to Perth about 1890. However my inspection of the rate books found that both brothers had
purchased land at Nichols Point. Charles Fortescue held 10 acres of land in section 21, allotment 7, Block F
from 1892 until 1905 although in 1901 he was actually living in Western Australia. In 1897 George had a 10
acre block next door to Charles and was living there in 1901 and 1902 before leasing the land, and then both
the brothers' blocks were sold about 1905. The Chaffey brothers owned the next block to the Fortescue
brothers in Sandilong Avenue about 1895.
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Mrs Jane Meissner
Jane Meissner, born 20
December 1849, was the first
licensee of the Renmark Hotel
inc in 1897. She later moved
to Mildura where she resided
until her death on November
17 1950, aged 100.

Ann Ryan, from the Board of Management of the Renmark Hotel has sent the following
invitation to interested members of the community:
The Renmark Hotel will be
unveiling a Headstone and
paying Tribute to Jane
Meissner on Sunday 24th
March, 2013 at 10.30 a.m.
She was the 1st Licensee of
the Renmark Hotel in 1897.
She died in her 100th year
and was buried at the
Mildura Cemetery 62 years
ago.
It came to the attention of
the Renmark Hotel that Mrs
Meissner had an unmarked
grave and with permission of
her family, the Renmark
Hotel have erected a headstone on her Plot R54 Old Presbyterian Section, Nichols Point Cemetery.
Family, friends and members of the public are invited to attend and join the Renmark Hotel as they unveil
her headstone.
Image above (Trove) State Library of South Australia – B28185

M&DGS: NEEDED: People to become more involved in different roles. We still need a publicity
officer, as well as someone to find suitable speakers for our meetings. Can you help? Please email Helen on
hsmith16@y7mail.com and I will pass on your name to the President for follow up. ALSO: More people to
volunteer for the roster. Please contact Mildura Genealogy phone 03) 5022 0172 on Monday, Tuesday
Wednesday or Saturday between 11 and 4 and leave a message for Andrew McCormick. Or email:
milduragenealogy@gmail.com
7
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Bits and Pieces
The gorgeous photo to the left is looking for its rightful
owners. A M&DGS member recently purchased a second
hand framed picture at a Mildura garage sale and on
removing the picture found the delightful photo
underneath.
The photographer was H. M. Finnigan Jnr who was a
photographer in Mildura between 1912 and 1945.
Underneath the image are written the names Joey and
Allen.
If you know who these people are and can help reconnect
the photo with its 'family' please contact Kim on
zksmith@live.com.au
##############

Update on the Lost Diggers photographs
28 March 2012 by Lauren Hewitt
http://www.awm.gov.au/blog/2012/03/28/update-on-thelost-diggers-photographs/
On 9 August 2012 Mr Kerry Stokes AC presented a collection of fragile First World War photographic glass
plates to the Australian War Memorial. These plates form part of the Louis and Antoinette Thuillier
Collection, courtesy of the Kerry Stokes collection, uncovered in 2011 after sitting undisturbed for nearly a
century in the attic of a farmhouse in the French town of Vignacourt. Mr Stokes is donating more than 800
of these glass-plate negatives, which feature Australian soldiers in informal settings. The discovery of these
photographs represents one of the most important recent finds of material from the First World War.
Currently, you can see the Lost Diggers photos on the Channel 7 Lost Diggers Facebook page.
https://www.facebook.com/lostdiggers **********
GREAT NEWS: Lyn Grant has purchased a copy of the book The Lost Diggers
for M&DGS Library.
The Lost Diggers is the riveting detective story of the hunt across northern France for
a rumoured treasure trove of antique glass photographic plates that led investigative
journalist Ross Coulthart to an ancient metal chest in a dusty attic in a small
farmhouse. With meticulous research and the help of descendants, Ross Coulthart
has been able to discover the stories behind many of the photos, of which more than
330 appear in the book. During the First World War, thousands of Aussie diggers and other Allied troops
passed through the French town of Vignacourt, two hours north of Paris. Many had their photographs taken
by Louis and Antoinette Thuillier as souvenirs while they enjoyed a brief respite from the carnage of the
Western Front. For all too many, this was their last moment away from the lines before being sent to their
deaths in battles that are now part of the mythology of Australian nationhood - Pozieres, Bullecourt and the
Somme. The weariness and horror of battle is reflected in their eyes, but the photos also capture a sense of
camaraderie and even high spirits. (The book is available from the ABC Shop)

8

Volume 13 no. 1, March 2013

Mildura and District Genealogical Society Inc.
invite you to add to the history of Mildura Cemetery by submitting a one page profile of persons who have been
interred in the Nichols Point Cemetery. It is the intention of M&DGS to produce a book or books that will be offered
for sale if enough submissions are received. To date very few profiles have been submitted by our members and the
publication may not proceed unless more interest is shown. So please look at what is required and consider making a
contribution
The format for the profiles will be a heading i.e. John and Betty Citizen or John Citizen, Submitted by: Mary Citizen
A photo of the headstone or maker on the grave will be added from the M&DGS collection if there is one.
What do we need from you:
A photo of the subject person/persons if available and a 350 word profile if a photo is submitted OR a 650 word
profile if no photo is submitted
Stuck for ideas about what to write? Here are some headings which will guide you.
Parents, siblings: Where and when born
Spouse/partner: Where and when married
Children: Where and when born
Arrival in Australia: How and when, life on board ship
Where did the person/persons live
Education: Where did the person/persons go to school and how did they get there
Occupation and achievements
Service Clubs membership etc.
War service details
How to submit your profile:
Email it to milduragenealogy@gmail.com including in the subject box “Cemetery Project”
Profiles must be in a Word or RTF (rich text format) file
Photos are to be in a separate file and not embedded in with the profile

OR

Post a CD containing the information (with your name and contact details clearly written on the CD) to Mildura and
District Genealogical Society, P.O. Box 2895, Mildura, 3502 or drop it into the Carnegie Centre, 74 Deakin Avenue,
Mildura, Monday Tuesday Wednesday or Saturday between 11 am and 4 pm
M&DGS retain the right to: Include or exclude profiles and to edit the profile
in which case it will be returned for approval.
For Sale: The 3 part Mildura "Nichols Point" Cemetery Publication.
Book 1:Monumental and lawn cemetery Register
Book 2:Monumental Cemetery Inscriptions
Book 3: Lawn Cemetery Inscriptions
Price:$30 each or $75 for the 3 books together.
There is a 10% discount for members of the M&DGS.
Postage will 9be $12.50.Email:milduragenealogy@gmail.com

Volume 13 no. 1, March 2013

Book Review by Jenny Dedman
Pioneers of the Echuca & Moama District, - Pre 1900, Pre 1925, Pre 1940
These three books have been purchased by the Mildura Genealogical Society quite some time ago, and are located
on Bay 9 – shelf 2. These publications were compiled by the members of the Echuca-Moama family History Group
Inc.
Each book is a history of some of the families who resided in the Echuca and Moama district; Pre 1900, Pre 1925, Pre
1940. The stories of the families who settled in the district show that they came from many varied and different
backgrounds, but were all generally looking for a better life. However, they often encountered many difficulties in
establishing their new life.
These stories are a valuable record of the individual families for any researcher. The stories have been submitted by
family members, and have been accepted in good faith. The best part about these stories is that if you have a family
member that has been recorded in one of these books you will be able to obtain information on a more personal
level, you can get a feel for the family and how they lived, where they lived, a more intimate detail of the family.
Many family photos with names attached are included and the books have also been indexed.
One family story submitted traces the family name back to 1696 when Christophe Croissard/Cressard signed on Oath
of Association, declaring his allegiance to William of Orange in the Channel Islands.
John Spooner Cressard arrived in Australia 1850. He married in 1858 to Eliza Mayne and they had nine children.
Eight survived and married and went to live in South Australia, Western Australia, New South Wales and Broken Hill.
The Cressard children remembered their father spoke only French when he arrived in Australia. He had great
difficulty learning English. Eliza could read but not write. Despite these disadvantages the couple carried on a variety
of businesses in Geelong, Ballarat and Clunes. Perhaps the literacy problem, combined with the willingness to “have
a go” led to the misunderstandings and court cases which enabled the family members to follow John Cressard
around Victoria through newspaper articles.
You can read and enjoy many more stories and families in these books.

Jenny Dedman
Post script: names in the pre 1940 edition include the following: Alexander, Allen, Arnold, Aspinall, Barker, Barnstable,
Betson, Blakey, Brown, Burgess, Chanter, Couch, Cressard, Day, Dorward, Earnshaw, Edwards, Evans, Falla, Fleming, Gardner,
Grimwood, Hannasky, Hicks, Hunt, Hutson, Johnson, Jolly, Kerans, Luxford, McNeill, Makin, Martin, Newton, Nolan, O'Brien,
O'Bryan, Oldham, Phyland, Pygall, Rochford, Russell, Sands, Sperling, Stanley, Stewart, Tyack, Waters, Watts, Wells

Did you know?Provenance is a free journal published
online by Public Record Office Victoria (PROV). The
journal publishes peer-reviewed articles, as well as
other written contributions, that contain research
drawing on records in PROV's holdings.

IRISH RECORDS
A ray of hope for Irish researchers. Some Roman Catholic Church records have been posted online. To
view what is available go to http://churchrecords.irishgenealogy.ie/churchrecords/

Can you help?
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Research queries for the months of November 2012 – January 2013
BECKETT, Percy Hamlin believed to have been an auctioneer in Mildura 1912-1914
BUXTON, James Kendall – Information sought re life and family in Mildura
COFFEY, William and SCOTT, June Aplin – looking for their marriage possibly in Red Cliffs 1946
DONALDSON, Fredrick Bailey
ROBERTS, NETTLETON, and GRAHAM families, - Edward James ROBERTS, Frank Chapple NETTLETON, Olive Ada
Margaret ROBERTS and Ernest Stephen GRAHAM
SMITH, James Seaton and STEVENSON, Alice Menzie – married 1925 and lived at Red Cliffs
There has also been an interest in a “suicide” in the Ozone Theatre c1953 – any knowledge of this would be
appreciated.
If you are able to help please contact:
Lyn Craig, Research Officer, Mildura and District Genealogical Society Inc.
Email: milduragenealogy@gmail.com

Membership Benefits:Free use of library; Receive quarterly Newsletter.
Free research queries published in Newsletter.
Meetings:- Ist Monday of month except January and December, 7.30 p.m
Carnegie Centre, Deakin Avenue Mildura.
Library Hours:-Monday, Tuesday, Wednesday, Saturday: 11.00am - 4.00pm.
Library Fees:- $5.00 for non members per day. Photocopying A4 10c Colour 20c
Membership

Joining Fee $10: Ordinary $22; Concession $16.50; Joint $33,
Badge Fee $10

Disclaimer:
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Grapeline pub. March, June, September and December. DEADLINES for submissions:

# 15th February 1st Quarter March Issue # 15th May 2nd Quarter June Issue #
15th August 3rd Quarter September Issue # 15th November 4th Quarter
December Issue.
Members are invited to submit stories of interest, enquiries re their own family
research, or questions about research in general.
Material needs to be received by the deadline as above to be included in the next available
issue.

The M&DGS Inc. gratefully acknowledges the contribution of
Mr Peter Crisp
Member for Mildura
whose office has printed this newsletter, free of all cost, as a community service.
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