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Figure 1: A happy group of members and friends at the 8th Victorian State Family History Conference at Ballarat in 

May. Left to right are Elwyn Rigby, Jo Grant, Lyn Craig, Diane Boyd and Leanne Watmuff. See report p. 11. 
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Hello Readers, 

I hope you are having loads of breakthroughs with your genealogy research.  

The M&DGS has had a hectic and exciting beginning to the year. Guest speakers have included Valarie 

Robinson, Tom Carter, Andrew McCormick and Helen Petschel. Andrew has kindly submitted an article 

relating to his extensive research on the 'Closer Settlement in the Mallee' on page 7-9 of this edition. Helen 

Petschel has  agreed to send in  an article for the September Grapeline about her ancestors who travelled by 

covered wagons from the Barossa SA to Victoria in 1852 seeking land to farm. This group of eight families, 

brought with them 52 head of beef cattle and in May 2012, 80 descendants of these Wendish/German settlers 

retraced this epic trek. This journey took four days culminating in an historic finale at Hamilton, the area 

where their ancestors eventually settled and farmed.  Keep a look out for this story in the next Grapeline. 

In addition, some of our members travelled to Ballarat for the 8
th

 Victorian State Family History Conference 

and learnt a great deal about new ideas and breakthroughs in family history as well as catching up with old 

friends. See the wonderful 'happy snap' on the cover of this edition! 

Raylee Schultz has thrown herself into organising two great workshops for our members, which were also 

open to the public. The first held on May 14 was a day with ABC Open Producer, Jen Douglas who taught 

us how to approach a creative piece of writing as well as to film and produce a 'video postcard.' Great fun 

was had as we created a video postcard entitled Mildura's Best Kept Secret about our very own genealogical 

society. It should be online soon at https://open.abc.net.au/openregions/vic-sunraysia-18Qj1lS 

I feel sure you will have a laugh when you see our handiwork from the day! 

The second workshop on Disaster Preparedness was conducted by Leanne Watmuff from the Wentworth 

Library. Leanne is also one of our longstanding members and she has submitted a summary of her workshop 

for the Grapeline. See page 5.  

On August 5 we hold our AGM and you are all invited to come along and meet your fellow members. The 

guest speaker will be Cr Jill Joslyn whose portfolio is Arts & Culture which covers groups such as M&DGS. 

Cr. Joslyn will also chair the election of Office Bearers. I encourage you to seriously consider nominating on 

the form enclosed on page 4.  

 

Till next time, happy family searching, Helen Stagg hsmith16@y7mail.com 

  Findmypast.ie In the 19th century Irish men and women living in Britain were three times 

more likely to find themselves in front of a judge or in jail than the native population. Many 

of the Irish law-breakers can be found in the Admiralty records of the Hulks. 

http://blog.findmypast.ie/2013/02/criminal-irish-in-britain/ 

https://open.abc.net.au/openregions/vic-sunraysia-18Qj1lS
http://blog.findmypast.ie/2013/02/criminal-irish-in-britain/
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Hello Everyone, 

 

In this newsletter I would like to talk to you about the up-coming Annual General Meeting, on 5
th

 August. 

We have several important positions that will become vacant and we need you to consider helping us out. 

Helen has put a nomination form in this newsletter and if you are interested in any of the positions or even 

helping with any of them please let a member of the committee know. I would like to see every position 

have a deputy person to help when life gets a bit hectic (and we all know it does). The positions needing to 

be filled are that of President, Vice President, Secretary and Librarian. This year we had Marion Holland 

step up and help us with the Web Site. We have all greatly appreciated this. The position of President was 

also vacant for a while and will be vacant again in August. It is extremely important that this position be 

filled. Please give some thought to filling these positions. There are many people in the club who will be 

able to help you.  

 

On a lighter note, Raylee has been busy as usual with lots of interesting guest speakers. Our own members, 

Andrew McCormick talked to us on the history of the Millewa and Helen Petschel spoke on the organisation 

of her historical trek following in the footsteps of her ancestors. Both were really well researched and kept 

us enthralled. Thanks Andrew, Helen and Raylee.  

 

A few of our members are heading off overseas so we wish them luck with any genealogical searches they 

may be embarking on and we look forward to hearing the results when they return! 

 

Before I close, I would like to include a final plea for help with the filling of positions at the AGM.                                        

WE NEED YOU! 

 

Fay Mannes. 

 

  

The enthusiastic bunch who gathered for the ABC Open workshop at the Carnegie Centre on May 14, 2013. 
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                        ANNUAL GENERAL MEETING 

5
th

 August 2013 

Nomination Form for Executive / Committee Positions 

 

 

I, ................................................................being a financial member of the 

M&DGS Inc do hereby nominate member ……………………………….. 

for the position of: 

 

President,   Vice-President,   Secretary, Ass.  Secretary, Treasurer, Librarian, Newsletter Editor, Projects 

Officer, Research Officer, Ass.  Research Officer, Webmaster, Publicity Officer, Catering Officer,  

Newsletter Reviewer,   Incorporation Officer,   Roster Officer,   Carnegie Centre Board Reps x 3 

Nominator…………………….. 

Seconder………………………. 

Nominee………………………… 

Please return the completed form to the Secretary prior to 2 August 2013. 

 

  

MILDURA & DISTRICT 

 GENEALOGICAL 

SOCIETY INC. Est 1978 

                           A0023291P  ABN72 350 294 217 

CARNEGIE CENTRE 

74 Deakin Ave 

P.O. Box 2895  

MILDURA 

3502, VIC 

Email: milduragenealogy@gmail.com 
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Disaster Preparedness:  

How to prepare your archives in case of disaster.  
Contributed by Leanne Watmuff  

 

 
A disaster preparedness workshop was conducted 

by Leanne Watmuff of Wentworth Shire Library for 

members of M&DGS and interested organizations 

at the Carnegie Centre on May 21st.  

  

According to the Webster dictionary a DISASTER 

is “A sudden calamitous event producing great 

material damage, loss and distress.”  

  

The aim of the workshop was to highlight the 

importance of being prepared before a disaster 

happens.  The old saying of not if but when it 

happens applies to disasters. 

  

Disasters can be divided into three stages: before, during and after.  One of the most important stages is 

BEFORE.  Assessment is the first step of this stage, knowing what you have and where it is located in the 

event of a disaster.  

  

Participants learnt how to identify what types of disasters might occur, how to assess items in their care, how 

to prioritize the items, how to administer and set up the paper work and procedures relating to disaster 

preparedness.  

  

DURING a disaster, the procedures which have been put into place are activated.  Who attends, who is 

responsible, who reports, who documents, who is responsible for safety and the long-term recovery.  AFTER 

the disaster, assessment, valuation and treatment will commence.  

  

Samples of damaged items were on display for participants to assess and discuss treatment and storage 

needs.  Participants were directed to websites which have Disaster Preparedness templates and setting up 

DPP recovery kits.  

  

Further reading:  

http://www.blueshieldaustralia.org.au/documents/Be.Prepared.pdf 

http://www.redcross.org.au/preparedness-week.aspx 

http://www.mavic.asn.au/disaster-response 

http://sos.georgia.gov/archives/how_may_we_help_you/emergency_advice/ 

***** 

  

http://sos.georgia.gov/archives/how_may_we_help_you/emergency_advice/ 

The Projects Group has purchased a Digital Voice Recorder and is keen to record some oral 

histories from those who have memories of life long ago. If you think you would like to tell your story, 

please contact Lyn Grant by email at  milduragenealogy@gmail.com or else ring the Carnegie Centre on 

Monday to Thursday, 11 to 4 or Saturday 11 to 4 and leave a message for Lyn. (03) 5022 0172                                                          

 

http://sos.georgia.gov/archives/how_may_we_help_you/emergency_advice/
mailto:milduragenealogy@gmail.com
mailto:milduragenealogy@gmail.com
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Missing family photos! 

A few weeks ago I noticed an advertisement in the Sunraysia Daily 

inserted by Jenny Balme, a former nurse in Mildura and one time 

resident at the Mildura Nurses' Home. I contacted her as I thought 

our Grapeline readership may be able to shed some light on her 

quest for the missing photos.  

"I lived in the nurses home from Jan 1999-Jan 2000 and worked at 

the Mildura Base Hospital. I had about 7-8 large boxes stored in 

the Nurses' Home in a storage room on the floor we all lived on. 

When I left I thought I took all the boxes with me but unfortunately 

realised much later that a lot of photos are missing and that in fact 

one box was left behind which of course had all the ones I can't 

replace.  Murphy's Law!!! 

 

Here are just a couple of the dozens of 

photos I had stored in the missing large 

cardboard box. The baby ones I had were 

two 8x10 portrait photos that 

were framed, taken in about 1964. One 

depicted here is of me and my sister.  I only have this poor print as one day years 

ago before digital cameras, I laid the photos down on the lounge room floor and 

tried to take a photo of them. The other two of the boat and ducks were taken in 

Tassie and were enlarged to about a 20 x 24 size and framed, also in the missing 

box.  

 

I just thought it would be silly if someone threw out large 

photos that were framed. Although most of the photos in the 

box were framed there was  a packet of all the old photos my mum had given me of her 

family, dating back to the 20's, 30's, 40's and 50's plus a lot of my modern photos. Also 

there was a very large portrait of my mum in her nurse's uniform. 

   

Although it was my fault entirely for not making sure I took all of them with me, I didn't 

realise they were eventually going to tear down the old nurses' home. It is such a 

shame. It was really nice and the gardens were lovely. Now it is an eyesore!  

I just hope by some miracle someone has rescued them and they are still sitting in the box collecting dust. 

I'm just being hopeful... 

If you can help Jenny in her quest for her missing photos, you can either phone her on 0404498863 or email 

jennybalme@hotmail.com  

********  

From May 2013 PROV Despatch: 

"The largest project completed by the Volunteer Program to 

date is the compilation of indexes to ships’ passenger lists—

containing 7.2 million names!—covering the period 1852–

1923. Available on PROV’s website, the index is among our 

most heavily visited pages." 
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Closer Settlement in the Mallee  

Dust Followed the Plough: the Millewa in the 1930s and 1940s 

By Andrew McCormick 
On 1 April, it was with great pleasure that I gave a talk to the 

Mildura and District Genealogical Society on the settlement of 

the Millewa 1923-1949 – it touched on the many difficulties and 

obstacles that the settlers faced in their efforts to clear the land 

of its mallee vegetation and sow crops of wheat.  In particular, 

the plight of the settlers was of great interest and I have included 

an excerpt from my thesis on the hardships and frustrations 

faced by one of these settlers – Walter Eugene Kelly who settled 

in the Parish of Murrnroong, taking up allotments 20, 21 & 21A.  

 

Walter Eugene Kelly was selected for an interview, approved as 

a desirable settler and offered an allotment in the parish of 

Murrnroong.
1
  However, the ‘Notes of Evidence’ were not 

present in his ‘Application For a Selection Purchase Allotment’ 

form and therefore the details about Walter and what 

possessions or finances he had to begin his farming life in the 

Millewa is not known, except that he had been born in England, 

he was married and he had five children (two boys and three 

girls).
2
  Nevertheless, Walter must have been able to meet the 

selection criteria and have been judged by the Board to be of 

good character and that he and his family were of the right type 

of people for the Mallee, otherwise he would not have been offered an allotment in the Millewa. 

 

There are no details of the Kelly family’s movements, their journey and when they actually arrived in the 

country, except that Walter signed the lease agreement on the 1 August 1924.
3
  However, there is evidence 

that Walter, with his wife and five children, did take possession of the block shortly after signing the lease, 

and from 1924 began to establish a farm on the land.  Like other settlers in the County, Walter was able to 

successfully gain a Certificate of Compliancy in regard to fulfilling the conditions of the lease.
4
  From the 

Certificate details, Walter had cleared seven hundred and seventy-two acres, constructed a house in the 

middle of his block and close by built an implement shed, horse stables, a wheat shed, chaff house and a tool 

shed.
5
  He had excavated a 2400 cubic yard dam near the house for water and erected a wire netting fence 

around the block with the help of his neighbours to keep the rabbits and native animals out of his crops. 

Also, he had erected single wire fences to divide his block up into four large fields so he could plant and 

graze stock on a rotation basis.  He had two hundred and forty sheep, four cows, one pig, forty poultry and 

nineteen horses, with the sheep and the horses being for the provision of meat and wool and for the purpose 

of working the land respectively.
6
        

 

Throughout the 1930s, Walter’s crops were poor and he struggled to make a living from the farm.  He could 

not meet his repayments and wrote to the Lands Inspector arguing that the rental amount per acre per annum 

was too high and he could not make a living from the land.
7
  He welcomed the Board of Inquiry and was 

pleased when the Board agreed with him that much of his land was covered in limestone and grey rubble 

                                                           
1
 PROV 5714/2042 Correspondence 1083/12, Correspondence, 1 August 1924. 

2
 PROV 5714/2042 Correspondence 4590/101, Certificate of Compliancy, 1932. 

3
 PROV 5714/2042 Correspondence 4590/101, Selection Purchase Allotment, 29 April 1924. 

4
 PROV 5714/2042 Correspondence 4590/101, Certificate of Compliancy, 10 April 1931. 

5
 Ibid. 

6
 PROV 5714/2042 Correspondence 4590/101, Certificate of Compliancy, 10 April 1931. 

7
 PROV 5714/2042 Correspondence 4590/101, Revaluation Form, 1936. 
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Picture 1.1: Wheat covered by Sand Drift: Wheat crop in Meringur, 

February 1949, covered by sand (Photograph 
http://www.dse.vic.gov.au/virtualexhibition/settle/sett19m.htm Accessed: 

21/11/2009)  

 

making much of his land unsuitable for the growing of wheat.
8
  Like others, he had a new lease drawn up to 

sign with the new total of outstanding liabilities, including interest, instalment payments and his wire netting 

liability readjusted accordingly though details of the amounts have not been recorded on the Revaluation 

Form.
9
  Although in Walter’s case, he appealed against the revaluation, arguing that the ‘new’ rental was 

still too high and that the new rent needed to be adjusted even further.  However the appeal was dismissed 

and Walter had to pay the ‘new’ rent.
10

  Walter continued to farm the block and though he was able to sow 

and harvest some crop, the return on the crops remained so low that it did not cover his farming and living 

expenses.  He was not able to make any payments off the amounts he owed the Government for interest, 

instalment payments and borrowed monies.  In 1939, Walter wrote to the Lands Inspector explaining that he 

would not be able to make any instalment payments due to drought and that he would need more assistance 

to be able to stay on the farm.
11

  He was granted assistance and provided with wheat seed to sow a crop for 

the following year and sustenance payments until the next harvest so he could provide for his family and 

remain on the farm.
12

     

 

Unfortunately, the region suffered from drought during 1940, 1941, 1944, 1945 and 1946, and Walter had 

poor crops during these seasons and relied even more on the Lands Department for assistance.  In 1941, 

Walter had planted two hundred and eighty acres of wheat on his land but due to the extreme dry weather 

and hot temperatures the crop struggled to germinate and perished in the dry conditions.  He did not harvest 

any crop and sought further assistance and sustenance from the Lands Department so he could plant a crop 

the next season and in the meantime be able to feed his family.  However, the following season crops were 

good due to excellent winter rains.  Walter was able to harvest 1065 bushels which he sold to the 

Government for a return of £251/4/3.  He repaid the Lands Department £100/15/1 for advances he had been 

granted under the Drought Relief Act and paid £80 off the debt he owed the Government for unpaid interest 

and instalments.
13

  In 1943, Walter harvested 4050 bushels and received a return of £630/0/11 from which 

the Lands Department claimed £154/9/2 for repayment of outstanding advances and the payment of the lien 

certificates which Walter had been granted 

previously under the Drought Relief Act.
14

  

These two good seasons gave Walter enough 

money to repay some of his debt to the 

Government, and meet his farming expenses and 

living requirements.  Unfortunately, the next 

three seasons were extremely dry, the crops 

failed and again Walter had to approach the 

Lands Department for financial assistance.
15

    

 

 

Early in 1949, Walter was advised by the Lands 

Department that his outstanding payments to the 

Department represented more than seven years 

of instalments and that it was now essential for 

him to take the necessary steps to place his 

account on a satisfactory basis.
16

  Luckily, 

Walter’s previous season had been an excellent 

                                                           
8
 Ibid. 

9
 Ibid. 

10
 PROV 5714/2042 Correspondence 4590/101, Letter, 30 January 1939. 

11
 Ibid. 

12
 PROV 5714/2042 Correspondence 4590/101, Letter, 6 February 1939. 

13
 PROV 5714/2042 Correspondence 4590/101, Letter, 17 January 1942. 

14
 PROV 5714/2042 Correspondence 4590/101, Letter, 26 March 1943. 

15
 PROV 5714/2042 Correspondence 4590/101, Letter, 10 September 1947. 

16
 PROV 5714/2042 Correspondence 776/12, Letter, 5 May 1949. 

http://www.dse.vic.gov.au/virtualexhibition/settle/sett19m.htm
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one, and he had been able to harvest 2742 bushels and used some of the proceeds from the crop to pay the 

Department and put his account on a satisfactory basis.
17

  Now, he was in a reasonable financial position and 

was able to make another substantial payment to reduce the amount of money he still owed the Lands 

Department.
18

  The Lands Inspector considered Walter to be an effective and well respected farmer in the 

region and the type of person who would be able to succeed and become a good farmer.
19

  He was not 

approached and invited to consider voluntarily vacating his land under the Commonwealth Government’s 

initiative.
20

  Unlike other settlers, such as Michael O’Donnell and William Turner, Walter Kelly and his 

family remained on their allotment, and were able to make a living and eventually achieve their dream of 

being successful land owning farmers in the Millewa. 

 

This personal story reveals how hard the settlers had to work to change the land and to make a living.  Some 

settlers enjoyed moderate success while others found the difficult conditions of the 1930s and the 1940s too 

much and eventually walked off their land assisted by Government schemes to facilitate an orderly exit.  The 

frequent dry periods and marginal soils of the Millewa meant difficult growing conditions and some farmers 

found their soils were unsuitable for cropping.  In a number of cases, they were able to have the original soil 

assessment reviewed and if successful re-classified with a reduction in the amount of rent that they had to 

pay annually.  Nonetheless, most settlers struggled to earn a living from the land and had to rely on the 

‘goodwill’ of the Lands Department and the generosity of the storekeepers.  Eventually, some settlers left 

the land, such as the O’Donnell’s and the Turner’s, unable to make a living and deciding to seek 

employment elsewhere, leaving behind their aspirations of becoming farmers and being able to own their 

own land.  However, despite the problems of dry years, some settlers, like Walter Kelly, were able to 

survive and make a living from the land: thus providing an interesting and wonderful story for future 

generations to uncover and explore through the use of such resources as the land files at the Public Record 

Office of Victoria (PRO).   

 

One never knows just what one might unearth in researching their family history. There is always something 

interesting and unexpected to find. 
***** 

 
 

  

                                                           
17

 PROV 5714/2042 Correspondence 776/12, Letter, 19 May 1949. 
18

 Ibid. 
19

 PROV 5714/2042 Correspondence 4590/101, Letter, 15 June 1948. 
20

 PROV 5714/2055 Correspondence 918/12, Letter, 10 April 1942. 

Meissner Grave: headstone marks grave of remarkable woman. 

 

 

In Grapeline's last issue, Vol 13 no 1 p. 7 

was an invitation for Sunday 24
th

 March, 

2013 at 10.30 a.m. to a special unveiling of 

a new headstone at the Nichols Point 

Cemetery on the grave of Jane Meissner, 

the 1
st
 Licensee of the Renmark Hotel in 

1897.  She died in her 100
th

 year and was 

buried at the Mildura Cemetery 62 years 

ago.  It came to the attention of the 

Renmark Hotel that she had an unmarked 

grave and with permission of her family the 

Renmark Hotel have erected a headstone on 

her Plot R54 Old Presbyterian Section. 

Heather Everingham, Renmark Historian, who gave a brief history 

on the day.
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A History of the Harrison Family, 

Waubra Author: Tania L King, Printed in Australia by 

Macpherson’s Group October 2012 

                          This is a book of the descendants of James Harrison 

and Ann Harrison (Gibson) of Yorkshire and their two sons William Gibson 

Harrison and Christopher Harrison.  

The author has travelled to the townships of Langthorne and Bedale, Yorkshire, 

England and has included a brief history of these two towns. 

James and Ann’s eldest son, William Gibson Harrison married three times: 1
st
 wife 

Amelia Beaumont, 2
nd

 wife Catherine Jane McDonald, 3
rd

 wife Harriet Stow/e. 

Second son, Christopher Harrison married Selina Smith, daughter of Thomas Colmer 

Smith and Jane Rowett. The Smith family were originally from St. Austell, Cornwall, England. These 

families settled in district known as “The Springs,” which later become known as Waubra, 30 km north of 

Ballarat on the Sunraysia Highway.  Between William and Christopher they produced 27 children who 

married into the Waubra community.  It is not uncommon to find relations intertwined.  As a result this book 

contains family relations common to the Waubra district.  You may not be directly related to the Harrisons 

but may be related to their extended families.  The book contains extensive lists of the descendants of James 

& Ann Harrison from the 1850s to 2012.   

In addition family members have recorded personal family anecdotes which help to give you a picture of 

what life was like for some of the descendants of James and Ann in the 1800s and also what life was like for 

people in Waubra at that period of time. 

The author has included many high quality photos in the book of Waubra township– photographs of days 

gone by, weddings, farming practices and family photos. Review written by Jenny Dedman. 

The Harrison Family website gives more information about the family and books can be ordered through 

there, or read at our library thanks to Jenny Dedman's generous donation. 

http://harrisonfamilywaubra.weebly.com/index.html 

  'Projects Group' fun and 

celebrations 

Our hard working "Projects Team" 

takes some time out for some fun and 

celebration. Shown is member Marion 

Paul wearing the bridal veil at a special 

lunch party on "projects day" to 

celebrate Marion and Peter's 50th 

wedding anniversary. It looks like a few 

laughs were enjoyed. 

Congratulations Marion and Peter on 

this marvellous milestone. (Ed)  

http://harrisonfamilywaubra.weebly.com/index.html
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March Guest: 

TOM CARTER 

 Mildura Genealogical 

Society and Mildura 

Philatelic Society 

member Tom Carter 

spoke to our meeting in 

March about “Stamps as 

a Hobby.”  

Tom admitted to us that 

he has a passion for all 

things stamp and has an 

insatiable thirst for a continued knowledge of philately. Tom talked about the work he has 

done in collecting stamps to do with the Postal History of Mildura. We were amazed to hear 

that over the years there have been so many postal outlets in the Mildura area. Tom put on a 

wonderful display of his own stamp collection called “All things Australian” for us to enjoy.  

Over the years he has helped to collate the historic Australian based Hugh Morgan stamp 

collection and in 2012 he travelled to the UK to witness the sale of this valuable collection at 

auction.                                    By Raylee Schultz 

“UNDER THE SOUTHERN CROSS – A GOLDFIELDS EXPERIENCE” 

Eighth VAFHO Family History State Conference Friday 3 –Sunday 5 May 2013 

A contingent of five M&DGS members travelled to Ballarat for the conference this month and a great time 

was had by all.  Congratulations to all involved with the running of the conference.  We were made very 

welcome and had the opportunity to listen to and learn from, several wonderful guest speakers who covered 

many different subjects relating to the goldfields e.g.:  women on the goldfields, the Irish, Cornish, 

Aboriginals, Eureka, School of Mines, music on the fields as well as immigration, recording oral history, 

SLV digitization, Trove and much more. One of the keynote speakers was Leigh Olver who spoke on the 

Ned Kelly story. He told of the DNA process for the identification of Ned’s bones and the many trials of the 

Kelly family in the lead up to the final laying to rest of Ned.  An interesting story indeed. 

There were several exhibitors there selling their genealogical wares.  The theme for the conference was 

carried through to the Saturday night dinner including the menu where the food was “old style” and we were 

entertained by “players” from Sovereign Hill. 

We also managed to catch up with two former members of the M&DGS,  Noelene Mason, now a Ballarat 

resident and  a member of the organizing committee for the conference and Janet Cross, who had travelled 

all the way from Townsville to attend. Needless to say we all had a wonderful social experience as well!! 

Submitted by Lyn Craig.    ****** 

Genealogy: where you confuse the dead and irritate the 
living. 
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         PURCHASED 

THE COMPLETE IDIOT'S GUIDE TO 

HANDWRITING ANALYSIS: SECOND EDITION  

EUREKA: THE UNFINISHED REVOLUTION       

                            THE LOST DIGGERS 

                                A MOST SUITABLE PLACE: MOUNT GAMBIER: FROM 

CRATER AND CAVE 

HISTORY OF THE LUTHERAN CHURCH IN MOUNT GAMBIER 

MOUNT GAMBIER: THE CITY AROUND A CAVE: A REGIONAL HISTORY 

ORDINARY PEOPLE: THE SETTLERS OF PORT MACDONNELL & DISTRICT 

REFLECTIONS: THE ALLENDALE EAST PUBLIC HALL 1910 - 2010 

THE BLACKSMITH'S STORY: A TALE OF STEPHEN MILSTEAD & EARLY PORT MACDONNELL 

WIDER THAN THE SEA: THE HISTORY OF ST. THOMAS'S ANGLICAN CHURCH, PORT MACDONNELL 

A HISTORY AND FAMILY TREE OF WILLIAM BRADSHAW AND WIFE ELIZABETH FOSTER 1792 - 1984 

&  GEORGE ROBERTSON AND WIFE MARGARET FINN 1816 - 1984 AND THEIR DESCENDANTS IN 

AUSTRALIA 

A PORT IS BUILT  

49 KISSES HOME: TALES OF LIFE AND LOVE 

GHOST TOWNS OF AUSTRALIA 

LAKE BOGA AT WAR: THE INSIDE STORY OF THE SECRET RAAF INLAND FLYING 

BOAT UNIT – WWII 

PRISONERS OF WAR: FROM GALLIPOLI TO KOREA 

MERBEIN BLOCKIES AND THE EVOLVING MECHANIZATION OF 

HORTICULTURAL IMPLEMENTS AND PRACTICES 

DONATED BY:  ANONYMOUS: MALDON & GOLD 

DONATED BY:  CHRIS CELEGON: CORNERSTONES; DESCENDENTS OF CHRISTIAN LANGE IN AUSTRALIA 

1838 – 1981;  MARNIE'S MEMORIES 

DONATED BY:  COLLEEN CURRAN: THE FAMILY HISTORY OF MICHAEL CURRAN 1836 -1997 

DONATED BY:  JENNY DEDMAN: A HISTORY OF THE HARRISON FAMILY: WAUBRA 

DONATED BY:  JUNE GREATZ: TRINITY LUTHERAN COLLEGE 2012 

DONATED BY:  JUDY HALL: EMERALD ISLE TO MALLEE DUST; THE WEST COUNTRY'S AUSTRALIAN 

LINKS 

DONATED BY:  LUCY HAMILTON: DUMARESQ ISLAND: MANNING RIVER CHRONICLES OF THE EARLY 

DAYS 

DONATED BY:  JEANES FAMILY: BACK TO MURRAYVILLE AND DISTRICT; NEWSTEAD SOME EARLY 

HISTORY; THE PARISH CHURCH OF ST. LAURENCE, UPMINSTER: A BRIEF HISTORY AND GUIDE REVISED 

1987 

DONATED BY:  BONNIE MCCOY:  THE SULLIVANS OF CUTHRO: AS TOLD BY BONNIE MCCOY 

DONATED BY: MILDURA WEEKLY: MILDURA GREEN & GOLD 2011 & 2012 

DONATED BY:  MIRIAM PYWELL: MILLEWA: THE FIRST 50 YEARS 

DONATED BY:  DONALD RICHARDS ESTATE: THE CLANS AND TARTANS OF SCOTLAND  

  Grapeline pub. March, June, September and December. 

DEADLINES for submissions: 

# 15th February 1st Quarter March Issue # 15th May 2nd Quarter June Issue # 15th August 3rd Quarter September 

Issue # 15th November 4th Quarter December Issue. Members are invited to submit stories of interest, enquiries re 

their own family research, or questions about research in general. Material needs to be received by the deadline as 

above to be included in the next issue. Note Deadline for 2013 September issue will be Aug. 1. 
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 Bits and pieces: 

I had a lovely email from a member Trevor who said: My brother and I have been able to trace our 
grandfather’s complete World War One service history from enlistment document to discharge document 
and everything in between from the following website which we are sharing with you in case you want 
to research a member of your family:  mappingouranzacs.naa.gov.au 

******** 

 The Projects Team is very keen to hear from members about  

 your family members who are buried at the Nichols Point  

Cemetery.   It is the intention of M&DGS to produce a book or  

books that will be offered for sale if enough submissions are  

received. Contact Lyn Grant on  milduragenealogy@gmail.com  

  

 

 

 

Can you help? A special thank you to all who have come forth 

with information relating to many of the inquiries listed in our previous newsletters.  We have some very 

happy “customers.” Keep it rolling along.  

Research queries for the months of February 2013 – April 2013 

BAULCH, Mary Alice 

BENNETT, William and Dorothy Jean of Merbein 

CASE and BESLEY, St Salvador John Case and Evelyn Besley 

CASE and RICKARD, Florence Elwyn Case and Alfred Rickard 

CASE and HENDERSON, Dorothy Jean Case and George Campbell Henderson 

CASE and WORTHINGTON, Alexander James Case and Dorothy Worthington 

COOK, Ernest Fredrick 

de LUCY, Richard  

HEHIR, James, barman, resided at Mildura Grand Hotel 1949 

MCKENZIE, George Campbell 

MORRIS, Francis William buried Merbein Cemetery – date of birth required 1926/27 

RICHARDS, Margaret Blanche 

ROWE, Myra Denton – apparently ran a fruit shop in Olive Avenue 

WILSON, Kevin lived Harcourt Station Pooncarie 

WOODS, Thomas Edmund and STUBBERFIELD, Edith May 

If you are able to help please contact: Lyn Craig, Research Officer, Mildura and District Genealogical Inc.  

What do we need from you: 

A photo of the subject person/persons if 

available 

A 350 word profile if a photo is submitted 

A 650 word profile if no photo is submitted 

mailto:milduragenealogy@gmail.com
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Membership Benefits:- 

Free use of library; Receive quarterly Newsletter. 

Free research queries published in Newsletter. 

Meetings:- Ist Monday of month except January and December, 7.30 p.m 
Carnegie Centre, Deakin Avenue Mildura. 

Library Hours:-Monday, Tuesday, Wednesday, Saturday: 11.00am - 4.00pm. 
Library Fees:- $5.00 for non members per day. Photocopying A4 10c Colour  20c 

 Membership Joining Fee $10: Ordinary $22; Concession $16.50; Joint $33,  
    Badge Fee $10 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

The M&DGS Inc. gratefully acknowledges the contribution of 

Mr Peter Crisp 

Member for Mildura 

whose office has printed this newsletter, free of all cost, as a community service. 
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