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The Reluctant
Mayoress: Flora Noyce,
one of Mildura's living
treasures.
Flora Noyce, one of our members, was
recently interviewed by Sunraysia Daily's
John Anderson. This new found 'fame'
has sprung from the fact that Patricia
Edgar, founding director of the Australian
Children's Television Foundation, who
was born in Mildura, has recently
published a new book: In Praise of
Ageing. Flora's story features as Chapter
9. John Anderson has generously allowed
me to reproduce his interview in this
edition of the Grapeline with this
gorgeous photograph. Flora said: "I'm
older than almost everyone I know. I have
always hoped to reach old age; I hope I
get there." See page 4 and 5 for Flora's
interview and a photo of Flora presenting
M&DGS with a copy of the book.
President's Report

Page 2

Settlers in Covered Wagons Part 2

Page 6-9

Call for Volunteers: We need YOU! Page 3

Book Review

Page 10

Flora Noyce

Page 4-5

A Eureka Moment

Page 11

Library Report

Page 12

Research

Page 12-13

INDEX
1

Volume 13 no. 4, December 2013

F r o m

t h e

P r e s i d e n t

L y n

G r a n t

Welcome from your new committee. For the first time in a number of years there were nominations for all
positions which is very pleasing. Remember though, that we like everybody else who does anything for our
society are volunteers and we would like your help. We always need more members to help out with the
duty roster and your input as to things we can do, resources we can purchase, ideas for the newsletter, guest
speakers we can invite etc. will be very much appreciated.
I encourage you to come to the monthly meetings and stay for supper (a plate of supper would be nice).
This is a good time to put your ideas to a committee member as most of them are usually in attendance. It is
also a good chance to talk to your fellow 'genos.' You never know, that brick wall may not be as
impenetrable as you thought.
The new committee's first task has been the adoption of the new Model Rules. A daunting but nonetheless
important task finished when the formalities were finalized at the Special Meeting in November. Thank you
to our members Trevor Aust, Marion Holland, Lyn Grant, Leanne Watmuff and Phillip Dedman for their
expertise in guiding us through the procedure.
Thanks to Raylee Schultz, we have already had some very interesting guest speakers. Jill Joslyn spoke at the
AGM about her life and the work she does as one of our council representatives. In September Trevor Aust
told us about the work done by a Justice of the Peace and the voluntary work the JPs do at the Police Station
every afternoon. Instead of a guest speaker in October we had a “What’s New Night” where we looked into
the new resources on TROVE, Family Search and Ancestry, all of which are available in our library. At the
November meeting, Leanne Watmuff explained how Willi Gieseler’s time in Sunraysia unfolded. She also
explained the documents used to unravel the mystery and how she helped connect his families in Australia
and Germany.
The first Monday in December is of course the Christmas Party. From past experience I am sure all those
attending will have a very enjoyable night.
The committee and I wish you the compliments of the season. The rooms will be closed from the 16th of
December until the 13th of January so have a great break and come back all refreshed and full of ideas for
the New Year.
Happy Christmas
and New Year!

Editor's Note: Thanks to all the contributors this edition. I know everyone will
enjoy the fascinating stories. Some contributions have been held over to March
edition. August was National Family History month and Raylee organised

for the ABC to come to the centre, view our resources and while they were
there, they did an interview with 'yours truly.' You can see details at
http://www.abc.net.au/local/stories/2013/08/09/3821769.htm#.UgRjtUBTvpo.email
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Special Request.
Dear Members,
As you all know, the Genealogical Information Centre (the Carnegie Centre) is open to and available for
members and the general public to use in their family research on Monday, Tuesday, Wednesday and
Saturday from 11 till 4. Members are rostered on to assist the public (and fellow members) in their research.
Unfortunately, the members who are available for these days has dwindled over the past few years and we
are now faced with a situation whereby we need more volunteers to be to able continue to offer this special
service to our members and the public.
Being on the roster is a great way to meet fellow members, learn more about how to research your own
family tree and raise money for the Society. The service we provide, and the resources at our fingertips, are
second to none and easy to learn. So, for 2014, please volunteer and become an active member in the
Society, as we desperately need more people to help on the days the Centre is open so that we can continue
to offer this important service.
MILDURA AND DISTRICT GENEALOGICAL SOCIETY

If you think you may be able to help,
even for one day a month, please give
Andrew McCormick a call on 0458
195711 and/or email the Society today.
Any amount of help will be greatly
appreciated and it is a very rewarding
experience. We are not able to offer
this service without your help!

ADVANCE NOTICE 2014

"Lady Teviot"
BE A VOLUNTEER

Lady Mary Teviot, United Kingdom
Genealogist and former President of
Contact The Recruiting Rostering Officer Today…
the UK Federation of Family History
Societies from 2001 to 2011, will be
Andrew McCormick 0458 195711
presenting
a
Family
History
workshop on Saturday 15th March 2014 at the Carnegie Centre Mildura. This will be a full day
workshop hosted be the Mildura & District Genealogy Society. Lady Teviot is now a lifetime vice
president of the Federation of Family History Societies, and a Member of the Council of the British
Records Association. Lady Teviot has been involved with Family History Research for over thirty five
years, and she also specializes in Probate Research. Lady Teviot has
lectured and fulfilled media engagements in Australia (including Good
ICAL SOCIETY
Morning
Australia) South Africa, Canada, USA and New Zealand.
There will be more details in our next Grapeline. Raylee.
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Flora Noyce
Article reproduced with kind permission of John
Anderson whose article appeared in The Sunraysia
Daily recently.
FLORA Noyce of Mildura will be 92 on Christmas
day and her story is told in the book In Praise of
Ageing written by Patricia Edgar, a former Mildura
girl.
Flora Noel Weir was born in Hawthorn, Melbourne,
on December 25 and her mother "named her Noel in
celebration." Her father, who was farming out of
Elmhurst near Ararat, took four days to find out his
first child had arrived. "He was so far from a phone
that he took that time to make contact to get the
news," Flora said.
A year later, her brother Mervyn was born and her
parents made the decision to move and settle as
pioneer farmers in the Millewa. "Dad had moved up
to Merrinee some time earlier, and I don't know
how, but he managed to re-locate a small wooden
cottage from Red Cliffs onto the uncleared
land."Flora's two other brothers Bruce and Raymond
arrived soon after the family settled in the Mallee.

Figure 1 Flora pictured at our November 2013 meeting before presenting M&DGS with a copy of the
book, In Praise of Ageing.
"We were a pretty good, happy family and now, looking back I realise how stoic all the parents were,
bringing up their children in such difficult conditions," she said. "Water, or rather the lack of it, was the
main problem -- everybody had a dam filled once a year from Lake Cullulleraine."I started school at five
and by six it was deemed that I should drive the horse and jinker, an eight mile round trip to school."My
mother couldn't see my head as I drove along and my feet didn't touch the floor. We had marvellous, happy
times at the little school in Merrinee and throughout our lives have maintained strong friendships."
When it came time for her secondary education, Flora moved to Avoca and stayed with her two aunts while
she attended Maryborough Technical School for two years. "It was thought that I leave school and return
home to the farm, which is what I did," she said. "Bad years on the farm due to lack of rainfall and drought
conditions resulted in my parents buying a dairy in Sandilong Avenue, Irymple."For some time they
supplied a larger dairy that delivered milk. Later they established their own milk delivery in Mildura."After
war broke out and my brother Mervyn was drafted, I, naturally had to take his place at the dairy."My father,
4
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Bruce and I rose at 3.30 every morning, milked the 25 to 30 cows, had breakfast, loaded up the horse and
cart and headed into Mildura to deliver the milk."
In 1943, Flora met Neil Noyce at the Working Man's Club Wednesday night dance. He was on leave from
the Air Force, having been stationed in Darwin during the first air raids. "We became engaged in December
1943 on mum's birthday, Neil was posted to Melbourne and we were married in Mildura on July 1, 1944,"
Flora explained. "The war ended, our first son Philip was born and we returned to Mildura."Neil established
his joinery business and we moved into our house in Thirteenth Street where Neil had his first small
workshop."While there, Ian, Richard and Glenda were born."
Neil was elected to the Mildura City Council in 1956 and the role for Flora meant a much busier life with
civic receptions, mothers clubs and the like. Seven years later when Neil was elected to the first of his three
terms as mayor, she was not confidant with taking on the role of the Mayoress -- a "role she did not feel
qualified to assume but carried out with confidence and aplomb".
In 1968 Neil and Flora's 18 year-old son Richard was killed in a car accident but Flora and Neil felt obliged
to carry on with their community responsibilities. In 1971 Neil decided not to re-nominate for council; his
new role as chairman of the Mildura Arts Centre would "keep him involved with public affairs." When their
50 year-old son Philip, who was visiting from Melbourne in 1995 for Christmas with his family, died
suddenly of heart failure while playing tennis, Flora and Neil's life was thrown into turmoil once more.
Once again, Flora and Neil "grieved, accepted, adapted and got on with their lives." They moved into a
retirement community in Mildura in 2000 and for ten years "they lived an active and contented life
together." Neil died of a stroke in October 2010 on his 90th birthday, ending a 66 year partnership. This
remarkably resilient woman coped with Neil's passing with dignity and strength just as she'd done with her
two sons.
Approaching her 92nd birthday, Flora continues to see life in positive terms. She enjoys regular contact with
her extended family and friends in Mildura and looks forward to visits to family in Ballarat, Melbourne and
Broken Hill. "I still drive a car, kneel to wash my floors, bake cakes to excess for my families, make chutney
for all the family and pick the fruit for fig and apricot jam and I consider my health good at this age, she
said. Flora enjoys meeting up with friends at the University of the Third Age in Mildura and said many of
her friends envy her. "I am alert enough to realise that many events and circumstances contribute to my good
fortune," she said. "I have not become disillusioned with age." I've never been disillusioned."Flora said she'd
never classed people as being "old." "I'm older than almost everyone I know," Flora said."I have always
hoped to reach old age; I hope I get there."
Flora's story The Reluctant Mayoress chapter 9 in Patricia Edgar's book In Praise of Ageing.
I welcome all contributions from you, our readers, so please send me your genealogical stories,
suggestions for successful searches which may help other members or reviews of reference materials
from our Society Library or elsewhere. Photos with a brief story are also welcome. I look forward to
hearing from you. Send contributions marked "Attention Grapeline Editor" to
milduragenealogy@gmail.com
Till next time,
happy family
Committee
members
can besearching,
contacted via our email address: milduragenealogy@gmail.com
President: Lyn Grant

Vice President: Fay Mannes

Publicity Officer: Raylee Schultz

Secretary: Marion Holland

Assistant Secretary: Philip Dedman

Catering Officer: Anne Newberry

Treasurer: Malcolm Williams

Librarian: Kaylene Charles

Research: Lyn Craig & Andrew McCormick

Roster Officer: Andrew McCormick

Webmaster: Marion Holland

5 Projects Officer: Lyn Grant
Figure 2
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Settlers in Covered Wagons
[Part 2] by Helen Petschel and Christine Cook.
This is a continuation of an article published in Grapeline 2013 Vol 13. No 3. It tells of the planning and
enactment of the 2012 retracing of an 1852 wagon train trek from S.A. to Victoria.

Planning the Retracing Event
To commemorate the arrival in
Victoria of our ancestors in
1852, we thought about planning
a retracing of their journey. In
2012 we could celebrate 160
years since that wagon trek of
promise from the Barossa to
Portland.
This idea was
mentioned in the 2010 Christmas
letter to our Petschel relatives.
Following that we considered
sharing the experience with
descendants of the other seven
families on that first Trek. But
how would we find them?

The Wendish Society was pleased to advertise and help through their website. This brought some
enthusiastic responses. Immediately we were invited to attend the Hamilton Pastoral Museum, ‘Seed and
Plough’ open weekend to promote our event. Our husbands, Bob and Ian were very happy to accompany us
there and it was a most enjoyable weekend. The enthusiastic response persuaded us to change our original
plans of completing the retracing at Portland to finishing in Hamilton instead. We also had planned to leave
on 26th April, the day our ancestors commenced their trek. It had the advantage of giving participants
ANZAC Day to travel to SA. But this date conflicted with another event in Hamilton so we decided on 3rd –
6th May. The involvement of the Hamilton descendants and the Western District community proved to make
the event a wonderful celebration. We were pleased we made the changes.
We were asked to provide information to some Hamilton schools so we produced a study unit for schools
which was taken up by Tarrington Lutheran School who also organised to follow our journey by Skype.
Each month we published a newsletter on various themes giving historical background to participants and
inviting involvement in the activities planned for the journey. We opened a website for information. The
Wendish Society also published our newsletters on their website. Interest grew through these monthly
newsletters and eventually registration to travel was closed when numbers were nearing 80. [More than this
we thought unmanageable and unsafe in convoy.] We had written to the ABC Radio’s Sunday with Macca
program and by the time it was broadcast we really didn’t need any more publicity! We had representatives
of all families, descendants coming from as far as Western Australia and Queensland to participate. Some
were able to join with us for just part of the trek. Our oldest participant was 97 and our youngest 9 months.
6
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The 93 year old great, great grandson of Pastor Oster, the first minister to Rosenthal and Hoffnungsthal
joined us for the first day.

The 2012 Trek, Rosedale to Hamilton
On 3rd May 2012, 160 years on, eighty descendants of those original settlers left Rosedale to retrace that
epic trek. This journey by cars in convoy took four days culminating in an historic finale at Hamilton.
Fortunately our research indicated that much of the 1852 route became the Princes Highway so travel was
not on the ‘regular track, occasionally just a narrow path’ of 160 years ago that Christiana Hiller recorded.
We compiled historical notes and maps, gave each car a sticker, organised the stopovers, alternative
sightseeing and various events along the way. Trekkers were free to use the notes and make their own tour.
The weather was good to us and really didn’t spoil any day’s event. Local venues and communities
supported us very well with themed meals and country fellowship. Trekkers got in the spirit too. Some
musically talented folk entertained us. Special songs were written for the occasion. The Huf family cooked
up Grandma’s old recipe for pig’s head sausage and brought them along to share. Our ancestors were
faithful Christians and we remembered that formally with a short devotion to begin each day. The evening
meals were preceded by a traditional Wendish Grace, sent from Bautzen, Germany as a recording for us to
learn. A quotation from the letters and diaries of our ancestors added a personal dimension to the experience
of trekking and on some occasions an emotive atmosphere.
We travelled from Rosedale
to Hoffnungsthal then down
to Murray Bridge for the first
night. Next day we crossed on
the ferry at Wellington where
we knew our ancestors
crossed. Andreas Albert had
written ~ ‘After Rosenthal the
countryside was very hilly but
there was a plain in front
before the Murray. We
crossed the river by ferry ~
each one drove their wagon
and the beasts pulling it onto
the ferry. The rest of the
livestock was brought across
in two trips. This way we
managed to reach the other
side safely.’

Figure 3 Sisters in Wendish costumes. There was much emailing and conversation prior to
the trek involving the costumes. Some families had original Wendish bonnets still in their
possession.

We journeyed along the Coorong to Kingston for the second night. This day was through land not unlike
that our ancestors would have travelled. They mentioned the many lakes and swamps and the birdlife. We
too enjoyed the National Park environment and the aboriginal history at the Coorong Cultural Museum. On
this day it was wonderful to experience the countryside as they would have seen it. In one spot the
pastoralists and early travellers’ track is signposted in the Coorong National Park.
From Kingston we journeyed through Mt Gambier, crossed the Glenelg River at Nelson and on to Portland.
Our ancestors mentioned the small village of Mt Gambier and its interesting lakes. They had trouble with
7
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leeches near Nelson. Christiana Hiller remembered: ‘We managed to find a nice camping place with plenty
of feed and water, but to our horror the place was swarming with leeches, so everyone took to their wagons
and retired early for the night. Usually the first thing after we rose in the morning was to see to the horses
and cattle ~ they would usually not stray far from the camp. However, this morning there was no sign of
them…after a lengthy search, we found them about midday with a cluster of leeches hanging to their noses
and legs…’

Figure 4. The horse drawn wagon provided by the Duyvestyn family made the parade special.
We began Sunday 6th May with a church service in the small Lutheran Church at Heywood led by trekker
Ed Koch and the Tarrington Brass Band. We donned Wendish costume for this day. On our entry into
Hamilton we joined behind a genuine horse drawn covered wagon, walking in procession through the streets
out to the Hamilton Pioneer Cemetery, the site of their first church, and where many of our ancestors rest.
After a wreath laying tribute led by Colin Huf, welcome and tributes from the Southern Grampians Shire
and the Western District Lutheran Church were made to our ancestor pioneers. Our settlers were the first of
many Wendish/German settlers to the Western District and it was appropriate that the Hamilton Pastoral
Museum host our afternoon and evening with food and
working exhibits. The Museum is built around St Luke’s
Lutheran Church constructed by our ancestors on Ballarat
Road, 150 years ago and displaying many of their cultural
items.
Those trekkers able to stay for Monday travelled to the
settlement site of Gnadenthal [near Penshurst]. The Bűrger
family hosted us with a tour of the original Bűrger home, a
national treasure, built of lehmwickel construction in 1853
8

Figure 5 Group photo at Mt Gambier with Wendish flag.

Volume 13 no. 4, December 2013
and preserved as a museum to the Gnadenthal settlers. The Rentsch and Petschel descendants were given the
key to tour their ancestral home on Petschel’s lane, now no longer in the family.
Our ancestors proved to be industrious and successful
farmers, contributing to the growth of communities around
the Western District of Victoria. After only 4 days in the
wagon tracks of our ancestors we felt we understood so much
more about them. Many of us had never met; even some
relatives had not met each other. There was a happy
friendship and camaraderie between the trekkers. Little places
all along the way made special effort to support us and feed
us etc. The Heywood and Hamilton folk encouraged by Colin
and Betty Huf put on a great finale and we all left on a high.
If you are planning a family history event we suggest you go
a little further than a get-together of relatives. Find something
Figure 6: Colin Huf led the service at the South
in your history that will help participants relive the thoughts
Hamilton Pioneer Cemetery from the wagon.
and times of their ancestors and make the occasion more
memorable. Our re-enactment not only informed us all of the
life and times of our ancestors but also told a pioneer story to the communities we met along the way. It was
more than Chris and I ever imagined and the responses we have had have made us very pleased with all the
work and effort we put into it.
##############
References:
Albert, Andreas (5 Dec. 1852 letter home from Portland Bay); translated
and reproduced in Emigrants on the Alfred, 1948 by Thomas A Darragh,
Friends of Lutheran Archives, 2003
Hiller, Christiana [nee Petschel] (1915) Sketches of my Life for my
Children, family possession; also published by Thomas A Darragh as
above.
Wendish Heritage Society Website: www.wendsonline@optus.net.com.au
Photos all courtesy of Helen Petschel.

Figure 7 Helen and Christine cutting the cake
made by Betty Huf, a surprise for the final
meal in Hamilton.

Grapeline pub. March, June, September and December. DEADLINES for submissions:
# 15th February 1st Quarter March Issue # 15th May 2nd Quarter June Issue # 15th August 3rd Quarter
September Issue # 15th November 4th Quarter December Issue.
Members are invited to submit stories of interest, enquiries re their own family research, or questions about
research in general.
Material needs to be received by the deadline as above to be included in the next available issue.
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Jenny's Book Review: Like the Ark: The Story of Ararat
Revised edition by Lorna Banfield 1986 Published by Longman Cheshire P/L, 95 Coventry Street,
Melbourne, Australia.
The book tells the story of adventuring squatters who travelled their flocks from New South Wales or
Tasmania to head to the plain between the Grampians and the Pyrenees.
The author has vividly recaptured the past in her story of Ararat. It is not difficult for the reader to visualise
life in the district commencing in the 1830s and throughout the different phases of settlement. First the
arrival of the squatters, the station life, followed by the hazards and discovery of gold in the 1850s and grain
farming and other enterprises through to the 1980s.
This book is excellent for any family historian who had relations living in and around Ararat from 1833
onwards as it gives a great description of what life would have been like at the different stages. This way we
can visualise what our ancestors would have been experiencing on a day to day basis.
The Author has also included photos of Barton Hall, Grampians, 1844, from a drawing by R.N. Bunbury,
Gold diggings, Mount Ararat, 1854, with quite a few tents dotted across the countryside, Barkly Street,
Ararat in 1878, hotel, bank and shops opposite post office in early 1860s, street shot of Mafeking, Mount
William, 1900s, and citizens outside Camp Hotel (now Ararat Hotel) 1872.
B u s h r a n g e r s
Bushrangers threw Buangor into turmoil in April 1855. At pistol point, three armed men drove acting
manager, Clarke and the workmen into the store and tied them to posts. Mrs Clarke and the housemaids and
two or three travellers, who had called for rations, were also bound and locked in the store. After ransacking
the house, the robbers rounded up the horses and hastened away with what loot they could carry.
The heroine of the day was a Highland girl named Katie Fleming, a daughter of one of the station hands.
She saw the bushrangers before they caught sight of her and quickly slipped between two haystacks. When
she heard them riding away, she left her hiding-place under the hay and freed the captives in the store. The
house looked as if a whirlwind had rushed through it. Clothes, silver plate and papers were scattered on the
floor. Mr and Mrs. Clarke bemoaned their loss, which amounted to about 300 pound, and the sobbing of the
terrified maid-servants added to the confusion.
Young Jack Stewart saddled a horse and followed the bushrangers’ tracks in the direction of Ercildoune. He
passed the men but they did not recognise him, and he reached Ercildoune in time to warn Mr Learmonth.
When the bushrangers arrived there they met with a hot reception. Stewart had a narrow escape in the fight,
and his mare fell with four bullets in her head. To show their appreciation of his brave action the squatters
of the district gave a dinner in Jack Stewart’s honour at the Carngham Inn. Let us hope they did not forget
to drink a toast to Katie Fleming!
C h i l d B i r t h
Mrs Kirkland of Trawalla travelled to Melbourne in a bullock-dray, covered with a tarpaulin in September
1839 for the birth of her second child. She described the journey “as a jaunt to Melbourne.” Her son, born
four days later, was christened by the Rev. James Clow, one of Melbourne’s first clergymen.
Like the Ark the story of Ararat, is not just a history of one location, but a chapter in the history of Victoria
and Australia. Jenny Dedman
10
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A Eureka Moment! By Phillip renfree
Janice and I have just returned from a caravanning holiday to Moss Vale, which is a small town near Bowral
in New South Wales. The reason for visiting this area was to meet up with 5 male cousins from Sydney at
the annual “adults only” golf day.
While the others went off on Saturday to play golf, Jan and I decided
to check out the “op” shops of Moss Vale for any collectables. Having
no success in Moss Vale, we decided to head for Bowral to check out
more “op” shops for anything of interest.
After a fruitless search in Bowral we decided to head home when, for
no reason other than the fact that Mittagong was 3 km away, I decided
to go and have a look at an antique shop which turned out to be as
large as a baseball stadium with over 100 stalls selling all sorts
of antiques and collectables.
Spotting a display of old papers, invoices and bank forms we began to
go through them when I jokingly said to Janice “wouldn’t it be funny
if we came across an item dealing with the Akhurst family (my family
history family)” to which Janice replied “Do you mean something like
these 1842 Land Indenture papers signed by Mr Thomas Kellett and
Mr William Akhurst and his wife Harriet?”
Figure 8 Phillip Renfree with the
'gold' that he struck at Mittagong.

You see...William and Harriet Akhurst are my mother’s Great, Great
Great Grandparents.

Genealogy is my Pastime ... I shall not stray, It maketh me to lie down and examine half-buried
Tombstones; It leadeth me into still Courthouses. It restoreth my Ancestral Knowledge;
It leadeth me into the Paths of Census Records and Ships Passenger Lists for my Surnames' sake;
Yes, though I wait through the Shadows of Research Libraries and Microfilm Readers,
I shall fear no Discouragement, for a Strong Urge is with me. The curiosity and Motivation, they
Comfort me; It demandeth preparation of Storage Space for the Acquisition of Countless

Documents; It anointeth my Head with burning Midnight Oil, My Family Group Sheets runneth over.
Surely Birth, Marriage and Death dates shall follow me all the Days of my Life,
And I shall dwell in the House of a Family History Seeker Forever.
~ Author Unknown ~
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LIBRARY REPORT by Kaylene Charles Librarian
BOOKS
Donated by Harley Dadswell –DIARY OF A SAPPER World War one reflections of Sapper Henry William Dadswell
By Henry William DADSWELL

BAY 8 SHELF 1

Donated by June Greatz - NO PRIVACY FOR WRITING by Andrew HASSAM.

BAY 2 SHELF 4

Donated by Chris Celegon -AUSTRALIAN FAMILY HISTORIES by Ralph REID

BAY 2 SHELF 4

A MARITIME HISTORY OF AUSTRALIA by John BACH

BAY 8 SHELF 2

Donated by Kaylene Charles -BENNETTO IS A CORNISH NAME BY Elizabeth BENNETTO

BAY 6 SHELF 1

Donated by Ken Wright- WITH THE NATIONALS IN SPRING STREET BY Ken Mackenzie WRIGHT

BAY 14 SHELF 3

CD-ROMS
Donated by Trevor AUST –
COMMISSIONS OF PEACE (JPs) VOLUME 2 (1916-1935) SRO NSW.
COMMISSIONS OF PEACE (JPs) VOLUME 3 (1936-1958) SRO NSW.

GENO 3 COMPUTER
GENO 3 COMPUTER

USB
Donated by Trevor Aust –
NEW SOUTH WALES JUSTICES OF PEACE (JP'S) WENTWORTH, BROKEN HILL, MILDURA.

GENO 3 COMPUTER

BOOKS PURCHASED
PIONEERING DAYS A WOMAN'S LIFE by COLAC & DIST FAMILY HISTORY GROUP.

BAY 9 SHELF 2

ENDURE AND FIGHT by Dr. David HOLLOWAY

Bay 8 Shelf 1

RESEARCH REPORT
By Research Officer: Andrew McCormick
Hi Members, This is a brief outline of the research which I have been doing over the
past couple of months as a result of some general inquiries which the Society has
received. Several of the projects have been completed, some are ongoing at this stage
and I am still waiting for some replies and confirmation if the person wants their
inquiry to be investigated. If anyone knows anything about any of the individuals who are being
investigated, please contact me – any assistance is always greatly received. Also, the Grave Project for the
returned servicemen – being able to identify next of kin who can be contacted by the Veterans Affairs
Department to put a plaque of recognition for their service during the Second World War – is ongoing and I
am going to put up a list of the servicemen on the notice board in the 'rooms' for anyone to look at and if
they have any information then I would appreciate it if they contacted me.
In the meantime, happy family researching, and remember if you get stonewalled please do not hesitate to
contact me for any help and assistance – one just never knows what one might find. (See research queries
next page.)
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Research
No.

Name

Inquiry

Ken Wright

Inquiry into about forty WWII local graves in regard to being recognised as those of
servicemen/women. Ongoing research to ascertain if relatives still living in area through
the electoral rolls and the Sunraysia Daily.

N/A
(ongoing)

415

Mary
Teague
(Sydney)

416

Louise
Watson

Inquiry into the Rouse family – mother lived at Red Cliffs for a time and may have
attended a convent (she was originally from England). Grandfather (Frederick William
Rouse) believed to have worked on the paddleboats (was a seaman?) and thought to have
died in the district.
Inquiry re-Workingman’s Longest Bar and information about the architect (Julian Serpell)
and the dimensions of the bar. Contacted Workers and Alfred Deakin Library; sourced
and scanned images but have found no information in regard to the architect and the
dimensions of the bar.
Inquiry into members of her family – Maurice Isaacs and Violet Aileen Brown – who she
thought lived in Main Street, Merbein for a time.

417

Kristine
Reynolds

I am carrying out some preliminary research for her family – Richard Belsar (Belser) who
lived in the Swan Hill district and was married to Elizabeth.

418

Grace
Christian

Inquiry for obtaining copies of the SRD – 23 January 1954. Copy has been scanned
(noted error in page numbers) and I sent them to Grace.

Rob Barnett

Inquiry in regard to his family – Paravicini and Tognolini – that lived and worked in the
St Arnaud district. Evidence of living at Yatpool in 1919 and 1924. Preliminary research
shows Paravicini buried at Nichols Point Cemetery and I have confirmed earlier
information that they lived at Yatpool.
Inquiry whether the Society would be interested in a Farnsworth Family Tree (hardcopy).
The Family Tree is 157 pages in size, and according to Betty relates to Farnsworth
members who have lived (living) in the Mildura district. I answered in the affirmative
and she has sent a copy of her family tree, which I have passed onto Kaylene Charles
(librarian) to put in the library.

414

419

Carol
Pateman

(ongoing)
Betty
Plunkett

N/A
(West
Australia)
420

421

422

423

Inquiry into Lubbo Singh – lived in Mildura at the beginning of the 20th Century –
researching into where he lived and when (if) he got married. I have found he had
property in Yatpool and lived for a time with relatives in Mildura.
Jean Espie
Inquiry into her grandmother’s grave and information concerning Henry Robert McEwan
– she thought he might have worked for the Chaffey brothers as he was an engineer and
had come out from England with the intention of coming to Mildura and working on the
pumps.
Jean-Baptist Inquiry for information about the death of Angelo Manni (overseas inquiry from France).
Provenzal
Singh
Family

Katarine
Dakic

Inquiry into Charles Robert Ford (Merbein) who she thinks was adopted. I have done
some preliminary research into the family but have not turned up anything of note so far,
so if anyone has any information about a Charles Ford living in Merbein please contact
me.

Raylee thought members may be interested in this cemetery website:
Have you checked our website lately?
http://austcemindex.com/
http://www.rootsweb.ancestry.com/~ausmdgs/
"A Window into the Past" link on page for special project.
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Check it out! Thanks Marion for the hard work.

Volume 13 no. 4, December 2013
Membership Benefits:Free use of library; Receive quarterly Newsletter. Free research queries published
in Newsletter.
Meetings: - Ist Monday of month except January and December, 7.30 pm Carnegie Centre,
Deakin Avenue Mildura.
Library Hours:-Monday, Tuesday, Wednesday, and Saturday: 11.00 am - 4.00 pm.
Closed all Public Holidays. Library Fees: - $10.00 for non members per day. Research Fees:
$30 for first 2 hrs. $15 per additional hour.
Membership: -Joining Fee $10, Ordinary $22, Concession $16.50, Joint $33. Badge Fee $10

The M&DGS Inc. gratefully acknowledges the contribution of
Mr Peter Crisp
Member for Mildura
whose office has printed this newsletter, free of all cost, as a community service.
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