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Pictured left are two soldiers who served at 

Gallipoli. On the right is Tom Cupper, aged 23, a 

labourer from Birdwoodton and on the left is 

Charles Orr, a 19 year-old postal employee from 

Ararat.   Both men left Australia on-board 

Transport A24 Benalla on 19 October 1914 along 

with Tom Cupper’s older brother John Percival 

Cupper also from Birdwoodton. The men were 

part of the 8th Battalion which served at Gallipoli. 

Tom Cupper’s story of service and survival 

features in this magazine as do the stories of other 

local men from the Sunraysia area.  

(Photo courtesy Helen Stone, grand-daughter of Tom Cupper.) 

“They shall grow not old, as we that are left grow 

old;  

Age shall not weary them, nor the years 

condemn.  

At the going down of the sun and in the morning  

We will remember them." 
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PRESIDENT'S REPORT by Lyn Grant 

I think the outstanding achievement of the year was the presentation of certificates at the Christmas party to 

members who have been part of the Society for 20, 25 and 30 years.  The members who received the 

certificates have been the backbone of the Society and thoroughly deserve the recognition afforded them.  A 

big thank you goes to Kaylene Charles who also put together a "Tree of Years" showing all members with 

over five years’ standing.  Mal Williams framed them for us and they can be found next to the notice-board in 

the meeting room. 

 

The group is now on Facebook. https://www.facebook.com/pages/Mildura-District-Genealogical-Society-

Inc/1397476533916143  Do go on-line and ‘Like’ us and read the latest goings-on with the society.  The page 

has been setup by Liza Davison whose expertise has been very much appreciated.  We have also completely 

renewed our webpage so check that out also and let us know what you think. 

http://www.rootsweb.ancestry.com/~ausmdgs/  

 

This year we conducted a workshop and a book launch.  The workshop was with Debbie Beavis, the author 

of "Who sailed on Titanic". In the workshop, Debbie concentrated on researching English maps, England's 

National Archives and maritime records as well as providing some helpful tips on selecting a researcher and 

how to approach them. 

 

The book launch was for our Newsletter Editor, Helen Stagg's book "Harnessing the Murray River: Stories of 

the people who built Locks 1 to 9, 1915-1935." It attracted a very large gathering of around 120 people and 

proved to be a very enjoyable day.  I am of the opinion that there were 10 jam and cream scones for everyone 

in attendance!  We certainly had plenty.  Another large crowd attended the meeting at night where Helen 

spoke about some of the families featured in the book and the research that went into making the book such a 

success. (Editor’s note: Book available for purchase from Helen. Order form can be downloaded from 

http://historybyhelen.com.au/ ) 
 

Our regular meetings have again been very popular.  Guest speakers Lisa Cooper, Daphne Theobald, Henry 

Tankard, Graham Smith and Nicholas Opie along with Helen have been very interesting.  We have also had 

"show and tell" and "photo and tell" nights and after each meeting we retire to the supper room. Lots of 

genealogical brick walls come down with a cuppa after the meetings. Thank you to all who have bought along 

a plate. 

 

A vote of thanks goes to our volunteers who have contributed their time and effort again this year.  Well done 

everybody. I would like to congratulate the committee on a very successful year and wish the incoming 

committee all the best for next year. 

PROJECTS’ REPORT by Lyn Grant  

The big achievement for the Projects’ Team during the 2014-2015 year was the completion of the indexing 

and digitising of the Methodist, Presbyterian and Uniting Church baptism and marriage records. The finished 

products were presented to a very grateful Henry Tankard who accepted them on behalf of the Uniting Church 

at the March monthly meeting.  The team photographed 1550 pages of records and produced a 362 page book; 

this was a big project that had been ongoing for many years. 

 

The long awaited "Thelma Bock Index" was also finished during the year.  Thelma, who was our Research 

Officer for many years, kept detailed records, not only of the query but also of the research she carried out.  

R E P O R T S  F R O M  A G M ,  3  A u g u s t  2 0 1 5  

https://www.facebook.com/pages/Mildura-District-Genealogical-Society-Inc/1397476533916143
https://www.facebook.com/pages/Mildura-District-Genealogical-Society-Inc/1397476533916143
http://www.rootsweb.ancestry.com/~ausmdgs/
http://historybyhelen.com.au/
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For easy access this has now all been indexed and included in the "Thelma Bock Index." The photographing 

of the Mildura Court records has also come to an end.  This has been a huge project that involved 7500 photos.  

It actually takes more time to change the file names to a searchable format than it does to take the photos.  The 

typing of the index is all but finished and the proof-reading is continuing at a steady rate but won't be finished 

this year. 

 

After being together as a team for many years we farewelled some of our members this year.  Jan Stewart 

decided it was time to retire and Marion Holland moved out of the district.  These two ladies are greatly missed 

not only for their input into the various projects but also for their camaraderie. To all those who have been 

part of the team this year thank you for your contribution to a very enjoyable and productive year. 

  

Now that our team is a bit smaller we are on the lookout for new recruits.  If you are interested in helping 

index and preserve records for future generations why not consider joining us? 

RESEARCH REPORT by Andrew McCormick  

Over the past year there has been a variety of research requests from numerous individuals seeking to piece 

together their family’s past.  Fortunately, most of the inquiries have been satisfactorily answered with the 

details being found in the society’s extensive library and archival records.     

 

As well as local requests, inquiries have come from other parts of Victoria and interstate as well as from 

several overseas countries, including Scotland, England and America.  While some of these requests have 

required in-depth research, most of the inquiries have been quite straight-forward and the information being 

sought has been found, collated and sent off. The information sought has included details about the death and 

of the burial plot of a relative; a copy of a marriage or a birth notice from the Sunraysia Daily; where a family 

member may have worked or lived while in the area; the school they may have attended while living in 

Mildura; a photograph of a family member or of their headstone as well as details of the inscription on the 

headstone and in some cases a copy of the funeral notice which appeared in the Sunraysia Daily.  

Subsequently, the requests have been varied, interesting and have shed light on the people, places and 

businesses in the district, a fascinating window into the past of the area and its subsequent development since 

the early days of pastoral settlement in the mid-nineteenth century.      

 

Also, the Grave Project for returned servicemen has been an important part of our research for the year, 

whereby Ken Wright has sought details of parents and children of servicemen buried in the local cemeteries, 

so that the Veterans Affairs Department can contact them and arrange for a plaque to be placed on the grave 

in recognition of their service during the Second World War.  Once again, this has been a very rewarding 

activity, and has led to the identification and recognition of some of the district’s servicemen.   

 

Furthermore, it has been pleasing to see not only visitors, but also some of our members using the society’s 

wonderful resources at the Carnegie Centre, making good use of the excellent online and ever-expanding 

library resources in search of answers about a distant relative, or trying to clarify the particulars and gain 

evidence for a ‘colourful’ story which has been handed down from generation to generation.    

 

No doubt, the coming year will continue to be busy and I anticipate it will bring another lot of interesting and 

sometimes unusual research requests.  In the meantime, remember that there are a lot of sources at the Carnegie 

Centre, including online access to the Public Record Offices, State Libraries, Trove, Electoral Rolls, Rate 

Books and the Titles Office to assist you in your research. Also, if anyone needs any assistance please do not 

hesitate to drop into the Carnegie Centre and talk to other members, who will be only too happy to help and 

share what knowledge they have to assist in your efforts to unravel your family history.  

LIBRARY REPORT by Kaylene Charles  

During 2014-2015 the M&DGS library collection increased by 105 articles. Most of that number involves 

books and folders but also CDs, DVDs and 3 USBs. Approximately 40 donations have been received from 

generous members and the remainder were purchased by the society. Topics covered by the new accessions 
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include many local histories, cemetery records of Bendigo, Kyneton and Carlsruhe, Victorian Crown 

Grantees information, Pastoral Pioneers, Aborigines, mining, riverboats, historic homes and English Parish 

records. There are also guides to assist in tracing women, textile-worker and pauper ancestors.  Thank you to 

everyone who has donated resources during the past twelve months; they are much appreciated. 

Our computers have performed well this year with no maintenance problems, although Geno 3 and 4 are 

becoming quite slow. The society has taken out a new membership for Biographical Database of Australia 

and maintained the memberships for Deceased on Line on Geno 7, Ancestry.com and Find my Past 

membership on Geno 7 & 8.  Our main printer/copier has performed well during the last 12 months. Just a 

few minor hiccups during the year have reminded us how valuable a resource it is. Total amount of prints, 

scans or copies produced this year was 3,500 colour and 14,951 black and white. 

One of the main highlights this year was to acquire the Mildura Methodist, Presbyterian and Uniting Church 

Index from the Projects’ group. This is an exceptional local resource with baptisms covering years 1891-

1992 and marriages 1946-1992.  As M&DGS library has had the Church of England and Catholic indexes 

for many years, it is now very rewarding to have this extra index to complete the picture. Congratulations to 

the projects’ group people for all their hard work and the many hours which went into developing this index 

from the original records loaned by the Uniting Church. 

Thank you to all the ‘Duty People’ who make the Library accessible to everyone four days a week. This year 

the Genealogical Society has had 1,265 people sign our visitor’s book which included approximately 100 

from out of the district.  A further thank you must go to Annette Traeger, Jenny Dedman, Glad Bowman, 

Tess Hards, Enid Sutherland and Liz Wallace for helping with stocktakes and other jobs in the library 

throughout the year. 

NEWSLETTER REPORT by Helen Stagg  

Thanks to all contributors to the Grapeline over the last twelve months. While I was completing the final 

stages of the publication of my book on the history of lock construction, Philip Dedman kindly stepped up to 

take responsibility for the first two 2015 editions of Grapeline, assisted by Lyn Grant. My sincere thanks to 

both these people for their help and recognition of the time pressures I was experiencing. 

The Grapeline takes a new direction from the September 2015 edition. From now on members can download 

the new edition of the Grapeline each quarter from the M&DGS website. The reminder email sent to members 

about the March, June, September and December M&DGS meetings will include the link to download the 

newsletter. Those without access to the internet will be able to collect a printed copy at the society rooms 

where a limited number will be available. 

I take this opportunity once again to thank Peter Crisp and his staff for their assistance with the printing over 

the past year and also all who have helped with the job each quarter of folding and addressing newsletters. 

****** 

An interesting snippet from the Cultivator 27 April 1918:  
At a ceremony at Mildura Central School to mark Anzac Day, the Rev E W Wallis spoke on the word 

ANZAC attributing the following characteristics to the people who had answered the call of duty.  

Australasia, Nobility, Zeal, Adaptation, Chivalry 



Volume 15 no. 4, September 2015  
 

5 
 

Centenary of Anzac: Lest we forget! 
Between 2014 and 2018 Australia is to commemorate the Anzac Centenary, marking 100 years since the 

nation’s involvement in the First World War. In this issue of the Grapeline, you can read about some of the 

local men who enlisted for the First World War. 

The Mildura Rural City Library Service has put together a tribute to Sunraysia’s WW1 service personnel 

and have kindly agreed for me to use some of the material they gathered for this.  

Our Sacrifice for the Empire 
Article compiled by Michael Hogan and Helen Zibell of Mildura Rural City Library Service. 

 

To acknowledge the commemoration of the centenary of World War One, the Library Service 

has put together a series of banners that tell part of the story of Mildura’s contribution to the 

War. The overall aim of the project was for our local community to gain a better 

understanding of how the First World War unfolded in relation to people from the Mildura 

area.  

 

Initial planning began in mid-2013 when the Library Service became aware of the Anzac 

Centenary Local Grants Program of the Department of Veterans Affairs. The Library Service 
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obtained a grant of $5291 to create four large banners (3 m x 2 m).  In addition, the Library 

Service decided to fund five smaller banners, 600mm x 1500mm. 

 

The banners feature articles that were published in the local newspaper The Mildura 

Cultivator during the war years.  There are also photographs sourced from the Australian 

War Memorial, the Mildura Historical Society and other local organisations and individuals.  

 

The story unfolds through personal accounts of soldiers from the front, news items about 

recruiting locally, fundraising efforts, the development of the soldier settlements, the effects 

of war, and other topics.  

 

The first of the large banners (shown on previous page) covers from the declaration of war in 

August 1914 to the end of 1915, the second covers 1916, the third 1917 and the fourth 1918.  

The smaller banners tell the personal stories of a number of local servicemen and women.  

 

The following short items are from the ‘Local News’ section of the Mildura Cultivator on 

Saturday 16 December 1916 and Saturday 21 October 1916 and they provide examples of 

the stories that can be found on the large banners. 

 

The world is a small place after all and one knocks up against old friends in 

unexpected places. Private Percy Robbins, formerly of Mildura, while walking in the 

desert some miles from the Suez Canal, recently picked up the lid of a box of Mildura 

clusters which bore the legend, "  Grown and Packed by G  Gregory, Nichols Point, 

Mildura.” He wrote a letter upon the plain underside and returned the carton to Mrs 

Gregory, who prizes it highly as a souvenir.  

** 

Miss L Egerton, of the Mildura State School, recently received a letter from a soldier 

who left Melbourne on the Runic on 20th June last. The letter was written during the 

second day at sea and was put in a bottle and thrown overboard. Last week the bottle 

was picked up at Portland and the letter posted to Miss Egerton at Mildura. 

 

The Cultivator regularly reported throughout the war on the contributions made by the ladies 

of the Red Cross. There were counts of different items knitted or sewn. But one ‘Red Cross 

Notes’ report on 6 April 1918 included a special request:  

Note from Headquarters - We are now requiring a large number of arm-stump socks 

both for use here and abroad and will be glad to receive large donations of same. 

Directions for above - No. 10 needles; thick wool, white or natural preferred. Cast on 

from 40 to 44 stitches. Knit three inches of ribbing, three and a half of plain knitting, 

then decrease as for the toe of sock; length of decrease to be two and a half inches. 

Length of arm stump sock when finished, nine inches. 

 

There is a great deal more that can be told of Mildura’s contribution World War One and a 

large number of resources are available online for everyone to search and discover more 

about World War One. All of the issues of The Mildura Cultivator from 1914 to 1918 can be 

found on the National Library of Australia’s Trove website: http://trove.nla.gov.au/   

http://trove.nla.gov.au/
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World War One Service records  are available from the 

National Archives of Australia http://www.naa.gov.au/ . 

The Public Records of Victoria and the Victoria 

Museum and Australian War Memorial websites are 

also well worth visiting.  

 

The banners have been on display at the Red Cliffs 

Library and will be on display at the Mildura Visitor 

Information Centre during September. (Grapeline 

readers are encouraged to make a visit to see the 

display. Ed.)  
 [Pictured left is an image of one of the smaller banners which 

form part of the display and pictured below is another of the 

larger banners.]  

  

Useful websites for researching your Australian soldier: 
The State Library of Victoria has a research guide titles ‘getting started’ which has useful information and 

tips. See: http://guides.slv.vic.gov.au/wwone_soldiers By using this guide, you should be able to research 

the following: 

 a soldier's service record 

 movements and activities of a soldier's unit 

 battles and campaigns the soldier may have been involved in 

 personal accounts of a soldier's war experience 

 the broader context of a soldier's war 

The National Library has a great site called Discovering Anzacs http://discoveringanzacs.naa.gov.au/ A 

growing number of Australian profiles on Discovering Anzacs have a repatriation record attached which 

shows what happened to that person after the war.  

http://www.naa.gov.au/
http://guides.slv.vic.gov.au/wwone_soldiers
http://discoveringanzacs.naa.gov.au/
http://discoveringanzacs.naa.gov.au/after-the-war
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 Tom Cupper by Helen Stone 

Tom Cupper was born in Stourport, Worcestershire, England and had arrived in Mildura in 1912. With his 

older brother John Percival (Jack) the brothers were working in Mildura as labourers and farm hands when 

Australia became involved in the First World War on 4th August 1914. Just 11 days later, it was reported in 

the Mildura Cultivator that Tom and Jack were among a group of 79 Mildura men who assembled at the 

parade ground in Mildura for drill in response to the declaration of war. Jack left Mildura on 19/8/14 with 

the first group of Mildura men and "Wentworthians" who were classified as ‘fit’. Tom Cupper aged 23 years 

and 9 months, followed a few days later with the remainder of the Mildura volunteers who had been 

processed. 

Both men were given consecutive service numbers, Jack 653 and Tom 654 and were in the 8th Battalion, 

A.I.F which left Melbourne on the troopship HMAT A24, 

Benalla on 21st October 1914 bound for Albany, W.A. On 

1/11/14 they left King George Sound as part of the first 

convoy of Australian and New Zealand ships and headed 

off to war. 

Jack's war service was short-lived after an injury at 

Gallipoli on 25/4/15 when he sustained a shrapnel wound 

to his left arm and he returned to Australia in November 

1915. Tom, however, served for the duration of the war 

including for the entire Gallipoli campaign. He was 

promoted to Lance Corporal at ANZAC on 27/11/15 and 

then served on the Western Front from March 1916 where 

the 8th Battalion's first main action was in the July 1916 

Battle of Pozieres. 

Tom sent a letter back to his brother Jack in Mildura 

(published in the Mildura Cultivator on 9th December 

1916) describing an incident at Pozieres in which he was 

very nearly killed and he expressed his desire for an early 

end to hostilities.  Tom was promoted to Corporal in the 

field on 7/9/16 and later to the rank of Sergeant, a rank that 

he held until the end of the war. A report in the Cultivator 

on 18/7/17 included Tom as one of the Mildura locals who 

had ‘put in 1000 days' service for King and for Empire.’ 

Tom met and married his wife Ivy in England after the war 

and they returned to Australia in June 1919. Block 65 in 

Birdwoodton, a soldier settlement property was re-

allocated to him on 12/12/19 after the death of the initial 

recipient, Thomas Jewell who with three of his brothers, 

died of influenza within one week. 

Tom's grandson Philip Cupper still lives on a one acre house block cut out of the original 

property allocated to Tom, i.e. Block 65 Mena Road Birdwoodton (a very significant address, with the street 

named after Mena Camp in Egypt, where the Australian soldiers trained prior to the Gallipoli battle, and the 

Birdwoodton settlement named after General Birdwood, who was in charge of the Australian soldiers). 

Tom's youngest son Ainslie took over the block from Tom and many years later, a house block was cut out 

for Ainslie's son and the remainder of the property was sold. The fruit block has been cleared and is no 

longer productive. Ainslie and his wife Rosa currently reside at Block 35 (which Tom and Ivy had 

purchased from Joe Kinniburgh in 1926) and which is directly across the road from Block 65.  

Tom hated the English after the war, because of the way they had treated the Australian soldiers but each 

year, he attended the ANZAC day march in Melbourne although he did not discuss the war with Ainslie.  

Jack Cupper 
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At Christmas 1916, Tom sent this Christmas greeting to his family in England. 

Christmas thoughts:  

From the scent of the gum and the 

wattle, from the mountains of blue far 

away, and where wallabies range, I 

guess, is a change to fighting the Huns 

here today. In place of the homestead, 

this station in a clearing our bayonets 

have won, while in trenches of sand long 

hours we stand, mid the coo-ee of rifle 

and gun. But we’re doing our bit you will 

gather and it isn’t a small bit at that, for 

the name of the ANZACs will forever 

remain as a record fame scored with our 

bat. And when all of this flurry is over and battles and fighting are done, By George there 

will be for Australia to see, a corroboree, ‘somewhere at home’  

  

Tom and Ivy Cupper c 1923 with sons Ray and Ken 
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William Leeder: Great uncle of Shirley Woodford. 

William was born 27 January 1886 at 

Charlton Victoria to Eliza and William 

Leeder. At 29, he was working as a farmer at 

Sea Lake when he enlisted on July 7 1915 and 

embarked with the 31st Battalion in November 

1915. He served on the Western Front before 

being killed in action in France on 21 March 

1918. His grave is at Cabin Hill Cemetery, 

Belgium. A tragic outcome followed by more 

heartache for his family as the personal effects 

retrieved from his body were lost in transit to 

Australia when the ship carrying them, the 

HMAT Barunga, was lost through enemy fire 

at sea.  

William Leeder came from a large family. He had been 

named after a brother who had been born and died in 1877. 

There was also Hilda Florence, (1875-1955), Robert 

Edward, (1881-1910), Ernest Nicholas, (1883-1910), Nellie 

Violet, (1888-1968), Ethel Eliza (Lila), (1893-1960), and 

Florence Wilma, (1899-1924).  

William Leeder’s parents inserted a plaintive notice in the 

newspaper after his death:  

No loved ones stood around him, to bid a fond 

farewell. No word of comfort could we give to him 

we loved so well. He rose responsive to his 

country’s call and gave for her his best- his life, his 

all. 

Greatly missed!  

Inserted by his sorrowing parents, brother and 

sisters. 

A sorrowing fiancée wrote:  

“Dear Will, I will never forget.” 

  

William Leeder 
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Jimmy and Daisy Hamilton:  

Brother and sister serve in the war. 
James Morrison (Jimmy) Hamilton enlisted on 19th August 1914 at the age of 19. He worked in Mildura at 

Sam Pugsley’s carpentry shop before the war. He was also serving in the 73rd Infantry of the Citizen 

Military Forces, Victoria. 

On 5th May, 1915, while fighting at Gallipoli, with the 1st Field Company Engineers, Jimmy received 

gunshot wounds to his left arm and finger. After hospitalisation in Egypt he returned to Gallipoli on 2nd 

June, 1915 and continued fighting until the general evacuation on 27th December 1915.  

Jimmy then served in France from the end of March 1916 until he was wounded in July 1916. He was 

transferred to hospital in England, returning to France on 8th February 1917 to join the 1st Division 

Engineers. Jimmy was promoted to Corporal on 14th July 1917. 

On 17th October, 1917, the Mildura Cultivator reported Jimmy had been missing since 21st September. On 

20th October 1917, Steele Blayde wrote a moving article expressing distress over Jimmy’s missing status. 

(http://nla.gov.au/nla.news-article74806642 ) It was not until 24th November 1917 that Corporal J M 

Hamilton was reported in the 354th Casualty List as Killed in Action. Jimmy was believed to have been 

killed at Passchendaele, Ypres, Belgium on 21st September 1917. He was 21 years old. 

About three months before he was killed, Jimmy had met up with his older sister Daisy and they were 

photographed together in their uniforms while abroad. Daisy travelled to England and joined the Women’s 

Army Auxiliary Corps (WAAC). While Daisy was working in France, Jimmy was reported missing, and her 

parents wanted her to come home. She was granted a compassionate discharge from the WAAC and 

returned to Australia. 

The Women’s Army Auxiliary Corps (WAAC) was formally established in July of 1917 to employ women in 

the army to carry out cookery, mechanical, clerical and miscellaneous duties in France, thus freeing up the 

men so they could be sent to the front to fight.  

Thomas Edwin Surgey:  
First Mildura life reported lost at Gallipoli 

On 22nd August, 1914, at 24 years of age, Tom Surgey travelled by train to the Broadmeadows training 

camp. His family’s business (E. B. Surgey and Sons) supported the war effort, by helping to build the 

Mildura Rifle Range and by donating two draught horses for use by the expeditionary force. Tom wrote a 

cheerful letter home from Broadmeadows saying he was ‘with a first-rate crowd of comrades.’  

On 25th April, 1915, Tom landed at Gallipoli and was wounded the same day by a sniper while fetching 

water for his comrades. He received gunshot wounds to the back and abdomen and was transferred to a 

hospital ship, where he died of his wounds. 

http://nla.gov.au/nla.news-article74806642
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Tragedy struck the family again on Monday 8th November, 1915. A story in the Mildura Cultivator on 

Wednesday 10th November, 1915 reports the death of Tom’s father, Edwin Surgey. The article states Mr 

Surgey had been:  

brooding a great deal about this terrible war and was wishing that he might be allowed to go. A 

brother enlisted recently and that caused him additional worry which quite overcame him. 

On Monday morning his sole surviving son John Herman Surgey, left him at 8.30 o'clock to do some 

discing work among the vines. He understood then that his father was going to Merbein, but on 

returning to the stable at 11.30 o'clock he found his father's bicycle there. On looking about he 

discovered the dead body of his father, who had shot himself in the head with a rifle.  

The article describes a note left by Edwin Surgey saying:  

If he could have enlisted it would have been better. His wife, he said, had been a good brave wife 

and Jack a good brave son and brother. He hoped to join his dear son Tom and trusted that his 

brother Herman would soon be back, that the war would soon be over and that everybody would be 

happy again. 

Another sad aside to this tragedy is recorded in Thomas Edwin Surgey’s war record. His mother Martha 

Louise wrote several letters seeking the return of her son’s Reynolds Brass euphonium which had been a gift 

from his brother. It seems it was not found. See 

http://discoveringanzacs.naa.gov.au/browse/records/414785/40 

The memorial card shown 

here reads:  

Through life’s conflict 

guard us all, and if 

wounded some must 

fall, ere the victory be 

won, for the sake of 

Christ Thy Son, these 

thy children, Lord 

defend, and in death Thy comfort lend. 

   Many wreathes were laid 

in honour of the fallen. 

Henderson Park Mildura 

25 April 2015.  

Photo: Helen Stagg 

All those who served from 

1914 to 1975 are honoured at 

the Henderson Park Honour 

Rolls. 

 

 Lest We Forget 

http://discoveringanzacs.naa.gov.au/browse/records/414785/40
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Henry Hart and John (Jack) Hart and Ernest Rowe:  

a young bride’s share in the war effort. 

Dot Hart had only been married to Ernest Rowe for two weeks when Ernest left for the war 

where he served at Gallipoli, suffering gunshot wounds to the chest on 12th May, 1915. He 

went on to serve in France and in August 1917, Ernie Rowe transferred to the Australian 

Flying Corps and was later appointed Flying Officer Pilot 2nd Lieutenant.  

Dot’s brother, John (Jack) Hart was 21 years old when he enlisted at Mildura on 21st 

September 1914. Jack was fiercely patriotic and very committed to the war. This was 

reflected in a letter he sent to the Mildura Cultivator, published 11th September 1915 in 

which he encouraged other Mildura lads to enlist. Ironically Jack Hart had by that date, been 

killed in action (26 August 1915 at the Dardanelles) but his parents were not officially 

notified until three months later. His parents and his sister wrote moving tributes for 

publication in the Mildura Cultivator on 4th December 1915. 

HART.-On the 26th August, killed in action at the Dardanelles, Corporal Jack Hart, only son 

of Mr and Mrs H J Hart of the Billabong, Mildura; aged 21 years.  

Buried in a nameless grave, 

Laid aside with other brave, 

His life for King and Right he gave, 

Our only son. 

A handsome, happy, English boy, 

His soldier spurs yet hardly won, 

A father's pride, his mother's joy 

An only son. 

He answered to the Nation's call; 

We ill could spare our one and all 

And prayed God would not let him fall: 

Our only one. 

But fortune failed him in the strife, 

Our pride was in a moment gone; 

We start again just man and wife, 

Without a son. 

For all should fight, and some must die,  

He takes his chance, does an only son, 

And parents bow and humbly cry: 

"Thy will be done.”  

-Inserted by his loving father and mother. 

He died that all he loved might live, 

And his mission might achieve;  

He died for those he held most dear,  

He died to save the world from fear.  

For faith and liberty and truth  

He offered up his stalwart youth.  

He fell that peace might come again  

Throughout the tortured world, and reign.  

And we who loved him should rejoice,  

Though never now we hear his voice,  

That he who joined the glorious band  

Who perished for the Motherland  

Died game, if it is death to give  

One’s life that all one loves may live. 

-Inserted by his loving sister, Dot. 
 

Dot and Jack’s father, Henry Hart, was an engine-

driver for the First Mildura Irrigation Trust.

 

After his son’s death, Henry at the age of 44, also enlisted in the A.I.F. in January, 1916 and 

served with the 38th Battalion C Company in France from November 1916 before suffering 

gunshot wounds to his left leg on 27th February 1917. After admission to the Middlesex 

County War Hospital, he finally left England for Australia on 3rd July 1917. 
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GALLIPOLI 2015 

Nicholas Opie, a student from St Joseph’s College Mildura, spoke at our June meeting about 

his trip to Gallipoli for the 2015 Centenary commemorations. 

On 20 April 2015, 98 students 

and chaperones chosen from 

across the State to represent 

Victoria, departed for the 

Gallipoli 2015 ANZAC Day 

Dawn Service Tour. They joined 

with descendants of those who 

served at Gallipoli and thousands 

of Australians to participate in 

the solemn commemorations to 

mark the centenary of ANZAC 

Day. Nicholas Opie from 

Mildura’s St Joseph’s College 

was one of the students and he 

gave a fascinating account of his 

trip and the experience at our 

June meeting. 

+++++++++++++++++++++++++++++++++++++++++++++++++++++++++++++++++++++++++++++++++++++++++++++++++++ 

 

Pictured above at the Mildura centenary of Anzac ceremony at Henderson Park is Barbie 

Cornell, (centre), and others ready to lay wreathes at the memorial. A large crowd braved 

cold and wet conditions to remember our fallen service personnel.  
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Can you help?  You may not actually think about it but every task in our great organisation is undertaken by 

volunteers. As changes occur with people in their daily lives, we are constantly in need of people to volunteer their time. If you 

could spare a few hours per month, or even on an occasional basis, it would be sincerely appreciated. We would especially like to 

welcome new members to the volunteer group. The following is a list of the major areas in which we already have volunteers 

working, or for which we need more volunteers. Please complete your details below and return your form to the Secretary via 

milduragenealogy@gmail.com marked Volunteer offer, or mail to M&DGS, P.O. Box 2895, Mildura Victoria 3502. It would also 

be appreciated if current volunteers could complete the information in order to update the M&DGS Volunteer register. Before you 

forget to do this, remember, DON’T leave it up to someone else, because if everyone does this, we may end up with no-one, and 

with no volunteers, we cannot continue to operate to the standard you expect as a member of M&DGS. 

AREA BRIEF DESCRIPTION 
New 

Volunteer 

Current 

Volunteer 

Computers 
Assist in networking system, PC hardware & software. 

(Professional Experience required) 
  

Projects team 
As part of a team, assist on a Thursday indexing various 

records or tasks as required. 
  

Speakers or Tutors 
Conduct sessions on aspects of genealogy. Speak at 

other group meetings etc. 
  

Library Assistant 
Assist the Librarian when required with shelving, 

covering books etc. 
  

Duty person 
Assist by being on a roster to help visitors or members 

during opening hours at our library. 
  

Publicity 
Publicise the M&DGS and its various events.  

  

Research 
Assist the Research Officer with the many inquiries that 

come from outside people for genealogical help. 
  

Property 

maintenance 

Assist when needed on various handyman-type tasks at 

our Library rooms. 
  

Magazine 

Committee 

Assist in a range of tasks associated with the production 

of the Grapeline. 
  

Housekeeping 
General housekeeping in the Library rooms 

  

Catering 
Assist the Catering Officers at meetings, functions and 

the Christmas Dinner 
  

Proofreading 
Various indexing, magazine and website media have to 

be proofread. 
  

Membership 
Assist in processing annual membership fees and/or 

maintaining membership database 
  

NAME:      PHONE: 
 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

Grapeline pub. March, June, September and December. DEADLINES for submissions: 

# 15th February for 1st Quarter March Issue # 15th May for 2nd Quarter June Issue # 15th August for 3rd Quarter September 
Issue # 15th November for 4th Quarter December Issue. 
Members are invited to submit stories of interest, enquiries re their own family research, or questions about research in general. 
Material needs to be received by the deadline as above to be included in the next issue. 

I welcome all contributions from you, our readers, so please send me your genealogical stories, suggestions for 
successful searches which may help other members or reviews of reference materials from our Society Library or 
elsewhere. Photos with a brief story are also welcome. I look forward to hearing from you. Send contributions 
marked "Attention Grapeline Editor" to milduragenealogy@gmail.com 
 

Till next time, happy family searching, Editor. 

mailto:milduragenealogy@gmail.com
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President: Lyn Grant Treasurer: Graham Smith Secretary: Mal Williams 

Projects Officer: Lyn 
Grant 

Librarian: Kaylene Charles 
Newsletter editor: Helen 
Stagg 

Publicity: Paul Nicolias 
Committee members can be contacted via our email 
address: milduragenealogy@gmail.com 
 

 
 

Liza Davison passed on this kind invitation from the Genealogy SA, Irish Group. 
Genealogy SA - Irish Group  

“If any of your members are in Adelaide on the second Monday of the month and wish to attend 
our meeting they will be made most welcome. Each meeting starts at 7.30pm at the South 

Australian Genealogy & Heraldry Society (Genealogy SA) Library and Research centre at 201 
Unley Road, Unley SA and finishes about 9.30pm." 

 
Liza also passed on this snippet: Friends of the Cerberus Inc. 
Maybe some of your members have ancestors that served in the Victorian naval forces. If any 
would like to search our award winning online database feel free to do so on our main website at - 
http://www.cerberus.com.au/muster  

 
 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

  
 
 
Image right: Memorial at Henderson Park, Anzac Day  
25 April 2015. Photo: Helen Stagg  
 

The M&DGS Inc. 
gratefully acknowledges 

the contribution of 
Mr Peter Crisp, Member 

for Mildura, 
whose office has printed 

this newsletter, free of 
all cost, as a community 

service. 
 

mailto:milduragenealogy@gmail.com
http://www.cerberus.com.au/muster

