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Christmas Greetings and Good Wishes for 2016 from everyone at
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Left to Right: Raylee Schultz, Federal Member for Mallee, Andrew Broad and, M&DGS President, Lyn
Grant, after the October meeting when Andrew was guest speaker.
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P r e s i d e n t

The year has flown by and the AGM was held in August. Brian Grogan conducted the election of
Officer Bearers and I am delighted to say we have two new faces on the committee. Graham
Smith has taken over from our long-serving Treasurer, Mal Williams and Paul Nicolias is the new
Publicity Officer. Mal jumped from the frying pan into the fire and is now Secretary. Well done to
the three of you. Your commitment and that of the re-elected members, is very much appreciated.
After the meeting Brian Grogan gave an insight into what he considers the Mildura area will be like
in 50 years’ time in his talk "Future Sunraysia History - Crystal Ball Look-see".
The film "Flowing Gold" was shown after the September meeting. It depicted the development of
the Coomealla Soldier Settlement in the early 1950's and the importance of an abundant supply of
water to the development of the area.
Andrew Broad was guest speaker at the October meeting. He spoke about Mary Bryant (nee
Broad) who came out on the first fleet, married just after arrival, had two children and managed to
return to England, minus her husband and children who died en-route, before her sentence was
up. A television mini-series was made about her experiences. Ken Conrick won the monthly Envy
Award for the amazing coincidence that led to him discovering an unknown branch of his family
whilst on a tour of Innamincka. (Story on page 3)
Val Easterbrook bought along a very impressive collection of her late father, Irvine Caldwell's
photography, to the November meeting. Her slide presentation about Irvine, who was also a
naturalist and an authority on spiders was excellent. I was impressed by Val's recollections of
Irvine taking his spiders outdoors for exercise.
At the beginning of October, I experienced a very pleasant evening with the members of the
Mildura Fire Brigade Ladies Auxiliary. The enthusiastic group of ladies kept the questions coming
for well over an hour on what was basically a ‘question and answer’ night.
Good news for us genealogists. Victoria has joined the other states and made their online Birth,
Marriage and Death Indexes available free of charge. Although not as comprehensive as the
"Digger Indexes" at our Centre, they will prove to be very useful for tracing Victorian families. Also
Findmypast has released the 1939 Register. Similar to a census, it covers England and Wales
just prior to the outbreak of World War 2. While it can be found on Findmypast it is necessary to
purchase tokens to view the complete household entry even if you are a member of Findmypast.
You would all know that the council cleaned up the fire hazards in Carnegie Walk. But have you
noticed how attractive it now looks with the statice in flower? Diana Davison has taken it upon
herself to turn on the water whenever she is on duty. Thank you Diana. A little water has made a
big difference. Maybe somebody else could do likewise and water the plants in the courtyard and
knock those pesky weeds on the head.
Don't forget the Carnegie Centre Rooms will be closed over the Christmas/New Year break from
the 7th December until the 16th January. However, visitors to the district may seek access by
appointment.
The committee and myself hope you have a wonderful break over the festive season and that you
find lots of new and interesting info next year.

Lyn Grant

There was a great loss today in the entertainment world. The man who wrote the song
‘Hokey Pokey’ has died. What was really horrible is that they had trouble putting the body in
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the casket. They'd put his left leg in... well,
you know the rest.
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Was it fate, or just being in the right place
at the right time?
Written by Ken Conrick.
A few months back, I did a Burke and
Wills tour with a company called
Holiday Wonders from Adelaide with
the highlight of the tour being a visit
to the Dig Tree on the Cooper Creek.
I had negotiated with the tour
company and with Peter Degoumois,
the Manager of Nappa Merrie Station
to include a visit to the homestead as
a part of the tour. This would tick off
one of the items on my bucket list
after several unsuccessful attempts
to get there in the past.
As a pilot in my early twenties I flew
there a number of times dropping of
stores and/or passengers. The
‘house-strip’ did not exist then so I
always landed at the RFDS strip
which was a few miles to the east of
the homestead. I knew that Nappa
Merrie had a connection to my family
but it wasn’t for another 25 years that
I began to understand its significance
in the Conrick family history.
John and Agnes Conrick had eight
children, only four of whom survived;
three of them are buried at Nappa
Merrie. One of my objectives in
making this trip was to find the
location of the graves.
On the Monday morning we left
Innamincka at about 8am heading for
Nappa Merrie where we were scheduled to have smoko provided by the homestead at about
10am. We were then going to the Dig Tree, back to Innamincka for a late lunch and then take the
afternoon/evening boat trip on the Cooper, visiting a number of other significant Burke and Wills
sites, getting back about 7:30pm for dinner.
When we arrived at Nappa Merrie, our driver Mike Sincock noticed radiator fluid leaking out of the
back of the bus so while we went for coffee and cake, he attempted to remove the radiator and
repair the leak. Four hours later, a rescue party of three vehicles had arrived from Innamincka and
a replacement bus was on its way from Adelaide (1200km away) ready for the next day of our
tour.
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This was a bonus for me as it meant I had four hours at the homestead. Katie Degoumois showed
me through the house and we compared notes on photos that I had in my collection and what was
on display in the office and the hallway. I had time to have a good wander around the garden and
down to the creek. I met with Don Robertson (Grandson of Clara Robertson, nee Summerfield)
who was a cook at Nappa Merrie and we talked about the possible location of the family gravesite.
I had some handwritten notes from Dad’s brother, John Conrick who was shown the location in
1940. At that stage, the burials were under a sand-drift. Using some of the original station photos
together with a dead Coolabah tree that was shown in the photos, we were able to narrow it down
to an approximate location. The children’s graves lie under 15 to 20 feet of sand so will probably
never be uncovered. I shared a quiet moment with my ancestors and paid my respects to them.
The crew who came out from Innamincka to take us back into town were the same people who
were to take us on the boat cruise. As the ultimate objective of the tour was to go to the Dig Tree,
we negotiated that they take us to the tree instead of doing the boat trip. We spent a couple of
informative hours there before heading back to Innamincka where we arrived about 6pm.
As we had a bit of time before tea we all headed for the pub and the shop. I went into the shop
and had a look at their book display, looking to see if they had any of Helen Tolcher’s books as
there were still two that I needed to complete my collection. I must have had a ‘man’s look’
because I did not see anything and went back to the pub for a beer.
We were having a chat about the events of the day when one of the group came in all excited
having just purchased Helen’s book on Innamincka. So I headed back to the shop, found what I
was looking for and proceeded to the cashier to pay for it. I got talking to the lady behind the
counter about the book when she advised me that there was in fact a second book there by Helen
Tolcher, The Seeds of the Coolabah. This is a book on the Aboriginal history of the Innamincka
area. Beautifully illustrated, it contains a number of photos from the Conrick Collection and was
the one that I had been looking for.
Now this is when it gets freaky – as I was walking back to the counter, a middle-aged aboriginal
woman, (Gloria Kerwin) said to me, “Enjoy reading that book; it is my family history”. I looked at
her and replied, “It is my history as well, with some of the content coming from my Great
Grandfather”. There were two young men with her and I noticed one of them looking at my tour
name-badge which we each wore to help remember who was who. One of the young men (Les
Harris Jr) said to me, “I have you in my Family Tree”.
Wow, this was mind-blowing! I became quite emotional and still choke up as I write this now. I
knew that I had found a connection to the descendants of John Conrick and Cora (Nanpicka), who
was the aboriginal nursemaid to John and Agnes’s children. This was a subject that had been
spoken of in the past by some family members but also flatly denied by others. Helen Tolcher
hinted at it in her book Conrick of Nappa Merrie without coming out and saying that John and Cora
had a relationship at about the time that Agnes had left with young Joe.
The next morning, we met again before I left for Leigh Creek and I left Les Harris with my contact
details. He quickly put together a tree diagram of his family showing the connection and we went
our separate ways.
It was a very moving time for me and a chance meeting that I will always treasure.
So back to the title of the story, if the bus hadn’t broken down then we would have done our trip to
the Dig Tree then the boat trip, then tea and this meeting would never have happened and I would
not be telling this story now – some things are just meant to happen.

4

Volume 15 no. 4, Dec 2015

Since returning I have done a considerable amount of
research, starting with the family tree that Les gave me,
going back through all of Helen Tolcher’s books looking for
clues that I might have missed before and also giving
Google and Ancestry.com a fair hammering.
This led me to the name Aaron Paterson, another
descendant of Cora who has done a wealth of research but
more importantly uncovers the connection between John
King, of Burke & Wills fame, and his family. Cora is the
daughter of Annie King or ‘Yellow Alice’ who was the
daughter of John King and Turinyi, the woman who cared
for him.
The next part of the journey is to make contact with Aaron
Paterson and also to build a relationship with the Harris
family in Innamincka. (Ken would welcome contact from
anyone who can help fill in details of this fascinating family
history.)
John King
http://handle.slv.vic.gov.au/10381/7604

Old cemeteries across Victoria lost (from an article by
Fiona Myers in the Weekly Times, August 14 2015.) This article about lost cemeteries on farms ties
in nicely with Ken’s story of the family graves at Nappa Merrie.
This Weekly Times article described how Victorian pioneering history is being lost as forgotten
cemeteries are used as farmland with landholders possibly unaware of unmarked graves belonging
to family of the earlier landholders. The article stressed the importance of identifying the people who
have gone before as pioneers in Victoria as many of these ‘unmarked cemeteries’ do not show up
in title searches, if these searches stop short of the time the cemetery was established. “Many
unmarked cemeteries are spread across the state, from Tintaldra in the state’s North East to
Mallacoota in Gippsland and Batesford near Geelong. Some cemeteries are being grazed by stock
but others are under golf courses, football grounds, on roadsides or have been overgrown by bush.”

Some local groups have taken it upon themselves to ‘rescue’ these small cemeteries but some have
literally disappeared through neglect. “In North East Victoria, a group led by Alan Mull from Tawonga
is trying to set up a trust to manage the Mullindolingong cemetery, in the Kiewa Valley near
Tawonga. Mr Mull believes about 45 people, including 12 infants, were buried in the cemetery, which
is now part of a farm. The last burial in the Mullindolingong
cemetery was believed to be in 1924. It’s assumed
gravestones were removed by a former adjoining
landowner, as the current neighbours were unaware there
were burials at the site. The cemetery is unfenced, meaning
neighbouring stock are able to graze there.”
Mr Mull’s group’s plans include having recognition given
once more to such sites. For the Mullindolingong site, a
display and a board detailing the history of who was buried
there could be erected.
5

Volume 15 no. 4, Dec 2015

Percival James Garfield Gellon: Liz
Wallace’s great uncle. Material submitted by Liz Wallace
Percival James Garfield Gellon, only son of James Gellon and
Elizabeth Hocking, was born on 24 March 1888 in Eaglehawk,
Victoria, Australia. He died on 5 Jul 1915 in Gallipoli, Turkey at age
27, and was buried in Shrapnel Valley Cemetery, Anzac Plot 2, Row
C Grave 9.
Perc apparently got on very well with his sister Henrietta Irene who
was two years younger than him. He attended the Eaglehawk State
School and played football for Eaglehawk. He began work as a
miner just as his father James had done and married Ruby Elizabeth
Acocks in August 1909 at Eaglehawk. According to the 1909
Electoral Roll for Bendigo, Perc and Ruby lived at Williamson Street,
Bendigo. The couple had three children, but one son died as an infant.
In 1914 they were living at the Hotel in Gunbower, where Perc was employed as a groomsman
and Ruby as a cook. When the First World War broke out in 1914, Perc enlisted at Bendigo on 18
August 1914 at the age of 26. His military number was 785, and the unit was the 7th Battalion,
First Australian Overseas Expeditionary Force. The family address at this time was 53 Mills Street,
Footscray, which suggests that Ruby went to stay with her family.
The 7th Battalion was raised within two weeks of the declaration of war and left Australia two
months later. This battalion took part in the landing at Anzac Cove on 25 April 1915 as part of the
second wave. Ten days after the landing, the 2nd Brigade was transferred from Anzac Cove to
Cape Helles to assist in the attack on Krithia. In August the Battalion took part in the attack on
Lone Pine. While holding positions captured by the First Brigade, four members of the 7th
Battalion, Corporal Burton, Corporal Dunstan,
Lieutenant Symons (Eaglehawk) and Captain Tubb
earned the Victoria Cross. The 7th Battalion served at
Gallipoli until the evacuation in December.
Having been wounded on April 25, Perc re-joined the
platoon on 18 May and went back into combat.
Sadly, he was killed in action on 5 July 1915 at
Steele's Post when attacked by the 1/57 Turkish
Regiment.
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On 29 July 1915, Perc’s brother-in-law wrote
the following:
To the Minister of Defence, Senator Pearce Dear Sir, I the undersigned, being the
brother-in-law of Percival Gellon, ask you if it
is true that he has been killed in action, as his
name has not appeared in the official list of
the killed. His mother thinks there may be
some doubt about it. So if you would kindly
inform me about it, you would greatly oblige.
Yours very sincerely,
Wm Austin, Wilroy Street, Iron Bark, Bendigo.
(A reply confirmed that indeed Percival had
been killed.)
The article on this page is from TROVE, Bendigonian
(Bendigo, Vic., 1914 - 1918) Thursday 5 August 1915 and
shows that by August 5, Perc’s name had been added to the
official casualty list.

Percival
kept a diary
of his
service and
some of the
details from
this appear
on the next
page.

The Mildura Genealogical Centre will re-open after Christmas on January 16 2016
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The 7th and 8th Battalion went to Ismailia to fight the Turks before returning to Mena Camp. We
then continued training. April 1st was our last day’s training. We marched to Cairo, a distance of
ten miles, and entrained for Alexandria. When we arrived, we embarked on the good ship Galeka
and went to Lemnos [Island]. We stopped there for three weeks and then sailed to Gallipoli. On
April 25th we landed under fire, very heavy indeed. We suffered badly, having 200 killed and
wounded. We effected a landing and engaged them at once driving them from their positions at
the point of the bayonet. At one o’clock we had them two and a half miles inland. A half hour later
I was wounded. I got two bullet wounds in the left shoulder putting me out of action. We lost for
the day about 3000 killed and wounded. 800 (700? Number not clear) of us were put on the Clan
MacGillivray and brought onto Alexandria. All the bad cases were taken off there and those that
were slightly wounded were brought on to Valletta, the capital of Malta. We received splendid
treatment from the doctors and the people. They could not do enough for us. …. When we were
well enough to return to the firing line, we left by the Clan MacGillivray which is now a Hospital
Ship.
We arrived at Lemnos on the 8th of May…. We sailed for Gallipoli again on the 17th May and
landed the same day at the same landing place and went in the trenches.
On the morning of the 19th the Turks stormed our trenches using grenades. They drove two
companies out but they were taken by us ten minutes after. They again charged but were driven
off with very heavy loss.
At 11 o’clock on the 20th an aeroplane flew over the warships in the bay and dropped a bomb
which missed. The warships replied but they missed also. It was flying at great height. It then
went back to the Turks’ lines.
On the 24th, Queen’s Birthday, the Turks were given time to bury their dead from 7 o’clock in the
morning until 4.30 in the afternoon. Fighting then went on as usual. ……

President: Lyn Grant

Projects Officer: Lyn Grant

Publicity: Paul Nicolias

Treasurer: Graham Smith

Librarian: Kaylene Charles

Research: Andrew McCormick

Secretary: Mal Williams

Newsletter editor: Helen Stagg

Committee members can be
contacted via our email address:
milduragenealogy@gmail.com
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An interesting genealogical idea from Tom Heard
At each monthly meeting The M&DGS
present an ‘envy award’ to the person
with the best ‘find.’ Recently I took the
award as I found a lock of hair pinned
inside a book (pictured at left) of my
wife’s aunt, Alice Jacobsen who died,
aged 24, 100 years ago. My wife’s
mother had kept this book and the lock
of her daughter’s hair with her during at
least four house-shifts.
With the advance of technology,
especially DNA, who knows what genes
will be revealing in the future, which
makes me wonder if it would be an idea
to preserve some DNA with our family
history. It would be relatively easy to
tape a finger nail clipping to the back of
a snapshot. This would settle future
disputes in medical, inheritance or
Old Christmas tree image from State Library of Vic. (TROVE)
adoption cases.

FACEBOOK: have you ‘Liked’
our new Facebook page?
Please do.

Visit https://www.facebook.com/milduragenealogy/ and
network with fellow genealogists! Perhaps the quickest
way to share your research query and connect with
others searching the same name as you are! Upload a
picture or post a question. Others may be able to help
you!! At time of going to press, we have over 190
followers on Facebook, many of whom are away from
Mildura district. Over 5000 people saw the image of the
old Mildura Base Hospital recently posted on there.
Check it out.
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Hints for Starting Your
Family Tree over the
Christmas holiday
period (from the
M&DGS handbook.)
Always begin with known
information (yourself) and
move to the unknown
(ancestors).
Never take all the
information as gospel when
looking at Birth, Death or
Marriage certificates.
Above: ANDREW BROAD Member for Mallee speaking at the October meeting.
Below: VAL EASTERBROOK speaking at the November meeting.

Never totally rely on the
spelling of surnames, place
names etc. Always check
surname variants when
researching.
Always check at least two
separate sources of proof
when researching.
Remember that nothing is
fact until verified.
Always scan or photocopy
certificates and important
documents and keep the
originals in a safe place.
Share your information with
other researchers.

The following resources are held in the M&DGS library
Birth Death and Marriage records for all Australian states and overseas
Family histories and biographies
Cemetery maps, registers and transcriptions including Nichols Point Mildura, Merbein and Red Cliffs Cemeteries
Local newspaper and school indexes
Local histories, rates and court records
Survey Maps
Shipping records
Newsletters from genealogical societies from around Australia
Internet facilities and free access to Ancestry and Findmypast websites
The library resources are all catalogued using the Dewey System. Those books marked with a red reference sticker are not
available for loan, otherwise two books may be borrowed at a time from the loan section for one month.
Six loose or two bound newsletters (excluding those in the new issue box) may also be borrowed for one month.
When borrowing and returning items please consult the person10on duty who will note them in the loan book.
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Some library acquisitions over last three months:

Harnessing the River Murray: Stories of the people who built Locks 1 to 9, 19151935 donated by Helen Stagg.
(Copies available for purchase from Helen via www.historybyhelen.com.au )
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Membership: - Joining Fee $10, Ordinary $22, Concession $16.50,
Joint $33. Badge Fee $10
M&DGS Membership Benefits: Free use of library, free research queries published in Newsletter.
Meetings: - Ist Monday of month except January and December, 7.30
pm Carnegie Centre, Deakin Avenue Mildura.
Library Hours: -Monday, Tuesday, Wednesday, and Saturday: 11.00
am - 4.00 pm. Closed all Public Holidays.
Library Fees: - $10.00 for non-members per day. Research Fees:
$30 for first 2 hrs. $15 per additional hour.

The M&DGS Inc. gratefully acknowledges the contribution of
Mr Peter Crisp
Member for Mildura
whose office has printed this newsletter as a community service.

MILDURA & DISTRICT
GENEALOGICAL SOCIETY INC AOO23291P
P.O. BOX 2895 MILDURA 3502
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