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Pictured above: Brian Erskine, guest speaker at the June meeting, showing Lyn Grant his family history
research materials.
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From Obscurity to Recognition
Contributed by Peter Richardson with support from Mal Williams
At the entrance to the Mildura Station Graveyard, situated between Cureton Avenue and the
Murray River, and near the Mildura Station Homestead, there is an information board, picture below.

This is the site of Mildura’s earliest
cemetery. The first pastoral occupation was
in 1847. The Mildura Irrigation Colony
officially commenced in May, 1887. It is
almost certain that there are a number of
burials, at locations unknown.
The subject of this story is the child “....believed to be Margery Haworth - age 3 ….”
The year was 1889. The sign ensured that the child “believed to be Margery..." was constantly in the public
gaze. The last known published article about the graveyard appeared in a local magazine mid-year, 2014.
No new information about Margery was offered.
As a local resident, with an interest in local history, I felt that the mystery surrounding this child
must have an explanation. Having the “believed” name of Margery Haworth, a search was commenced in
July, 2014. Mrs J. (Jane) Haworth (nee Hetherington) was found to be a “landholder in the settlement of
Mildura in 1889. Her husband was Robert. They lived in Pine Avenue, Mildura, now part of the Coles
Supermarket car park. They had 8 children. Their eldest son, William, married Julia Margery Haworth nee
Todd (at this point it was not known that they married in 1900). Because William was born in 1861 I figured
he would have been 25 in 1886, when it was presumed a daughter named Margery was born. Why hadn’t
someone else worked this out’? I was to find out why!
Between 2014, when the challenge to solve this mystery was taken up, and May, 2016, there had been a
number of pauses in the search. Each pause getting a little longer because of the frustration of no leads
and no ideas. It wasn’t until April, 2016 when a new honour roll for Mildura and District Servicemen Boer
War 1899-1902, was erected at Henderson Park, Mildura, that my interest was again renewed. The name
G. Haworth was spotted. I knew George was the 8”‘ child of Robert and Jane Haworth. Convinced I needed
a new approach, and some help, I approached the Mildura & District Genealogical Society. Fortunately for
me, Malcolm Williams was on duty when I visited on 4 May, 2016.
The Haworth family in Australia was thoroughly checked out within the relevant time frame. Robert
and Jane Haworth, their 8 children, and their families, happened to be residents of Merino / Digby districts
of Victoria. Robert and Jane and some of their children had moved to Mildura in 1888. It was clear that
William (their first son) and Julia did not have among their 7 children, a daughter Margery in 1886 - 1889.
Simultaneously, a computer search was made of the Haworth name in the newspapers circulating in
Mildura between 1886 -1889. No results. At this point I suspected that the problem was with the name
(Haworth) on the sign.
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Assuming that an approach to the local Municipal Council
(the manager of the graveyard) would be met with a shrug and
referral to the Mildura & District Historical Society, I went directly
to the Historical Society. Again, I was fortunate, Sue Burgess and
Alison Stanley were on duty. I started explaining my predicament.
Alison was tapping her keyboard and almost immediately said “I
think l’ve got something”. It was an article in the Mildura
Cultivator, 26 April, 1919, page 13. It mentioned a chiId’s death
by scalding and stated the name Walworth. Alison then quickly
found an article in the Mildura Cultivator, 12 December, 1889,
page 3. The girl died on 7 December, 1889 after being scalded
the previous day. Wow!
Beatrice Walworth was the girI’s name. She was nearly 2
years 4 months when she died at Mildura. Now that the correct
name had been found, Mal Williams (Genealogical Society)
offered to take up the search ……
A search of the Victorian BDM’s found the following record, revealing Beatrice’s parents as Edwin Walworth
and Martha Harriett Phillips.
Digger - Federation Index. Victoria 1889-1901
Surname: WALWORTH
Given Names: Beatrice
Event: D
Sex: F
Father: Edwin
Mother: Martha Hart PHILLIPS
Age: 2
Death Place: Mildura
Year: 1889
Reg. Number: 18009
A comprehensive search of all Australian
BDM records revealed nothing more on this family,
so when/how did they arrive in Australia? A search
of the PRO VIC records showed that Edwin and
possibly his brother John were on the ship RMS
Ormuz which departed Plymouth on the 29th Sep
1888. From the ships passenger manifest (viewed on Ancestry.com), Edwin and John disembarked in
Adelaide on the 7th November 1888. They most likely travelled up the Murray to Mildura not long after.
They were both employed at the Mildura Engineering Works, Edwin was an engineer and John a boiler
maker. (Photo above, courtesy of the Lloyd Thomson Collection). On the 10th May 1889, Edwin’s wife
Martha, their 4 children Albert, Arthur, Edwin and Beatrice and John’s wife Emily departed London aboard
the RMS Austral arriving Adelaide 20th June. They too, most likely made their way to Mildura via the
Murray River.
As a research process, I built a small family tree for Edwin and Martha, finding their marriage and
childrens birth records in Hunslet, Yorkshire, England. As nothing more was found on Edwin’s family in
Australia after the death of Beatrice, a search of the public trees on Ancestry, revealed that they had moved
to New Zealand about 1893. Subsequently, I was able to make contact with Glenys Barber and Joan
Jeune, great granddaughters of Edwin and Martha. Glenys was aware that the family had been in
Australia, but nothing on the connection with Mildura and tragic death of Beatrice. Martha died in Napier in
1899 and Edwin remarried in 1904. He died in Gisborne NZ in 1933. John and Emily had moved to
Kalgoorlie in WA in 1897, where John was employed by the Government Railways. Emily died in Kalgoorlie
in 1918 and John died in Perth in 1927. Now it is back to Peter…….
3

Volume 16 no. 3, Sept 2016

The Mildura Rural City Council (MRCC),the responsible manager for this graveyard,has been
notified of the preliminary findings. I have suggested that a death certificate be sought. Eventually, if the
gravesite of Beatrice can be located, a headstone is appropriate, as is a small ceremony as a mark of
respect. Descendants of the Walworth family, that we now know to exist, to be kept in the loop. Of course,
the sign will require attention or it will need replacement. Determining the gravesite may be the difficulty.
This will require delicate consideration. Perhaps there may have to be a special place where the Walworth
family, and families of others who may be buried in a location unknown, can place a plaque.
I would like to record my thanks to Mal, who helped to disprove the Haworth connection and to Sue
& Alison for providing the “light bulb" moment. The MRCC Library Service (A.S.Kenyon, Library, Red Cliffs
— Vicki) helped at different stages. Hopefully the Walworth family will be comforted in knowing that
Beatrice has not been forgotten. She is part of the history of l\/lildura.
P. J. Richardson, 29 June, 2016
(P O Box 550,Red Cliffs, 3496)
Footnote
On the website “Graves of John Hawdon, etc, Mildura Pioneers”, Elizabeth Janson has published some
photos, taken on 6th February, 2006 of the graves of John Hawdon and others. The photo of the sign at the
entrance to the graveyard has the spelling “scolded”. I have a photo taken in June, 2000 with this same
spelling. The name Beatrice Walworth is one of the names listed (No 19) among the deceased. Easy in
hindsight, but no one made the connection to the incorrect name on the sign — Margery Haworth.
P.J.R.
AGM Reports from 1st August 2016
Mildura and District Genealogical Society enjoyed another successful year. Our Treasurer, Graham
Smith has kept us on course so much so that the group has shown a profit and is in a very sound financial
position. We have also retained our membership base of around 140 members. This is very pleasing when
one considers the amount of information now available on the Internet.
Volunteers
As with any society such as ours we are totally reliant on volunteers and M.D.G.S. is blessed with a
very conscientious and dedicated team who give freely of their time and I sincerely thank each and every
one of you.
Facebook and Webpage
The Facebook page started last year has really come of age and is well worth following. As well as
keeping you up to date with what is happening within the group and the world of genealogy there are also
some wonderful photos depicting the early history of Mildura. The search engine that hosted our website
went into melt down for a time but thanks to Mal Williams we have a new URL:
http://www.milduragenealogy.com.au/index.htm. and it is up and working again. If you have the skills to
design a front page for the website please let us know as we would appreciate your assistance.
Library with Kaylene Charles
The library collection increased by ninety-nine articles, which includes books, folders, CD/DVD’s and two
USB’s. Approximately seventy-nine donations were received from generous members with the remainder
being purchased by the society. Topics covered by the new accessions are: local and family histories,
Murray River history, land leases, rate books, petty session indexes and school histories. Thank you to
everyone who made donations, they are much appreciated. No changes or additions have occurred in the
computer area however the issue of how to manage the four computers running on the outdated Microsoft
XP system is still to be resolved. Memberships for “Deceased on Line”, “Ancestry.com" and “Find my Past”
have been maintained and can be found on Genos 7 or 8. Thank you to all the duty people who make the
library accessible four days a week. This year 1,000 people have signed our visitor’s book with
approximately 105 of those being visitors. Thank you Kaylene you do a wonderful job maintaining the
library and supervising the duty people.
Newsletter with Helen Stagg
4

Volume 16 no. 3, Sept 2016

The past year I have very much enjoyed putting the Grapeline together and I thank the members
who make it possible by willingly agreeing to write up a report and submit photos. This is what makes the
Grapeline so interesting: input from you the members! As genealogists, we rely more and more each year
on what is available online. The Internet and computers are arguably the main tools at genealogists’
disposal. It has been a year of change and progress as newsletter-editor, observing this ever-increasing
reliance on the delivery of news/information/research in digital formats via the Internet, which has moved
many organisations such as ours towards on-line/email delivery of their regular newsletter. The reminder
email sent to members about the March, June, September and December M.D.G.S. meetings now includes
the pdf of the Grapeline. We realise that for some, this change is difficult, and of course many members
may choose to print their pdf version (of the Grapeline) from their home computer. For the M.D.G.S.
members who do not have an email address, a paper copy is still mailed out so those members do not miss
out on what’s happening. As time moves forward, I daresay most organisations will adopt an email or online delivery of their newsletters or magazines. Certainly, most groups to which I belong have moved to
emailed reports!
This is my sixth year as newsletter editor. I took over from Robin Parker at the start of 2011 and I
am now vacating the editor's chair. Of course I am happy to provide advice and support for the new editor
as he/she establishes themselves in what I am sure they will find a rewarding role.
Thank you Helen, you have produced six years of very interesting newsletters
Projects
Another busy year in projects most of which has been spent deciphering the court records. A small
light has begun to appear at the end of the tunnel but it will still be a while before the project is completed.
Thanks girls. The project's team is a happy team and it is a pleasure to work with them.
Research requests
Our Research Officer Andrew McCormick resigned mid year due to work commitments and Mal
Williams took on his role. They have done a sterling job and we thank you both. I am sure the people you
have assisted are most appreciative also.
Guest Speakers and Workshops
Due to the efforts of our Publicity Officer, Paul Nicolias, and a wonderful array of guest speakers
that have talked on a wide variety of subjects our meetings have been well attended. The guest speakers
include Andrew Broad (Mary Bryant nee Broad), Val Easterbrook (Irvine Caldwell's photography), Jenny
Dedman and Graham Smith (Organising a family reunion), Helen Petschel and Chris Cook (The letters of
Charlie Gould), Leon Wagner (History of the PS Avoca) and Brian Erskine (Erskine family). Mel Dunstan
also conducted a workshop on the subject of DNA. She gave us a great insight into how it works and the
impact it can have on family history research.
End of year get together
A highlight again this year was the handing out of the "Length of Service Certificates". They were
presented to Lyn Grant for 25 years membership and Anne Newberry, Margaret Dobbin, Lydia Hahn and
Janet Cross for 20 years. Another highlight was the final instalment in the Willie Gieseler saga from Leanne
Watmuff. A presentation was made to Leanne, one of our valuable members of long standing who along
with her husband has decided to leave the district.
As is usual with one of our "occasions" the food was plentiful, delicious and a great credit to
the cooks we have in our group. Thanks to all who contributed: we couldn't do it without you.
Committee
There are some retirements from the committee this year. Philip Dedman is not seeking re-election
and after many years on the committee I have decided the time is right to step aside and concentrate on
my own family history. I would like to thank all my colleagues who have served on the committee with me
over the years especially those who have helped keep our group operating smoothly during the last three
years while I have been President.
Good luck to the incoming committee, I wish you all the best for the coming year. ~ Lyn Grant
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POZIERES PILGRIMAGE – The Cupper Family
On July 23rd 2016 nine members of my family attended a ceremony to commemorate the 100th
anniversary of the Battle of Pozieres on the Somme, France.
When we arrived at Pozieres on a warm summer’s day in July we were met with picturesque towns,
green fields and a sense of peace and tranquillity. It was difficult to imagine the same setting 100 years
ago. The Battle of Pozieres is remembered for the sheer scale of sacrifice of Australian soldiers – over
24,000 casualties with 6731 dead in an eight week period. Historian, Charles Bean described Pozieres as
‘more densely sown with Australian sacrifice than any other spot on earth’.
Like many Australians, we felt it important to honour the sacrifice of so many Australian soldiers who
fought and died in the Battle of Pozieres. From a personal perspective we also wanted to honour our
grandfather and great grandfather, Tom Cupper who fought and survived the entire war from the Gallipoli
landing through to the end of the War in 1918.
Tom Cupper wrote to his brother, Jack describing conditions on the Western Front as well as his
‘brush with death’ on the 23rd July 1916 in Pozieres. The letter was published in The Mildura Cultivator on
9th December, 1916.
‘…The first time we went in there [Pozieres] the whole of my section excepting myself was either killed or
wounded. They caught thirteen with one shell. We were going through the village of Pozieres on the
Sunday night when they put a big high explosive right into the middle of us. The men on either side of me
were killed and eleven were wounded…’
This letter became the catalyst for our ‘pilgrimage’ to Pozieres. We achieved our aim of walking
through the town exactly 100 years to the day our grandfather/great grandfather walked the same path. (It’s
important to note that the actual town of Pozieres would have been obliterated by 23rd July 1916 but the
aim for the Australians was to win back the land on which Pozieres stood from German occupation.)
More than 100 years on Pozieres continues to recognise the role Australians played in the Battle of
Pozieres, with the walls of the pub displaying many photos of Australian
involvement and the adjoining museum displaying relics collected from the
battle ground around Pozieres over many years. The remains of a
German occupied fortified bunker referred to as ‘Gibraltar’ by the allies
have been preserved as a monument in the town. One of the major
objectives of the battle was to regain this
landmark from German occupation.

Tommy’s Museum

Flag of nations – Pozieres
‘Gibraltar’
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Another significant memorial, The Windmill, stands just outside the town of Pozieres. This site became
another landmark the allies fought to regain from the Germans. The Australian War Memorial purchased
the land on which ‘The Windmill’ memorial stands today. Soil from this site was symbolically removed and
placed in the Tomb of the Unknown Soldier in Canberra during his funeral in 1993.

Pozieres Windmill Memorial

Pozieres windmill prior to WW1.

On the morning of the Pozieres commemoration service, the
remains of three Australian soldiers found in the fields
surrounding Pozieres in recent years were laid to rest in a
military funeral at the Pozieres British Cemetery.
The headstones read ‘An Australian Soldier of the Great War’.

The Commemorative Service we attended was held at the 1st Division Memorial site at 4pm local
time on the 23rd July 2016 with Australian and French officials, government, military and religious
representatives and the general public represented. Many Aussies made the long journey to France to
honour their ancestors. Throughout the moving
service the Australian soldiers were remembered for
their strength of character including the qualities of
bravery, loyalty, selflessness, endurance, tenacity
and mateship.
A Prayer of Remembrance from Monsignor
Glynn Murphy OAM, Director General Chaplaincy
Australian Army summed up the sacrifice of all
Australian soldiers:
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‘…We recall both the fear and the courage of facing warfare, within each Australian soldier far from his
home and family in this place.
Thousands of Australian sons were never to return to their homes, from the soil of this battleground.
We reflect upon and we give thanks for the steadfast support and loyalty they gave to each other, amidst
the worst days of their young lives.
As we recall their camaraderie, tenacity and care for each other, one hundred years ago, remind us eternal
God, that the best of our human spirit can shine through the darkest of times. And in remembering this
saving truth, let us guard against such darkness for future generations.’
The ANZAC spirit may have been forged at Gallipoli but was truly tested on the Western Front.
We were privileged to commemorate such a momentous event in history and to honour the
Australians who fought in the Battle of Pozieres, including our grandfather/great grandfather, Tom Cupper.
Sharon Sutherland (Cupper)

CAN YOU ASSIST ?
The photo below shows a gathering of Rats of Tobruk Associtation members meeting in Henderson Park,
Mildura, sometime before 1974. There are three unidentified persons of the eleven in the photo.
Left to right: ?, ?, Cliff LONG, ?, Alex MACNEILL, George HENDY, Allan COLBORNE, Cliff BIRD, Percy
LUNN, Ernie FORREST and Vic HEWITT. If you can help, please contact Robert BIRD on (03) 5023 6142
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Can you help?

You may not actually think about it but every task in our great organisation is undertaken by

volunteers. As changes occur with people in their daily lives, we are constantly in need of people to volunteer their time. If you
could spare a few hours per month, or even on an occasional basis, it would be sincerely appreciated. We would especially like to
welcome new members to the volunteer group. The following is a list of the major areas in which we already have volunteers
working, or for which we need more volunteers. Please complete your details below and return your form to the Secretary via
milduragenealogy@gmail.com marked Volunteer offer, or mail to M&DGS, P.O. Box 2895, Mildura Victoria 3502. It would also
be appreciated if current volunteers could complete the information in order to update the M&DGS Volunteer register. Before you
forget to do this, remember, DON'T leave it up to someone else, because if everyone does this, we may end up with no-one, and
with no volunteers, we cannot continue to operate to the standard you expect as a member of M&DGS.

AREA

BRIEF DESCRIPTION

Computers

Assist in networking system, PC hardware & software.
(Professional Experience required)

Projects team

As part of a team, assist on a Thursday indexing various
records or tasks as required.

Speakers or Tutors

Conduct sessions on aspects of genealogy. Speak at other
group meetings etc.

Library Assistant
Duty person

Current
Volunteer

Assist the Librarian when required with shelving,
covering books etc.
Assist by being on a roster to help visitors or members
during opening hours at our library.

Publicity

Publicise the M&DGS and its various events.

Research

Assist the Research Officer with the many inquiries that
come from outside people for genealogical help.

Property
maintenance

Assist when needed on various handyman-type tasks at
our Library rooms.

Magazine
Committee

Assist in a range of tasks associated with the production
and distribution of the Grapeline.

Housekeeping

New
Volunteer

General housekeeping in the Library rooms

Catering

Assist the Catering Officers at meetings, functions and the
Christmas Dinner

Proofreading

Various indexing, magazine and website media have to be
proofread.

Membership

Assist in processing annual membership fees and/or
maintaining membership database

NAME: ....................................................................................... PHONE: …………………………..
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Membership Benefits:Free use of library.
Meetings: - Ist Monday of month except January and December, 7.30 pm Carnegie Centre, Deakin
Avenue Mildura.
Library Hours:-Monday, Tuesday, Wednesday, and Saturday: 11.00 am - 4.00 pm.
Closed all Public Holidays. Library Fees: - $10.00 for non members per day. Research Fees: $30 for
first 2 hrs. $15 per additional hour.
Membership: -Joining Fee $10, Ordinary $22, Concession $16.50, Joint $33. Badge Fee $10

The M&DGS Inc. gratefully acknowledges the contribution of
Mr Peter Crisp
Member for Mildura
whose office has printed this newsletter, free of all cost, as a community service.
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