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Note from the President
Hi Everyone,
I trust you all had a wonderful Christmas and New Year and have settled down to some wonderful
genealogical finds. As most of you know, this year is very special for us as we celebrate our 40th Anniversary
in June. The committee is working on a suitable venue for a celebratory luncheon and will let you know as
soon as something has been decided. The most interesting thing we are doing is attempting to publish a
book. We have all the minutes for our meetings (minus a few early ones) but putting it into an interesting
form is a challenge. Something that stands out as extremely readable are the Envy Awards. They make
brilliant reading and show what we are all about as genealogists. In 1991, Ken Hanson, initiated the Envy
Award that is still an important part of our meeting. Ken designed the award and made the miniature
headstone himself. For those who have not had a close look at it the wording is as follows:
In Loving Memory/ of / “Envy Award”/ born of/ The Mildura & District/
Genealogical Society Inc./ Research In Progress.
Rosemary Wren-Smith (a former librarian for us) was our first recipient but the reason was not recorded! We
are chasing this up and hope she can remember! Ken actually won the second one when he demonstrated
the proper application of his grandfather’s police handcuffs and baton. He had just retrieved them after a
three month’s battle.
We have had many serendipitous findings, some have even discovered they are descended from royalty –
two at least! As you can see with just these award winners the variety is amazing, so we decided to devote a
chapter in our book to the Envy Awards. They make great reading.
Our thanks go, once again, to Sue for this newsletter. I know she is a very busy lady and we need to help with
articles as much as we can. You will be surprised at how interesting your ancestors really are, so get to and
write up about one of your ancestral couples and submit it to Sue. You never know the response you will get.
Many years ago I submitted an article about one of my 3rd great aunts who was a silent screen actress with
‘lovely’ legs and I had an inquiry about her just before Christmas!
On that note, happy (geno) hunting to you all!

Fay Mannes
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The Warrakoo Buggy – A Brief History
By Graham Smith in consultation with his cousin, Robert Smyth - February 2018

Warrakoo Buggy (abt. 1890)

Tom Smith at Lake Victoria (abt. 1900)

Originally owned by William Thomas Smith (known as Tom) of Warrakoo Station, via Wentworth.
Tom’s Obituary referred to him as “The Patriarch of the
Murray River”.
The buggy was ordered in the 1860’s by my Great Great
Grandfather Thomas Smith of Warrakoo Station via
Wentworth.
Assembled by Clark Bros. of Adelaide – the Undercarriage
being an American Hickory Marni Speeding Buggy with Bow
Shafts and Turntable.
The Body is that of a White Chapel Cab with hand operated
semi-automatic Collapsible Hood with Windows and Luggage
Boot as ordered by Tom for Sunday outings.
The Seat is of a “buttoned” Chesterfield design with
adjustable winder for leg length. A Leather Flap is lifted to
store hand luggage under the seat.
William Thomas Smith

The buggy was completely repainted in the 1960’s, when it was approx. 100 years of age, by the
only qualified “Coach Painter Artist” in Nth. West Victoria, Lemuel Brown, who was trained in the
early ‘Holden Coach Works’ in Adelaide prior to the 2nd World War. It has superior ‘clear coats’ over
the paint & art work for full weather & wear protection.
At the request of my uncle, A.H.M. Smyth (known as Mac) from Regunyah Station, which is situated
next to Warrakoo, in 1982 had the Buggy valued by Andrew Stringer, the then Secretary of the
N.S.W. Horse Drawn Vehicles Assoc., an expert who had published books on the types, origin &
history of such vehicles & a qualified valuer in this field. He considered it to be rare, not only because
of its mint condition but because it is very likely to be the only one of its type in Australia, having a
British design in the Body & an American Undercarriage.
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The Buggy had been on loan to my uncle, Mac Smyth (who married my Father’s twin sister, Joyce
Smith) from Lindsay Smith of Warrakoo, my Father. It would be unfair to the present owner to
disclose the valuation of the Buggy in 1982, but I can say it was a significant amount. Mac Smyth
took extremely good care of the buggy & the repainting was on his ordering.
Thomas Smith apparently favoured the American Speeding Buggy for its light weight draw but being
British favoured having a more ‘Dressy’ White Chapel Cab with all the trimmings, including the
‘Fringe’ to keep the Australian bush flies at bay.

Warrakoo Buggy today

A warm welcome is extended to new members:
•
Lesley Reynolds
•
Terry Sparks
•
Catherine Dwyer
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Unravelling Those Pesky Middle Names
(well almost!)
By Fay Mannes February 2018
One of my husband’s ancestors comes from a very interesting family and most of the boys have
unusual middle names – all surnames. This is not very unusual but these ‘surnames’ were not the
mother’s maiden name etc.
I began my research into ALFRED CAMPS SPARKES well before the computer era and discovered
he was a mariner who left his ship in Sydney then crewed on the Sydney ferries for a few years
before ending up in Foster, Victoria, where he was one of seven men to discover gold there. His
father (from ACS’s marriage certificate) was John SAY Sparkes and his mother was Jane
Gildersleeve.
So now I have two surnames as middle names – CAMPS and SAY.
Looking through IGI microfiche I discovered various brothers and sisters, one of which was George
CRABBE Sparkes (born at Aldeburgh, Suffolk) – now there were three.
To get any further with this problem I had to wait until computers came into their own, which they
did and I purchased Family Tree Maker and thus was a member of Ancestry. I googled George
CRABBE and came up with the famous English poet (‘The most English of English poets’ said Jane
Austin!). This is when things really hotted up! He had a family tree chart going back several
generations BUT, most importantly, he had a sister Mary. Mary married a Thomas Sparkes (no
middle name) at Aldeburgh, Suffolk and there was a list of all their children with John SAY sitting
right at the bottom.
This actually made things worse in the middle name department as several more appeared – a
Georges HINDES Sparkes and a Cecelia Anna Maria BRUNTON Sparkes – both siblings of John SAY.
Now that meant five middle names to find! – CAMPS, SAY, HINDES, CRABBE and BRUNTON.
I was able to find a few siblings of Thomas Sparkes and one was a John HINDES Sparkes so that
was where the HINDES came from but it was still not the original source. Another was William
Sparkes who had married Anne Maria BRUNTON so Cecelia was named after her aunt.
I also discovered Thomas’s sister, Susan, had married a Francis Edward SAY, a minister. They were
childless but he left John SAY £500 in his will (so that worked). That meant three down, two to go!
Just before this I managed to acquire (with a friend) the CD of the Burials of England. One night I
thought I would have a look at it for Gildersleeve at Aldeburgh – this name had been very allusive.
I discovered that one of Jane’s sisters had married a CAMPS. That was (almost) it, the search took
20 years and with the advent of the IT age, I had finally found the origin of all those pesky middle
names, except HINDES (sometimes HINDER) I’m still looking for that!

My family coat of arms ties at
the back…….

Is that normal?
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On the 15th of February, Projects Day, at the Carnegie rooms, Lyn Grant hosted
Polly, Sandra and Julie from the Church of the Latter Day Saints. She showed
them our library and let them know what we are all about. The ladies then
held a talk explaining how they are currently digitising the SA Archives and
provided details of how this connects to Family Search. Polly and Sandra are
from Salt Lake City while Julie is from Adelaide but connections to Mildura.
Thanks Lyn for organising this interesting event.

April Fool?
Some people think that April Fool’s day dates from 1582, and the adoption of the
Gregorian calendar. This took New Year’s day from April 1st to January 1. News
travelled slowly then, so folks keeping the “old” new year were laughed at.
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What’s in a Name
By Trevor Aust January 2018
Early in 2017 I called at the Coomealla Fuel Station to refuel the vehicle I was driving.
When I went to the service counter to pay, the attendant took note of my surname from the
name badge I was wearing.
The attendant, Brad Clarke, said “I worked with an Aust in Sydney. We were Police Officers
together. His name is Bernie Aust, he is an Englishman and he was involved in a major incident”.
This certainly got my attention as my father’s only sibling was Bernard Aust and he was an
Englishman.
By reference to dates we were soon able to determine that they are not the same person.
Brad Clarke’s brief history certainly aroused my interest and I soon went searching on Google.
There were newspaper reports of “the incident” but the most comprehensive story is that of a
chapter in a publication “Just Doing My Job – Everyday Australians with extraordinary stories –
Cops, Firies, Ambos.“
This is a summary:
On Friday 13 October 1972, as a 23 year–old Probationary Constable of four weeks, Bernie Aust
was on relief guard duty at the Consulate General of Lebanon in Sydney, when he encountered
an intruder.
He was shot at from a single-barreled shotgun and stabbed in the neck, left shoulder and the left
side of his chest.
Bernie was able to unclip his .38 revolver and pumped out all six rounds. The next morning the
attacker was found dead not far from where he first attacked Bernie.
A coronial inquiry cleared Bernie of any wrong-doing.
Bernie’s left jugular vein would never work properly again, there was substantial nerve damage,
and a vocal cord had been mutilated beyond repair. He was only able to communicate in soft
breathy whispers or by writing on a notepad.
One day, about three months after the incident, Bernie’s voice unexpectedly returned.
On 2 February 1974 Bernie was presented with the George Medal by the Queen Mother at
Buckingham Palace.
Bernie received promotion within the NSW Police Service to Chief Superintendent and Chief of
Staff to the Commissioner of Police.
So is Bernard Frederick Aust, born in England in 1949, related to me?
I’m still working on that aspect!
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Envy Award – November 2017
Winner – Fay Mannes
Carbine and the Cup 1890
When Carbone won the Melbourne Cup in 1890, sitting on his back was my 2 nd great uncle Bob
(Robert) Ramadge (on my father’s side). This happened quite by accident but is a great story in
my family. Carbine was the greatest horse of his era and he was heavily backed, despite having
the heaviest load of all time, to win the Melbourne Cup. His regular jockey had been ill through
the racing season and it was decided, at the last minute, that he could not ride Carbine. All the
good jockeys were booked on other contenders so Bob was the best of the bad lot! He was
highly praised for his ride that day and hopefully, thoroughly enjoyed his moment of fame. He
never reached any other heights in his riding career and eventually shifted to Western Australia
and disappeared from sight! The really funny (peculiar) thing about this story is that my Mum’s
brother George Boxer married Barbara Ramadge and one day I asked my cousin, their son, if they
had a similar story in their family tree and guess what…they did!

Picture courtesy of flickr.com
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Photo’s from 2017 Xmas Party

Find the Missing Word
My face is a well written page “________”, and time all time all along was the pen.
Submitted by Paul Nicolias
Answer next newsletter………..
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With Anzac Day just around the corner I thought I would suggest some websites
where you might find some information:
o Researching Australian military service: First World War, 1914-1918
https://www.awm.gov.au/research/guide/ww1
o Australian Red Cross Wounded and Missing Files
https://www.awm.gov.au/advancedsearch/people?roll=Australian%20Red%20Cross%20Wounded%20and%20Missing%20File
o Commonwealth War Graved Commission
https://www.cwgc.org/
o Discovering Anzacs
https://discoveringanzacs.naa.gov.au/
o Australian Imperial Force unit war diaries, 1914-18 War
https://www.awm.gov.au/collection/C1338583
o On the Western Front Remembering Mildura and Wentworth Anzacs
https://www.familyhistoryact.org.au/mildura_wentworth/index.php
o Online Cenotaph (New Zealand soldiers)
http://www.aucklandmuseum.com/war-memorial/online-cenotaph

Courtesy of the State Library of NSW

Courtesy of ASTA - Investigating ANZACS

Courtesy of the State Library of Victoria
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Courtesy of the State Records of S.A.

Courtesy of the Australian War Museum

Note from the (reluctant) Newsletter Editor
Hi Everyone,
Thankyou again to our regular contibuters to the newletter.
If you have any relatives that were ANZAC’s, please feel free to submit a photo and short blurb for the next
Newsletter edition. Please remember the success of this Newsletter going forward lies in the hands of all the
members. We really need members to contribute, and not just the people who always do.

Sue Andrews
Grapeline is published in March, June, September and December.
Deadlines for submissions:
• 15th February 1st Quarter March Issue
• 15th May 2nd Quarter June Issue
• 15th August 3rd Quarter September Issue
• 15th November 4th Quarter December Issue.
Material needs to be received by the deadline as above to be included in the next available issue.
We welcome all contributions from you, our readers, so please send your genealogical stories, suggestions for successful
searches which may help other members or reviews of reference materials from our Society Library or elsewhere. Photos with
a brief story are also welcome. We look forward to hearing from you. Send contributions marked "Attention Grapeline Editor"
to milduragenealogy@gmail.com .
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Membership Benefits: Free use of library. Quarterly newsletter (subject to the position of Newsletter Editor being filled)
Meetings: - 1st Monday of month except January and December, 7.30 pm Carnegie Centre, Deakin
Avenue Mildura.
Library Hours: - Monday, Wednesday, and Saturday: 11.00 am - 4.00 pm.
All times subject to volunteer availability
Closed all Public Holidays. Library Fees: - $10.00 for non-members per day.
Research Fees: $30 for first 2 hrs. $15 per additional hour.
Membership: - Joining Fee $10, Ordinary $22, Concession $16.50, Joint $33. Badge Fee $10

The M&DGS Inc. gratefully acknowledges the contribution of
Mr Peter Crisp
Member for Mildura
whose office has printed this newsletter, free of all cost, as a community service.
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