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Committee members can be contacted via our email address: milduragenealogy@gmail.com 

Lb59· 
tŀƎŜ нΥ bƻǘŜ ŦǊƻƳ ǘƘŜ tǊŜǎƛŘŜƴǘ  
tŀƎŜ оπрΥ {ŜǇǘŜƳōŜǊΣ hŎǘƻōŜǊΣ bƻǾŜƳōŜǊ ϧ 5ŜŎŜƳōŜǊ aŜŜǘƛƴƎǎ 
tŀƎŜ рΥ ¢ǊƛōǳǘŜ ǘƻ aŀȄǿŜƭƭ όaŀȄύ ¢ƘƻǊōǳǊƴπ ōȅ tŀǳƭ bƛŎƻƭƛŀǎ 
tŀƎŜ с π тΥ /ƘǊƛǎǘƳŀǎ /ŜƭŜōǊŀǘƛƻƴǎΣ плǘƘ !ƴƴƛǾŜǊǎŀǊȅ ŀƴŘ .ƻƻƪ [ŀǳƴŎƘ 
tŀƎŜ у π фΥ CƛƴŘƛƴƎ aȅ aȅǎǘŜǊƛƻǳǎ /ƘŀǊƭŜǎ WƻƴŜǎ ς ōȅ {ǳŜ CŀǳȄ 
tŀƎŜ млΥ /ƘǊƛǎǘƳŀǎ aƛƴŎŜ tƛŜǎ ς ōȅ wŀȅƭŜŜ {ŎƘǳƭǘȊ 
tŀƎŜ ммΥ IŜƭǇŦǳƭ ϧ LƴǘŜǊŜǎǘƛƴƎ ²ŜōǎƛǘŜǎ 
tŀƎŜ мнΥ aƛƭŘǳǊŀ /ǳƭǘƛǾŀǘƻǊ π {ŀǘǳǊŘŀȅ ну 5ŜŎŜƳōŜǊ мфму  
tŀƎŜ моΥ aŜǊǊȅ /ƘǊƛǎǘƳŀǎ ŦǊƻƳ ǘƘŜ /ƻƳƳƛǘǘŜŜ aŜƳōŜǊǎ 

 

aƛƭŘǳǊŀ ϧ 5ƛǎǘǊƛŎǘ 

DŜƴŜŀƭƻƎƛŎŀƭ {ƻŎƛŜǘȅ LƴŎΦ 

AOO23291P 

P.O. Box 2895 

Mildura Victoria 3502 

milduragenealogy@gmail.com  
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Hi Everyone, 

Having just returned from Red Cliffs after attending our 40th Anniversary Party/Book Launch and Christmas 

Party, I have to say what a great event it was. The girls, Kaylene, Sue, Raylee and Julie organised a great and 

varied programme that went over very well with the seventy people who attended. The meal was delicious, 

and we had lots of room ς a bit different from last year! The Book Launch, by Leonie Burrows, a former 

member and one of the main reasons we are housed in the Carnegie Building, went well and many books 

were sold. We still have plenty left. The book cost $30 and everyone who has been a member will be 

mentioned somewhere in its pages.  

tŀǳƭ ŀǎƪŜŘ ǘƻ ǳǎ ǿǊƛǘŜ ŀ ŦŜǿ ǿƻǊŘǎ ŀōƻǳǘ ǘƘŜ ǇŀǊǘȅ ŀƴŘ L ǎŀƛŘ L ǿƻǳƭŘ ǿǊƛǘŜ ΨLΩƭƭ ōŜ ƎƭŀŘ ǿƘŜƴ ƛǘΩǎ ƻǾŜǊΗΩΣ 

which was partially true, ōǳǘ L ǿƻǳƭŘƴΩǘ ƘŀǾŜ ƳƛǎǎŜŘ ƛǘ ŦƻǊ ŀƴȅǘƘƛƴƎΦ ²Ŝ ŘƛŘ ƭŜŀǊƴ ǿŜ ƴŜŜŘŜŘ ǘƻ ǘŀƪŜ ƭƻǘǎ ƻŦ 

photos as we were short of recent photos for the book. Plenty were taken today!  

I would like to take this opportunity to wish you all a very merry /ƘǊƛǎǘƳŀǎ ŀƴŘ ŀ ƘŀǇǇȅ bŜǿ ¸ŜŀǊΦ ²Ŝ ŘƻƴΩǘ 

start back until Monday, 4th February 2019. Two months rest will do us all a great deal of good. 

I look forward to catching up with you all in the new year. 

Yours in genealogy, 

Fay Mannes 

President.  

 

 

 

 

 

  

 
 
 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

  

bƻǘŜ ŦǊƻƳ ǘƘŜ tǊŜǎƛŘŜƴǘ 

Fay accepting her Tree of Life 

Certificate from Mayor Clemence. 
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Kay Wagner held an interesting talk about her Irish Ancestors ς the 
Farrells ς and their journey from Drogheda (Ireland) circa 1811 to 
Merbein circa 1920. 

 
 
 
 

 
 

Another successful Heritage (show and tell) meeting was held. 
 
Judy Harvey showed a metal, 
matchbox cover given to her 
Grandfather during WW1 on 
the Somme. Interesting that it 
refers to Lone Pine as 
Lonesome Pine! 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
Jenny Dedman showed us a tiny box containing 
a 'wee Scotch Thistle' brooch which belonged to 
her Grandmother.  
 
 

 
 
 
 
 
Lucy Hamilton displayed a lovely photo of her Grandmother's wedding in 1902 and 
showed some of the jewellery the bride was wearing back then. 
 
 
 
 
 

 
Helen Petschel explained how a house named Mildura was found to exist in England 
after locating a photo belonging to an Uncle who lived in Iraak. This was on her 
maternal side and Helen explained one of her ancestors lived, part-time, in Java. 
 

  

hŎǘƻōŜǊ нлму aŜŜǘƛƴƎ 

          {ŜǇǘŜƳōŜǊ нлму aŜŜǘƛƴƎ 
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Chris Cook displayed a large statue of a Kookaburra which is about 90 years old. 
The family know little about it except it has a value of $150-200 and was in her 
husband's Grandfather's house. It is on display now in their home 
 
 
 
 
 
 

 
 
Paul Nicolias displayed his Dad's Naturalisation Certificate and told the 

story of a possible fine or imprisonment for not meeting the ten-year 

deadline. Turns out he was in PNG fighting for Australia! Paul also 

showed his father's army driver's licence and parents wedding certificate. 

 
 

 
Raylee Schultz, firstly shared a brooch her 
Grandmother had made using coins from her 
first pay (picking apricots). Second item was a 
tiny 'Kewpie Doll' brooch belonging to her 
mother - Raylee had a lovely photo of her as a 
child wearing the brooch. Lastly, she displayed 
her Collingwood memorabilia including a 1940 
membership 
 
 
 

 
 
 
Danny Pitt displayed a 1941 copy of the Weekly Times and a delightful, old, miniature tea set. However, his main 
item was an album of Church stamps which he estimates to be 150 years old. 
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Lisa Cooper is a Mildura based writer and historian and was our guest speaker at 
the November meeting. [ƛǎŀΩǎ topic on War Graves of the SW Pacific was 
fascinating and enjoyed by everyone. This talk formed part of Lisa's PhD which 
she is currently undertaking through the Deakin University.  

 

 
  

 

¢ǊƛōǳǘŜ ǘƻ aŀȄǿŜƭƭ όaŀȄύ ¢ƘƻǊōǳǊƴ 

.ȅ tŀǳƭ bƛŎƻƭƛŀǎ hŎǘƻōŜǊ нлму 

 

On Friday 19 October 2018 I read in the Sunraysia Daily that Max Thorburn had died at home of cancer, aged 
72 years old. I have known Max for over 50 years. I had tears in my eyes when I read the article. I remember 
Max coming to Mildura as a radio disc jockey for Radio 3MA and as a sports journalist for the Sunraysia Daily. 
And when television STV8 came to Mildura, Max was the local news reader. At Easter time Max always walked 
from Red Cliffs to Mildura to raise money for the 3MA Good Friday Hospital Appeal. Max was a good sports 
commentator whether local football, trots or horse racing at Sandalong Park. Max also enjoyed country 
music, won scholarships to study country music in the U.S.A, and was one of the founding members of the 
Sunraysia Country Music Festival. 

!ƴƻǘƘŜǊ ƻƴŜ ƻŦ aŀȄΩǎ Ǉŀǎǎƛƻƴ ǿŀǎ Ca /ƻƳƳǳƴƛǘȅ wŀŘƛƻΦ aŀȄ ǿƛǘƘ ŀ ƭƻǘ ƻŦ ƻǇǇƻǎƛǘƛƻƴ ŦǊƻƳ wŀŘƛo 3MA 
owners, was allowed to operate the community radio for 2 weeks at a time. Max was frustrated with the 
powers to be, so he decided to shoot first and ask questions later. He operated the station for 78 days without 
a permit. He was taken to court and fined $1 for operating without a licence, and then was given a licence. It 
was operated by volunteers. Max also trained many young 5Φ WΩǎ that made their name for themselves in 
commercial radio. Ask any Greek family about the Greek radio program that aired three times a week in 
Sunraysia and Robinvale and they will always thank Max. The station later changed its name to Hot 106.7FM. 

Max also started a newspaper The Mildura Independent Star. It was a paper that you agreed with or you did 
not. I always enjoyed reading the Editorial. Max always hen pecked the council and its ǇƻƭƛŎȅΩǎ ŜǾŜǊȅ {ǳƴŘŀȅΣ 
and even though I enjoyed reading the column I did not always agree to his ideas. It was a paper no one read 
but everyone knew what was in it! After ten years Max also produced a midweek edition. 

Max was made a life member of the Sunraysia Football and Netball League in September 2018 for his service 
to football in Sunraysia. 

²ƘŜƴ L ǿŀǎ ȅƻǳƴƎΣ ŘŀŘ ŀƭǿŀȅǎ ǎǳƴƎ ǘƘŜ ǎƻƴƎ 5ŀƛǎȅΩǎ ŀƴŘ ǇƭŀȅŜŘ ƛǘ ƻƴ Ƙƛǎ ǾƛƻƭƛƴΦ ²ƘŜƴ ŘŀŘ died, I tried to get 
the song on tape. I enquired at all the radio stations. But no-one was interested to help me. I met Max in a 
ǎǘƻǊŜ ƻƴŜ ŘŀȅΣ ƘŜ ǎŀƛŘ ǘƘŀǘ ƘŜ ƪƴŜǿ ǘƘŜ ǎƻƴƎΣ ƛǘ ƛǎ ŎŀƭƭŜŘ ά! ōƛŎȅŎƭŜ ōǳƛƭǘ ŦƻǊ ǘǿƻέΦ IŜ ǘƻƭŘ ƳŜ ǘƻ Ŏŀƭƭ ƛƴǘƻ ǘƘŜ 
radio station in the afternoon and he would have a tape for me. In the afternoon I called into the studio and 
he gave me the tape. Max would not take any money for the tape and said he was glad to help out. It was 
ǇƭŀȅŜŘ ǘǿƛŎŜ ŀǘ ŘŀŘΩǎ ŦǳƴŜǊŀƭ. 

He will be sadly missed by his family, friends and the community. 

 

 

 

 

5ŜŎŜƳōŜǊ нлму aŜŜǘƛƴƎ 
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/ƘǊƛǎǘƳŀǎ /ŜƭŜōǊŀǘƛƻƴǎΣ плǘƘ !ƴƴƛǾŜǊǎŀǊȅ ŀƴŘ .ƻƻƪ [ŀǳƴŎƘ 
 

This year our Christmas party was held at the Red Cliffs Club and over 70 people attended. Special guests 
included Mayor Clemence and his wife, past Presidents and Leonie Burrows. The room and tables were 
festively decorated by dedicated members, and the meals and company were enjoyed by all. 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

5ǳǊƛƴƎ ǘƘŜ ŜǾŜƴǘ aŀȅƻǊ /ƭŜƳŜƴŎŜ ǇǊŜǎŜƴǘŜŘ ά¢ǊŜŜ ƻŦ ¸ŜŀǊǎέ ŎŜǊǘƛŦƛŎŀǘŜǎ ǘƻ ǘƘŜ ŦƻƭƭƻǿƛƴƎ members: 

Barbie Cornell ς 20 years 

Kevin Schultz, Shirley Woodward, Sue and Mal Williams ς 25 years 

Julie Primer, Kaylene Charles and Fay Mannis ς 35 years 

 
 

Past Presidents that could attend had the honour of cutting the 40th Anniversary cake. 
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The lucky raffles winners this year were: 

1st Prize - Lydia  

2nd Prize - Denise 

3rd Prize - Michael  

4th Prize - Graham 

 

[ŜƻƴƛŜ .ǳǊǊƻǿǎ ƭŀǳƴŎƘŜŘ ǘƘŜ ōƻƻƪ Ψ{ŜŀǊŎƘƛƴƎ ŦƻǊ {ƪŜƭŜǘƻƴǎΣ /ƻƴǾƛŎǘǎ ŀƴŘ YƛƴƎǎΦ ¢ƘŜ CƻǊǘȅ ¸ŜŀǊ IƛǎǘƻǊȅ ƻŦ ǘƘŜ 
Mildura & District Genealogical Society Inc.ΩΦ This book was compiled by the dedicated 40th Anniversary 
Committee over eighteen months ς Kaylene Charles, Sue Clarke, Fay Mannes, Julie Primmer and Raylee 
Schulz. Contributions were also made by Chris Celegon and Leanne Watnuff. Bev Arney, Taryn Charles, Kevin 
Clarke, Lyn Grant, Judy Hall and Judy Harvey were the proof-reading team. 

The book is a fabulous read, documenting the humble beginnings of the society in 1978, the publishing of 
Ψ¢ƘŜ aƛƭŘǳǊŀ tƛƻƴŜŜǊ wŜƎƛǎǘŜǊ ς prŜ мфллΩ ƛƴ мфууΣ the start of the much sort after Envy Award in 1991, 
moving to the Carnegie Centre in 1998, the 5th Victorian Family History State Conference in 2004, the 
wonderful guest speakers who have donated their time over the years to speak at our meetings, and of 
course the dedicated souls who have served on the Committee, the volunteers that keep our rooms alive, 
and all the wonderful members. 

The book committee should be extremely proud of the finished product. 

 Newsletter Editor ð Sue Andrews  

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

Copies of the books are still available, but be 

quick, they will not last long! 

Cost is $30 per book. Postage and Handling 

costs will be advised on ordering. 

Please contact: 

milduragenealogy@gmail.com for your 

copy. 

aƻǊŜ ǇƘƻǘƻǎ ǘƻ Ŧƻƭƭƻǿ ƛƴ ƴŜȄǘ ƴŜǿǎƭŜǘǘŜǊΧΧΧ 

mailto:milduragenealogy@gmail.com
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CƛƴŘƛƴƎ aȅ aȅǎǘŜǊƛƻǳǎ /ƘŀǊƭŜǎ WƻƴŜǎ 

.ȅ {ǳŜ CŀǳȄ {ŜǇǘŜƳōŜǊ нлму 

Charles Jones came into being on the 26 April 1857 when he married Susannah Osborne at Norton Juxta, 
Kempsy, Worcestershire. 

Susannah was a minor, a spinster, who lived in Norton; father was John Osborne a blacksmith. 

All correct and traced by several people. 

Charles was of full age, a bachelor, lived in Norton; father was Harry Jones a cordwainer (boot/shoe maker). 

Armed with these facts I started hunting for Charles to no avail. Sending for birth certificates for his children 
and second marriage only confused matters more. 

What I ended up with was that he was born between 1827 and 1829, he was born at Alveley Shropshire or 
Kidderminster, his father was Harry Jones, Charles Edwin Jones or Joseph, his mother was Catherine Jane 
nee Bradley or Jane. He remained a shoemaker throughout. 

Every certificate was different. But I kept looking for Charles, Harry, Catherine Jane along with Charles 
9ŘǿƛƴΦ tŜƻǇƭŜ ƘŀǾŜ ōŜŜƴ ǘǊȅƛƴƎ ǘƻ ǘǊŀŎŜ ƘƛƳ ǎƛƴŎŜ ǘƘŜ мфолΩǎΣ ǎƻ ƛƴ ŦǊǳǎǘǊŀǘƛƻƴ L ŜƳŀƛƭŜŘ ǘƘŜ ²ƻǊŎŜǎǘŜǊ 
Newspaper Letters to the Editor with the fact that I had in hope that someone may recognise their long-
lost rellie. No one did. I purposely withheld family stories except the one where Charles was said to have 
run away with the family maid. 

A couple of months later I got an email from a gentleman called Mark from Worcester who loves doing 
family history asking if could help. Yay, I had nothing to lose. 

After reviewing the facts, we found a common factor in Jane Kidderminster and Alveley. A search of the 
records found a Jane Bradney from Alveley had married a Joseph William Carrington. And their son Robert 
born in 1828 had disappeared off the registers after 1851. It looked promising as the Carrington name has 
been in the family since the time of Charles grandchildren until today. Mark also found a gentleman in 
9ƴƎƭŀƴŘ ǿƘƻ ǿŀǎ ŘŜǎŎŜƴŘŜŘ ŦǊƻƳ ŀ ǎƛǎǘŜǊ ƻŦ wƻōŜǊǘΩǎ ǿƘƻ ƘŀŘ ŘƻƴŜ ŀ 5b! ǘŜǎǘΦ Lƴ !ǳǎǘǊŀƭƛŀ L ƪƴŜǿ ŀ ŦŀƳƛƭȅ 
member who had a DNA test. They were a match for Jane Bradney. My next thought was, where does Harry 
Jones fit in. AŦǘŜǊ ŎƘŜŎƪƛƴƎ ǘƘŜ ƳŀǊǊƛŀƎŜ ŘŀǘŜ ŀƴŘ wƻōŜǊǘΩǎ ōƛǊǘƘ he was definitely a Carrington with a church 
record to prove it. Charles Jones was really Robert Carrington. 

Totally confused as to why Robert turned to Charles, Mark and I both started checking and looking at 
everything we could. Including BDM, census, criminal records and newspapers. We found the reason why 
he turned in Charles Jones. 

In 1851 Robert was a Journeyman cordwainer lodging in Kidderminster. More searching found a marriage 
in 1850 and eventually two children a boy born in 1851 and a girl in 1853. Between 1851 and 1855 Robert 
was in trouble with the law off and on and went to prison for 6 months charged with stealing a sheep with 
another man. After he came out of prison, he reinvented himself as Charles Jones. 

At that time there was no need to prove who you were or what your name was. It was late 1857 when that 
changed. Upon marrying Susannah, he became a bigamist with an abandoned ex wife and two children 
living 26.5 miles away. 

Charles and Susannah jumped on the Blanche Moore with Robert, calling himself William Henry Jones, 26, 
a gas fitter and Susannah Jones aged 19. They arrived in Australia 25 July 1857. 

They lived in Ballarat and their first child was born in late October 1857 and died 5 weeks later. They went 
on to have four living children with Susannah dying in 1871 after the birth of a stillborn child. Where the 
children lived after SusannahΩǎ ŘŜŀǘƘ ƛǎ ǳƴŎŜǊǘŀƛƴΣ ǎƻƳŜ ŦŀƳƛƭȅ ǎǘƻǊƛŜǎ ǎŀȅ ǿƛǘƘ {ǳǎŀƴƴŀƘΩǎ ǎƛǎǘŜǊ CǊŀƴŎŜǎ 
who had previously migrated to Australia, others say with Charles. My grandmother went to live with 
ŦǊƛŜƴŘǎ ŀŦǘŜǊ ƘŜǊ ŦŀǘƘŜǊ άƳƻǾŜŘ ŀƴ LǊƛǎƘ ǿƻƳŀƴ ƛƴέ ŀƴŘ ƘŜǊ ƎǳŀǊŘƛŀƴ ƎŀǾŜ ǇŜǊƳƛǎǎƛƻƴ ŦƻǊ ƘŜǊ ǘƻ ƳŀǊǊȅ ǿƘŜƴ 
she was 18 in 1879. This suggests that Charles may have abandoned his children. 
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tƭŜŀǎŜ ƴƻǘŜΥ ƻǳǊ ǊƻƻƳǎ ƛƴ ǘƘŜ /ŀǊƴŜƎƛŜ 

/ŜƴǘǊŜ ŀǊŜ ƴƻǿ ŎƭƻǎŜŘΦ wŜƻǇŜƴƛƴƎ ŘŀǘŜ ƛǎ 

aƻƴŘŀȅ пǘƘ CŜōǊǳŀǊȅ 

 

My gǊŀƴŘƳƻǘƘŜǊΩǎ ǎǘŀǘŜƳŜƴǘ Ǉƭǳǎ ŀƴƻǘƘŜǊ ǎŀȅƛƴƎ ǘƘŜ ǎǘŜǇƳƻǘƘŜǊ ǿŀǎ LǊƛǎƘ ŀƴŘ ƪƛƴŘ ƭŜŘ ƳŜ ǘƻ ŦƛƴŘƛƴƎ ŀ 
marriage to Margaret Floyd 8 July 1873. I could never find a death for Margaret. As Charles death certificate 
said he was married when he died, I ended up thinking she may have remarried after his death. I am now 
waiting for a certificate that may tell me she died in 1873. I thought this was the end of my Charles Jones 
story after 20 years of searching. 

Then a rellie got an email from England stating that Charles Jones was his great grandfather. 

More checking, yes, he married yet again as Robert Charles Carrington Jones to Elizabeth Cowell in 1880 in 
Melbourne. They had two children a boy 18 March 1880 when Charles was 51 and Elizabeth was 30 and 
had a girl in 18унΦ L ƘŀǾŜ ǘƘŜ ǎƛƎƴŀǘǳǊŜ ŦƻǊ ǘƘŜ ǎƻƴΩǎ ōƛǊǘƘΦ IŜ ǎƛƎƴŜŘ ƛǘ as Charles Jones, the same signature 
as others I have ǎŜŜƴΦ 9ƭƛȊŀōŜǘƘ ŘƛŜŘ ǎƻƻƴ ŀŦǘŜǊ ƘŜǊ ŘŀǳƎƘǘŜǊΩǎ ōƛǊǘƘ ŀƴŘ /ƘŀǊƭŜǎ ǘǊǳŜ ǘƻ Ƙƛǎ ŦƻǊƳ ŀōŀƴŘƻƴŜŘ 
the children a few months later. He was charged on warrant for desertion of his children. 

He daughter died aged two after being adopted and his son was also adopted and ended up living in England 
where he died in 1966 after a long and interesting life. 

This explains why Charles was not at his elder daughteǊΩǎ ǿŜŘŘƛƴƎ мт !ǳƎǳǎǘ мутфΣ ƘŜ ǿŀǎ ƻōǾƛƻǳǎƭȅ ƭƛǾƛƴƎ 
in Melbourne. He was back in Ballart by 1888 for his youngest ŘŀǳƎƘǘŜǊΩǎ ǿŜŘŘƛƴƎΦ L ŘƻƴΩǘ ǘƘƛƴƪ ǘƘŜ ŦŀƳƛƭȅ 
ever knew about Elizabeth and her two children. 

I once again searched the indexes but have not ōŜŜƴ ŀōƭŜ ǘƻ ŦƛƴŘ ŀƴƻǘƘŜǊ ƳŀǊǊƛŀƎŜ ǘƻ ǎǳǇǇƻǊǘ ǘƘŜ ΨƳŀǊǊƛŜŘΩ 
on the death certificate. Though, technically, his first wife in England was still living till after the 1901 census. 

Charles died 11 April 1897 in a benevolent home in Ballarat where he finally revealed the true identity of 
his parents, Joseph and Jane. They were not considered correct as they were given by a clerk, not a family 
member. Also, his first son was Harry. It is understood that he was not on speaking terms with his family or 
with Susannah at the time of his death. His elder daughter was living in New Zealand, the younger in 
Kalgoorlie and two sons living in Ballarat. 

From so much excitement of finally finding Charles Jones roots to the dismay at the man he turned out to 
be. 

L ǿŜƴǘ ŦǊƻƳ Ψrich man who was definitely related to Lord Carrington, who married the family maid against 
the wishes of his wealthy familyΤ ŀƴŘ ǿŀǎ ǎŜƴǘ ǘƻ !ǳǎǘǊŀƭƛŀ ŀǎ ǇǳƴƛǎƘƳŜƴǘ ŀǎ ŀ ǊŜƳƛǘǘŀƴŎŜ ƳŀƴΩ ǎǘƻǊȅ ǘƻ ǘƘŜ 
confronting truth. 

All of Charles/Roberts findings have been backed up with church records and other paper work. 

aŀǊƪ ŀƴŘ L ƘŀǾŜ ǘǊŀŎŜŘ /ƘŀǊƭŜǎκwƻōŜǊǘǎ ŦŀƳƛƭȅ ōŀŎƪ ǘƻ мтлн ǘƻ wƻōŜǊǘκ/ƘŀǊƭŜǎΩǎ ƎǊŜat, great grandfather 
but that is an interesting story for another time. 
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Christmas Mince Pies 
By Raylee Schultz December 2018 

 
Since 1997, It has been a tradition each year, that Leanne Watmuff & 
Raylee Schultz get together around Melbourne Cup day in November, 
to make their famous Christmas Mince Pies.  

2018 was no exception, even though Leanne now lives in Foster, 
Victoria, Leanne and husband Leigh, drove all the way to Mildura to 
ensure that the tradition continued. 

The cooking day this year resulted in 47dozen mince pies being 
baked. The ladies were fortunate to have as their helpers their 
husbands Leigh and Kevin and Anne-Maree Laubscher & Dianne 
Boyd, who also kindly offered their support!!   

hǾŜǊ ǘƘŜ ȅŜŀǊǎΣ ǘƘŜǎŜ ǘǿƻ άƘƛǎǘƻǊƛŀƴǎέΣ ƘŀǾŜ ƪŜǇǘ ƳŜǘƛŎǳƭƻǳǎ ǊŜŎƻǊŘǎ 
and photos, of their baking days. These records show that to date, 
they have made 12,576 Mince Pies since 1997.  

It is also customary each year, 
that a container of these 
άŦŀƳƻǳǎέ aƛƴŎŜ Pies is 
donated towards the 
Genealogical Society 
Christmas Hamper raffle. 

This year, the Mince Pies 
were won by Michael Charles, 
husband of the Society 
Librarian, Kaylene. 

       

 

        

  

 
 

 
Note from Editor: I must buy more tickets in raffle next 
year!!!! 

 

 

  

Raylee and Leanne 
November 2018 

 


