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Hi Everyone, 

Having just returned from Red Cliffs after attending our 40th Anniversary Party/Book Launch and Christmas 

Party, I have to say what a great event it was. The girls, Kaylene, Sue, Raylee and Julie organised a great and 

varied programme that went over very well with the seventy people who attended. The meal was delicious, 

and we had lots of room – a bit different from last year! The Book Launch, by Leonie Burrows, a former 

member and one of the main reasons we are housed in the Carnegie Building, went well and many books 

were sold. We still have plenty left. The book cost $30 and everyone who has been a member will be 

mentioned somewhere in its pages.  

Paul asked to us write a few words about the party and I said I would write ‘I’ll be glad when it’s over!’, 

which was partially true, but I wouldn’t have missed it for anything. We did learn we needed to take lots of 

photos as we were short of recent photos for the book. Plenty were taken today!  

I would like to take this opportunity to wish you all a very merry Christmas and a happy New Year. We don’t 

start back until Monday, 4th February 2019. Two months rest will do us all a great deal of good. 

I look forward to catching up with you all in the new year. 

Yours in genealogy, 

Fay Mannes 

President.  

 

 

 

 

 

  

 
 
 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

  

Note from the President 

Fay accepting her Tree of Life 

Certificate from Mayor Clemence. 
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Kay Wagner held an interesting talk about her Irish Ancestors – the 
Farrells – and their journey from Drogheda (Ireland) circa 1811 to 
Merbein circa 1920. 

 
 
 
 

 
 

Another successful Heritage (show and tell) meeting was held. 
 
Judy Harvey showed a metal, 
matchbox cover given to her 
Grandfather during WW1 on 
the Somme. Interesting that it 
refers to Lone Pine as 
Lonesome Pine! 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
Jenny Dedman showed us a tiny box containing 
a 'wee Scotch Thistle' brooch which belonged to 
her Grandmother.  
 
 

 
 
 
 
 
Lucy Hamilton displayed a lovely photo of her Grandmother's wedding in 1902 and 
showed some of the jewellery the bride was wearing back then. 
 
 
 
 
 

 
Helen Petschel explained how a house named Mildura was found to exist in England 
after locating a photo belonging to an Uncle who lived in Iraak. This was on her 
maternal side and Helen explained one of her ancestors lived, part-time, in Java. 
 

  

October 2018 Meeting 

          September 2018 Meeting 
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Chris Cook displayed a large statue of a Kookaburra which is about 90 years old. 
The family know little about it except it has a value of $150-200 and was in her 
husband's Grandfather's house. It is on display now in their home 
 
 
 
 
 
 

 
 
Paul Nicolias displayed his Dad's Naturalisation Certificate and told the 

story of a possible fine or imprisonment for not meeting the ten-year 

deadline. Turns out he was in PNG fighting for Australia! Paul also 

showed his father's army driver's licence and parents wedding certificate. 

 
 

 
Raylee Schultz, firstly shared a brooch her 
Grandmother had made using coins from her 
first pay (picking apricots). Second item was a 
tiny 'Kewpie Doll' brooch belonging to her 
mother - Raylee had a lovely photo of her as a 
child wearing the brooch. Lastly, she displayed 
her Collingwood memorabilia including a 1940 
membership 
 
 
 

 
 
 
Danny Pitt displayed a 1941 copy of the Weekly Times and a delightful, old, miniature tea set. However, his main 
item was an album of Church stamps which he estimates to be 150 years old. 
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Lisa Cooper is a Mildura based writer and historian and was our guest speaker at 
the November meeting. Lisa’s topic on War Graves of the SW Pacific was 
fascinating and enjoyed by everyone. This talk formed part of Lisa's PhD which 
she is currently undertaking through the Deakin University.  

 

 
  

 

Tribute to Maxwell (Max) Thorburn 

By Paul Nicolias October 2018 

 

On Friday 19 October 2018 I read in the Sunraysia Daily that Max Thorburn had died at home of cancer, aged 
72 years old. I have known Max for over 50 years. I had tears in my eyes when I read the article. I remember 
Max coming to Mildura as a radio disc jockey for Radio 3MA and as a sports journalist for the Sunraysia Daily. 
And when television STV8 came to Mildura, Max was the local news reader. At Easter time Max always walked 
from Red Cliffs to Mildura to raise money for the 3MA Good Friday Hospital Appeal. Max was a good sports 
commentator whether local football, trots or horse racing at Sandalong Park. Max also enjoyed country 
music, won scholarships to study country music in the U.S.A, and was one of the founding members of the 
Sunraysia Country Music Festival. 

Another one of Max’s passion was FM Community Radio. Max with a lot of opposition from Radio 3MA 
owners, was allowed to operate the community radio for 2 weeks at a time. Max was frustrated with the 
powers to be, so he decided to shoot first and ask questions later. He operated the station for 78 days without 
a permit. He was taken to court and fined $1 for operating without a licence, and then was given a licence. It 
was operated by volunteers. Max also trained many young D. J’s that made their name for themselves in 
commercial radio. Ask any Greek family about the Greek radio program that aired three times a week in 
Sunraysia and Robinvale and they will always thank Max. The station later changed its name to Hot 106.7FM. 

Max also started a newspaper The Mildura Independent Star. It was a paper that you agreed with or you did 
not. I always enjoyed reading the Editorial. Max always hen pecked the council and its policy’s every Sunday, 
and even though I enjoyed reading the column I did not always agree to his ideas. It was a paper no one read 
but everyone knew what was in it! After ten years Max also produced a midweek edition. 

Max was made a life member of the Sunraysia Football and Netball League in September 2018 for his service 
to football in Sunraysia. 

When I was young, dad always sung the song Daisy’s and played it on his violin. When dad died, I tried to get 
the song on tape. I enquired at all the radio stations. But no-one was interested to help me. I met Max in a 
store one day, he said that he knew the song, it is called “A bicycle built for two”. He told me to call into the 
radio station in the afternoon and he would have a tape for me. In the afternoon I called into the studio and 
he gave me the tape. Max would not take any money for the tape and said he was glad to help out. It was 
played twice at dad’s funeral. 

He will be sadly missed by his family, friends and the community. 

 

 

 

 

December 2018 Meeting 
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Christmas Celebrations, 40th Anniversary and Book Launch 
 

This year our Christmas party was held at the Red Cliffs Club and over 70 people attended. Special guests 
included Mayor Clemence and his wife, past Presidents and Leonie Burrows. The room and tables were 
festively decorated by dedicated members, and the meals and company were enjoyed by all. 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

During the event Mayor Clemence presented “Tree of Years” certificates to the following members: 

Barbie Cornell – 20 years 

Kevin Schultz, Shirley Woodward, Sue and Mal Williams – 25 years 

Julie Primer, Kaylene Charles and Fay Mannis – 35 years 

 
 

Past Presidents that could attend had the honour of cutting the 40th Anniversary cake. 
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The lucky raffles winners this year were: 

1st Prize - Lydia  

2nd Prize - Denise 

3rd Prize - Michael  

4th Prize - Graham 

 

Leonie Burrows launched the book ‘Searching for Skeletons, Convicts and Kings. The Forty Year History of the 
Mildura & District Genealogical Society Inc.’. This book was compiled by the dedicated 40th Anniversary 
Committee over eighteen months – Kaylene Charles, Sue Clarke, Fay Mannes, Julie Primmer and Raylee 
Schulz. Contributions were also made by Chris Celegon and Leanne Watnuff. Bev Arney, Taryn Charles, Kevin 
Clarke, Lyn Grant, Judy Hall and Judy Harvey were the proof-reading team. 

The book is a fabulous read, documenting the humble beginnings of the society in 1978, the publishing of 
‘The Mildura Pioneer Register – pre 1900’ in 1988, the start of the much sort after Envy Award in 1991, 
moving to the Carnegie Centre in 1998, the 5th Victorian Family History State Conference in 2004, the 
wonderful guest speakers who have donated their time over the years to speak at our meetings, and of 
course the dedicated souls who have served on the Committee, the volunteers that keep our rooms alive, 
and all the wonderful members. 

The book committee should be extremely proud of the finished product. 

 Newsletter Editor – Sue Andrews 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

Copies of the books are still available, but be 

quick, they will not last long! 

Cost is $30 per book. Postage and Handling 

costs will be advised on ordering. 

Please contact: 

milduragenealogy@gmail.com for your 

copy. 

More photos to follow in next newsletter……… 

mailto:milduragenealogy@gmail.com
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Finding My Mysterious Charles Jones 

By Sue Faux September 2018 

Charles Jones came into being on the 26 April 1857 when he married Susannah Osborne at Norton Juxta, 
Kempsy, Worcestershire. 

Susannah was a minor, a spinster, who lived in Norton; father was John Osborne a blacksmith. 

All correct and traced by several people. 

Charles was of full age, a bachelor, lived in Norton; father was Harry Jones a cordwainer (boot/shoe maker). 

Armed with these facts I started hunting for Charles to no avail. Sending for birth certificates for his children 
and second marriage only confused matters more. 

What I ended up with was that he was born between 1827 and 1829, he was born at Alveley Shropshire or 
Kidderminster, his father was Harry Jones, Charles Edwin Jones or Joseph, his mother was Catherine Jane 
nee Bradley or Jane. He remained a shoemaker throughout. 

Every certificate was different. But I kept looking for Charles, Harry, Catherine Jane along with Charles 
Edwin. People have been trying to trace him since the 1930’s, so in frustration I emailed the Worcester 
Newspaper Letters to the Editor with the fact that I had in hope that someone may recognise their long-
lost rellie. No one did. I purposely withheld family stories except the one where Charles was said to have 
run away with the family maid. 

A couple of months later I got an email from a gentleman called Mark from Worcester who loves doing 
family history asking if could help. Yay, I had nothing to lose. 

After reviewing the facts, we found a common factor in Jane Kidderminster and Alveley. A search of the 
records found a Jane Bradney from Alveley had married a Joseph William Carrington. And their son Robert 
born in 1828 had disappeared off the registers after 1851. It looked promising as the Carrington name has 
been in the family since the time of Charles grandchildren until today. Mark also found a gentleman in 
England who was descended from a sister of Robert’s who had done a DNA test. In Australia I knew a family 
member who had a DNA test. They were a match for Jane Bradney. My next thought was, where does Harry 
Jones fit in. After checking the marriage date and Robert’s birth he was definitely a Carrington with a church 
record to prove it. Charles Jones was really Robert Carrington. 

Totally confused as to why Robert turned to Charles, Mark and I both started checking and looking at 
everything we could. Including BDM, census, criminal records and newspapers. We found the reason why 
he turned in Charles Jones. 

In 1851 Robert was a Journeyman cordwainer lodging in Kidderminster. More searching found a marriage 
in 1850 and eventually two children a boy born in 1851 and a girl in 1853. Between 1851 and 1855 Robert 
was in trouble with the law off and on and went to prison for 6 months charged with stealing a sheep with 
another man. After he came out of prison, he reinvented himself as Charles Jones. 

At that time there was no need to prove who you were or what your name was. It was late 1857 when that 
changed. Upon marrying Susannah, he became a bigamist with an abandoned ex wife and two children 
living 26.5 miles away. 

Charles and Susannah jumped on the Blanche Moore with Robert, calling himself William Henry Jones, 26, 
a gas fitter and Susannah Jones aged 19. They arrived in Australia 25 July 1857. 

They lived in Ballarat and their first child was born in late October 1857 and died 5 weeks later. They went 
on to have four living children with Susannah dying in 1871 after the birth of a stillborn child. Where the 
children lived after Susannah’s death is uncertain, some family stories say with Susannah’s sister Frances 
who had previously migrated to Australia, others say with Charles. My grandmother went to live with 
friends after her father “moved an Irish woman in” and her guardian gave permission for her to marry when 
she was 18 in 1879. This suggests that Charles may have abandoned his children. 
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Please note: our rooms in the Carnegie 

Centre are now closed. Reopening date is 

Monday 4th February 

 

My grandmother’s statement plus another saying the stepmother was Irish and kind led me to finding a 
marriage to Margaret Floyd 8 July 1873. I could never find a death for Margaret. As Charles death certificate 
said he was married when he died, I ended up thinking she may have remarried after his death. I am now 
waiting for a certificate that may tell me she died in 1873. I thought this was the end of my Charles Jones 
story after 20 years of searching. 

Then a rellie got an email from England stating that Charles Jones was his great grandfather. 

More checking, yes, he married yet again as Robert Charles Carrington Jones to Elizabeth Cowell in 1880 in 
Melbourne. They had two children a boy 18 March 1880 when Charles was 51 and Elizabeth was 30 and 
had a girl in 1882. I have the signature for the son’s birth. He signed it as Charles Jones, the same signature 
as others I have seen. Elizabeth died soon after her daughter’s birth and Charles true to his form abandoned 
the children a few months later. He was charged on warrant for desertion of his children. 

He daughter died aged two after being adopted and his son was also adopted and ended up living in England 
where he died in 1966 after a long and interesting life. 

This explains why Charles was not at his elder daughter’s wedding 17 August 1879, he was obviously living 
in Melbourne. He was back in Ballart by 1888 for his youngest daughter’s wedding. I don’t think the family 
ever knew about Elizabeth and her two children. 

I once again searched the indexes but have not been able to find another marriage to support the ‘married’ 
on the death certificate. Though, technically, his first wife in England was still living till after the 1901 census. 

Charles died 11 April 1897 in a benevolent home in Ballarat where he finally revealed the true identity of 
his parents, Joseph and Jane. They were not considered correct as they were given by a clerk, not a family 
member. Also, his first son was Harry. It is understood that he was not on speaking terms with his family or 
with Susannah at the time of his death. His elder daughter was living in New Zealand, the younger in 
Kalgoorlie and two sons living in Ballarat. 

From so much excitement of finally finding Charles Jones roots to the dismay at the man he turned out to 
be. 

I went from ‘rich man who was definitely related to Lord Carrington, who married the family maid against 
the wishes of his wealthy family; and was sent to Australia as punishment as a remittance man’ story to the 
confronting truth. 

All of Charles/Roberts findings have been backed up with church records and other paper work. 

Mark and I have traced Charles/Roberts family back to 1702 to Robert/Charles’s great, great grandfather 
but that is an interesting story for another time. 
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Christmas Mince Pies 
By Raylee Schultz December 2018 

 
Since 1997, It has been a tradition each year, that Leanne Watmuff & 
Raylee Schultz get together around Melbourne Cup day in November, 
to make their famous Christmas Mince Pies.  

2018 was no exception, even though Leanne now lives in Foster, 
Victoria, Leanne and husband Leigh, drove all the way to Mildura to 
ensure that the tradition continued. 

The cooking day this year resulted in 47dozen mince pies being 
baked. The ladies were fortunate to have as their helpers their 
husbands Leigh and Kevin and Anne-Maree Laubscher & Dianne 
Boyd, who also kindly offered their support!!   

Over the years, these two “historians”, have kept meticulous records 
and photos, of their baking days. These records show that to date, 
they have made 12,576 Mince Pies since 1997.  

It is also customary each year, 
that a container of these 
“famous” Mince Pies is 
donated towards the 
Genealogical Society 
Christmas Hamper raffle. 

This year, the Mince Pies 
were won by Michael Charles, 
husband of the Society 
Librarian, Kaylene. 

       

 

        

  

 
 

 
Note from Editor: I must buy more tickets in raffle next 
year!!!! 

 

 

  

Raylee and Leanne 
November 2018 
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Helpful & Interesting Websites  
 

Scottish Websites 
 

• Canmore Database - online catalogue to Scotland’s archaeology, buildings, industrial and maritime 
heritage 
https://canmore.org.uk/ 

 

• Memento Mori – index covering some burial grounds in Scotland. You can order photographs and 
transcripts 
http://www.memento-mori.co.uk/ 
 

• National Library of Scotland Map Images – national and country amps, town plans and estate plans 
    https://maps.nls.uk/ 
 

• Scotland Places – Maps, Surveys and Plans, Photographs, Archaeological Records, Drawings, Tax Rolls, 
Ordnance Survey Name Books, Publications 
https://scotlandsplaces.gov.uk/ 
 
 
Irish Websites 
 

• Irish Jewish Genealogy Society – contains information on individuals who lived in Ireland between 
1700 and the present day 
http://irishjewishroots.com/ 
 

• Irish Genealogy – Church and Civil records 
https://www.irishgenealogy.ie/en/ 
 

• National Archives of Ireland - Births, marriages and deaths, Census returns, Tithe Applotment Books, 
Wills and testamentary records, Soldiers’ Wills and more 
http://www.nationalarchives.ie/ 
 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

Mildura Telegraph and Darling and Lower Murray Advocate 

Friday 13 December 1918 p 4 

 

The Mildura Cultivator - Saturday 21 December 1918 p 9 

 

http://www.memento-mori.co.uk/
https://maps.nls.uk/
https://scotlandsplaces.gov.uk/
http://irishjewishroots.com/
https://www.irishgenealogy.ie/en/
http://www.nationalarchives.ie/
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Mildura Cultivator - Saturday 28 December 1918, page 7 
Christmas Eve 

 
Christmas Eve of 1918 in Mildura drew a vast crowd to town, and a happier one than has been seen for 
some years. The war was over, the weather beautifully fine, the stores at their gayest, and of course Old 
Father Christmas paraded the streets in the interests of the children. Besides the attractions made by 
the stores, the windows of which were crammed with all sorts of good things, more especially toy 
displays in many cases, there was a great affair on the green in front of Hudson's on behalf of the 
Soldiers' Club, Miss Connie Essie and her girl companions giving a very pleasing open-air concert, the 
while at stalls ice cream and soft drinks were dispensed by returned soldiers and their aids.  

Altogether Mildura presented a very lively scene on Christmas Eve for about everybody who could 
manage to get into town was there – father, mother and all the kiddies, and quite often grandfather and 
grandmother.  

Nor was the returned soldier and his wife or sweetheart absent from the throng. He was to be seen here 
and there in light and shadow, a reminder of the dark years just gone by yet by his presence also a 
reminder that they are over and that the world may again swing on not war shaken, but peacefully from 
Christmas to Christmas. 

And what a night of parcels Christmas Eve is. There wasn’t a shop in all the line of shops along Deakin 
avenue, Eighth street and Langtree avenue that did not disgorge parcels galore. We are not going to 
individualise the shops. Every shop was out for business until 10 o'clock and folk streamed in and out 
incessantly. Then, too, there was special program in Wonderland and a lot of folk went there. Heigho! 
Christmas Eve is Christmas Eve for all time. 

Of course, there had to be a fire scare right in the middle of it all. Clang, clang went the bell and folk 
began to stream down Eighth street to watch the rising glare of something burning out beyond the 
Crescent. Some said it was a house, others that it was a stack, still others that it was grass. It was too far 
out to go and see, so in a very short time folk streamed back to the business centre.  

The grumpiest fellow on earth gets a touch of Christmas in him Christmas Eve, when the shopping crowd 
is out and the kiddies are blowing their trumpets and banging their drums and all the rest of it. Yes, he 
gets a Christmassy feeling and if he hasn't got a friend in the throng is apt to buy a cigar and smoke and 
smile a bit.  

And now Christmas 1918 is over and there is a year ahead of us until Christmas 1919. May Christmas 
1919 be as bright as Christmas 1918 seemed to be - the gospel of Peace on Earth and Goodwill toward 
Men, accepted by all the world.  

Round about town on Xmas Eve one never saw a face that seemed It be seeking anything but peace and 
content. It was a night of smiles and good wishes - a night of smiles and good wishes. Some of the good 
wishes cling to memory very tightly; may 1919 see them bear fruit.   

               
 

Cairo, Egypt. December 1915. A civilian woman presents a Christmas billy to 

a soldier while watched by another woman and an officer. A soldier in the 

foreground wearing staff sergeant and wheeler/cartwright arm badges 

prepares to move away carrying his billy and another gift in a small box. The 

billies were distributed by the Australian Comforts Fund. The original 

caption, by 8932 Driver Jack (John) O. McKenzie, 20th Australian Army 

Service Corps (AASC), reads `Everyone was delighted to get one. The one I 

received was from two Melbourne girls. They distributed over five thousand 

in our camp & as far as I know every soldier in Egypt got one.' 
 

Courtesy of Australian War Memorial 
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President: Fay {Date would probably be 1951. I am at my 

Grandfather’s place attending the annual 'Christmas Tree’ 

(put on by my grandparents). The Christmas tree was the 

lemon tree in the back yard.} 

 

 
 

 

 
 

Vice-President: Julie {The Christmas photo was 2012, at 

my sister's house in Mildura. With me is my sister Diane 

and my parents John (deceased) & Peg Giddings.} 

 

Catering: Liz {Mum & I in Pall Mall, 

Bendigo c1950 – Christmas shopping} 

 

Newsletter Editor: Sue {My 

first Christmas – 1968. Next to 

me is my sister Anne} 

 

Secretary: Judy {Around 

Christmas time about 1950} 

 

Publicity: Paul                                           Librarian: Kaylene                                    Research: Mal 
                                    General: Chris                                       General: Marilyn 

Treasurer: Graham {Christmas in 1950} 
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Hi Everyone, 

I hope everybody had a good time at this year’s Christmas party. 
 
Thankyou again to our regular contibuters to the newletter.  
 
Please remember the success of this Newsletter going forward lies in 
the hands of all the members. We really need members to contribute, 
and not just the people who always do. So, if you have an old photo 
that is much loved, a funny family story, suggestions, helpful titbits – 
please feel free to submit. 
 
Wishing you and yours a Very Merry Christmas.  
 

Sue Andrews 
 
 

Mildura & District Genealogical Society Inc. does not hold itself responsible for the accuracy of statements 
or opinions expressed by authors of articles published. 

 
 
 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

Grapeline is published in March, June, September and December.  
Deadlines for submissions: 

• 15th February 1st Quarter March Issue  

• 15th May 2nd Quarter June Issue  

• 15th August 3rd Quarter September Issue  

• 15th November 4th Quarter December Issue. 

Material needs to be received by the deadline as above to be included in the next available issue. 

We welcome all contributions from you, our readers, so please send your genealogical stories, suggestions for successful 

searches which may help other members or reviews of reference materials from our Society Library or elsewhere. Photos with 

a brief story are also welcome. We look forward to hearing from you. Send contributions marked "Attention Grapeline Editor" 

to milduragenealogy@gmail.com . 

 

mailto:milduragenealogy@gmail.com
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MILDURA & DISTRICT          

GENEALOGICAL SOCIETY INC AOO2391P 

P.O. BOX 2895 MILDURA 3502 

  

 

POSTAGE 

PAID IN 

MILDURA 

  

 

Membership Benefits: - 

Free use of library. Quarterly newsletter. 

Meetings: - 1st Monday of month except January and December, 7.30 pm Carnegie Centre, 

Deakin Avenue Mildura.  

Library Hours: - Monday, Wednesday, and Saturday: 11.00 am - 4.00 pm.  

All times subject to volunteer availability 

Closed all Public Holidays. 

Library Fees: - $10.00 for non-members per day. 

Research Fees: $30 for first 2 hrs. $15 per additional hour.  

Membership: - Joining Fee $10, Ordinary $22, Concession $16.50, Joint $33.  

Badge Fee: $10 

 


